New Testament 6
Lecture 26
Galatians 4: 21 – 31
Introduction
•	Paul has carefully set forth his case of justification by _______________________through the grace of God as seen in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Now, he will make use of an _______________________situation to further prove his point.
Paul’s point
•	Is to show that there are two family branches of _______________________family, one is physical and the other is spiritual.  Those related to Abraham by physical means are in_______________________. Those spiritually related are free.
Some scholars
•	Like to accuse Paul of making too much of this historical event and say that he over stepped traditional boundaries of interpretation. But he follows the normal _______________________rabbinical method of interpreting scripture. Paul intended to use the false apostles own words and scriptural support to defeat them in this battle for the souls of the Galatians.  Yet, Paul is more precise than the _______________________who would often extract from the historical, biblical narrative principles foreign to the OT event.
Our Outline:
•	1. The Historical Situation (4: 21-23)
•	2. The Pauline _______________________ (4: 24-27)
•	3. The Pauline _______________________ (4: 28-30)
•	4. A Pauline Conclusion (4:31).
•	The Historical Situation (4:21-23)
By observing the _______________________of the Galatians, Paul discerns that they wanted to be under the law again.  He asks a question in v. 21, “Tell me, you who want to be under the law, do you know hear the law?”  The tone is less tender and more commanding than the previous verses.  The _______________________and excitement of Paul is clearly seen.  “You who want to put yourselves under the law” shows they had not done this, yet.
Verses 22-23
Constitute a brief summary of th story Paul wants to use in his_______________________.  It will illustrate the difference between law and_______________________.  
The Leading Historical Facts are:
•	 Abraham had two sons (22a): Ishmael and _______________________are in mind.
•	 These two sons were different in origin (Ishmael was born of slave girl) and (Isaac was born of a _______________________woman, 22b).  
•	 They were different in the circumstances of their birth (Ishmael was born of the flesh) and (Isaac was born of the promise 23a & b). 
2. The Pauline Interpretation (4:24-27)
Paul says that the historical facts in 22-23 contain an allegory (24a). Allegory is to express one thing under the figure of another.  Paul is not questioning the historical accuracy of the _______________________account. He does not see it as an allegory itself, but he regards it as embodying principles which typify the bondage of those under the law and the _______________________of faith.
The Two Women
Hagar, the slave girl and Sarah, the free woman, represent two covenant (24b).  One derives from Mt _______________________and bears children destined for bondage.  This corresponds to Hagar (24c).  The second covenant is not taken up here, but comes in verse 26.  Now this _______________________stands for Mt. Sinai in Arabia.  
There is discussion 
on where the phrase “in_______________________” should go. Does it go with Hagar in Arabia or Sinai in Arabia. You will find camps for both. Another view puts it as bondage as at Mt. _______________________.
Hagar
“Corresponds to the Jerusalem that now is; for she is in bondage with her children” (25b).  “The _______________________that now is”  stands for the Jewish system which Jerusalem was the center of during Paul’s days.  _______________________can be seen in bondage to Rome and the Law.  The primary reference is bondage to the law.  
The Jerusalem above
(26b) is contrasted with the one that is here.  This _______________________is free on contrast to the one on_______________________.  
Verse 27
Paul quotes Isa 54:1, picks up and develops the idea of _______________________which is introduced in verse 26. In its original meaning the Isaiah passage describes the _______________________and greatness of the city of Jerusalem after the Exile.  
The Imagery
Is that of a barren wife (Jerusalem) deserted by her husband but eventually (after the exile) is accepted by him and fruitful in bearing children.   Paul sees the passage as Messianic and finds its deepest fulfillment in the _______________________and its growth.  The barren woman represents Sarah. The woman who has a husband corresponds to Hagar. The basic thought is that Sarah, though barren at first, later has more _______________________than Hagar.  This teaches that while the church in Paul’s day may be small, it will one day bear many children.
A Summary of the corresponding items:
3. The Pauline Application (4:28-30)
We want to cover three points here:
•	We who believe
In Christ and depend wholly on him for acceptance with God as Isaac was, are children of _______________________ (v.28).  Just as Isaac was Abraham’s son through the fulfillment of a divine promise, so believers owe their _______________________with God, not to physical descent but to the creative word of God.
2. People of Faith
May expect to be persecuted like they did in Paul’s day and in the day of Isaac.  Surprisingly most of this _______________________will arise from those physical descendents of Abraham. “Born of the flesh” means born in the normal course of births. “Born of the_______________________” means according to supernatural power and work of the Holy Spirit.
3. Law Must Give Way
To the place of the Gospel.  _______________________Judaism must be rejected by the people of _______________________ (v.30). 
4. A Pauline Conclusion (4:31)
This is a summation of the entire paragraph.  Believers are not children of a_______________________, but of the freewoman.  The idea is that believers belong to a family that is not under bondage, but a family that is _______________________and that of sons and heirs.

