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Outline for 2:13-3:5
•	ATTITUDES			2:13-17
•	1. Attitudes of Gratitude		2:13-14
•	2. Attitudes of Standing Firm	2:15
•	3. Attitudes of ______________		2:16-17

•	ADMONITIONS		3: 1-5
•	1. Admonitions to Prayer		3:1-2
•	2. Admonitions to ______________ 	3:3-5
ATTITUDES (2:13-17)
•	Attitude are so important and reveal much about ourselves and our ______________ to ______________.  
•	Someone has said, “If you only look for holes, you will think a screen is useless; yet it keeps the flies out!”
•	Attitudes of Gratitude (2:13-14)
Paul again reminds the Thessalonians that he is bound to give thanks for them.  “______________” is the word meaning “of divine necessity”. It is fitting considering his position and theirs.  He calls them “______________” again. (See 1 Thess 1:4).  But notice here they are loved by the Lord while there it was by God the Father.  We can note the interchange of the godhead.
v. 13 God Chose you
Chose renders “______________”, to take. This verb is in the middle voice and indicates a reflexive idea, “to ______________ for ______________”.  It seems this allows Paul to focus on the true subject of his letter: the Thessalonians.  They are not going to face destruction, but have been chosen for God’s glory and purpose. Their salvation was not even an afterthought for God. He had made the choice from the beginning.  This was no recent decision on God’s part.
The Purpose
Of their being chosen was for their ______________  Notice that Paul gives two aspects of this: sanctification by the Spirit or of the believer’s spirit.  The most natural understanding is that the Holy Spirit works on the spirit of man in order to make holy the whole man. 
“believe in the truth”
Is not an easy expression to define.  Here, like vv 10, 12, truth is not an ethical quality, but the truth of the gospel.  It is truth associated with JC.  God elected that Paul and his associates should preach he gospel and the Thessalonians should ______________ the ______________. 
v. 14 - “to obtain glory”
In 1 Thess 5:9 it was to obtain salvation. Here, the glory…see v. 13.  Glory is not something added to salvation, but it explains it.  Even though believers share in Christ’s glory here, it will be fully realized in ______________ (Jn 17:22; Rom 8:17).  
2. Attitudes of Standing Firm (2:15)
“So then,” represents a pair of inferential conjunctions which indicate that what follows is the logical consequence of the preceding verses.  Paul has been pointing out the evil influences in the world by the Man of Lawlessness and of terrible times ahead.  He is careful to interweave the thought that God sifts everything that comes into the Christian’s life.  He has chosen the Thessalonians and called them to sanctification and belief.  So, what should this information do for them?
A. Cause them to stand firm!
Verse 2 said to not be shaken.  Verse 5 says “______________”.  The verb here is an unusual one and has a specific emphasis on the firmness of the stand.  The verb is a present active imperative.  “Keep standing firm!”.  
B. Hold the traditions
This verb is used only in Col 2:19 (of holding fast to Christ the head).  It can often be seen as the literally holding of hands.  It denotes a firm grip.  Mark 7:3, 8 uses it of holding the traditions of the elders.  “Traditions” marks off the gospel in a special manner. It reminds us that it is derived, shared, preached, and is not from man’s ideas.  It rests on facts of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. Paul received these: 1 Cor 15:3; Gal 1:11 etc.
Either by Word or Mouth
Paul may be referring back to 1 Thessalonians as he makes reference to the “______________ of ______________.”  He is not afraid to equate the written word with the oral message of preaching.  The origin of the message is God, whether oral or written!”  So, whether you find yourself in a good world or an evil world, Hold fast the word of God. Get a grip on it (mentally and physically?).
3. Attitudes of Prayer (2:16-17)
The “______________” beginning this verse is an adversative conjunction and might be better translated “______________”.  Paul has been urging his friends into action, but they can do nothing in their own strength.  So he directs them to the one source of strength that will deliver them.  
The Lord Jesus Christ
Paul gives Jesus his full title and each word has enough weight on its own.  Look how close Paul has stayed to the Lord since he introduced the ______________ of ______________.  He is linked to the Father, but notice something that is unusual…his name precedes the Father’s.  This happens in other places: Gal 1:1 and 2 Cor 13:14.  
