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New Testament 6

Galatians: Introduction & Overview
Lecture 13

What is Galatians?
•	Wiersbe, ______________, p. 7 

•	“It is a dangerous book.”  “It exposes the popular substitute for ______________ living that we have in today’s church –LEGALISM!!!”
What is Galatians?
Colson and Dean, ______________, p. 31 “Galatians is an explosive book..”
What is Galatians?
Pinnock, ______________, preface, 1,

Galatians is spiritual dynamite. Its message has ignited theological revolutions and reformations. 
The Date?
A Survey of Galatians
In relation to the rest of the ______________.  We need to see how and where it fits into the rest of God’s revelation.
First Division: OT and NT
Each of these testaments provide us with the supreme message of God’s ______________ to mankind. The Entire Bible is given so we might be complete human beings in Christ. This is the purpose of the Bible: that we might experience all God intended for man in the beginning, wholly filled and flooded with God himself.
The Old Testament 
Gives us the ______________ of preparation, the ______________ for the New Testament.
The New Testament
Gives us the contributes a note of realization. It causes men to realize who the person of Jesus is, the ______________ and ______________ of God for making men complete.
The New Testament Divided
The new testament may be divided into the Gospels and the Book of Acts shows us Jesus. Each gospel gives a different aspect of His ______________.  Acts ties these gospels of Christ to his present manifestation in the world – His church. This is Christ at work. Christ in human life. 
The Epistles
Gives the explanation of Jesus Christ – his ______________, his ______________, and their ______________.  These are spelled out so that we can understand and grasp them.  They are further subdivided into three major groups:
The Three Groups:
1. The First Four –
 Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians and Galatians – teach the truth “______________ in ______________”—what it means to have Jesus Christ living in the Christian.
2. The Second Group
Contains the rest of the Epistles to Philemon. The theme of these epistles is “______________ in ______________.” They reveal the importance of the fact that we are made part of his body. They explain the work of the Church and the proper life of the church.
3. The Third Group
This begins with the letter to Hebrews and includes James, Peter, John and Jude. These letters explain the operative word, “______________”.  They show what faith is, how it works, why it suffers, and what it faces in life.  Faith is the means by which all that Christ in us and all that we have in him are made manifest in our experience.
The Last Division
Is revelation. It stands by itself as the great ______________ to what Christ has come to do in the earth. It describes the great scene where all will be ended and the work of the redeemed is accomplished.  
One Other Note:
Galatians is closely tied to two other books in the NT: ______________ and ______________. Each comments on one Old Testament verse found in Habakkuk 2:4. “the righteous shall live by his faith.”  All three of the NT epistles emphasizes an aspect of this verse.
Romans: 
The “______________” shall live by ______________. Paul stresses how a man becomes justified before God.
Galatians:
The just “Shall ______________” by ______________.” The emphasis of Paul’s letter here is on how the justified man is to live his Christian life. He shall live justified in Christ.
Hebrews:
The just shall live “by faith”. This letter shows the method of living by faith and culminates in chapter 11 with the “______________ of ______________”. 
Galatians:
Comes to terms with what it means to live the genuine Christian life. The answer is found in one single, important word: ______________!
The Christian is called to live in freedom.  Paul’s call in this letter is for men to find the freedom that God intended for them to have as sons of God. 
Titles for Galatians:
Scholars have given this 5 chapter book several titles.
“The Magna Charta of Christianity”.
“The ______________ of ______________” of Christianity.
The Emancipation Proclamation of Christianity.”
A Survey of Galatians
Galatians 1: 1-2
Notice that this letter is not like ______________ or ______________ in that it is written to just one church in particular. It is written to the CHURCHES in Galatia.  
Who were these Galatians?
Read Acts ______________ and you discover the background of these churches. They were churches that begun while ______________ was on his first missionary journey. His friend Barnabus had gone with him to the cities of Antioch, Iconium, Derbe, and Lystra.  It was at Lystra that Paul was stoned and left for dead. Before receiving this treatment, he had been welcomed as a god. These cities brought Paul persecution.

