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2 Corinthians
Chapter 7:2-9:15
Lecture 10
Enduring Chastening
God’s People
•	Are members of a close-knit fellowship.  Scripture uses a number of compound nouns to express this Christian togetherness—”fellow ______________”, “fellow ______________”, fellow ______________”, “fellow ______________” and “fellows ______________”.  Paul says in Galatians 3:26 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”
This Spiritual Kinship
•	Transcends any other natural relationships.  Like any family, people of God need each other; they need the ______________, ______________, and ______________ of the Christian fellowship. Openness and trust are vital to this mutually strengthening fellowship.
The Church
•	Is a holy fellowship, a fellowship “in Christ”, “a fellowship of ______________, peace, love, service, and praise.”  Needless to say, the fellowship of the Church is not insulated from conflict. Each church lives in tension.  The church is to resist the powers and forces of evil in the world.  Because of this reconciliation must be an ongoing process in the life of the church.
The Corinthians 
•	Were offended at Paul and there was a need for ______________ with him.  This seventh chapter shows Paul seeking to promote mutual confidence and fellowship and to mend and end the friction.
•	A Plea for An End to Estrangement (7:2-4)
Paul had done nothing to diminish the confidence of the Corinthian believers in him.  However, there were some who had sought to ______________the ______________ between Paul and the church. This probably began as a whispering campaign. The aim was to make Paul’s motives and ministry suspect and to create unloving attitudes toward Him. Paul renews his appeal to greater affection in 6:11-13.
•	Their Rejection of Him (7:2-3)
Paul urged the Corinthians to love him as he loved them. “Make ______________ for us in your ______________.” He had done nothing to cause them to doubt him. He reminds them of his careful life.
First, He Had Wronged No One
This was quite general and did not refer to a specific personal injury.  Members of the congregation knew that Paul had not treated anyone unjustly.  He had been nothing but a good Christian in his dealings with them. All that he had done was in accord with ______________,______________, and ______________.
Second, He had Corrupted No One
This charge could have been that he had ruined some people by his doctrine of Christian freedom, that is, what he had taught about ______________ from the ______________ was construed to be an invitation to license and loose living.  
Christian Freedom
For Paul was freedom to please God. Loose living disrupts our friendship with God and is harmful to our relationship with ______________ and to ______________.
Third, He Exploited No One
Here the word “______________” (pleonekto, defraud) is a reference to dishonest financial dealings (12:16-18).  The charge was untrue. He had not taken money from the Corinthians for his own advantage, for example, by raising an offering for poor Christians in Jerusalem and then lining his own pockets with the money. The apostle was guilty of no such practices, and neither should any Christian be guilty of such.
Fourth, He Held No Grudge
What the apostle had said was not to condemn the believers at Corinth. He was not accusing them, but clearing himself of malicious charges made by his accusers.  His readers were recently reconciled with him and he had no desire to open new wounds.  He hastened to assure them of his abiding ______________ and ______________ for them.
B. His Confidence in Them 7:4
The Corinthians were not always model Christians, but the good report brought by Titus had filled with confidence in them.  As one who had devoted his whole life to the ______________ of reconciliation, the apostle took the greatest satisfaction in knowing that the breach between himself and the Corinthians had been healed. Mutual confidence had been reestablished.
First, Paul Had Great Pride in Them
A literal rendering here of what he said is: “I can boast freely about you.” That is, when he spoke about them to others, he spoke proudly of their ______________ and ______________.  In fact he boasted to Titus (7:14).  He had spoken to the Christians in Jerusalem about their generosity (9:2).  Sincere commendations are in order to strengthen human relationships.
Second, Paul was Greatly Encouraged 
Toward them.  The church at Corinth had had troubles, but its rebellion had ended.  With Titus’ news, Paul was encouraged. The literal meaning of Paul’s words here is: “I abound in ______________ beyond measure.”  He went on to say, “IN all our troubles my joy knows no bounds.”  The confidence, courage, and joy which he experienced were experienced in all of his afflictions and hardships.
It is Apparent
That the apostle tried not only to reconcile men to God, but to himself as well. He regained the confidence of the ______________ church.  Today there are churches where the pastor and the church need to be reconciled.  
