New Testament 6

Lecture 8
1 Thessalonians 
Ch 4:13-5:28

The Outline
•	V. A Pastor’s Preaching
•	A. The Resurrection   4: 13-18
•	B. The Destruction     5:   1-3
•	C. The Edification      5:   4-11
•	VI. A Pastor’s Preference
•	A. Respect Others 5:12-13
•	B. Reach Out 5:14-15)
•	C. Rejoice Overall (5:16-18)
•	D. Refrain From (5:19-22)
•	E. Rely Upon (5:23-24)
F. Read to all (5:25-28)

The Prognosis of the Resurrection (4: 13-16)
•	This section seems to imply that Paul is responding to some issue Timothy returned to report to Paul. Some believers had ______________. This fact leads some scholars to think Paul had been gone longer than a few weeks or months. Yet, how many deaths would it take for some to ask the question: “When ______________ returns, will he leave the ______________ behind?” Paul replies to such an issue.
The Emphasis of the Resurrection (v. 13)
•	Paul begins this verse with the negative “______________”.  Being first in the sentence makes it very important and emphatic.  Paul does not want these believers ignorant of the fact of the return of Christ. 
The Existence of the Resurrection (v. 13)
•	Those who are ______________” renders a present tense participle and means those who fall to sleep from time to time.  It is not a ______________ sleeping.
Sleeping
•	Is not a reference to ______________ sleeping or unconscious existence until the ______________.  It was a Greek and Roman term for death; they had no hope of the resurrection. Even Jesus used it in John 11:11 to refer to Lazarus.  Paul repeatedly uses it: 1 Cor 7:39; 15:6; 1 Thes 4:13, 15.
The Expectation of Resurrection (v. 13)
•	They have no ______________. Parting is always sad. But for the Christian it is one of loneliness, not loss.  It is not despair. He has the hope of resurrection and reunion. “______________” refers to the pagans of Paul’s world. Most of this can be found in their inscriptions and literature.
The Even so of Resurrection (V. 14)
•	“For ______________” in the Greek introduces a conditional statement that is assumed to be true. They shared with Paul, Silas, Timothy a firm faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection. The “______________” points to a forward hope of their own resurrection. The Greek text reads literally, “God the ones sleeping through Jesus will be with Him.” 
“Through Jesus” 
•	Is somewhat ambivalent in meaning. It can mean “those sleeping in Jesus” or “God through Jesus will bring them with Him”.  Without question, Paul is talking only about Christians coming back.  The RSV seems to be correct.  Christians who sleep God through Jesus will bring with him. (1 Cor 15:20). So, if they will come with Him then, where are they now? Lying in a lonely tomb? With Him?
A Problem with V. 16?
•	“What about the statement “the ______________ in ______________ shall ______________ first?”  The body of flesh is in the grave.  Paul shows the necessity of a heavenly body in 1 Cor 15:48ff. He did not look forward to a disembodied state between his death and resurrection (see 2 Cor 5:1-4).  This is a difficulty. 
Consider Two Things:
•	1. The ______________ dead are with ______________ now. 
•	2. At His ______________ they will be raised bodily with a spirit-controlled body (see 1 Cor 15:42-44). It will be infinitely more glorious than the one that was planted in the earth.
By the Word of the Lord (v. 15)
•	There is no direct recorded saying to this effect (cf Matt 24:31).  Was it a well known saying? It was not something Paul deduced. So where did it come from? Either the general tone of what Christ taught or by direct revelation of Christ. (See 1 Cor 11:23). The second seems most likely.
“We who are alive” (v. 15)
•	The question is asked, “Did Paul expect to be alive when Jesus came?” How does this compare with 1 Cor 15:51? How about 2 Cor 5:1ff? Jesus told his followers to expect the return at any moment. Paul’s was the only generation alive at that time. He held out the hope and possibility that it could be in his lifetime.  Was he mistaken? ______________! He lived with the attitude as every Christian should!
“Shall not precede those fallen asleep” (v. 15
•	______________ is better than ______________ in our language.  In 1611 prevent meant to come before or precede.  The verb is preceded by a strong double negative which makes it very emphatic.  “In no wise shall precede”.  So the fear of leaving the dead loved ones behind was an empty worry. 
