New Testament 6

Lecture 6

1 Thessalonians 
Ch 2:17-3:13


Introduction
Evidently some of Paul’s opponents were accusing him of not caring since he was not with them during their suffering.  With such a charge, Paul poured out his ______________ to this ______________.
•	Presence (2:17-20)
Paul says that Silas, Timothy and himself were bereft of the believers at Thessalonica. “Bereft” is a verb from ______________. It is found only here in the NT. Being an aorist verb indicates this ______________ separation was a one time event and not a continuous one.
A. The Metaphor – “bereft”
Basically it means to be ______________ from someone. This word can be used of a parentless child or a childless parent. In its deepest sense it reveals a severe deprivation or desolation.This verb is in the passive and means that the situation was forced upon Paul and not something of his choice. 
The Contrast of Metaphors
We must stop briefly to look at the change of Paul’s metaphors in chapter 2. 
He has gone from being 
a ______________ (2:7), 
to ______________ (2:11) 
to an ______________ in 2:17. 
This certainly reveals just how much pain the separation was causing Paul. 
B. The Method – not in heart
Paul’s separation might have involved his body, but not his heart. In a sense he had left his heart with them. “______________” means ______________ They did not see his face, but they had his heart of love. They might be out of his physical sight, but they were not out of his heart’s sight or mind’s sight.
C. The Might – endeavored the more…
Paul’s desire was overflowing to see them again. He wanted to ______________them______________ to ______________.  This would involve personal, intimate ______________between the two.  He and his associates wanted or willed to return.
D. The Me - ______________, again and again…(v. 18) 
Paul deeply wanted to come to them. Another way to translate “______________and ______________” is “once and twice”.  It means, “more than once”This is the first of a number of instances that Paul speaks for himself in this letter.  Notice the use of the name, Paul. This is used to guarantee the correctness of the wishing.    
E. The Mutineer (v. 18)
Satan hindered us…______________ (aor act ind)…the word is used originally of ______________ a road to render it impassable; later it was used in a ______________ sense of making a break through an enemy’s line. It could also be used in athletics to mean to cut in on someone during a race.
How Satan did this, Paul did not say. Maybe by the opposition of the Jews or his illness or Jews in Corinth or something else. This is Satan’s plan of attack in the road of service to Christ. 
F. The Motivation (v. 19-20)
Paul says that the Thessalonians are his ______________, ______________, and crown of boasting before the LJC at his coming.  This ______________ refers to a king who would receive a crown of his arriving. Paul’s crown or boasting would be the Thessalonians themselves.  
Crown (______________)
 was the laurel wreath sometimes given to the victor at the Olympic games. The royal crown is a diadem. Sometimes the royal ______________ was a laurel ______________.  Here Paul is referring to the laurel wreath of victory.  The Thessalonians would be his crown of victory. He could present them at the feet of Jesus. We should all strive for such crowns!
II. Pain (3: 1-5)
These five verses have Paul relating his ______________ over his ______________ in Thessalonica while he is at Athens (Acts 17:15).  Timothy had met Paul there. Paul had really needed Timothy, but he decided that he would let him go check on the Thessalonians first.  This section shows Paul’s pain for the believers while they were separated and had no news about their situation
A. The Choice (v. 1).
“We were willing to be left behind at Athens.”  Paul had considered his own plight and that of the Thessalonians and felt he must choose them over his own needs. He had to send Timothy to them. The term “______________” is ______________ in the Greek (Pres act ptc). It means to ward off by covering (such as a roof covering a house both conceals and wards off). When Paul could not longer conceal his anxiety and could not longer support it, he made his choice!
B. The Consideration (v.1)
“well pleased” is eudokesamen. This is an aorist act ind verb. It means to consider something for the ______________ or to determine willingly for one option over the second option. Paul thought it best to send Timothy when he considered his position and theirs. 
C. The Compromise (v. 1)
“To be left behind” highlights Paul’s mode of thinking. Even with the city of Athens at his feet, he felt that going ahead to that city would not be making progress. For him, progress would be to go with Timothy back to Thessalonica. But he compromised and sent Timothy. He felt a total abandonment which is accentuated by the word “______________”. He felt abandoned as he faced Athens with its idols and philosophers. Mark 12:19 uses the word to show how one leaves a loved one after death.
D. The Caregiver (v. 2)
“Timothy, our brother and God’s servant in the gospel of Christ.”  Paul wasn’t sending just anyone to them. He was sending one of great importance to himself.  He was not an underling, but Paul’s brother and Jesus’ servant. ______________ means one who ______________to Christ. This lets the reader see just what it cost Paul: his right hand man, Timothy.
