New Testament 6	Lecture 5	1 Thessalonians Ch 2
1 Thessalonians
Chapter Two

INTRODUCTION
•	Paul asserted the surety of the ______________ of the ______________ as he remembered their coming to faith in JC.  He reminded them that they had heard the gospel and what had happened since that time. Chapter two will allow Paul to defend himself against those attacking him. He wants to return to Thessalonica and to share in a mutual joy.
•	OPPOSITION (2:1-2)
______________: You yourselves know…
Paul’s ______________ were being ______________ and he appeals to the memory of the Thessalonian believers.  He appealed to what they knew…
______________: the visit, way into your midst…
Paul is referring to his first coming to them.
______________ was not …
“was” is a perfect active ind. Verb. This emphasizes the lasting effect of his coming.
______________: not in vain…
This refers to the essential content of Paul’s preaching rather than to its results. It suggests a ______________, empty from purpose and earnestness.   Paul’s initial visit bore fruit as they are evidence themselves.
______________ (1:2)
In Philippi the missionaries had already suffered pain and suffering (______________n) at that hands of the pagans. 
a. ______________ of the Experience (1:2)
“Shamefully treated” indicates they were treated insolently. They experienced more than bodily pains. They were inflicted with indignities in spite of their Roman citizenship.  See Acts 16: 19-40 for a reference. More specifically this treatment was calculated publicly to insult and openly humiliate the person who suffers from it.  This can be temporal (after) or concessive (although)
b. The Determination of the Experience…
We had confidence in our God…Paul did not plunge into self-pity with this experience. Instead he moved forward.  “______________” is an ingressive aorist which implies they came to have courage or boldness to go on to Thessalonica.  
______________ = aor. mid/dep ind. = 
to speak freely, about all things.
 This word was used in classical Greek to signify freedom of ______________ or ______________, often with a political connotation.
c. The declaration of the experience
The courage which Paul found from and in God allowed him to ______________ or ______________ the Gospel of God in the face of great opposition or in the sphere of conflict.  
Opposition
Is transliterated as ______________ (agony). This was an athletic term of striving in games. It covered both ideas of a mental or physical striving. Paul suffered both of these in Thessalonica.  ______________ implies intense effort or strenuous exertion in Paul’s preaching the gospel, especially in the face of ______________and ______________ with the Jews at Thessalonica.
B. MOTIVATION (2:3-12)
It is in these verses where we begin to see the precise charges made against Paul and his associates by the ______________in Thessalonica when they left the town.  On the other side, these verses talk in depth of Paul and his fellow laborers’ ministry and tender love for the Christians there.
Paul’s Motives Appealed
•	Paul will now set out his appeal for the Thessalonians to understand his motives while he ministered to them.  He will to this by first showing their ______________ in the negative and his ______________ in the positive.  
1. Appeal (______________)
•	Is an exhortation, encouragement, or appeal.  It implies an appeal, having its direct object the benefit of those addressed, which may be either hortatory or conciliatory depending on circumstances. The word is used to encourage ______________ before going to battle and it was said that encouragement was necessary for hired soldiers; but for those who fight for life and country no exhortation is required.
Negative Motives for Ministry
Paul’s motives were not from “error or uncleanness nor..with guile.” “From” denotes “origin” or “source”. In the Greek text it precedes both error and uncleanness. 
“With” indicates “sphere or atmosphere” So, Paul is saying that his ministry did not originate these areas. 
Error (ek planes)
The word is used either in the active sense of deceit, leading astray, or in the passive sense or error. The ancients thought of the planets as wandering bodies that were erratic in the movement in ______________.  
Uncleanness (ez akatharasis)
Means out of impurity. It could refer to sexual or moral impurity but here it is a more general reference and means that Paul does not preach from any impure motives; ambition, pride, greed, popularity, etc.
Guile (en dolo)
The word meant a ______________ or bait or any form of strategy. Many wandering teachers and philosophers peddled their religious or philosophical wares and made their living at the expense of their followers. It was necessary for Paul and his co-workers to emphasize their purity of motives and conduct.  No effort had been made to catch them like fish on a hook or in a net.
2. Approval (1:4)
Paul is not looking for approval from men but from God.  He says they were “______________” by God. “Approved means “to test so as to determine genuineness as of a coin” Paul and his co-workers had been tested by God and found to be the real things.  
Approval (dedokimasmetha)
This is a perfect passive indicative verb. As said above, it means to approve after testing or ______________. The word was used in a technical sense to describe the passing of a person so that he was fit for an elected office. The perfect indicates a lasting approval and not something over and done with. 
3. The Answer (entrusted)
Paul says that God’s approval resulted in his sharing the gospel with the Thessalonians.  Entrusted is  ______________ in the Greek. This is an infinitive verb which helps to explain why something was done.  Notice the root means to ______________ or have faith in someone. God had faith in Paul and his associates. 
To Please (apeskontes)
This is a present active participle which is a word found in inscriptions to people who have served their fellow citizens; it conveys some sense of ______________ and ______________ The present tense indicates this is a contemporaneous activity of Paul.  He is currently (even as he writes) pleasing God. 
To Please men
Is one of the subtlest ______________ preachers face. It can be seen in many ways: toning down standards or morality, living a life within the standards of society instead of the bible; preaching contrary to the Word; falsifying the gospel in some manner.  Maybe to just avoid social issues of our day. 
4. Additions (v. 5)
Paul continues with his defense.  He did not use “______________…or a cloak of ______________.”  Literally it is cloak of covetousness or desire for more.”  This was necessary because many philosophers heaped great flattery on their supporters for personal gain. They were out in wolves covering to catch and take men captive. Not so with Paul.  