The Lord Jesus Christ
How can He help the Thessalonians?  We really have a double subject here: Jesus and Father, the verbs “comfort” and “______________” are singular.  How can that be?  “It is clear Paul is making no clear distinction between the Son and the Father” (Morris, NICNT, 251).
“Who Loved us…”
A problem exists when trying to decide whether this refers to both ______________ and ______________ or with the Father only.  It seems that not much is lost if one takes it either way.  The idea is that love has a divine origin. If it is by the Father, then it comes through the Son. 
“Through grace”
Is not to be taken with “______________” but with “______________”.  The encouragement and the hope are both the products of the grace of God.  It is because of this divine origin and backing that encouragement and hope are valid. 
The Verbs
“______________ and ______________” were used in 1 Thess 3;2.  The combination of the English “comfort” with the following “hearts” suggests consolation. But this is probably not the best understanding.  The verb has the connotation of strengthening.  The noun “heart” refers to man’s whole inner life and not particularly to his emotional life.  
The conclusion of this section
Is that Paul is praying for the inner ______________ of the ______________ so they can live ______________Christian lives.  
ADMONITIONS (3:1-5)
By now we should understand that Paul is a ______________ apostle.  He has such depth and insight into the word and work of God.  Yet, we must never place Paul’s skills as the source of his success. Paul was a success because he knew where his source began.  His native ability fell short and he felt a deep need to be dependent upon God.
•	Admonition to Prayer (3: 1-2)
Paul now passes from the major section of his letter to a minor section. Part of his style here is to ask for prayer for himself.  He puts his imperative “______________” in an emphatic position.  This leaves no doubt as to the importance which he attaches to the need to pray.  He doesn’t want mere perfunctory prayer. He wants and knows he needs prevailing prayer!
The Specific Objects of Prayer
He lists what he needs.  The first is the Word of the Lord.  He wants it “to ______________.”  What is Paul’s imagery?  It may refer to the athletic games.  Psa 19:5 has reference to a strong man running. But Morris, NICNT, p. 244, says the imagery probably better reflects “Psa 147:15, “His word runneth very swiftly.” It is apparent when Paul first preached in Thessalonica there was a quick response. He wants this to continue.
“Being Glorified”
Paul adds to the words running that the word might be glorified.  Men glorify the word when they see what it does.  Both verbs, “______________and ______________””speed and triumph” are in present subjunctives. Don’t overlook this.  Paul is not looking for one strike of the word, but for a continual arousing admiration.  Paul ends verse 1 by “even as it is among you.”  He recalls the glorious days of the gospel in Macedonia.
The Idea
Of “______________ and ______________” reflect the games where the runner outdistanced his opponents to win the race. 
Verse 2
Paul wants the Thessalonians to pray for his ______________ from ______________  
2. Admonition to Faithfulness (3:3-5)
•	Paul is not admonishing the Thessalonians to faithfulness here, but to remind them of the faithfulness of the Savior they serve.  They could depend on the ______________ regardless of their situation.  
How is He Faithful?
•	He ______________ them. 
•	He ______________ them as a sentry from evil.  “Evil” could refer to either “evil ______________” or the “evil ______________”.  They need fear no one: Satan nor his workers…
Paul’s Confidence
•	Paul’s confidence is not in himself, but in the faithful Lord.  Paul believes that the Thessalonians will do what he is exhorting them to do as he commands them to do. Paul is showing just how much he loves to ______________ fellow believers.  
Verse 5
•	This verse is tightly linked to verses 4 and what is about to come.  Once he voices that confidence in both Jesus and the Thessalonians, he breaks out into prayer.  It is only as the Lord works out His will in the life of Thessalonians that his confidence will prove to be justified.  That is the past link. The future link is found in those he is about to deal about their idleness and insubordination.
The Lord
•	Shows again the place of prominence that Jesus has in Paul’s writing.  The verb “______________” is found in 1 Thess 3:11 and “______________” in 1 Thess 2:4.  The verb shows the removal of all obstacles so that the way is clear.  The noun stands for the whole of the inner life.  Paul’s prayer is that Christ will clear everything that intellectually, emotionally, and volitionally would hinder them from thinking on His love  and steadfastness. 


