COURSE STUDY GUIDE SHEET

LECTURE 17

(Expositor’s p. 47-54 )

1. How is it that Gentiles have a stake in Abraham in v 16 and in 4:1?

2. What is it that Judaism was willing to do that Paul was careful to keep apart?

3. In verse 3 what is not said in relation to Abraham’s faith?

4. What is important about the Nuzi tablets in relation to this question of Abraham’s faith?

5. How is it that the nature of Abraham’s faith was like that of the NT believer despite the time difference?

6. Explain what the author means by “the grace of God goes beyond justice is seen in the statement that God justifies the wicked.”

7. Explain how Paul can use the case of David in support of justification by faith. What is Paul doing that was acceptable in his time and where did he learn this from. What is the principle called?  What David already a justified man before Psalm 32 is written according to the author?

8. Why is Romans 4:9-12 important for Paul’s argument of justification by faith?  Whowould the synagogue say was blessed and who would not be blessed?

9. How could the Gentiles make first claim to Abraham in relation to his justification?

10.. What does Paul intend to teach with the idea that Abraham’s justification was apart from the law or legal considerations in 4:13-17?  

11. What happens to faith when inheritance of the promise comes to those who live by law? What happens as soon as a promise is hedged about with conditional elements?

12. Where does the realm of faith and grace belong? Explain the author’s discussion on faith and grace in the last paragraph on p. 51.

13. How is God described in two terms on page 52?

14. How does Abraham become the standard for all believers? Was Abraham taking a chance believing God would and could deliver on his promise of a child? Why or why not?

15. What is the chief difficulty of interpreting the “for’ in 4:23-25? How may it be used? 

