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Lecture 25
Introduction to 4: 12-20
•	As Pastors and spiritual leaders in our churches, we will encounter times when not everyone will be unified and moving in the same_______________________. How do you handle it?  Paul Billheimer wrote Love Covers: A Biblical Design for Unity in the Body of Christ and in it he says, “Disunity in the body of Christ is the scandal of the ages. The greatest sin of the Church is not lying, _______________________, drunkenness, adultery—not even murder—but the sin of disunity.” (p. 31).  
Swindoll, Study Guide to Galatians, p. 80
•	Reminds his readers that “The night before Jesus was crucified, He prayed that all Christians would become as one, bonded together by love (John 13: 34, 17: 20-26).  Why the stress on_______________________?  Because it would be a sign to the non-Christian world that He was who He claimed to be – God’s eternal Son. Christ staked His _______________________and mission on unity in the Church. It unbelievers fail to see this oneness, it is not surprising that they dismiss the validity of Christianity.”
Paul’s 3 Fold Examination:
•	He reminds them to 
•	1. Examine our _______________________relationship (12-15)
•	2. Examine our _______________________relationships (16-18)
•	3. Examine Paul’s present _______________________ (19-20)
The Appeal (12a)
•	“I beseech you, _______________________, become as I am (in my freedom from the law), for I also am become as you are.”
•	The NEB translates it, “Put yourselves in my place, my brothers, I beg you, for I have put myself in yours.” 
•	Paul wants the Galatians to _______________________the same full freedom he experiences in Christ. 
•	Examine Our Past Relationships (12-15)
This passage shows that Paul did not set out to write a theological treatise but a true_______________________.  He instructs the believers in Galatia with a passion originating from his own heart.  He requests that they try to understand his true feelings and his heart.  He desires they accept his point of view on these matters.  He wants now to recall their cordial past_______________________. It should be clear that Paul is holding no grudges against them. He simply loves them.
The Bodily Ailment
Is what brought Paul to them in the first place.  This may the one that he later calls his _______________________in the flesh (2 Cor 12:7). No one actually knows what it was.  Some speculate malaria which he would have contracted while in Pamphylia. It is a vast _______________________land. He then went to the north area of Galatia for help or to improve.  
Verse 14
Seems to imply that the disease had a _______________________aspect to it. He says that it was an actual trial for them. “that which was a trial to you in my bodily condition you did not despair or loathe.” They did not despise Paul, but welcomed him. How did they welcome him? Like he was a what? “An _______________________of God.”  They welcomed Paul almost as if he were “Jesus Christ Himself”. 
Despair and Loathe’
Are strong verbs in the Greek text. They suggest scorn and contempt.  The word, “_______________________” actually means “to spit out”. They suggest such a ugly picture that most people would not _______________________to Paul because they could not stand to look at him.  
IT Seems They were
Very glad to have received the gospel from Paul’s_______________________.  They recognized that a great spiritual blessing had come with this sick man.  Before this moment that Paul is writing, he had preached the gospel of _______________________to them and they gladly received it. But what has happened between now and that first moment? 
The Possible Situations:
If Galatians was written to South Galatians, the first visit was on the _______________________journey (Acts 13:14-14:23), and the second was made on the second journey (Acts 16: 1-5).
If it was written to the northern people, the first visit would be that of the second journey (Acts 16:6) (according to north Galatian theorists). The second visit would be made on the _______________________journey (Acts 18:23).   
Verse 15
What is Paul’s question here? “Where then is that sense of blessing you had?”  Paul implies at least two things: 

1) They had at one time felt it to their _______________________to have Paul around. What happened?

2) This self-consciousness of God’s blessing on their part was gone, what happened? What caused it? What was the reason for such a _______________________in attitude?
“Blessing” 
Is used in Romans 4: 6, 9 and carries the idea of a “declaration of blessedness”. The RSV suggests “the _______________________you felt”. The NEB renders it, “Have you forgotten how happy you thought yourselves in having me with you?”
Beware_______________________!  You will find the church that loves you at your arrival and then months down the road, you are totally despicable and useless for God in their church and midst!
Verse 15b
Notice how much they loved Paul on his arrival.  What had they been willing to do?  “you would have _______________________your eyes out for me.” Wow! What love and devotion and_______________________! 
The Meaning?
If it means anything at all, it probably  implies they understood what great _______________________they owed to this man.  
They would have been willing to do anything and to make any sacrifice just to say “_______________________you!” for bringing the truth of the Gospel to us. 
“But what has happened to you, now?”
2. Examine Our Present Relationships (16-18)
•	“Have I therefore become your enemy?” This is a rather indignant question.  Have I become _______________________towards you because I told you the truth? Should this be understood as a declarative sentence, simply stating a fact, or is it an exclamatory statement? 
Paul’s Affection
•	For the Galatians comes out in these verses.  Verse 17 suggests the real reason for the change in heart by the Galatians.  It was a third party: the Judaizers. “They zealous seek you in no good way (for no good purpose); they desire to _______________________you out, that ye may seek them (ASV).” 
The Intentions of Paul’s Enemies
•	Was to keep the Galatians separated from Paul.  They wanted to create a _______________________between the two.  Moffatt, “They want to debar you from us.” The ultimate goal was to get the Galatians to _______________________on them, not Christ. 
Verse 18
•	Shows Paul pleading with his brothers to return to that time of _______________________and thanksgiving which existed between Paul and them.  “But it is good always to be eagerly sought in a commendable manner, and not only when I am present with you.”  Paul understands that it is good to have the churches following you. He wants them to follow him, only in the _______________________manner.  He makes it clear that he wants the Galatians to follow him, even when he is not with them. His idea is “Don’t forget me when I am gone!” 
3. Examine Paul’s Present pain (19-20)
•	Notice how deep Paul’s pain is for this relationship to be_______________________. He compares his pain to what kind of pain?
•	“My children, with whom I am again in labor…” 
•	This expresses tenderness and affection and seems very appropriate in the current context.  The mention of birth pains shows the deep solitude and painful anxiety of Paul.  He is in _______________________at the present moment. He feels as if he is giving birth to them a second time because of their present failure.
Verse 19b
•	Includes a prayer of Paul’s for the Galatian believers. What does he want formed in them? Christ!  This is a mixed_______________________, but the meaning is clear.  
•	The verb here is used in ancient medical texts to describe the formation of an embryo within the womb. 
•	So, here the thought is that of Christlikeness and the Christ-life be _______________________in these believers. 
Paul’s Wish (v. 20)
•	He wants to be with his children in the faith.  These words offer absolutely no _______________________for what he has said to this point.  
•	It expresses Paul’s confidence that he will see them again, _______________________to face, to work things out.  
The Reason for the Wish?
•	Is expressed by “I am perplexed about you.” 
•	The literal Greek meaning is “to be without a way in which to go.” So it comes to mean, “to be_______________________,” “to be at a loss,” or “to be at my wits end.”  
So what?
•	What would you do?
•	How would you _______________________this?
•	Write them off and say, “They should be_______________________!”


