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New Testament 5
•	Lecture 6

•	1 Corinthians 15:1 – 16:24

Would You Believe?
•	What we are about to study is probably the oldest account of the resurrection of Jesus? It was written about______________decades after the ______________. It shows that the testimony of the resurrection is a powerful part of the preaching of the early church.
•	Yet, in Corinth, some said there was no resurrection of the dead (v12). Some speculate it was a combination of Jewish belief in a resurrected body along with a Greek idea of the immortality of the soul (Acts 17:32). Or some feel it is Gnostic influence.
The Eyewitnesses Testify (15:1-11)
•	Paul presents three vital parts to the gospel message as he says it was delivered to him:
•	1. Christ ______________according to the scriptures (v3) (see rom 3:21-36; Gal 3:13-14; 2 Cor 5:18-21)
•	“This underscored the ______________ significance of his death on the cross.” (MacGorman, 144).
•	2. He was ______________. “This shows the reality of his death.” (Mac, 144)
•	3. Christ was ______________ on the third day according to the scriptures (v4) It took this resurrection to provide victory over death and that we had a gospel. (Mac, 144).
The Appearances of the Resurrected Christ (15:5-11)
•	V. 5 – Cephas or Peter, the Twelve, (of course, never to Judas Iscariot). In John 20:19-25 Thomas was missing.
•	V 6 – to more than ______________ at one time. Paul is the only source telling us this info and Paul said most of these were still living.
•	V 7 – James (his brother) who was prominent in Jerusalem. (no appearance told in the gospels). To all the apostles – maybe when Thomas was there or at ascension (Acts 1:9-11; Lk 24:50-53).
•	V8 – last of all…me! As one untimely born.
Denials to the Resurrection (15:12-19)
•	Paul meets his challengers more directly. There is no indication that this involved a ______________of the ______________of the dead, but for Paul a denial of the resurrection of the dead was equal to denying the Lord’s resurrection. (15:13, 16).
•	Paul assumes, for argument sake, Jesus was not raised. He then draws the following conclusions:
If Christ is not raised:
•	1. We preach without ______________…our preaching is in vain…or worse, Paul had been made a false witness for preaching this.
•	2. Faith without ______________…v. 17 your faith is without hope and you are still in your sins. If Christ is not raised, then he could not deliver from penalty of sin and death. “A dead Christ is no deliverer.” (Macg. 145).
•	3. Death without hope – v 18 – the death of those who have confessed Christ as Savior has the same end as the death of those who have denied him.
•	4. Sacrifice without meaning-v 19. The nobility of the sacrifice was wasted upon an illusion.
Results of Christ’s Resurrection (15:20-23)
•	Paul almost seems to lose control here. He turns the argument totally around to an affirmation of faith. ______________ has been ______________from the ______________ and become the first fruits of those fallen ______________ (v20). See Lev 23:4-11 for background to the first fruits metaphor. Christ’s resurrection is the assurance that more will be coming just like His.  
The Adam-Christ Analogy
•	Assures the same hope of ______________. As Adam was the source and means of introducing death into the human race, so Christ is the means and source of introducing new life into the human race. 
•	There is an order to the resurrection: First Christ, then those who belong to him (v23) – the resurrection of believers is related to his second coming. V 24 says the end is next when Christ hands the kingdom over to His Father after destroying every rule and authority and power. Then death, the last enemy, will be destroyed (v26).
Additional Reasons for Resurrection (15:29-34)
•	What are Paul’s two questions that begin this section?
•	1. How are the dead ______________2. With what kind of ______________ do they come? (v35).
•	The first questions hints at the utter impossibility of the resurrection. Paul doesn’t address this one at all.
•	The second sets out the inconceivability of the resurrection. This lets Paul craft a careful answer to the nature of the resurrected body
Nature of Resurrected Body (15:36-58)
•	Paul will use several analogies to prove his point about the resurrected body:
•	______________ of bodies on earth.
•	______________ bodies in space

