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New Testament 6  -   Lecture 10
2 Thessalonians  2: 1-12

Outline of 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-12
•	ADVENT              2:1-12
•	1. Matters of Advent		2: 1-2

•	2. Man of the Advent		2: 3-10a

•	3. Men of the Advent		2: 10b-12
Introduction to 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-12
•	It is apparent Paul taught about the 2nd coming of Jesus at Thessalonica.  It is also apparent that not all of it had been understood. These new _________________________had missed some of the essentials in this area. How? _________________________running lose and unchecked? Too much enthusiasm? Intricate, detailed materials which were not written down.  
The Parousia
•	Paul had touched on this in his first letter and now feels he must touch on it a second time. Without question, 2 Thessalonians is mostly about this_________________________.  Our trouble is that this letter is a mere supplement to what Paul had been preaching and teaching.  He and the readers both know what he was _________________________about, but we are in the dark to some degree.
A. Matters of the Advent (2:1-2)  
•	Verse 1
•	Paul’s request is very respectful, “We beseech you.”  This verb is not common in his _________________________ (erwtwmen = pres act ind). The word lays stress on the person asked rather than on the thing asked for and _________________________the request in in a question form.  
The Subject of the Request (v.1)
•	Is twofold:
•	1. The coming of the Lord and
•	2. The _________________________of the saints.
•	These are two parts of one great event.  Paul is beginning to discuss the coming of the Antichrist, but he includes these two ideas.  This topic is so vitally important to _________________________friends who have been lead to doubt about their loved ones who have died. 
Assembling/Gathering
•	Is the Greek word episunagoges.  In Heb 10:25 it refers to those gathered for_________________________.  This has been translated as “assembly” or “_________________________”.  Note the word “synagogue” in it.  
Paul’s Appeal (v.2)
•	Don’t be easily shaken or excited about these events.  Shaken carries the idea of a reed blown in the_________________________.  Others note it is like the sea that is tossed by the wind and wave.  Mind is the mental facilities of the believers. Paul did not want them upset in their thought_________________________.  Shaken is the immediate and initial shock, while excited refers to the continuing state of agitation. 
The Three Possible Causes (v. 2)
•	Three things could cause the Thessalonians to be shaken and excited: a_________________________, a word or a letter. Paul says that this was reported to have been from him. Yet, more precisely, it seems that the letter is from “Paul” and not the other two. “Word” could be some purported vwith Paul.  “Letter” would obviously be forged with Paul’s name on it.
The Claim
•	Was “the Day of the _________________________has come”.  “Has come” renders a perfect form of “enistemi”, to mean “to place in, but could mean to be in, at or near.”  The perfect could be used and translated as “to be near and is hear or present”.  If this be so, then Paul’s previous _________________________was wrong, and their dead loved ones had missed the Parousia.
B. Man of Advent (2:3-10a)
•	As we begin, we admit that this passage is difficult and an agreeable interpretation to every student will probably not be possible. NO_________________________: Paul’s readers understood Paul’s language and intentions. Yet, we will try to take a serious attempt to v_________________________it and to gather all we can about it.
V. 3 – Let no one deceive you…”
•	Look back to verse 2 and see what has already been said to happened.  Now Paul warns about letting this happen.  “_________________________” means to “delude, deceive thoroughly, or to beguile.” It is different from the word in Matthew 24:4 (planeo). Here it is ezapatese.  This verb is used with a negative _________________________and the subjunctive verb.  This expresses a prohibition or warning. “Do not begin to let anyone deceive you…”
“That day will not come”
•	Is all one word “hoti” which means _________________________or unless”.  Certain things must_________________________.
Rebellion
•	 is a negative condition of the third class, undetermined but with the prospect that it will be determined.  Paul realized he was speaking of an event in the future, but he was not sure, how far into the future.  “_________________________” with the definite article indicates a specific rebellion or event.  The Greek word is “apostasia” or “apostasy”. This can be translated, “revolt, rebellion, _________________________away”. In classical Greek it was used to describe a revolt or rebellion. Such a rebellion must come first before the Lord’s return.
 Associated with Rebellion
•	Is the person who is traditionally known as the “Man of lawlessness” or the “man of sin”.  The difference may be that “_________________________” may mean a failure to conform to the law of God, and this is what sin is (1 John 3:4).  In the last resort, sin is the refusal to live under the _________________________of God.  It is asserting the creation over the Creator.  
Who is this Man?
•	A common identification is with the Roman Emperor, whether a single emperor or the line of_________________________. In favor of this position is that emperors claimed to be divine and demanded worship.  Perhaps many early Christians saw this as an option. _________________________against such an idea is that Paul seems to be speaking against the final and supreme law breaker.  One who will be a great embodiment of sin.  
A Second Idea
•	Has bee put forth that it was Nero redivivus.  _________________________had died and many felt he would come back to life in a supernatural form. One problem with this view is that the traditional _________________________date for this letter would not have given proper time for the Nero myth to have developed.  
A Third Possibility
•	Has been put forth since the Reformation. This view sees it as the papacy.  It is amazing but the preface to the KJV hints that the pope is the Man of Sin.  It would be hard to see this as the line of_________________________.  This “Man of Sin” seems to be one man and not a_________________________.  Would you naturally get this thought from merely reading Paul’s words? I think not.
The Major Problems Above
•	Is found when one tries to assign this title to a man of past history.  Paul is speaking of someone who will appear in the future. He is an _________________________person.  So, it seems futile to guess at who this might be.  Many lives will seem to fit, but we must wait until that day.  This is the _________________________position.
