
  

 

 

Movie downloads highlight 

iTunes 7 overhaul 

By Mathew Honan 

MacWorld.com 

Apple jumped into the movie retail 
business Tuesday, offering digital 
downloads of motion pictures through its 
iTunes store at prices ranging from $9.99 to 
$14.99. The addition of full-length movie 
downloads comes as part of a new version 
of iTunes that Apple CEO Steve Jobs billed 
as the most significant since the music 
player’s debut in 2001. 

The redubbed iTunes Store offers more 
than 75 movies from four studios owned by 
Disney—Walt Disney Pictures, Pixar, 
Touchstone Pictures, and Miramax Films. 
New releases will appear on the Store the 
same day DVD versions of the movies hit 
retail shelves. Apple will sell these new 
releases for $12.99 as pre-orders and 
during the first week of availability; 
afterwards, they’ll sell for $14.99. 

In addition to new releases, the iTunes 
Store also offers a selection of older 
movies as part of its Library offerings—
these are available for $9.99. 

Jobs estimated that download times would 
be about 30 minutes assuming a 5Mb/s 
broadband connection. Users can start 
watching movies a minute after the 
download begins. The movies are available 
in 640-by-480-pixel resolution, the new 
standard for iTunes playback. 

As with television shows, which were 
added to iTunes last fall, movies can be 
downloaded from iTunes for viewing on 
either a computer or an iPod. The same 
FairPlay digital rights management rules 
for television shows and music videos 
apply to full-length movies bought via 
iTunes—you can play movies on up to five 
authorized computers and an unlimited 
number of iPods, but you can’t burn 

movies and TV programs to a disc. 

Apple adds movie purchases to iTunes less 
than a week after online retailer 
Amazon.com opened a video download store 
of its own. Amazon’s Unbox offers videos 
from more than 30 movie and TV studios for 
storing on up to two PCS and two portable 
video players; the service is not compatible 
with either Macs or iPods. Unbox charges 
between $7.99 and $14.99 for movie 
purchases, with rentals available for $3.99. 

In a nod to the depth of Amazon’s catalog, 
Jobs acknowledged that Apple has just four 
studios supplying iTunes with movies. 
However, he also noted that iTunes’ TV 
downloads launched a year ago with just five 
shows from assorted Disney-owned 
networks; these days, TV offerings at iTunes 
have swelled to 220 shows from 40 
networks. 

To that end, Apple announced Tuesday that 
the NFL Network would begin offering 
video highlights through iTunes. Users can 
download highlights from individual football 
games for $1.99 the day after the games are 
played. There’s also a season pass option for 
$24.99 that lets fans select season-long 
highlights for their favorite team. 

“We’re going to add more [movies] every 
week and every month,” Jobs said. 

Cont’d on page 3 
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RIAG Officers: 
 

President * Mark Rafferty (401) 232-2023 

Vice President * Helen Anger (401) 247-1457 

Secretary * John Gentile (401) 946-2486 

Treasurer *  Dave Angell (401) 941-8934 

Librarian:  IIe * Michelle Smith (401) 434-0946 

Librarian:  IIgs John Gentile (401) 946-2486 
Librarian:  Mac Maggie Holmes (401) 433-3192 

Editor * John Gentile (401) 946-2486  

Membership David Angell (401) 941-8934 

Program Paul Gerstenbluth  (401) 884-1330 

President Emeritus*  Dave Angell (401) 941-8934  

 * = Member of RIAG Board 
 

NEED HELP? 
 
This is a list of RIAG Consultants. We may not be 
able to answer all your questions but hopefully we 
will be able to direct you to a knowledgeable 
source. 
 
Applesoft: Dave Angell  (401) 941-8934 
Apple II: Dave Angell (401) 941-8934 
Apple IIgs: John Gentile (401) 946-2486 
Appleworks IIe: Dave Angell (401) 941-8934 
Appleworks Mac: Paul Gerstenbluth (401) 884-1330 
Appleworks Mac: Mark Rafferty (401) 232-2023 
Business on a Mac: Russell Severs  (508) 226-2275 
Internet: John Gentile (401) 946-2486 
Internet: Joseph Gibson (401) 438-6133 
Macintosh Problems: Dave Angell (401) 941-8934 
Mac OS/X Mark Rafferty  (401) 232-2023 
Modems: Mark Rafferty (401) 232-2023 
Microsoft Windows: Mark Rafferty  (401) 232-2023 
Prodos: Dave Angell (401) 941-8934 
  
This is a volunteer service.  Please be reasonable as 
far as calling times are concerned and try to have all 
the pertinent data at hand before you call.  Before 
calling, have your computer running so we can 
quickly answer your questions. If you would like 
your name listed, please call the editor. 
 

