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2 Corinthians
Lecture 8

Chapter 3:1- 4:6

Enduring Experience
The Christian’s Growth
•	Christians are not born mature.  They have to develop and learn to live the Christian life.  Much a ______________ who is born to fly, but must learn to fly, Christians are born to reveal the Father’s ______________, but they do this by maturing.
The Motives in the Christian’s Personal Life
•	1) the Christian’s Qualifications (3:1-6)
•	2) The Christian’s ______________ (3:7-11)
•	3) The Christian’s Transformation (3:12-18) 
•	The Christian’s Qualifications (3:1-6)
Paul gives the Corinthians ______________ possible qualifications for the Christian.  He rejected one of them and then showed that he himself ______________ or fell by the other two qualifications.
Letter’s of Commendation (v. 1)
Paul did not believe it was necessary to ______________ himself. Instead he felt that a person’s best credentials are not what people say about a person, but what they see in him.  Letters of recommendation have their place, but they never take the place of ______________ performance.
The Corinthian Qualification (3: 2-3)
Paul’s greatest credentials were not written on paper. 
Instead, his ______________ were the Corinthians themselves.  He said, “You are our epistle”.  
Credentials Dealt With
Are two fold: 
•	The Corinthians Were Paul’s Credential (v. 2)
Some had been insinuating that Paul was not a divinely accredited apostle. These detractors contended that Paul should present letters of ______________ to substantiate his claims.  
Paul countered by saying his best credentials were the Corinthian believers.  Before they were ______________; now they are Christians.
2) The Christian’s Are Christ’s Credential (V.3)
The changed lives of the Corinthians show the reality of Christianity.  Wherever the message of Christ is faithfully ______________, lives will be changed.  Christians are Christ’s letters of recommendation.  If Christ has written His love on our hearts, then this will be seen in our lives, our ______________, and our deeds.
The Purpose of Letters
Letters express our minds and the things we consider important.  There are certain things that are important in every letter.  ______________ need to be written in neat handwriting so that no misunderstanding can be made.  So, there should there be a ______________ to our lives for others to read.
3. The Divine Qualification (3:4-6)
Paul will discuss:
 his own ______________ (v. 4), 
His equipment (v. 5) and 
his ______________ (v. 6).
Paul’s Call (v. 4)
Paul pointed not just to the Corinthians for ______________, but to the call of Christ on the Damascus Road.  
It was this event in Paul’s life that gave him the confidence to launch out on a preaching tour.  Any ______________ of Christ’s who has heard the call will have confidence that nothing can shake. 
Paul’s Equipment (3:5)
Paul rejected any mere reliance on intellect, natural abilities, or the fact that he was the star pupil of ______________.  He was well trained, but Paul knew and openly acknowledged his ______________ for God. He claimed all his qualifications came from God. His sufficiency is of God.
Paul’s Ministry (3:6)
Paul says that God has made him and others “able ministers”.  No boasting is seen here for Paul in his own self, but only glory for God.  The significant thing about this verse is the phrase “______________ testament”.  Paul is a “new testament” ______________.  This shows that the new testament minister does not lie in the letter of the law, but in the power of the Spirit of God.  
2. The Christian’s Inspiration (3:7-11)
Paul gives a threefold contrast between two ministries: 

