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New Testament 6
Lecture 3
Thessalonians: Hope in the Lord

An Introduction 


Paul’s 2 Thessalonians Epistles
•	Deal at length with questions related to the ______________ (2nd coming or appearance) of Christ.  The Thessalonians seemed to have several questions about this issue.  The two letters look at the return of Christ from ______________ perspectives.
1 Thessalonians
•	Is quite ______________. Paul seeks to ______________ and assure the Thessalonians about Jesus’ coming.
2 Thessalonians
•	Reveals that Paul is less ______________ than the first letter. Some were spreading the false word that the ______________ of the Lord had already come and Paul addressed this issue forcefully.
The Thessalonian Epistles
•	Are probably the earliest extant Pauline Epistles. Paul established these churches on his ______________ journey after leaving Philippi. The was around AD 50.  The two epistles were written in very close proximity to one another and to the founding of the church.  Polhill suggests within ______________ months of Paul’s leaving the church. They are similar in language and content.
The Establishment of the Church
•	There are ______________ accounts of Paul’s founding the Christian community at Thessalonica. The first is Luke’s account in Acts 17:1-9. Acts 17:10-15 tells of the work at Berea and Acts 17:16 tells of Paul’s arrival in ______________. This is the same period covered by 1 Thessalonians 1-3. Luke’s account and Paul’s version are quite distinct. They supplement one another.
Thessalonica (Acts 17:1)
•	Paul left Philippi with Silas and Timothy and went along the ______________ Way toward Thessalonica.  This is a journey of about 100 Roman miles. It took them through Amphipolis (32 miles from Philippi) and Apollonia (31 miles from Amphipolis, 38 miles from Thessalonica).  ______________ was a large town. In previous years it had been the capital of the first division of Macedonia. Paul did not stop there. He went to Thessalonica. It had a population of 65,000 to 100,000. IT was the largest city in Macedonia.
The Importance of Thessalonica
•	It was a major commercial city located on major land and sea routes.  The ______________ Way ran through the center of town. The city had grown up around the best natural harbor of Macedonia.  The ancient city of Therme had been here. In 315 BC Cassander organized Therme and a number of surrounding towns into his new capital.  Cassander had been one of ______________ generals.  He renamed the capital Thessalonica after his wife, who was also Alexander’s half-sister.
In 2nd Century BC
•	Macedonia allied against ______________ and was defeated as the battle of Pydna (168 BC). The victorious Roman general Aemilius Paullus organized all of Macedonia into four administrative districts with ______________ as capital of the second.
In 146 BC
•	Macedonia was made a Roman senatorial province with ______________ as capital. The city befriended Julius Caesar and after him, Octavian and Antony granted the status of a free city, at status reconfirmed by Octavian in 31 BC. In AD 15 Octavian (now ______________) removed Macedonia from senatorial provincial status to imperial rule because of much unrest over the heavy taxes.
AD 44
•	The emperor ______________ removed the legions, returning Macedonia to its former ______________ provincial status.
The Significance of This Information
•	The fortunes of Thessalonica were tied closely to Rome’s.  From Augustus’ time a statute of Julius Caesar was placed in Thessalonica and a cult had been established for the worship of the goddess ______________. The city was never made a Roman ______________, but remained a free Greek city.  
This meant they maintained
•	 their own legislative and governing prerogatives.
•	Were except from provincial ______________Had their own right to produce ______________Had no Roman troops within the city borders.
•	Their officials were politarchs which was used only in Macedonia (Acts 17:6, 8).  This has been found on 70 inscriptions (28 from Thessalonica)
Paul’s Relationship with The Thessalonians (Acts 17:2-16)
•	17:2-4 shows the establishment of the church. He began in the synagogue as was his custom and for three ______________ reasoned with them from the OT.  He showed them that Jesus fulfilled the OT prophecies.  He made many converts before the ______________ officials turned on him.
Three Categories of Converts
•	Are mentioned
•	1. Some Jews
•	2. A large number of “______________” Greeks
•	3. Sizable number of prominent ______________ women (v. 4).