E. The Care Given (v. 2)
Paul sent Timothy with a two fold purpose of giving care: 1) to ______________ and 2) to ______________. Establish means to fix firmly, confirm, strengthen. This word means to buttress up the supporting elements of a building. New converts need this. To be exhorted means to be encouraged and we all need this once we come to Christ.
F. The Core of the Care (v. 3)
Paul wants Timothy to be there so that no one is moved by the afflictions.  The verb “be ______________”is interesting. It means “to be ______________ or shook like a dog’s tail”.  Here, it means that one acts in such a manner to entice, to flatter, to fascinate, to draw one to the other’s side. It is similar to a football offensive player trying to move so that the defense is pulled offside and penalized. 
The Application 
Seems to be that the Jews were telling the converts that if they renounced Christ and Christianity that the Gentiles would stop persecuting them.  
G. The Course of the Care (3b)
Suffering and affliction are to be the lot of Christians. “______________” is emphatic. It implies, “For you, the Thessalonian believers, and you all alone, know…” “Be our lot”  is a verb (______________) that renders “we are appointed or placed”. So, being a Christian implies that suffering will be part of your life. One should be prepared for such onslaught and be prepared to resist in the power of the Spirit.  Verses 4-5 remind the believers that Paul had told them earlier that this would come. 
3:5 –
This verse shows the intensity of Paul’s feelings. He repeats what he said in 3: 1-2. Paul wanted some assurance that the Thessalonians were not ______________ by their ______________.  
3:5 – The trickster
______________is the master of ______________communication. He is the master manipulator with a bag full of disguises. He mission is ______________: to cause trouble in relations between people. He knows the power of emotions in our lives and he works on them as well.  
III. Pleasure (3:6-8)
•	“But now,” Paul begins a new thought. Timothy had arrived with good news about the faithfulness of the Thessalonians. Paul’s concern is apparent and he is thrilled with his news. ______________ is one of the attitudes that Christians need, but so is love for the brothers. He was delighted to see that they wanted to see him as much as he wanted to see them. This is mutual desires.
3:7
•	“We have been comforted”. Their faith has been instrumental in  this good news. It had revived Paul and his faith in them. “______________” does not mean that Paul was soothed, but that he was given new strength. It had revitalized his efforts. Faith is contagious and strengthens others around us. 
3:8
•	“We live, if you stand firm”. Because of their ______________, Paul could stand firm in the Lord. He could feel alive again. The emphasis here is on the “______________”. Paul was encouraged by their faith. 
IV. Prayer (3: 9-13)
•	Prior to this section, Paul expressed his ______________ of being ______________. His loss came from an uncertainty about his hopes and his expectations.  Paul experiences a personal ______________ as he hears this news. 
3:9
•	Paul’s first response was gratitude to God. ______________alone had made this possible. Paul was ready to return to God something for the joy he received. The Thessalonians loved Paul as much as he loved them. 
3:10
•	“______________ your ______________”. Paul envisioned seeing the Thessalonians again and wanted their to be more than good fellowship. He wanted to complete their incomplete faith. 
“Supplying”
•	Refers to one who is an artisan. This is the person who makes something whole, rounds it out, completes what is not finished.  Paul wanted to ______________ the ______________of the Thessalonians. While he revealed in their victorious faith, he was not blind to their problems and needs. His love for them did not lessen his intent to confront them where they were lacking.
3:11
•	“______________ our ______________to you”. Paul wanted an extended period with this believers. Paul prayed God would direct his course of life so that he could add to their faith and love. 
“Direct our Way”
•	Means to make a ______________ way or ______________ way. Satan had tried to cut off this direction of Paul’s life, but Paul placed the relationship back into the hands of God. God could remove the obstacles and open the way for Paul to return. 
3:12
•	Paul prays that their ______________and ______________would increase. Paul finds no division between love and faith. The words “______________” and “abound” are synonyms. They express the idea of love’s overflowing. The Thessalonians had experienced love that not only went towards one another, but towards all.  One commentator said that this means love that is an ocean which reaches it bounds and flows over the edges.
3:13
•	“______________ your ______________”. “Hearts” is not simply our emotions. It is more. It is comprehensive of the whole inner life, thinking, feeling, and the willing. 
Leon Morris
•	In his commentary on 1 Thessalonians states, “…we must not think of this as nothing more than a ______________ for personal calm and confidence. There is in Paul’s complex thought for them a pronounced ethical and spiritual element (______________, p. 113). 