the ______________ covenant and the ______________ covenant.
•	Death and Spirit (vs 7-11)
Note that the two eras of the old and the new are not contrasted as the term “dispensation” might suggest, nor are law and gospel set against each other.  The term “______________” is the word “______________”, which normally means “ministry or service.”  Thus, the contrast is between the ministry of ______________ and the Ministry of the Gospel maintained by Paul which are set in contrast.
Moses’ Ministry
Included communicating the law. This was carved in letters on stone and therefore was and remains an ______________ command without power to inspire what it demands.  
Thus it brought ______________ to those to whom it was delivered.  Yet, it was delivered with divine glory. See Exod 34:29ff.
Paul’s Ministry
Was the ministry of the Holy Spirit. For the gospel was the good news that the Christ of God had brought into being the promised age of salvation.  So, the ministry of ______________ can be offset by the ministry of the spirit since it brings life.  It is accompanied by God’s glory as well.  
Moses ministry
Was that of condemnation, while that of Paul was the gospel of righteousness. Paul points out the ministry of the law is temporary; like the glory that shone on Moses face.  It ______________ away when the gospel came.  But the ministry of Christ is permanent. Law brings condemnation without salvation. Grace brings righteousness without retribution. The law revealed the justice of God. ______________ reveals the mercy of God.
3. The Christian’s Transformation (3:12-18)
•	Transition (vs 12-17)
•	The bold speech (v. 12)
Paul’s confidence was in the gospel and its power to change lives. This gave him the ______________ to speak.  This great hope led Paul to speak with a great plainness.
ii. The Fading Glory (v. 13)
•	This refers to the time that Moses received the law on Mt Sinai.  In God’s presence his face absorbed and reflected the glory of God’s person.  When Moses returned the people saw this glory and he put a veil over his face.  This ______________ on Moses face is seen in reference to the law. It was temporary. It was to pass away with the coming of Christ. This new gospel would be seen on the faces of Christ’s followers.
iii. The Veiled Face (vs 13-16)
•	This refers to Israel as a people. When the OT is read and opened, their spiritual senses are dulled and unable to see the truth.  This is quite an anomaly. They are brilliant until it comes the the very bible they gave us.  This is our ______________ explanation of why they don’t see the truth of Jesus.  The veil is on their ______________ and not on the scriptures. Paul gives a note of hope. When they turn in faith toward the Lord, the veil will be removed. 
iv. The New Liberty (v 17)
•	When Christ is given His rightful place, people move towards liberty.  The regulation is not by outer law, but by inner law. It is the “law of ______________ of life in Christ Jesus.” And as it declares here, “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is ______________.”  The outer law restricted by outer laws. Inner law restricts by an inner transformation of life.  
b. Transformation (v. 18)
•	Paul shifts from transition to transformation. 
•	The transition is ______________ while the transformation is ______________.
•	The Beholding
“We all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord.”
Only believers have the “open face”. The others are ______________ faces.  Only when men turn to Christ is the veil taken away.  The attitude of the open face is “to behold”. This means “to ______________”.  The glory to be gazed upon is that of Christ. 
Twice The Bible refers to itself as a glass or mirror.
James 1:23-25 where it refers to the sinner and the ______________ is the Word.  
When the sinner looks into the word, he sees himself as he is. Our passage is the ______________ one. 
ii. The Changing
“are changed into the same image from glory to glory”.  Gazing in the glory of Christ will result in change.  This change is not ______________ and superficial. It is transformation, not imitation.  The change is ______________ and continuous.  The Christian should never relax his gaze from the glory of Christ.
iii. The Transforming
“by the Spirit of the Lord”.  This reminds us that the change that is happening is from God. We are not changed by human improvement.  The ______________ change is the result of the indwelling Holy Spirit. If you desire change, gaze on Jesus. Fix your attention on him. How do you do this? Your gaze must by ______________ the Bible, as that is where He is revealed.
A Guiding Illustration
•	Find running ______________ and you find ______________. Find still water and you find stagnation, poison, sickness and unloveliness.  What Christianity needs is to perform but not reform.  It is normal for Christians to serve!
A Perfect Triad
•	Is formed by Romans where salvation is set forth. 1 Corinthians shows sanctification set forth and 2 Corinthians sets forth service.  Salvation is God’s work for us. ______________ is God’s work ______________ us. ______________ is God’s work through ______________. No Christian is living the normal Christian life until he/she passes through these three phases of God’s work for and in and through him.
The Fourth Chapter Outlined:
•	1. The Person Motive of Service (1-6)
•	2. The Victorious Service (7-11)
•	3. The Inner Secret (12-15)
•	4. The Eternal Reward (17-18)
•	The Personal Motive (4:1-6)
This is a biographical section of Paul’s life and as such his inner secrets will reveal his motives and virtues.  It seems strange Paul suffered from within this church, but he probably suffered more from this than the outside attacks.  His motives are called into question. His ______________ was ______________. His ______________ was ______________.  Paul offers a response to all this
•	The Worker’s Sincerity (4:1-2)
Paul was willing to let his record defend his character. Paul bares his ______________.  He was willing to reveal his whole ______________.
•	Of Receiving the Gospel (4:1)
Paul’s motives were grounded in God’s mercy.  He had once been a proud ______________. But now Paul is a humble bond ______________ because of God’s mercy.  Paul says he received a ministry too. It comes to him as something to pass on to others.  He was resolute to finished the course and not faint.
ii. Of living the Gospel (4:2)
False living is as bad as false doctrine.  To live the Gospel is just as important as to preach it.  The best recommendation for the ______________ is not how much we say about it, but how much it has done for us.  Notice what Paul received: the truth. Then notice he renounced one thing: the evil things.  Paul did not preach for personal gain. He was out and out for God.
B. The Unbeliever’s Blindness (4:3-4)
Paul makes two identifications. He identified those who are ______________ and the one who ______________ the ______________.
•	The Blind (4:3)
Paul shows that when people remain in ______________ is not necessarily the fault of the gospel nor the ______________. The fault lies with the unbeliever who’s veil of unbelief identifies him as unregenerate.  
ii. The Blindness (4:4)
This blindness was not arbitrarily imposed by Satan.  It is self-chosen blindness.  Satan’s title here is unique: “the ______________ of this ______________”.  He is not God of the universe, but he is the god of the self-chosen.  He is ruler in the hearts of unregenerate men and women.  They are blinded to his rule.  Paul declares Christ as the image of God. This image should shine in the believer’s life.  
C. The Source of Light (4:5-6)
There are two sources of ______________.
•	The Divine Source (4:5)
Paul’s declaration is plain. His message’s content is Christ. Christ is the chosen light for the lost. This fact defines the ______________.  It was not philosophy of the  infinite. Christ is the center of the ______________.  He is the revolving point of the Christian life.
ii. The Human Source (4:6)
God, who created ______________ in the ______________, has now placed a light in the ______________ and lives of the Christian. The Christian is to live as a light to the dark world.  Notice Paul makes it clear that the Cross was planned as carefully as was creation. Our light is a reflected light. We generate no light of our own.    

