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NEW TESTAMENT 5
Lecture 16
Romans 3:21 – 4:25
The theme
•	 of this second section is: 
•	______________—Righteousness Declared.  
•	Paul has proven all men are______________; next he needs to explain how men may be saved. The theological term for this is justification by faith.  
Justification
•	 is an act of God whereby He declares the believing sinner righteous in Christ on the basis of the finished work of Christ on the cross. 
•	One commentator says “man’s extremity is God’s opportunity…The Gospel proclaims not God’s wrath, but his righteousness—his sovereign power which delivers men from sin, gives them a new status, empowers them to lead a new______________, and kindles in their______________ an immortal______________.”
Our Passage
•	Is among some of Paul’s most ______________ We will try to grasp its main ideas and then grapple with details later.
But now
•	Is almost like Paul is ______________ with ______________ It is as if a new day is dawning for man when God offers men a righteousness which could never otherwise be theirs. But what kind of righteousness is it?
Recall, righteousness of God 
•	For Paul, means a ______________ vindicating activity whereby God confers on men a new status or standing with himself. 
•	It is on the status, not on the act, that the emphasis falls in the first two verses.
The Negative Emphasis
•	It is not ______________. That is, it is not by the law even though it is in complete harmony with the ______________ and the prophets. Paul will show this in chapter 4. It has nothing to do with keeping laws and statutes or regulations from the Jewish law.
Then the Positive Emphasis
•	It come by FAITH! FAITH in a ______________—Jesus Christ. It is not be achieving but by believing. ______________ in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3:21…The Form – 
•	Justify does not mean “to make ______________”. It means “to declare righteous.” It is better than “acquittal” – that means to be accused, but set free. It is better than “______________”—that is being declared guilty, but not held accountable. God declares that justified men are free from the sin or transgression. There is no room for accusations.
 justification
•	 has been manifested…God has revealed His righteousness in many ways before the full revelation of the gospel: His ______________, His ______________ against ______________, His appeals through the prophets, His blessing on the obedient.   In the gospel, a new kind of righteousness has been revealed (Rom 1:16-17).  These are spelled out in this section.
Under the OT Law, righteousness 
was to come by man ______________, but under the ______________, it by believing.  The Law reveals the righteousness of God because the Law is holy and just and good (Rom 7:12).  
Beginning in Genesis 3:15
 and continuing through the entire OT, witness is given that salvation is by ______________ in Christ. All the OT scriptures bear witness to this truth (Isa 53). The Law could witness to God’s righteousness, but it could not provide it for sinful man. Only JC could do that (Gal 2:21). 
The BASIS –
On which God is able to justify any man is the ______________ or “______________” wrought by Christ. God, Paul says, set forth the crucified Christ as an expiation or mercy seat, i.e., a means of forgiveness for the sinner with faith.
The PURPOSE of it all
Is so God can show forth His righteous character at the present time—since in the past God had forbearingly “______________ ______________ men’s ______________—and reveal Himself as JUST and the JUSTIFIER OF HIM THAT HATH FAITH IN JESUS, -- as God who at once deals faithfully with sin and saves sinners who put faith in Jesus. 
Faith is
 only as good as its object.  All men trust in something. If  only themselves, but the Christian trusts in JC. Law righteousness is a reward for works.  Gospel righteousness is a gift through faith.  Many people say, “I ______________ in ______________.” But this is not what saves us. It is personal, individual trust and faith in JC that saves and justifies the lost sinner.  See James 2:19 for reference to the demons believing.
God gave His Law
•	 to the ______________, not the ______________, but the Good News of salvation through Christ is offered to all men. All men need to be saved. There is no difference between the Jew and the Gentile when it comes to condemnation.  
Romans 3:23
•	 is very clear.  God declared all men guilty so that He might offer to all men His free gift of ______________. To fall short of God’s ______________ is to fall short of “God’s original estate as created in the likeness of God (See 1 Cor 11:7).
Verse 24 –
•	Redemption is a metaphor from the slave market. The Greek apolytrosis originally meant to pay a ransom for a slave from bondage. It demanded a money payment. Later it came to mean a deliverance from Egypt (Deut 7:8). The idea here is that God in Christ provides deliverance for his people from the ______________ and ______________ of ______________.
God has two kinds of attributes: 
•	absolute (what He is in Himself) and relative (how He relates to the world and men). One of His absolute attributes is love: “______________ is ______________” (1 Jn 4:8). When God relates that love to you and me, it becomes grace and mercy.  
God in His mercy
 does not give us what we deserve, and God in grace gives us what we don’t deserve.  The Greek word translated “______________” in Jn 15:25 is translated as “______________ a ______________”.  We are justified without a cause. There is no cause in us that would merit the salvation of God. It is all grace! 
Salvation is free, 
but it is not cheap.  Three words express the price God paid for our salvation: ______________, ______________, and ______________.  In human terms, “propitiation” means “appeasing someone who is angry, usually with a gift.  But this is not the idea in the Bible. 
Here it means 
the satisfying of God’s holy Law, the meeting of its just demands, so that God can freely forgive those who come to Christ.  “______________” tells us what the price was Jesus had to die on the cross in order to satisfy the Law and justify lost sinners.
Propitiation (hilaskesthai) 
In v 25 means in biblical Greek to “expiate” not “propitiate”. It is a sacrificial term to describe the annulment of sin. IT is the means for forgiveness of man’s sins. The older translators use the “______________  ______________” or “______________ of the ______________” for this term. Exodus 25. This is the usual term in the LXX and the only other passage where it occurs is Heb 9:5. 
The Blood Sprinkled
Was animal blood not his own (the priest) on the mercy seat on the day of atonement. In Christian literature outside of the NT ______________ always means a “______________”. It this is right, Paul is saying, that Christ crucified has become for the world what the mercy seat was for Israel. What was symbolized on the Day of Atonement has been fulfilled in Christ. Christ on his Cross is the place where God shows His mercy to all men. 
God must be perfectly consistent
 with Himself. He cannot break His own ______________ or violate His own nature. (1 Jn 4:8—God is love). A God of love wants to forgive sinners, but a God of holiness must punish sin and uphold His righteous Law. 
How can God 
Just and Justifier
Suggests almost a tension between God’s ______________ and his mercy. Perhaps the meaning is close to Isaiah’s “righteous God and a Savior – a God who puts things right and delivers. Paul certainly holds that in the Cross God is seen dealing faithfully with sin and, at the same time, saving sinners.
When Christ died, 
•	he reached all the way back to Adam’s ______________ and took away them. No one could ever accuse God of being unjust or unfair for His seeming passing over of sins in the OT time.
(3: 27-31) Two Inferences and An Objection
•	Inference 1: all boasting has received its death blow. Those who want to live and think like the Pharisee in Luke 18: 10-14 are done. No one can stand in the presence of God with some claim on divine favor. Paul says that ______________ is not a meritorious achievement but a gift received in humble faith from Another. 
Inference 2:
•	Jew and Gentile are on the same footing in all this. If justification were by the ______________, privileged—and the Gentiles would be God’s step children. Since there is only one God on only one way to salvation—by ______________—for both groups—there can be no favorites. 
The Objection
•	V. 31—Paul counters a Jewish objection that his whole system of salvation undermines the law. By the Law here Paul means the whole system of revelation of God in the OT. It is as if Paul says, “If you properly ______________ the ______________, you know it confirms the deepest principles of the OT, as I intend to show from the life of Abraham.

