NEW TESTAMENT 5
Lecture 20
Romans 7:1-25
Lecture 20
•	These verses actually continue the discussion that Paul began in 6:15 answering the question, “Shall we sin because we are not under the ______________, but under grace?”  
Paul uses the illustration
•	 of a husband and wife to show that the believer has a new relationship with the Law because of his union with Christ. The saved man is not only free from the power of ______________, but from the power of the ______________. This is the theme of chapter 7.
This is the logical conclusion:
•	 the Law cannot exercise authority over a ______________ person. Death means deliverance for the believer when it comes to the Law’s authority over him. We were delivered that we might serve. 
The Christian life
•	 is not one of independence and rebellion. We died to the Law that we might be married “to ______________”. We were delivered that we might serve Christ.  This truth refutes the false accusations that Paul taught lawlessness.
Our old carnal life
•	 had its passions excited by the law and made us bring forth ______________ for death. Now we can serve God in a new way.
Paul’s opponents stood 
•	ready to ask “What good is the ______________ if we don’t need it anymore?”  Why such a teaching as yours turns the Law into sin. Paul’s answers by explaining the ministry of the Law.
Romans 3:20 – 
•	By the ______________ is the ______________ of ______________”  Romans 4:15 – “Where there is no Law, there is no transgression”. James 1:22-25 – “The Law is the mirror of the inner man and shows us how dirty we are.”   
Paul does not use
•	 murder, adultery, or stealing in his example. He uses coveting.  This is the last of the 10 commandments.  It differs from the others in that it is an inward ______________, not an outward ______________. 
Covetousness
•	 leads to breaking the others commandments!  It is an insidious sin that most people never recognize in their own lives, but God ______________ reveals it.
See Galatians 3:1—The Law
•	 cannot give ______________; it can only show the sinner that he is guilty and condemned.  This explains why legalistic churches cannot grow and produce spiritual fruit.  They are living by Law and the Law always kills.  
Few things
•	 are more dead than an orthodox church that is proud of its “______________ ______________”.  They spend all their time trying to live up to their standards. Before long the members start to look at one another and to judge one another.  The sad result is the church splits and hurts members. 
Unsaved people
•	 only know that there is such a thing as sin; but  they do not understand the sinfulness of sin. Many Christians do not realize the true nature of sin. We excuse our sins with words like “mistakes” or “______________”; but God condemns our sins and tries to get us to see that they are “exceedingly ______________.”  
Until we realize
•	 how ______________ ______________ really is, we will never want to oppose it and live in victory.
Paul has explained
•	 what the Law is ______________ to do. He now explains what the Law ______________ do.
The character of the Law 
•	is explained in four words: ______________, ______________, ______________, and ______________. That the Law is from a holy God who is perfectly just in all that He says and does. The Law is good. It reveals God’s holiness to us and helps us to see our need for a Savior.
The believer may think 
•	he can will himself not to sin. He tries and tries and does ok. But then he fails.  He must learn that the old nature wars against the new nature and the Spirit.  He creates his Law and tries to keep it. He then begins to spend all his energy keeping this new ______________.  
He wears
•	 out and down.  He is captive and his condition is “______________” (a word which indicates a person who is exhausted after a battle.).  What could be more exhausting than learning that you have spent all your time and energy trying to live a good life only to discover that your best wasn’t enough? 
7:4 – Ye also were made
•	Dead to the law through the body of Christ…
•	What does this mean? His ______________ body? It seems best to understand that we were brought into a relationship with Christ as the head of the new race of believers. Since Christ died to the law, so do we (6:1-11).
7:5 The sinful passions
•	Which were through the law—were excited by the law. Paul will tell us more about these before the chapter is finished.
7:6 Having died to that wherein
•	We were held down. This was a ______________ of some kind that held all men in a sort of prison…probably the law or the old sinful state according to some.
7:7-13 The Law and Sin
•	Paul now opens himself up for examination. We will notice a large number of the first person pronoun: “______________”.
•	The question arises: Is this a ______________ or Paul or is Paul simply generalizing the state of every man?
The Autobiographical Element
•	Cannot be easily dismissed since Paul seldom uses “I” in relation to anything but himself. The phrases seem to reflect a ______________ and remembered anguish. 