The Break with The Synagogue
•	Is recorded in Acts 17:5-9.  The Jews stirred up a mob. Polhill thinks the breach occurred before the mob incident.  The three Sabbaths probably referred to the ______________ period of witness in Thessalonica in the synagogue.  An extensive period of ministry is indicated by the Philippians sending him aid there “again and again” (Phil 4:16) and by his having to support himself in Thessaloinca with his own ______________ (1 Thess 2:9; 2 Thess 3:8).
The Mob (Acts 17:5-6a)
•	Eventually the Jewish opposition did force Paul to leave the city. This was a pattern from the first journey.  But this time the Jews did not act alone. They got the ______________ population involved. Specifically they enlisted the ‘bad characters from the marketplace” These produced a full-scale riot.  The mob rushed ______________ house, dragged him outside with some of his fellow Christians to the politarchs.
The Charges (Acts 17:6b-8)
•	Much as at Philippi, multiple charges were made against the Christians, such as “______________ Caesar’s decrees” by proclaiming there was another king.  Everyone was expected to take on oath of allegiance to the emperor and the Christians wouldn’t.  The ______________ were in a situation like Pilate.  They arrived at a reasonable compromise and no one suffered any harm.
Jason (Acts 17:9)
•	The politarchs had Jason post bond and then dismissed the Christians.  Luke did not specify the terms of the bond, but may have been a guarantee that no more disturbances would occur.  It may have been that Paul and ______________ were to leave the city.  Jason’s role is significant.  He seems to have been a Christian of considerable social standing.  He was the ______________ of the church.  
Ministry at Berea (Acts 17:10-16)
•	The Thessalonian Christians sent Paul and Silas out of the city under the cover of ______________, evidently they were still being sought by their enemies.  We do not know where Timothy is at this time.  Later he is present with Paul and ______________ in Berea (v. 14).  Berea was about 50 miles southwest of Thessalonica.  
At Berea 
•	Paul continued to preach in the synagogue first. The Jews here are described as being more ______________ than Thessalonica. Daily they joined Paul in the study of scriptures and the ______________ groups are found here as well. Only many of the Jews came to faith in Christ.
Paul’s Ministry to the Bereans
•	Was cut short by the coming of Jews from Thessalonica. There they stirred up the “______________” against the Christian missionaries.  Nothing is said about the Berean Jews being involved. The “______________” seem to have been the Gentile populace.  The picture is very much like Thessalonica: the Jews instigate, the Gentiles form the bulk of the crowds. 
Paul’s Trip in Acts 17:14
•	The meaning of this is somewhat uncertain, and the meaning of the best reading is unclear.  It says Paul went as far as the ______________. This could mean either he went to Athens alone, having left Timothy and Silas behind in ______________ (v14).  
At Athens 
•	Paul sent instructions back to Timothy and Silas that they join him as soon as possible (17:15-16).  It is unclear whey they did not accompany him to ______________. They may have been working elsewhere in the vicinity when the ______________ arose and forced Paul to leave Berea.  
Paul’s Relationship in 1 Thess 1-3
•	The first half of this first letter is devoted to Paul’s relationship to the ______________.  He reminded them of his coming to them and his worry about them since he had to leave.  Some see the differences between Acts and 1 Thess as ______________.  They are not contradictions, but complementary of one another.
Paul’s First Preaching (1:4-2:16)
•	Paul reminded the Thessalonians of how he had come to them and been made to suffer at Philippi (2:1-2 = Acts 17:1-16).  He spoke of his deep conviction in the persuasive power of the ______________ (1:5, Gal 3:13).  It is clear from 1 Thessalonians that the church consisted mainly of Gentiles. They were called to turn from idols to the living God. They were taught of the ______________ of Christ, of His second coming, and the coming judgment.
The Parousia in 1 Thessaslonians
•	Is mentioned for the first time in 1:10. Then it is mentioned again in 2:19; 3:13; 4:13; 5:2 and 5:23.
•	This is a prominent ______________ in the letter.
1 Thess 2:3-12
•	Paul reminds them of how he sought to be a model to them and showed genuine ______________ concern for them while he was with them.  He was no man pleaser, nor a ______________. He showed no greed. His motives were pure and honorable toward them.  
His Ministry Was Hard
•	In Thessalonica.  He experienced strong opposition and they had come to share in those same ______________ (1:6; 2:14-16).  “Your own countrymen” seems to be a reference to a political rather than racial designation and could embrace both ______________ and Jew as in Acts 17:5-0. The people had become active examples for others to follow and imitate(1:8; 4:10).