“The Son of Perdition”
•	Is a description which Jesus applied to _________________________ (Jn 17:12). This type of genitive has a Hebraic twist to it. It denotes “Characterized by” the quality in the genitive.  So, here it means that the Man of Lawlessness will be characterized by_________________________. 
V. 4—More Characterizations
•	He “opposes and exalts himself”. These are the results of two participles that united under one article.  Here we see the _________________________character of this individual.  This present participle indicates that he will continually setting himself against God. It is not a passing phase.  The second (also a present participle) stresses this one will constantly be _________________________himself.  He is not content with supreme political power. He insists on worship. He must be first of all.
The Climax of His Claim
•	Is he is deity.  He wants to sit in the temple proclaiming himself to be  God.  “He sits” is an aorist infinitive pointing to the single act of taking a_________________________, not the continuous act of sitting.  The temple, here, is not the whole complex, but the inmost_________________________, the holy of holies.  How does this compare with Christ’s exaltation in Phil 2:9-11? 
He proclaims
•	himself to be God, or that he is God.  We might wish Paul had continued for our own_________________________, but his readers probably knew to what or to whom Paul was referring to with these_________________________.  
“Do you not remember?”
•	Paul had gone over this situation while he was in Thessalonica. Perhaps he had _________________________it in more detail than here.  He assumes their awareness of what he is_________________________. 
v. 6 – know what is restraining
•	Him right now.  “_________________________” is a neuter participle of the verb to hold fast (1 Thess 5:21), to hold back (Phil 13) or to hold sway.  The second meaning seems best here.  Verse 7 renders a masculine participle for the who…restrains. So the question is, “Is this a _________________________or a person?”  Could it be both?
Theories of the Restrainer
•	1. The Roman Empire’s government and emperor: other governments today.
•	2. The _________________________
•	3. The Holy Spirit
•	4. _________________________– B.B. Warfield…The masculine “restrainer” he thought might be James of Jerusalem. Troubles with this? How could they restrain anything, if they could not restrain the Roman government? How about James?
The Important Thing
•	Is that _________________________and his readers knew what Paul was talking about. 
•	We don’t.  
•	There is some _________________________working that prevents the Man of Lawlessness from operating as he wishes.  
“In his time”
•	The Man of Lawlessness will not pick his own time of appearance. This will be in _________________________time. Despite the rebellion God will still be in control and will remove the restrainer, so the lawless one can be revealed.  No one, not even Satan, can overstep the bounds that God has set for him.  The Man of _________________________will be revealed only when and as God permits.  As evil is strong today, and will get stronger in the days to come, God’s hand is in the process. Evil will not pass beyond its limits. 
“The Mystery of Lawlessness”
•	Is already at work…A mystery is something that is unknown to men, _________________________of being discovered by human reason, but revealed by God in his due time (Eph 3:3-5).  _________________________is working in the world, but it cannot reach their full power until the restrainer is removed.
The Lawlessness one will be revealed…
•	This is the highpoint in the unfolding of wickedness.  It takes place in its due order. This is the _________________________time that Paul speaks of this one being revealed. This is no ordinary being making himself known to the world. He has _________________________connections.  
His Destruction
•	Will be accomplished by the Lord.  The term, “Lord” is important. It brings a emphasis on the _________________________of Him who first came in lowliness. He had once been despised and rejected, at the right time in history, He will be seen in His glory and majesty.  The mere breath of the _________________________mouth will be enough to do away with this lawless one.  
v. 9 – the Evil One’s Coming
•	Is described in this verse.  How is it described? What are the three major words? 
•	__________________
•	__________________
•	__________________
•	All of these are used with Christ’s works. These help us see the counterfeit work of this man.  
The Terms Defined:
•	_________________________– denotes the supernatural force accentuates the miracles.
•	_________________________– points to their character as directing attention to something beyond themselves.
•	_________________________– reminds us that miracles are things which man cannot explain. Man can only marvel at them. These are real miracles, but done in the spirit of falsehood and deception.
10a
•	The catalogue of description continues.  Paul now turns to describe the effect of these _________________________on men.  How will men see these? “by deception”.  This is the purpose for the lawless one to come.  He is out to lure men into their_________________________.  The primary emphasis is on the fate of those who are deceived.
Men of the Advent (10b-12)
•	Paul continues to describe the men who believe the _________________________and deception of the lawless one.  “Because” introduces the reason why unbelievers will be deceived and_________________________.  They did not love the truth. They rejected it for a lie.  
“And be saved”
•	They could be saved only by _________________________and committing themselves to him who is truth.  _________________________brings salvation, falsehood results in eternal separation from God.
“Therefore” 
•	Links us back to 10b.  
God sends…strong delusion
•	God will not arbitrarily do this. He will give them up to their own _________________________choices (Rom 1:24; 1:26; 1:28).  In a sense God takes off the bridle and they run to their own destruction.  Sin bears its own fruit.  One commentator, Milligan, says, “Here is the definite judicial act of God who gives the wicked over to the evil which they have deliberately chosen.”  The beginning of sin is to _________________________God; the end of sin is to be God-forsaken.
Had Pleasure
•	This contrasts with their attitude toward the truth of God.  There was no warmth there. But they rejoiced in _________________________and unrighteousness.  It has been said, “those who begin by failing to accept God’s good gift end by setting forward unrighteousness.” (Morris, NICNT, 235).  For them _________________________has become good.


