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NEW TESTAMENT 5
ROMANS 2:1 – 3:8
Lecture 14

 The Jewish World is Guilty!
 4 Witnesses Against Judaism
Paul’s Style
•	Is the apostrophe-cum-question style of the Stoic preachers. Paul intends the reader to imagine a self-righteous Jew listening to Paul denounce the Gentile guilt and we can almost here the “______________” coming from his breath. Then, Paul turns to pounce on the Jew. He, this Jew, is no less guilty and needs not imagine he can escape God’s judgment and wrath.
This Jew
•	Is aware that God’s patience has one purpose– to give him a second chance to repent to turn back to God. Instead the Jew continues to sin and build up for himself the wrath of God. When the day of judgment comes, God will have no favorites. All ______________—______________ and ______________—will be judged on their obedience to God’ will.
These Thoughts
•	Paul gives to the Jew is no mere made up thing. Listen to The ______________ of ______________ describe the Gentile, “FOR EVEN IF WE SIN, WE ARE THINE, KNOWING THY DOMINIOIN (15:2). WHILE THEREFORE THOU DOEST CHASTEN US, THOU SCOURGEST OUR ENEMIES TEN THOUSAND TIME MORE (12:22). 
Bible scholars
 do not agree on whom Paul was addressing in Romans 2:1-16. Some think it is moral ______________ who did not commit the sins of Rom 1:18-32, but who sought to live a moral life. It seems more understandable that Paul addressed the Jewish readers in this section. 
The discussion of the Law 
in 2:12-16 meant more to a Jew than Gentile. In 2:17 he openly addressed his reader as “ ______________”. This would seem strange if the first half were Gentiles.  It would be difficult to find a Jew guilty, since the one sin they did not want to be guilty of was disobedience to God. 
The OT prophets
 were persecuted for such statements and Jesus was crucified for it. Paul summoned ______________witnesses to show that the Jews were guilty:
A. The Gentiles (2:1-3)
The Jews had applauded Paul in 1:18-32 as he showed the ______________were ______________. Paul used the judgmental attitude of the Jews toward Gentiles to prove his point.  
Paul shows 
that the very thing they judged the Gentiles of doing, they were doing themselves.  They thought they were free from ______________ because they were God’s chosen people, but Paul affirms that their position of privilege made them more responsible and accountable.  
Paul asserts
that God has one set of standards for judging both ______________ and ______________  Who can read Rom 1:18-32 and say that he/she is not guilty of at least one of them?
B. God’s Blessings (2:4-11)
God had given Israel many great ______________ and they should have glorified him even more. They had a wonderful land, righteous law, a temple and the priesthood.  
God’s providential care
 and many material blessings.  God had patiently endured Israel’s many sins and rebellions. He had even sent Christ to be their Messiah. Yet Israel still rejected God’s love and mercy. It is not the ______________ of God that leads men to repentance, but God’s mercy and they did not repent.
Paul is not teaching
that ______________ is by character or good deeds. He was explaining another principle of God’s judgment. God judges according to deeds, just as He judges according to truth. Paul is using the need for consistent actions of a persons life, the total impact of his character and conduct.  
True saving faith
 results in obedience and godly ______________, even though there might be occasional falls and stumbling. When God measured the Jews deeds, he found them as lacking at the Gentiles. God’s blessings did not move the Israelites to faith and repentance.
C. God’s Law (2:12-24)
Read 2:11…This would shock the average Jew for they considered themselves something special. He was chosen by God.  Paul explains that______________ Law only makes the Jew even more ______________, not less. 
The Gentiles
 had the Law of God written in their hearts and therefore some men know right and wrong.  This is called a conscience. In most all ______________ we can find men who are trying to atone for sin and to appease whatever god they can find. 
The Jew
was different from his neighbor who worshipped the idol.  Paul made it clear that it was not the possession of the Law that counted, but the ______________ of it.  The Jewish people had an outward action, not an inward attitude. They may have been moral on the outside, but on the inside they were not. 
Heb 4:12
says that God not only sees the ______________ of men, but the ______________ intents.  2:21-22 shows that it is possible to be Jew on the outside and a thief, adulterer or idolater on the inside. The Jews did not glorify God before the eyes of the Gentiles, but blasphemed His name. He quotes Isa 52:5 to prove his point. The very Law they claimed to keep, indicted them.
2:17-19
Paul’s work really begins here. “Thou are the ______________…” Paul says that men are threatened with God’s wrath and the Jew feels he stands sheltered behind two walls: the law (17-24) and circumcision (25-29). 
The Jew
Paul depicts must be a ______________—the kind of man Paul was before his conversion. He is proud and enjoys the written revelation of God’s will. He can teach the Gentile!  But, Paul says that there is a great gulf between what could be and what is. For all the law the Jew boasts, he breaks the littlest—stealing, adultery, robs temples—like any without the law.
These Charges are Serious!
Theft, adultery, temple robbery. The question is: are they true? They must be or Paul’s opponents would boldly attack him here. Rabbi Ben Zakkai lamented about the Jews and their sin and corruption. Paul must not be making empty charges. Yet, Christians, how much better do we measure? This______________to Jew to hide behind the second wall:
D. Circumcision (2:25-29)
–	This was the great mark of the covenant and had begun with ______________ (Gen 17). To the Jews, the Gentiles were unclean and uncircumcised dogs. To tragedy is that the Jews depended on the physical mark itself and not the reality it represented (Deut 10:16; Jer 9:26, Ezek 44:9).  
A true Jew
 is one who has had an inward spiritual experience in the ______________and not merely an outward physical operation. ______________ and ______________ are often miss used this same way. Romans 2:16 says that God judges by the heart’s secrets. God is not impressed by outward formalities.  
An obedient Gentile 
without circumcision would be more acceptable than a disobedient Jew.  The ______________ praised each other for their obedience to the Law of God, but the important thing is the praise of God, not the praise of men. 
Circumcision
Does it have any______________ mark of value?
Yes! If it is accompanied by the corresponding inner obedience. What good is it if the people who are marked by it don’t obey the law it represents? No outward mark can ever take the place for obedience. God looks on the heart.
Hunter suggests
“A good ______________, according to Paul, is better than a bad Jew. If the Jew breaks the law, ceases to be a son of Abraham, the Gentile who observes it, though he has no mark on his body, is to all intents and purposes a true Israelite.” Could you imagine a Jew hearing Paul? Could we substitute “church ______________” and “______________” where Jew and Gentile are?  
When you recall
that the name of Jew comes from the tribe of Judah, which means “______________”, then we get more meaning (Gen 29:35, 49:8). All 4 witnesses agreed that the Jews are guilty before God. 