Using the Analogy of Nature,
•	Paul wants to point out that death is a transition from a ______________ form of life to a ______________ form. A seed is planted into the ground, germinates, and gives up its body for God’s chosing (v38). Variety permeates the world: men, animals, plants, fish, birds, each have different kinds of flesh, but each suitable for its environment and purpose. (v39)
Analogy of Celestial Bodies (v40-41)
•	V. 40 shows that Paul recognizes there are differences in these bodies in ______________. Some think these are references to ______________beings (angels etc). But without question – there is a difference between the sun, moon, stars etc.They each have their own glory (v41).
The Point
•	Surely a God who is so creative to have a diversity of bodies on ______________ and in ______________ will be able to provide the appropriate body fit for God’s heaven, wouldn’t you agree? 
•	Paul applies the seed analogy in 42-44. The seed is sown perishable and is risen imperishable. So it is with the body, sown perishable and raised imperishable and in glory. It is raised a ______________ body.
Appeal to the Scripture (15:45-50)
•	Paul just said that the ______________body would be a ______________ body. Now he appeals to the Word to support his contention. Verse 45 lets him appeal to the first Adam, who became a living being, while the last Adam is a life giving spirit. Paul quotes Gen 2:7 with some modification, but the last half is Paul’s own comment.
The First Adam/Last Adam
•	The first Adam was a man of ______________ From this Adam we obtain our earthly/physical bodies.
•	The second Adam is from______________. From our relationship to Him we will obtain a spiritual body (47-48). What does v 49 say about our image of the first and second Adams? Why is this new body necessary according to v 51? The perishable cannot enter the kingdom of God. THis fear does not need to be the way of life. God has done His part in Christ. See v 57.
Victory over Death (15:51-58)
•	Since the Kingdom ushers a new______________order into being, and it is not of ______________ and ______________, therefore all believers must undergo a transformation (v51). Those who died before will be resurrected and those alive will be changed (52-53). Death will be defeated once for all (v54). Now is the time to taunt death. This is close to Hosea 13:14. 
The Sting of Death (v56)
•	Was______________, and that the power of sin was the law. Sin makes up death’s sting and evokes our greatest ______________ of it. Unforgiven sin reminds us of a life that was spent in ______________against God, causes fear of death. The fear of standing unprepared before God is horrible at best. 
Closing Notes (16:1-24)
•	This chapter allows Paul to bring everything to a ______________. He sums up what he needs to say and ends with a very amicable tone.
Offering for Poor (16:1-4)
•	The earliest scriptural reference to this ______________ is found in Galatians 2:10. The leaders had requested that Paul remember the ______________ in Jerusalem and Paul said he was eager to do this. Now we see that Paul was true to his promise. These verses allow Paul to respond to a question about this offering the Corinthians had raised. 
Five Principles of Christian Giving
•	1. ______________(v2)– each member of the church was to have a part in it.
•	2. ______________(v2)– on the first day of the week.
•	3.______________ (v2) – as one had prospered
•	4. ______________ (v2) – no levying of tithes as in the temple. 
•	5. ______________ delegates appointed by the churches would take the gift to Jerusalem. If needed, Paul would go with it.(v4)
Plans to Visit (16:5-6)
•	He planned to come to ______________again by taking the overland route through Macedonia rather than sail directly from Ephesus. (v5).  He wanted to spend some time with them, maybe the entire winter (v6-7). Then they could send him on to his next place of business. No travel plans beyond are given by Paul in this letter. 
•	Yet he was going to stay in Ephesus until after Pentecost (v8). He wanted to take advantage of the preaching opportunity this would bring (v9). Yet, he had many adversaries. “An open door with adversaries and a closed door look very much alike.” (MacG, 149).
Appeals and Farewells (16:10-24)
•	Timothy is ready to come to ______________ and Paul exhorts the church to receive Timothy as one committed to the Lord (v10-11). 
•	Apollos was not able to come yet to Corinth, but would be there when he had the chance (v 12).
•	What is his advice for the ______________ in v 13? 
To Others
•	Paul commended the household of Stephanus for the service (v15) and said these were worthy of recognition and respect. 
•	He thanked the______________ for the arrival of Fortunatus, Stephanus, and Achaicus (17-18). They probably brought the letter to Paul with the questions. In addition, they probably carried the 1 Corinthians back with them.
Conclusion:
•	The ______________ churches sent greetings: v 19-20).
•	Paul took the pen and wrote the______________ to a close (v21).
•	This was his______________(Gal 6:11; 2 Thess 3:17; Col 4:18; Philem 19). 
•	What are his final words for those who don’t love the Lord?
•	What are his final words to this troubled church? (v22-24)