The Order? V. 16
•	The Lord will descend from heaven.  In the Greek text this ends the sentence and is climatic!  He will come with a cry of command! This is a verb “to ______________ or command, a military verb”.  It is used here in the NT only.  Moffatt sees it as a call to ______________ the ______________.  “Voice of the archangel” No definite article is used here with either the call or the archangel. 
“Like the blowing of a trumpet”
•	Paul was writing in eschatalogical language to picture the grandeur of the Lord’s return. He will return in ______________ and with great ______________. The fact that the command, call, and trumpet are each preceded by an “en” in Greek shows that these will come in sequence.  
Philip’s Translation is Fine:
•	“One word of command, one shout from the ______________, one blast from the trumpet of God and God in person will come down from ______________!”  
•	No other passage exceeds this one in describing the return of the Lord!
The Dead in Christ will rise first
•	First does not refer to one resurrection followed by another one later. It means the Christian ______________ will rise before the ______________ leave the earth. The dead will absolutely share in the coming of the Lord!  Paul is not dealing with the unrighteous dead. Jesus mentions these in John 5:24-25; 28-29. 
We Who are Alive (v. 17)
•	The Thessalonians feared the dead loved ones would be left behind. Paul says, ______________!  It is the living who are remaining!  The two groups…raised dead and living ones…shall be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord.” It will be a simultaneous thing.  The Greek reads “homa sun autois”. Hama shows the coincidence of two actions. The emphasis is on sun autois…with them…______________ with ______________.”
In the Clouds…in the air
•	The majesty of the setting is “in the ______________”.  What does Acts 1:9-11 say? How about Rev 1:7?  Moffatt says that “in the clouds” is the ordinary method of sudden rapture or ascension to ______________.”  
A Thought?
•	Since  the air is generally regarded as the abode “of ______________” as the “prince of the air” does this mean that Christ has taken control of enemy territory? Morris (p. 89( calls in the air the meeting place. But he suggests on the basis of 1 Cor 6:2 that the “Lord procedes to the earth with His people.” This is an uncertain interpretation. (Leon Morris, ______________, ______________, Grand Rapids, Eerdman’s Publ Co. 1965.
The End (v. 18)
•	What does Paul tell the believers to do with this information he has just given them? 
•	______________ one another!  Use these to reassure one another that the dead will not miss out on the coming or appearance of Jesus!  Praise the Lord!
II. DESTRUCTION (5:1-3)
•	Paul made clear that the coming of the Lord was not misunderstood by his readers in Thessalonica.  Now he says that they don’t need to have anything said about the time and seasons. He might not have done anything with this before and won’t until 2 Thess 2:1ff.  That happened after they failed to utilize this letter to its fullest. They apparently disregarded it.
Times and Seasons (5:1)
•	______________ refers to an extended period and is the Greek word ______________. ______________ is ______________ and can denote an indefinite period of time. When Luke uses these same words in Acts 1:7 A. T. Robertson took them to mean something like “points” and “periods” or the fine details with regard to the end of the age. Jesus said the Father had fixed these and men should not be overly concerned about them in Acts 1:7.
5:2 – You know well
•	Is a translation of “______________ ______________” ______________ can be translated as well, accurately or perfectly. The verb ______________ means that they would think through the situation and would arrive at the conclusion that one cannot accurately predict the ______________ and ______________ 
5:2 – Day of the Lord…like a thief
•	Or a ______________ at ______________. This means that the day will come like thief comes to rob a home. He comes when it is least expected. He catches the owner of the home off guard and doing something other than watching and waiting.  See Matthew 24:43; Luke 12:39 and 2 Peter 3:10.
5:3 – Peace and Safety
•	Will be said among many.  This refers to a false sense of ______________ and is probably referring to the pagan unbelievers.  Paul warns that destruction will come quickly or suddenly.  Notice it is destruction and not annihilation. This will come like travail at the birth of a child. It cannot be avoided or prevented. No escape is possible!  The Greek has a strong double negative here. 
  III. EDIFICATION (5:4-11)
•	Paul uses these verses to remind the Thessalonians of their position in Christ and in the world.  He admonishes them to behave like ______________ of ______________ and not of the ______________ 
5:4 – Not in Darkness…
•	These believers should not be surprised at the Lord’s return. They are sons of light and will therefore no be separated from the Lord when He returns.  They should have a habit of being ______________ and not ______________. They are to be sober. Sober means to be calm or under control. It points to a condition of moral alertness. They should be so disciplined that there is no question of their being asleep at the return of Christ.