II. A Message of Comfort (7:5-7)
•	Paul began to relate how he was waiting on Titus to return from Corinth with news. But he was sidetracked with thanking God for ______________ his ______________. Now in 7:5 he begins to describe his wait for Titus in Macedonia.  He had great anxiety about the Corinthians and how they would receive Titus and his ministry.
7:5 – His Feeling of Strain
•	Before Titus arrived Paul’s situation at ______________ was dreadful.  It was no better than if he had waited in Troas.  He had no rest.  His adversaries had attacked and they filled the air with strife and animosity.  This was compounded by the inner fears of how the Corinthians would respond. Titus was seriously late.  He is outwardly persecuted and inwardly perplexed.
B. Titus, God’s Messenger of Comfort (7:6-7)
•	God comforted Paul who was in need of encouragement.  The letter Paul had sent was a rebuke of ______________ and required ______________ to repent.  When Titus arrived, his fears where relieved.  Out of gratitude Paul described God as the one “who comforts the downcast.” Through the Good News God drove away the apostle’s anxiety and filled his heart with comfort and joy.  The success of Paul’s reconciling ministry was obvious. Now harmony existed between him and the Corinthians.
7:7a: Comfort by the Corinthians Reception of Titus
•	Reunion with Titus, his friend, gave Paul joy.  Paul was pleased his friend returned safe and sound.  News of revival among the Corinthians gladdened Paul as the “______________ of ______________” had come down.  Titus encountered an obedient church at Corinth and not opposition.
7:7: Reconciliation Marked by 3 Changes at Corinth
•	First, They longed to see Paul in the ______________.  They now yearned to great him cordially and their hearts were open to him.
•	Second, They were ______________ for what they had done.  They deeply regretted the pain they had caused Paul earlier.
•	Third, they had an ardent concern for ______________. Their lukewarmness was replaced with enthusiasm, zeal, and devotion.
3. A Restoration of Mutual Confidence (7:8-12)
•	Why was Paul confident? Was he arrogant? Did he seem unkind?  He is careful to explain why he had such ______________ and wanted to removed any possibility of misunderstanding.
7:8-9a: Paul’s Concern about the Stern Letter
•	Paul sent the letter and then had some misgivings about it. He did not know what effect it would have upon them.  Would they repent? He was anxious of their response.  When he heard of the result, he was glad he had written it. He was happy because the letter had led them to repentance.
7:9b-11: Concern About the Nature of their Sorrow
•	Paul’s heart was gladdened at their repentance.  Paul shows that there are two kinds of sorrow:
•	1. ______________ Sorrow that brings repentance. It is the way to reconciliation, to harmony with God and with man.  It “leads to salvation and leaves no regret.” Grievances are wiped out and there is mutual respect and confidence.  The church was strengthened.
2. “Worldly Sorrow Bringing Death”
•	There is a difference between worldly ______________and true ______________.  Worldly sorrow is fatal; it leads to death. It is the consequence of sin and may be awakened by the loss of friends, health, possessions, power, and self-respect.  When men experience worldly sorrow, there is not remorse of wrong doing. They dislike the pain, but it does not drive them to seek God’s forgiveness. This usually is seen in a half-hearted apology. 
7 Words of Godly Sorrow
•	 Earnestness
The Christians at Corinth dropped their indifference. They took prompt and decisive action to deal with the ______________and ______________ conditions in the church. No longer did they see these as small matters. 
2. Eagerness
This was obvious in their desire to clear themselves. Godly ______________ led them to give an account of their earlier indifference and inactivity. Perhaps scandal had been in the church, and they were now eager to make it clear they had not been involved. They are determined to not be accomplices any longer.
3. Indignation
Presumably this was their reaction either to the scandal that they might have permitted in the church or to a troublemaker in the church (2:5). Now they took a ______________ and were indignant at sin.
4. Alarm
Phobos is the Greek. They were more fully awake and aware of the real spiritual dangers of sin and especially of its disruptive impact on their fellowship. More than ever they were ______________ to the ______________ of God.
5. Affection
Epipothesis is “______________” in Greek. The longing was for Paul himself. He was the apostle of the Corinthian Christians. Their desire was to be reunited with him who had preached to them reconciliation and to restore their fellowship of mutual trust and affection. 
6. Concern
Zelos is ______________ in Greek.  They were zealously devoted to Paul and to the service of Jesus Christ.
