
 
I well remember my first trip to New Zealand. I was staying with friends in Lumsden on the 

South Island. We decided to fish the Oreti River. The sun was shining but the dreaded 

northwest wind was blowing us off our feet. We spotted a large fish cruising a backwater 
under the willow trees. Try as I might I could not get my fly within a bull’s roar.  At my 

invitation Eden stepped up and placed her first cast within inches of the trout and proceeded to 

hook and land a beautiful 7lb brown. 
 

Since then I have decided I need to be a better caster. This only comes from practice. Nobody 

likes to practice but if you want to be a better fly fisher you have to practice. 
 

I have been searching for a casting program which will motivate 

me to improve my casting. I think I have found it in the “Orvis 

Master Your Fly Casting From Novice To Masters” by Jim C. 

Chapralis. Its purpose is to take you from one level to another 

(from Merit to Expert to Masters) in a series of 10 progressive 
exercises. If you haven’t seen the program, ask for a copy or 

“google” it on the net. 

 
This program is designed to improve your fly casting skills 

through a unique level by level progressive method. It can not 

only make you a highly-skilled caster and therefore a better 
angler, but you can have fun practicing and learning and you 

might just make the perfect cast when that trophy trout comes 

along. 

 

You can practice these games on your own, but it is more fun with others and by adding the 

incentive of certificates it can keep you motivated. I am keen to try the program and was 

wondering if others in the club might like to join me. 

 

If you are interested in becoming involved here is how I see the 
program could run. Individually we could practice at home or as a small 

group on Sunday casting days or at other mutually agreed times. There 

would also be a special casting time before monthly club meetings 

where testing would take place. These sessions would be held on the 

grass outside the meeting room at Windmill Hill and commence at 

7.00pm. As each level is achieved a certificate would be presented at 

the club meeting.  

 

I encourage you to think about joining in. I guarantee your casting will improve and you will 

have a better chance of catching those difficult fish. As an added bonus, our Club will have a 
stronger group of casters able to defend our Tasmanian Casting Champions trophy 

 

Golfers practice, footballers practice and flyfishers should too. Most of us would like to fish 
more than we do, but when we can’t go fishing we can practice and enjoy the art of casting. 

The more practice you do the better fly fisher you will become and you can look forward to 

catching more fish. 

 

For more information or to express your interest email me at allan.ekert@yahoo.com.au or 

phone 63341948.  Of course you can follow the program on your own without worrying about 

joining the group and testing or certificates and still reap the benefits. It’s up to you. 