 

Editor’s Note 
 

Wow, Apple is updating the whole computer line and 
the iPods – this should make our outing to the new 
Providence Apple Store very interesting! Stay tuned 
for details! It might look like I’ve devoted the whole 
newletter to iTunes, but it seems like that’s the 
biggest news coming out of Apple this week. But 
come join us for a very interesting look at Photoshop 
and Filters! 

John 

 

Club Calendar 
 
SIG = Special (or Specific) Interest Group. These 
smaller meetings focus on just one type of 
computer and often can be the place to get more 
detailed help or advice on your problem. All 
Meetings 7:30 PM 
 
 
Monthly Meeting Sept. 16, Saturday 
At Mark’s house TIME: at 2 PM. Fixing Photos with 

Fantastic Photoshop Filters Map on page 4. 
 
RIAG Board Sept. 26,  (Last) Tuesday  
At Dave Angell’s house. Time: 7:30 PM. The 
membership is invited. Call (401) 941-8934 for 
directions. 
 
* AppleWorks SIG   (Last)Thursday 
The AppleWorks SIG is taking a hiatus. If you have any 
questions call Michelle or Dave Angell. 
 

Internet SIG The Internet SIG is ending because of low 

turnout. If people request it this group will meet from time to 

time. For dates, location and directions call John at 946-2486. 
 

Up-Coming Dates: 
 

General Meeting 

Topic: Providence Apple Store! 

Sat. Oct 21, 2006 

RIAG Board meeting at Dave’s Tue. Oct 31, 2006 
*AppleWorks SIG - at Michelle’s   

General Meeting 

Topic: Photoshop, cont’d 

Sat. Nov. 18, 2006 

RIAG Board meeting at Dave’s Tue. Nov. 28, 2006 

General Meeting 

Topic: To Be Announced 

Sat. Dec. 16, 2006 

RIAG Board meeting at Dave’s Tue. Dec. 26, 2006 

*AppleWorks SIG - at Michelle’s   

General Meeting 

Topic: Annual Business meeting 

and elections. 

Sat. Jan. 20, 2007 

RIAG Board meeting at Dave’s Tue. Jan. 30, 2007 

*AppleWorks SIG - at Michelle’s   

General Meeting 

Topic: To Be Announced 

Sat. Feb. 17, 2007 

RIAG Board meeting at Dave’s Tue. Feb. 27, 2007 

*AppleWorks SIG - at Michelle’s   

Please let us know what meetings you would like to see. 

 

_________________ _______________  
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President’s Report 
 

It’s getting cool outside and so is Apple with all of its 
hardware now running on Intel chips. The new Mac Pro 
is a Quad processor machine with two 2.66GHz, or 
3GHz Dual-Core Intel Xeon processors. Its expansion 
ability is very good with room for four drives and 2 
Terabytes of storage. It has 8 DIMM slots for up to 
16GB of RAM and room for two SuperDrives. It also 
has four PCI Express slots, and more I/O ports with two 
additional ports in front (for more details see last months 
newsletter).  
 
Our meeting this month is titled:  Fixing Photos with 
Fantastic Photoshop Filters. Say that three times fast! 
With just a few well places clicks you can take that 
photo with the dark faces and super-bright windows or 
that dark and misty photo and make usable photos out of 
them. Photoshop Elements (along with most photo 
editing programs) allows you to adjust the light and 
contrast levels of your photos, often with very fine 
control. The results can be amazing!  
 

 

 
  

You can see the difference between the “before” picture 
on top and the finished “after” picture on the bottom. 
 
Bring your questions and friends (and your computer if 
you want). We will try to answer all your questions.  
 
For October or November we plan to visit the new Apple 
store opening in the Providence Place Mall. It should be 
open in a few weeks and we have been invited to have 
an upcoming meeting there. If we don’t go there in 
October, then that meeting will continue with the 
Photoshop Filter Follies.  

