New Testament 6
Lecture 22
Galatians 3: 6-18
Paul’s Proof of Example 
(3: 6-18)
•	Paul will use 3 examples to prove his Gospel of justification by faith:

•	1. The Example of ______________ (3:6-9)

•	2. The Example of the ______________ (3:10-14)

•	3. The Example of ______________ (3:15-18)

Some of Life’s Issues
•	Can be understood as either/or ______________  Others can be understood as both/and issues.  For example, you are either married or you are single, you can’t be both.  So, salvation is either by faith or it is by works. It can’t be both.  They cannot be mixed because they are poles apart.  Paul will address this issue of salvation by works in three very precise and logical examples.
•	The Example of Abraham (3: 6-9)
He begins with the ______________ of Abraham.  He is going to use a scriptural argument here.  It would carry special weight with the Judaizers. Most Jews and rabbis found answers to their questions for life by looking at the life of Abraham.  He is venerated as the founder of their Jewish religion and the patriarch of the race.  He was the righteous man par excellence. 
Verse 6
“even as Abraham” links this verse and what Paul is about to do with 3: 1-5 and the experiences of the Galatian believers.  The one serves to confirm the other.  So Paul wonders how this righteous man gained his right standing with God. The answer is plain: he believed God and it (his ______________) was accounted as righteousness to him. 
The Quote:
Is found also in Romans 4:3 is from the LXX version of Genesis 15:6. Paul’s point is that ______________, not ______________, brought Abraham’s acceptance with God.  Ridderbos is keen with insight as he states that Abraham’s faith is seen as “a readiness to surrender unreservedly to the word of the Lord, regardless of how incredible it seemed” (p. 118).
“Accounted”
Is a word that means “to ______________something to one’s ______________”.  The idea is that God accepted Abraham’s faith as equivalent to righteousness.  Cole adds, “Abraham entered into his particular blessing by realizing he could do nothing for himself, confessing it to God, counting on God to do what he could not…This attitude alone is “right standing with God, for any other attitude is stubborn pride and self-righteousness.” See Romans 4 for more detail. (Cole, p. 91).
Verses 7-9
Paul demonstrates that only people with ______________and______________ like Abraham can experience righteousness or acceptance with God.  
Verse 7 
puts it very plainly: “Know that those who are of ______________ the same are the sons of Abraham.” “They that are of faith” = believers, whose fundamental life principle is like Abraham’s.  “These only” is in the emphatic position and implies a limitation of others. It is exclusive relationship of believers who are “sons of Abraham”.
Verse 8
Expands on verse 7.  Since kinship with Abraham depends on faith, the promise given to him and his descendents can be shared by believing Gentiles.  Verse 8 is an affirmation of Paul’s principle.  The Scripture is personified by Paul and was able to see a day when God would justify the Gentiles by faith.  “______________” are emphatic in the Greek text by virtue of their position.  “______________” expresses a general principle based on its tense.  The rule is: Justification by faith is God’s rule of action in every age!”.
What the Scriptures preached
Is stated in the end of verse 8: that all ______________should be ______________.  Paul saw this as advance announcement of the gospel.  Paul combines Gen 12:3 and Gen 18:18.  
Verse 9
Concludes the argument began in verse 6.  “So then they that are of faith are ______________with the ______________ Abraham”.   “They that are of faith” refers to men who are the spiritual descendents of Abraham, not the doers of the Law.  The Judaizers would argue the opposite.    
2. The Example of the Law (3:  10-14)
Paul used verses 6 to 9 to prove that right standing before God comes through faith. Now, he appeals to scripture again to show that the only thing the law can do is bring men into condemnation.  The rabbis taught that those without the law were under a curse. Paul shows those with a law are even under God’s curse.
Verse 10
“for as many as are the works of the law”…can be understood as meaning, “all who rely on the law as a means of ______________”.  These are under a curse, that is, separated from Christ.  Why say this?  “The ones who cannot keep everyone of the laws becomes cursed!” The law demands perfection of 100%.  These are a free quote from Deut 27:26 where they are part of the cursings at Mt. Ebal.  The minor changes are merely there to add clarity in relation to Paul’s argument.
Verses 11 and 12
•	Allows Paul to show two other verses that demonstrate the ______________ cannot ______________, but puts men under a ______________.  One of these is Habakkuk 2:4 which declares that faith, not works, is the source of life; the other is Levit. 18:5 which affirms that doing, not believing, is at the heart of the law.  The methods are radically opposed.  
Paul’s Method
Of introducing these verses seems to imply that even if one were able to fulfill the law, continuing in all of its ordinances perfectly, it still could not save, for the ______________of the law is against ______________The Mutually Exclusive Circles.
Verse 12b
•	Says, “and the ______________ is not of ______________”. This means that the fundamental principle of the law is not faith. It does not rest on faith.  The working principle is expressed in 12b, “ the man that doeth them shall live in them.”  Men are not commanded to believe in the law, but to do them.  Obedience, not faith, is the central concept of the law.
Verses 13-14