Flattery (kalakeia)
The word contains the idea of deception for ______________ ends. It is flattery not merely for the sake of giving pleasure to others but for the sake of self-interest.  It is deception by slick eloquence, the idea of winning over the hearts in order to exploit them. 
5. Alliance of God, Thessalonians and Paul v. 5
As you know…and God is my witness…The Thessalonians knew with certainty that Paul’s motives were not to flatter them. God is witness may be seen as an oath taken by Paul (Rom 9:1; 2 Cor 1:23; Phil 1:8).  
Cloak/pretense denotes one who puts on for ______________, with the definite design to color something else. It is a pretext, an outward show. 
6. Ambitions (v. 6)
Paul not only denied being covetous, but even being ambition for worldly things and honors. None of the group bringing the gospel to Thessalonica sought glory from men…either Christians or others.  As apostles, they could make demands, but did not.  “______________” means burdens, which could refer to authority, finances, or dignity.
7. Affections (v. 7)
The big issue here is how do we understand the word ______________ (______________) or ______________ (______________)?  Read your text for the full discussion. Paul’s main point is that he worked with the Thessalonians with a deep affection. He sought to give rather than take. They were “affectionately desirous”  or were affectionately wanting to foster or nurture them in the faith. This verb is used in Deut 22:6 to refer to a bird warming her eggs. 
8. Alternatives (v. 9)
Paul and his co-workers worked day and night so they would not be a burden.  ______________ means ______________; toil is heavy, exhausting labor.  
Work (ergazomenoi)
There were no paid teachers in Israel during the first century. It was necessary for a rabbi to have other means of support.  Some feel that there may have been a high rate of unemployment in Thessalonica during this time as well. But, Paul had an alternative means of supplying for himself.  He did not rely on the believers. See Acts 18:3.  
Preached (ekeruzamen) (v. 9)
An aorist active indicative verb which means to ______________ or preach or herald. Paul does not mention it here, but the church at Philippi had sent him money to help his support several times (Phil 4:15-16).  The word “herald” is used of a king’s representative who has  come. He should be heard and obeyed as if he were the king himself. So, Paul and his co-workers were heralds of the King!

9.Affirmation V. 10
Here Paul calls on the believers to consider his and his co-workers  ______________.  They were holy towards God, righteous towards the believers, and were without blame before either.  
10. Allusion (father image). v 11-12.    
Paul changes his metaphor to that of a father who disciplines his children.  We can note three phrases that ought to characterize a minister and his role: exhorted, encouraged, and charged (______________)—all of these with the one aim---to lead (______________) a quiet, tranquil life. 
To Exhort (parakalountes)
Means to exhort or ______________ to a particular way of life or line of conduct. Their lives should balance with the character of God or they should walk worthily of God (Eph 4:1).  
Is this anything if it is not a challenge to every Christian in every age?
C. COMMENDATION (2:13-16)
Paul has been sharing proofs of the calling to ______________ of the Thessalonians. This has developed to this point. The Greek text of verse 13 begins with: “______________…” :and for this cause also we…” 
 This could refer 
to a letter Paul had received (as some think); to Timothy’s recent report or to 1:4-2:12 or even to 2:12: their response to Paul’s exhorting, encouragement, and witness. At any rate, it is the source for Paul’s thanksgiving constantly or without leaving off being ______________. 
•	For Their Reception (v. 13)
Received refers to hearing the gospel. The Greek word ______________ is a pres. Act. Ptc. It means to ______________from ______________. It refers to receiving a tradition which has been shared by another. What did they receive? The word heard from the apostles.
Accepted (v. 13)
This word shows they responded favorably to the word and welcomed it into their hearts as the word of God and mere word of man. “______________ God” or “______________ God” indicates that it proceeded from God, having God as its author. 
B. The Reaping (v. 13)
The word is reaping its harvest since it was sown on good soil. It is at work among the believers. It is working effectually and effectively. It is productive. It is used to describe the ______________ and ______________ of God Himself. 
C. The Reproductions (v. 14)
You yourselves are ______________ (see 1:6). Here they imitate the churches in Judea. This pictures Paul’s admiration for these churches, and not an antagonism against them as some might suggest.  These are Christian churches in Christ.  Their source is God. Geographically they are in Judea; spiritually they live in Christ. 
D. The Reflection (v. 14)
You ______________ at the ______________ of your fellow ______________. It was these men who stirred up the trouble. Without the help of the Gentile Christians, the Jewish brothers would have been almost silenced.
E. The Reference (v. 15)
Paul refers to a well documented fact of history. The rebellious Jews had killed both Lord Jesus and the prophets.  See Matt 23:29; Acts 2:23.  Drove out (ekdiwzanton) Aor act ptc means to hunt down, to hunt out, to persecute. It may mean that they hunted them out in order (with the intention) to ______________. See Acts 17:5ff).
F. The Results (v. 16)
Paul says one result is that they tried to ______________ the ______________.  The Jews rejected Christ and hindered the preaching of the Gospel to Gentiles. They refused to enter the Kingdom and therefore wanted to prevent others from do it as well (Matt 23:13).  This is a present tense verb indicating “They were continually trying to hinder”
The Results (v. 16)
But God’s Wrath has come on them at last!  Paul did not have any specific event in mind. He simply foresaw the result of their conduct.  ______________ fell in AD ______________ was one such evidence.  
At last (______________)
Refers to a ______________ or end. Perhaps Paul is saying that though they oppose God’s work now, such will lead them to an inevitable end—God’s wrath.  The destruction of Jerusalem was a ______________ of God (1:10). His universal, abiding opposition to evil awaits all who stubbornly reject God and His Son.  (See Romans 1-3 and 9-11 for Gentile and Jews under the wrath of God.)    