 
Mark 

 

Cont’d from page 1: 

iTunes 7 changes 

In addition to selling movies, Apple also updated its 
iTunes music and video jukebox app. iTunes 7 is the 
first major upgrade to the venerable application since 
iTunes 6 arrived last October. This update introduces 
several enhancements to iTunes’ look, feel, and 
functionality. 

The left navigation pane features new sections with 
separate libraries for music, movies, TV shows, 
podcasts, audiobooks, and radio. The Source List also 
has separate headers for the iTunes Store, devices that 
are connected to your computer including iPods and 
CDs, and playlists. 

A new three-position switch alternates between view 
modes. In addition to the standard view, an Album View 
allows users to scroll through music libraries by album. 
Tracks are listed alongside cover art for each album. The 
third view, Cover Flow, lets you browse through your 
library as if you were flipping through a stack of CDs, 
with a 3-D representation of albums covers that appears 
above the music list. iTunes 7 also adds a feature that 
allows users who have iTunes Store accounts to freely 
add missing album cover art to support both of the two 
new views. 

The Album and Cover Flow views also work with other 
iTunes content, including movies and TV shows. 

iTunes video capabilities have also been greatly 
enhanced. Previously, purchased videos were available 
at 320-by-240 resolution. iTunes 7 bumps that up to 640-
by-480, four times the previous resolution, which Apple 
calls “near-DVD” quality. 

The software also adds gapless playback for music and 
movies, and will update previous purchases in your 
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library to add continuity. Another new feature is 
integrated iPod syncing, so that users no longer need to 
go into Preferences to manage which files are synced 
with an iPod. 

A free upgrade, iTunes 7 will be available today from 
Apple’s Website or via Software Update. 

 

 
 

Mac OS X Hint of the Week: 

Cancel a shut down command 

By Rob Griffiths 

(macosxhints@macworld.com) 

Have you ever told your machine to shut down, and then 
remembered that you had one last thing you wanted to 
do--send an email, check the weather forecast, or pay a 
bill online, for instance? Once the shut down process has 
started, it seems you’re out of luck--there’s no obvious 
way to cancel a shut down command. 

However, there are two things you can do that will 
prevent your machine from shutting down. Either one 
should work, assuming you have enough open 
applications that the shut down process is taking a bit of 
time. First, you can try launching a program from your 
Dock, preferably a larger app that takes a bit of time to 
open. The launching application will cancel the shut 
down process. 

If that trick doesn’t work for you, its also possible to 
stop the shut down process by having a visible Save 
dialog box in any application. The quickest way to get 
one of these onscreen is to press Shift-Command-S, 
which executes the File: Save As command. After 
realizing you want to cancel your shut down, use 
Command-Tab to quickly get to a still-running 
application that allows Save As, and then press Shift-
Command-S. As soon as the shut down process reaches 
the app with its visible Save As dialog, the process will 
terminate. 

Once the shut down has been cancelled, you can do 
whatever it is you needed to do, then shut down again 
when done. And don’t worry, no harm can come to your 
machine by canceling the shut down process. 

You can find other hints at 
http://www.macworld.com/weblogs/macosxhints which 
also includes links to my Mac OS X Hints columns from 
Macworld. 

 

 

Tip of the Week 

Finding the Right Special Character 

Okay, let’s say you’re in Mail, and you’re writing the 
word “résumé,” which used properly should have that 
little accent over the “é” like I have it here. You know it 
needs an accent, but you have no idea which keyboards 
combination will create an “e” with an accent above it. 

Here’s a trick for finding any special character: When 
you’re typing, and you need that special character, stop 

typing and click the Fonts button at the top of the Mail 
window. When the Font dialog appears, go to the 
Actions pop-up menu (its icon looks like a gear near the 
bottom-left corner of the dialog) and choose Characters 
to bring up the Character Palette. At the bottom of the 
Character Palette dialog, you’ll see a small search fIeld. 
Type whatever you need, such as “acute accent” 
(without the quotes), and in just a moment a menu of 
different accents will appear. Double-click on the accent 
you want and the palette will jump to the mark you need. 
Close by you should see the character you need. Click 
on it and then click on the Insert button (or Insert with 
Font button if you’re searching in Glyph View) just to 
the right of the search field. Now that letter “é” will 
appear in just the right place in your email message.  