5: 8 Put on the breastplate…
•	They should be as a ______________ standing guard or on ______________ and protected by faith and love with a helmet of the hope of salvation.  In 1:3 they were qualities producing growth. In 5:8 they are for protection. Where faith goes love follows (Moffatt).  The breastplate protected vital organs and the helmet protected the head, the coordinating center of the body. 
Ephesians 6:10
•	Has the ______________of ______________ and it is used for ______________ with ______________. Here the armor is for guard duty as they await the Lord’s return. 
5:9…The Promise
•	Christians are not destined for ______________, but to obtain salvation through Christ.  This verse should cause us to sing!  When Christ returns, we having been regenerated and sanctified, will be glorified!  His atonement on the cross has made it possible for Christians, living or dead, to be alive in Christ. 
The Divine Purpose Seen: 5:10
•	That we might live with Him!  The word “to ______________” ______________ is an aorist act subj verb. The aorist points to this life as a definite fact secured for us by the equally definite death of our Lord. 
5:11 Therefore…
•	This refers us back to the previous verses and introduces a conclusion. Verse 11 is like 4:18 but adds “______________ up one______________”.  What are we to build up? Faith, hope, and love!  The Thessalonians were already doing this and Paul wants them to continue with this.
VI. A Pastor’s Preferences (5:12-28)
•	Paul fills his closing remarks with a vast array of ______________.  Paul appears to be a general trying to set his troops into order.  Whatever the problem within the body of the church, Paul is not afraid to tackle it. He uses 15 imperatives in these final verses of 13b-22.
•	Respect Others (5:12-13)
“to ______________” means to know (eidenai from oida).  It means more than to know them as persons. His thought is to have high regard and understanding for those who labor unto weariness and who stood over them as leaders. Admonish means to put sense into them. The office should be honored even if they did not like the officeholder. Admonish means to correct those following error. 
B. Reach Out (5:14-15)
Paul’s imperatives or commands begin: Be at ______________(v. 13). No strife in the congregation.  Admonish, put sense into, the idle or the ones who have broken out. Encourage the fainthearted or the little-souled who were tempted to quit. 
Three Groups to Notice:
•	Those who had quit______________, talking only of the Lord’s return.
•	 Those who had lost______________ because of some had died before the Lord returned and
•	 Those who were morally ______________, possibly converts from paganism.  
More Imperatives:
Help or support the weak, those tempted morally. Be patient when dealing with the unruly and weak.  See that no one pays evil for evil. There is to be no retaliation: either within the body or outside the body. Seek only the good for one another, even to pagans (to all) (v. 15).  Do not quench the Spirit or put out his fire or despise His gifts.  Wild, unbridled enthusiasm needs to be controlled, but the genuine work of the Holy Spirit should be released!
D. Refrain From (5:19-22)
Give______________! ______________! ______________! These are part of God’s will! Don’t quench the Spirit. Don’t despise his gifts.  Don’t consider them to be without value.  Test or prove all things. This will help prevent error. Hold fast the good or beautiful and noble in conduct.  Abstain, hold away from, evil of any kind. 
Rely Upon (5:23-24)
Paul ______________ for these ______________. He asked the God of peace to sanctify or set apart these believers from unholy things. He prayed they be kept sound or kept in all parts – spirit, soul and body. He wants them blameless when the Lord returns. 
The One who is Reliable (v. 24)
Paul says God who calls is ______________ or ______________. He can do what He set out to do with them.  The Thessalonians can entrust themselves to this God. 
F. Read to All (5:25-28)
Paul concludes the epistle with a brief and pithy closing. Brothers, pray for us. He uses an imperative as a plea for them to pray, something he needed in Corinth and elsewhere. Greet the brothers with a holy kiss (1 Cor 16:20; 2 Cor 13:12; Rom 16:16). This is a token of brotherly ______________ and ______________. 1 Peter 5:14 says it is a kiss of love!
Paul adjures us
By the Lord to have the letter read to the brothers. He wanted the church to know what he had to say. This shows how Paul felt about his letters. 
The Benediction (5:28)
The ______________ of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  This is richer than a “______________”. Paul ends this letter just as he starts it: Grace! Grace!  Paul’s favorite words: grace in redemption and grace in living.