•	These relate the one ______________ of those finding themselves under the desperate situation of verse 10-12.  The basic thought is that he acted as our representative and substitute, taking the penalty due for our sin on himself (2 Cor 5:21).  
Observe 3 matters:
•	1. Statement of Fact: Christ redeemed us from from the ______________ of the ______________ (13a). Everyday life this was used to buy a slave from the marketplace.  Others see it more as a reference to the emancipation of a prisoner.  Ridderbos says, “At issue here is satisfaction of a violated justice…Behind the imagery employed, there very probably lies the old practice…according to which ransom money could be paid for a forfeited life (Ex 21:30). So, these were not only people in bondage, but also in line to die.
Observe Matter 2:
•	Christ accomplished this deliverance by being made a curse for us (13b).  How did He do this? We are not told.  All that should have come upon us, fell upon Him.  The words, it is written that everyone that hangs on a tree is cursed (Deut 21:23) shows that the law itself proclaims the kind of death Christ died to be an example of the curse in action. In the original context, these words do not refer to crucifixion, as it was to be developed later. The context was the hanging of a criminal’s body on a tree as an act of shame—condemned and executed criminal.
Observe Matter 3:
•	The purpose of Christ’s redemptive deed: That upon the Gentiles might come the blessing of Abraham in Christ Jesus: that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith (v. 14). Two distinct purposes for Christ’s work can be seen: 1) the blessing of Abraham (justification by faith) might come to the Gentiles; and 2) we both, Jew and Gentile, might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.  Some see the second purpose as telescoping out of the first: that we receive the blessing of Abraham, which is, the Spirit of Promise.  Seems best for the first interpretation.
3. The Example of the Promise (3: 15-18)
•	Paul’s opponents might argue that since the Law was given later than the ______________ that it was ______________ and superceded the promise.  These verses will answer that objection.  He will show that God’s promises to Abraham have permanent value and was given by grace, not works.  To make obedience a condition to the inheriting of Abraham’s promise would be comparable to canceling a will of another person. It simply is not done.
“Brethren,” Paul begins
•	This term sets the ______________ for what Paul is about to do.  It is affectionate and ______________  It is sharply noticeable when one looks at the rest of Paul’s tone prior to this verse.  
His Manner
•	“I speak after the manner of men.”  Or Paul says, “Let me give you an illustration from ______________.”  “Though it be but a man’s covenant, yet when it hath been confirmed, no one maketh it void, or addeth thereto (15b). The meaning is that no one enters a contract and then has the power to arbitrarily change it without the others consent.  Paul argues that if this is true in normal human contracts, how much more with God who makes the promise Himself.
Verse 16
•	Is almost a parenthesis.  It has an assertion and then an explanation.  The assertion says that ______________made a promise to ______________ and his ______________.  They are the beneficiaries of the promise. The OT references include: Gen 17:7-10; 12:7, 13:15; 22:18 and 24:7.  The repetition of promises probably accounts for the use of “promises”.  
Paul’s Explanation in 16b
•	“He saith ______________ And to ______________, as of ______________; but as of ______________, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” Paul’s point is that only Abraham received the promise, not to many – to Abraham’s seed (singular) not to seeds (plural).  Paul uses this to show that the fulfillment can only be in Christ.  
Verse 17
•	This verse picks up the thought of verse 15.  “And this I say” are Paul’s words. This may be understood as the TCNT” “This is what I mean.” “It was confirmed beforehand by God, and the law, which came ______________ after, cannot disannul the promise and make it of none effect.” Paul relates that whatever else the Law might have been able to do, it could not altar or set aside the promise of justification by faith made to Abraham.
Is there a Chronological Problem here?
•	Some assert that there is.  It appears that the 430 years is in conflict with Exod 12:40 which states that the sojourn of the Israelites in Egypt was 430 years. At least two possible solutions are offered. 1) Paul was using the LXX of Exod 12:40 which makes reference to the 430 years including Israels stay in both Egypt and and the land of Canaan. 2) Paul’s argument is not weakened in the least whether you read from the LXX or the Hebrew text.  His point is that the law was given long after the promise was made to Abraham and his seed.
The Teaching of 18a
•	“For if the ______________ is based on ______________ it is no longer based on a ______________ Another way to see this is “If the inheritance is based on law, it can no longer be resting on God’s promise. 
•	Law and promise are so fundamentally opposed that they cannot be combined in any manner.  
Verse 18b teaches
•	“but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise”. The Greek word for “______________” is built on the root idea for grace, was used in legal documents as a technical term for making a grant, deeding something by will.  This allows Paul to stress the freeness of the divine gift of the inheritance.  The tense (perfect) emphasizes the permanence of the gift.
So What?
•	1. The fact that you cannot be redeemed by works of the law does not altar the provision of grace.  The Law says, “______________!”. Grace says, “______________by ______________!”
•	2. The greater the condemnation, the sweeter the promise of salvation.