 

Apple previews iTV home theater playback box 

By Mathew Honan and Peter Cohen 
MacWorld.com 

Following Tuesday’s release of iTunes 7, which adds 
movie purchases to the newly-renamed iTunes Store, 
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Apple CEO Steve Jobs previewed a new device -- code-
named iTV -- which will allow iTunes customers to 
view movie and TV shows on flat-screen televisions. 

Jobs described the forthcoming $299 set-top box as 
“completing the package” of Apple’s multimedia 
offerings. Users can download music, TV programs, and 
now movies from the iTunes Store. They can watch 
those multimedia files on both their Macs and iPods. 
However, there’s no easy way of watching such 
programming on their television sets—Jobs sees iTV as 
the key piece of that puzzle. 

Resembling a squat Mac Mini, the iTV will use wireless 
networking to stream movies and TV shows from iTunes 
to a television. The power supply is built right in to the 
unit; it also features USB 2.0, Ethernet, High Definition 
Multimedia Interface (HDMI) plug, component video, 
analog audio and optical audio interfaces. 

 

 

 

The box is driven by software that carries a slight 

resemblance to Front Row, the multimedia control 
application Apple bundles with newer Macs. However, 
software features 3-D animated graphics with a menu on 
the right while dynamic graphics are displayed on the 
left. 

In demonstrating iTV to the press at a Tuesday event in 
San Francisco, Jobs scrolled through menus for movies, 
TV shows, photos, and podcasts using an Apple remote. 
Floating artwork—movie posters for the Movie menu or 
album art for Music, for example—appears on the left-
hand side of the screen while a list of titles appears on 
the right. 

Because iTV connects wireless to the Internet, it can also 
show movie trailers from Apple’s Web site. 

iTV represents something of a departure for Apple, 
which normally keeps information about products tightly 
under wraps until they’re ready for release. iTV -- which 
Jobs stressed was an internal Apple code name and not 
the product's final moniker -- won’t ship until sometime 
during the first three months of 2007. 

“We usually keep things corralled until we ship them,” 
said Jobs, who conceded that Tuesday’s preview was a 
bit unusual for his company. “But we think this 
completes the story, so we decided to go ahead and show 
it to you today.” 

 

US urges European regulators to lay off Apple DRM 

By Nancy Gohring, IDG News Service 

A U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) official has joined 
the debate surrounding Apple’s proprietary digital music 
technology by criticizing European antitrust activities, 
but groups attacking Apple are defending their actions. 

Speaking in Washington, D.C., on Wednesday, Thomas 
Barnett, assistant attorney general at the DOJ’s antitrust 
division, warned that forcing companies to reveal their 
intellectual property stifles innovation. He used Apple as 
an example, in a nod to growing discontent in Europe 
regarding the way that music purchased from iTunes is 
tied to the iPod. 

Architects of complaints against Apple in Europe say 
he’s got it wrong. “We’re not attacking intellectual 
property rights but saying they should be implemented in 
a way which doesn’t dictate which player you use,” said 
Torgeir Waterhouse, a senior advisor with the 
Norwegian Consumer Council. 

His organization filed a complaint to Norway’s 
consumer representative, or ombudsman, arguing that 
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it’s illegal for Apple to limit iTunes customers to playing 
music from the store exclusively on iPods. Along with 
similar representatives in Denmark and Sweden, the 
Norwegian ombudsman asked Apple to defend its 
policy. In a written reply, Apple said it won’t budge on 
the issue but the company plans to meet representatives 
from the countries later this month to further discuss the 
issue. If Apple won’t open up, the ombudsman will take 
the company to court. 

Waterhouse suggests that Apple could solve the problem 
by licensing its digital rights management technology to 
other device makers so that iTunes customers could 
choose among devices or opt for an open standard that 
would be compatible with more devices. 

Barnett’s criticisms of European antitrust policy, 
including comments that the policy is aimed at helping 
competitors instead of consumers, are generally in line 
with comments from U.S. officials since the Bush 
administration came to power, said Scott Megregian, a 
partner and head of the European competition group in 
the law firm McDermott Will & Emery UK LLP. 

He disagrees with the argument that requiring companies 
to open up some of their technology stifles innovation. 
“That’s an argument without support,” he said. 
“Microsoft hasn’t stopped innovating that I can tell 
despite regulations and attack by the E.U.” 