The General Element
•	One must consider the reference to the Fall (the word commandment), Sin as a personal power recalling the serpent, the verb “______________”, the connection between the sinful deed and death seem to imply a wider reference. Perhaps it is best understood as his own spiritual story, but universalized.
The law first
•	Showed Paul the true ______________ of sin (v7). Law not only brings ______________ of sin, it stimulates transgression. The tenth commandment not only tells man coveting is wrong, but somehow stirs up deep within the man the desire to have what is wrong.
7:8 This is what Paul
•	Means when he says, “______________ ______________ occasion (______________: a base of operations) through the commandment wrought in me al manner of coveting(______________: illicit desire generally): for apart from the law sin is dead.
v. 9 I was alive
•	Apart from the law once…perhaps Paul is recounting boyhood and maybe back to Adam’s pre-Fall state. Yet the age of innocence soon fell way to the age of sin. The Law told Paul he couldn’t and Paul did. So sin, once ______________, was now ______________, and I died. 
V12 – Paul answers the question
•	He had posed in v 7. “Is the Law sin?..on the contrary, it is ______________ and ______________. Can’t you hear someone saying, “Yes, but Paul, didn’t you just show us that it led to man’s ruin? How can you call it good?” Paul answers: “It was not the good law, but sin using the good law which caused the damage. It is a misused of the law and has shown sin to be exactly what it is.
7:14-25 – The Power of Sin in the Flesh.
•	It seems this passage describes the ______________ of every ______________, whether it is that of Paul’s autobiography or of the life of a man prior to his conversion. Is the man in question under law or under grace? Both views have their champions.
•	Luther and others
Feel that Paul is describing the Christian life. They note the tenses are present tenses, not past; and the verses belong to a section that deals with the Christian life (ch 5-8). From Paul’s perspective the Christian life is never ______________ in ______________ of some kind.
2. Denny, Dodd, Bultman
And others hold Paul is describing a man’s condition prior to salvation, especially a man under the law. ______________heir support includes the phrases like “______________ ______________ ______________” and “O wretched man that I am”. The position claims these are not the normal cries of a man converted. They add that the contrast between chapters 7 & 8 is that between defeat and victory. Their question is, “What would be the use of conversion if it did not end spiritual misery of 7:14-25?
Is there A Solution?
Perhaps the best solution is that offered by L. H. Mitton who thinks that it may describe a pre-converted man’s state but similar experiences can be seen in men who are not living daily in dependence on God’s grace and returns to his own devices. 
Note: 25: autos ego – I, left to myself.
This reference
Could be to the man who is saved but slips back into the legalistic mindset and attitude toward God. The present tenses describe not only a ______________ experience but one which is potentially ever ______________.
The Exegesis of 14-25
Is the law the terrible agent responsible for gaining man’s ruin? No, we all know that the Law is ______________ (that is, like God, who is spirit). Man is made of frail flesh and therefore in sin’s power. His own actions surprise him—he cannot find his real self in them, for they are the very opposite of what he wills. So, this protest shows that a part of him is on the Law’s side.
No Good Thing
Dwells in him, that is, in his flesh, his weak human nature where sin lodges.  Don’t we all know how willing we can be, but the doing is another. Even with the best of intentions, we find ourselves doing ______________.
V 21-23
Paul sums the situation. We must note he uses the law in two senses in these verses. In v 22 the law is God’s law. In v 21 and v 23 law refers “to a ______________”. Two principes, struggle for mastery in man’s nature—a higher and a lower principle—producing deadly strife. 
The Higher Side
Man delights in the law of God, but then he finds another principle at work in him, waging war against his ______________ (Reason-perhaps the reasoning part of his conscience). He is thus sin’s prisoner.
The Summary in 25b
SO THEN I FIND MYSELF WITH MY MIND SERVE THE LAW OF GOD, BUT WITH THE FLESH, THE ______________ OF ______________. If you think Paul had tried to escape personal responsibility for sin (v 17 & 20), here he takes full responsibility. 
So, Why Delight in God’s Law
If because of ______________, man cannot keep the ______________? Man is utterly wretched and sinful and is fully aware of what God wants him to be—he is moved to cry, “Who will rescue me form the body on which sin has laid its death grip?”
What is Paul’s answer?
When Paul can do nothing, who is his Savior?