Paul’s relationship after leaving them (2:17-3:10)
•	Paul’s emphasis shifts after having left them alone.  He stated that he attempted “again and again” to come to them, but had been hindered by ______________.  What does this refer to?  Sometimes in the early Christian history, ______________ was veiled language to refer to Rome. Maybe this was the charge of sedition and Jason’s bond formed this barrier?
3:1-5
•	Shows Paul’s increased desire to come see the Thessalonians again.  He ______________ about them and wanted to know how they were bearing up under the pressures.  He sent Timothy to find out and could hardly ______________ until he returned with some kind of news.  
The Sending of Timothy
•	Is perhaps the key issue between harmonizing Acts and 1 Thessalonians.  Remember we left Timothy in ______________ with Silas while Paul went on the Athens.  Acts does not mention the pair rejoining Paul until they get to Corinth (Acts 18:5).  1 Thessalonians states that Paul sent Timothy from Athens.  Any problems of contradiction here?
Solution?
•	Perhaps neither Acts nor 1 Thessalonians gives a detailed, chronological account of all the Timothy did and everyplace he went.  Maybe the two together help to round out the picture better for us.
1 Thessalonians 3:6-10
•	Rounds the rest of the events between Paul and the Thessalonians. Timothy returns with good news that they were still faithful to Paul and firm in the faith.  Overcome with relief Paul may have written 1 Thessalonians from Athens and sent it on to the Thessalonians by Timothy.  
The Genre of 1 Thessalonians
•	Is that of a “______________” letter. What Paul could not express in personal presence, he attempted in the letter. His strongest desire was to see them in person, and that request became the ______________ of a prayer for them as he concludes the personal portion of the letter (3:11).
The Situation of the Church
•	Has been a particular important matter of research.  The social composition, its ______________ background, the nature of the persecution which the church faced are all parts of this research.  Also the integrity is discussed. Alongside these issues are discussions of the authenticity of 2 Thessalonians and the occasion of the letters.
Social Composition of the Church
•	It seems to be primarily Gentile in composition.  This is hinted at in the initial ______________ of Paul’s preaching in 1 Thess 1:9-10.  In addition the emphasis on sexual purity points to a pagan background (4:3-8). Socially the church seems somewhat mixed, having wealthy ______________, like Jason and the noble women (Acts 17:4) and a significant number of the working class and urban poor . Those interested in idleness (2 Thes 3;11) may have come from these later ranks.
The Social Interaction
•	Within the church could lead to ______________.  This explains why so much of the letter has family language in it: “brother – 18 times”; Paul describes himself in family terms (mother in 2:7; father in 2:11). They were his children (2:7, 11). ______________ from them was like being orphaned (2:17-torn away in NIV).  
Pastoral Care was Essential
•	The church faced fierce persecution (1:6; 2:14; 3:3-4:2; 2 Thes 1:4-6).  The nature of the ______________ is debated. Acts shows it was at the hands of the Gentiles and incited by the Jews (17:5-9).  1 Thessalonians points to the local ______________ as the main source of persecution (2:14), while some Jews were probably involved as well.
The Nature of Persecution
•	Robert Jewett suggested that it was linked to the ancient cult of the ______________, a local religion venerating a slain hero. It was traditionally associated with the working class and its symbol ws the hammer.  By the first century AD the ______________ gained control of this religion and the working class felt left out. 
This may have added
•	 to the attraction of Christianity.  The “______________” attraction with its social redress added to it.  Thus for Jewett, the eschatological aspect was the area that caused the ______________. Polhill says that we don’t have to be so creative. Emperor worship would be enough.
Integrity of the Epistles
•	Some scholarly opinion see 1 Thessalonians as a composite of ______________ letters.  The reason is Ch 2 verse 13. This is a second “thanksgiving” and thus marks a second beginning.  1 Thess 2:13-4:1 or 2 is a fragment of a 2nd letter inserted into 1 Thess. This 2nd fragment deals with Paul’s relief over the good report brought by ______________. This is usually seen as written after the rest of 1 Thessalonians.
 The Solution
•	Most interpreters maintain the ______________ of the letter.         