So far, the European Commission has likely 
communicated with the countries that are pursuing 
Apple and has probably expressed an opinion on the 
matter, he said. While no official complaints have been 
filed with the Commission, if one is, the result will have 
the makings of a historical battle. “This has the potential 
to be the next big high-profile dispute,” Megregian said. 

 

Apple support page Most popular downloads 

Title/Description Posted Download 

Front Row 1.3 09/12/06 4.5MB 

This Front Row update provides for improved iTunes compatibility. 

   

QuickTime 7.1.3 09/12/06 48.1MB 

QuickTime 7.1.3 is an important release that delivers numerous bug 

fixes and addresses critical security issues. This update is 
recommended for all QuickTime 7 users and is required for 
playback of content purchased in the iTunes Store. 

   

iTunes 7.0 09/12/06 25MB  

Download iTunes 7 and make yourself at home. Buy music, 
movies, TV shows, and audiobooks, or download free podcasts. 

MacBook SMC 

Firmware Update 

08/17/06 

 

<1MB 

 

The SMC Firmware Update adjusts fan behavior in the MacBook. 

 

 
 

Members’ Internet 
Email Addresses: 

 

Dave Angell.............DaveAng@aol.com 
Donald Beaulieu II .DonaldB2@aol.com 
John Gentile ...........yjgent@cox.net 
Paul Gerstenbluth ..ariefound@aol.com 
.................................riag2@aol.com  
Aasta Johansson .....aasta@earthlink.net 
David R. Kerwood ..wbw@wbwip.com 
Mark Rafferty ........rafferty@nortek-inc.com 
RIAG Home Page:..http://www.riapple.com/ 
Apple's home page...http://www.apple.com/ 

    
   

 

 
Meeting Directions: 

 

Directions to Mark Rafferty’s House. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From 295, take the route 7 exit south to Whipple Road, turn 

right and take the 2nd left onto Carol Ann Drive.  

 

From 95, take the route 146 exit and then take the Twin River 
Rd exit, turn right on Twin River Rd and go 1 mile to Route 7 

(Douglas Pike). Turn right and go up to Whipple Road, turn 

left and then take the 2nd left onto Carol Ann Drive. 
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Membership Application 

RHODE ISLAND APPLE GROUP 

PO Box 6081  

Providence, RI 02940-6081 

 
 
Please fill out the information below and send it with a check for $30 ($20 for one year's membership and a one 
time fee for initiation of $10) to the above address or bring it to any meeting.   (Please Print) 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
Address 1: (Home)____________________________________________________________________  
 
City: _____________________________  State: ____  Zip: ________ Email: __________________ 
 
Address 2: (Business/School) ___________________________________________________________  
 
City: _______________  State:______  Zip: _________________  
 
Telephones: (______) _______ -_________ (Home) ( _____ ) ______ - ________ (Business) 
 
Would you like your (    ) Home or (    ) Business/School # on the Membership list? 
 
In an effort to better serve our members, we would like to know a few things about you and your computer 
system.  This part is, of course, OPTIONAL but the information will help us better serve you. 
 
Occupation: _______________________________________________________ (Optional) 
 
I use my computer in:  (Home),  (Business),  (School), Other _________________ Circle all  items that apply) 
 
Briefly describe your computer system (present and planned).  Please include any modem, hard drives, or major 
pieces of software, you have. 
 
Computer ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Printer: ___________________________________ Hard Drive: _______________________________  
 
Modem: __________________________________ Other: ____________________________________  
 
 
• Is your computer used primarily for business, entertainment, science, education, or other applications? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
• What are some of the things (help, software, etc.) that you want or expect to get out of this group? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
• Is there anything you would be willing to contribute to the club.  This might include: Demonstrations of 
Software or Hardware, newsletter articles, programs, and teaching others.  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
How did you hear about the club? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Sep-2006
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September-2006
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Aug-27 28 29 30 31 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Main Meeting 

1:30 PM

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Board

Meeting

1 2 3 4 5 6 Oct-7

This month's Main Meeting ***is on a Saturday!*** 

Fixing Photos with Fantastic Photoshop Filters!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RHODE ISLAND APPLE GROUP 
Rhode Island's First Apple Computer Club 

PO Box 6081  

Providence, RI 02940-6081  

 
 

    

 

Address Correction Requested 

 