The Province of Galatia
Comes from the same root as Gaul (modern ______________).  Some three hundred years before Christ some Gauls invaded Rome from what is now France and sacked the city of Rome.  They crossed into northern Greece and continued across the Dardenelle straits into Asia Minor.  
The Galatians
Are not Arabs, Orientals, but a ______________ race, of ancestry like the Scots, the Irish, the Britons, and the French.  
Julius Caesar described them as: “The infirmity of the Gauls is that they are fickle in their resolves, fond of change and not to be trusted.”  
Another ancient writer said, “Thy are frank, impetuous, impressionable, eminently intelligent, fond of show but extremely inconstant, the fruit of excessive vanity.” 
On Paul’s Second Journey
He returned to these churches and on this occasion stayed a considerable time in the region. He apparently became sick. He refers to this illness in a rather quiet manner.  Evidently he developed some kind of ______________ trouble or problem.

Galatians 4:15 describes the eye trouble:
Notice the reception of the Galatians though.  They treated him as if he were an angel of God, or even Christ Himself. They rejoiced that he had brought the gospel to them. He had preached the gospel to them in such a powerful manner that the glory and work of the crucified Lord. They entered the life of the Spirit and received love, joy, and peace.
Why Write the Letter? 
When Paul writes this letter, the situation has changed in these Galatian churches.  Certain people had crept in and undermined Paul’s gospel of grace. Paul calls it an “alien gospel”.  Some think it was Judaizers from Jerusalem. They were preaching and teaching that to become a REAL Christian, one had to keep the Jewish law and be circumcised.  They had to obey all the Jewish ritual. These legalists imposed restrictions and ceremonial obligations on these Christians.
The Nature of their Gospel/Heresy
Is not that they totally deposed Jesus or set Him aside.  No gospel will do that.  What they do is push Jesus to second place—and make the Law paramount.  In addition, they challenge the Apostle Paul’s authority. They point out that he is independent, very undependable, overly enthusiastic, and had graduated from the wrong seminary.  So, they want the ______________ to reject Paul’s authority as an apostle.
Notice Paul’s Response:
Galatians 1:8 – But even if we or an angel from heave, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we preached to you, let him be accursed.
Put bluntly, Paul said, “let him be damned”. He repeats this again, in case someone didn’t hear him. Look at 1:9.  
Not content to leave it as this, Paul makes it clear as he closes his letter in 5:12.   See the ______________ in His ______________?
What is the Theme of Galatians?
What has Paul so upset? This is the theme of the letter.
See Galatians 1:3-4…
The thing that has gotten Paul stirred up is those who are perverting his ______________ of ______________. This legalistic approach is guilty of concealing two great truths inherent in the true gospel:
Truth One: Christ Gave Himself for our Sins
This is ______________Truth 2: He Gave Himself to Deliver us from Present Evil Age
This is sanctification.  All of it is by ______________ and not by ______________. 
It is assaults upon these truths that has gotten Paul so angry and upset. He knows anything that challenge them is a false gospel that will lead its victim into heartache, bondage, desolation or spirit and ultimately to spiritual death.
More Detailed Look at Twin Truths
Chapters 1-4 Paul handles the matter of justification by ______________. Christ died for our sins. He gave Himself for our sins. This is the basic declaration of the Gospel, the good news that Christ has borne our sins. Paul spends the first chapter defending the good news. He shows that it was revealed by JC directly to him. He did not get it from any man or group of men. Christ Himself gave it to Paul.
Second
It was acknowledge by the  other apostles as being the same as their gospel.  This is shown when Paul says 14 years later I went to Jerusalem to meet with the apostles to compare notes on the gospel, and they agreed it was the same as theirs. They were amazed that this man, who had not been part of the 12 knew as much about the Gospel as they did.
In Fact, Paul knew
As much as what happened in the innermost secret places that they were astonished. See 1 Corinthians 11:23-24a.  How could Paul know this? He would say, “From the ______________ ______________!”
Third, 
The gospel of Paul was vindicated when Peter came to ______________. Peter was supposedly one of the heads of the church in Jerusalem. You can read the story in Galatians chapter 2 where Paul and Peter had a run in about Peter’s fickleness. This led Paul to be upset enough to oppose the great Peter over this false gospel of law and legalism. Paul’s gospel was vindicate by Peter.
Paul proceeds to prove: 
1. Gospel of faith and not works:

The gospel of salvation by ______________ in the work of ______________ who has already done it all, not by the works we ourselves do.
2. The Gospel is by promise and not law.
Abraham had been given a promise ______________ hundred years before the law was given. The law, therefore, cannot change the promise.  The promise of God stands true whether the law comes in or not. 
3. Those in Christ are sons.
They are not ______________. They are no longer slaves or servants, but are part of the family of God.  In this connection, he deals with the great allegorical passages concerning Hagar and Sarah, the law and the mount of Grace (Jerusalem above).
From these passages:
Paul declares the great fact of ______________ by ______________:
ALL THAT IS WRAPPED UP
In that little phrase: “who gave Himself for our ______________.” 
Jesus Christ paid the price Himself and didn’t send an ______________ to do it.
It is pointed out
That every single ______________ known to man is one of works except the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Hinduism 
tells us to renounce the world and relate to the “______________ of the ______________.”
Buddhism 
sets before us eight principles by which man is to walk and fine himself on the way to ______________. 
Judaism
 says we must keep the 10 commandments perfectly and then we will be ______________.
Islam
 says a man must pray ______________ times a day and give ______________ and ______________ on the month of Ramadan as well as keep the commandments of Allah.  
Unitarianism
•	Says that ______________ is by a man’s good ______________.
Modern Humanism
•	Says that salvation is by ______________to humankind. 
IN ALL CASES
•	Salvation is by man’s works and what he does or does not do. 
•	The Good news of the gospel is that Christ has already done all the ______________. He has done for man what man cannot do for himself. In the process He has set us free!
Galatians 1:4b
•	Sets the stage for chapters 5 & 6.  Christianity is not merely going to heaven when you die. It is being set free from the bondage of sin. It is to be delivered from the present evil age right now. 
•	Paul had warned the Galatians in 3:1 about faulty thinking concerning salvation. He reminds them that salvation is all by faith.
He develops this theme
•	By showing that the life of freedom is not to be violated by either legalism or by libertinism or license. Salvation does not give the Christian any right to go and ______________. True freedom is shown in ______________ service for one another.
The Formula of Legalists
They say that sincerity plus activity equals ______________. Test any religious doctrine by this test and unless it is the gospel of ______________, you will find that it says that in one way or another. 
Their Formula
•	Boils down to “Sincerity (that is ______________) plus activity equals life as God intended it to be lived—salvation or whatever you want to call it.” 
The Truth is Opposite
•	It is that ______________ + ______________ = ______________. We work, no in order to be saved, nor to be blessed by God, but we work because we are saved and share the life of Jesus Christ in us.
Look at Paul’s truth
•	In the last two chapters of Galatians– that is Christ lives in us by the ______________ and reproduces his life in us. 
•	Therefore the whole of Christian life is to repudiate the life of the flesh with its self-centeredness and to rely on the HS to reproduce in us the life of Jesus. 
•	See 2:20. What does Paul say there?
The Old Self-centered “I”
•	Has been ______________ with Christ so that it no longer has any right to ______________, and your task and my task is to see that it doesn’t live, that is, it is repudiated, put aside, along with its ______________. 
•	See 5:19-20a.
The Works of the Flesh are:
•	5:19-20a…
•	All of these are ugly characteristics of a self-centered life, which Paul declares, was judged and cut off at the cross. It was replaced by the life of Jesus and made available to us. 
•	Therefore, dependence on him to live in us and a willingness to let it be done, and to let him move us in this direction, results in the ______________ of the Spirit. 
The Fruit of the Spirit (5:22-23)
•	See where Christian ______________ comes in? 
•	You haven’t begun to live the Christian life as God intended until the fruit of the Spirit is a consistent reality in your life. Anything less is bondage of legalism.
Paul’s Closing
•	6:11 – see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand.
•	This is a personal note from ______________ to these ______________. 

Paul’s Heart’s Desire
•	Is found in 6:14. What does he not want to ______________ or ______________?
•	What does he want to glorify the most?





 