7. Justice 
Ekdikesis is ______________ in Greek. They were ready to see justice done and to inflict punishment on anyone who disrupted the fellowship of the church. These are the signs of genuine repentance and reconciliation.
C. 7:12 - Paul’s Concern About Their Loyalty
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians was not so much concerned with the person who did wrong or with the one who suffered injury. His foremost concern was their ______________ to him and to the ______________ which he ______________.  He motive for writing to the Corinthians was not to seek revenge.  He hoped to bring them to a realization of their real relationship to him.
7:13-16 – An Overflow of Joy and Comfort
The changes of ______________ of his spiritual children  gave Paul good reason to be encouraged. But he had another reason for rejoicing still more. The joy of Titus confirmed Paul’s confidence in the Corinthians, and it, too, added to the intensity of his joy.
•	The Rejoicing and Affection of Titus (7:13, 15)
Titus was surely aware of the faults of the Corinthians, but Paul had assured him they were fundamentally sound. Their behavior toward Paul did not make him blind to their potential.  On the whole he had confidence in them.  The Corinthians received Titus with great respect.   They reacted to Paul’s message with “______________ and ______________”. This is the way Paul began his work there (1 Cor 2:3).
B. The Boast of Paul (7:14)
Prior to Titus’ departure to Corinth Paul had boasted about the Corinthians, but it was reserved. There was not much he could be proud about them.  His confidence and praise might have appeared more than warranted, but the apostle was happy to report that his ______________ of them to Titus was not unfounded.
C. The Joy of Confidence (7:16)
Paul had experienced some ______________ over the Corinthians and had vested some ______________ over them. Now he was happy. The dark clouds had passed away and an unpleasant situation had ended well.  His efforts had begun to pay dividends of love, joy, and peace within the Christian fellowship.  All the misgivings had disappeared.  Paul had come to the happy state of perfect confidence in the congregation.
V. Conclusion
Some Christians suffer from a lack of confidence and this cuts one Christian off from others.  Paul lacked ______________ in the Corinthians at one period and they lacked confidence in them at other times.  Their reconciliation with God and with one another restores that confidence.   
2 Corinthians
Chapter 8-9
Practicing Generosity
Lecture 26
Christian Charity Practiced
•	This chapter is easily divided into three parts:
•	1. Christian Charity as a ______________ of Life (8:1-8)
•	2. Christian Charity by the ______________ of Christ (8: 9-15)
•	3. Christian Charity Through Efficient ______________ (8:16-24)
•	Christian Charity as a Grace of Life (8:1-8)
______________ is a ______________. It was urged upon the Corinthians by the example of the Macedonians.  Paul had been in Macedonia and was on his way to Jerusalem.  He had just met Titus who brought him the good news about Corinth. Since Paul was soon to be in Corinth, he sent the letter in advance of his arrival. He wanted them ready to fulfill their duty.
The Occasion for the Giving
Was the need of the Jerusalem church.  They had passed through bitter ______________which had swept their homes and means of employment.  They now needed help and assistance.  This was the urgent need Paul places before them.
Paul described their gift in three ways:
1. It was under Adversity.
•	Abundant Joy in Great Affliction.
In spite of their great affliction they had an ______________ of ______________.  It was not a case of enduring their affliction with a grim patience and a dogged endurance.  This is the mark of great grace. It is more than being religious. It is being victoriously Christians.
2. Rich Liberality in Deep Poverty 
Notice these Macedonians gave what they could and as much as they could.  They gave according to their present ability and did not wait until they became affluent.  Whoever waits for abundance before giving will not give at all. The Macedonians poverty became the means for their liberality.  This means a ______________according to their ______________, not the size of the gift. 
B. It was Spontaneous (3-4)
  The grace of giving is not according to compulsion.  It is spontaneous, genuine and sincere.  The Macedonians are such an example.  While they gave more than they could afford, they insisted on giving.  It was not with reluctance and hesitancy but with prayerful entreaty.  How often do we make ______________ the substitute for ______________?  
C. It was In Self-Surrender (v. 5)
The secret of ______________ was in ______________. It was their complete consecration and self-surrender. Proper Christian giving is never an impersonal matter. It is a sacred surrender of one’s self.  Notice this was also “by the will of God.” When our will parallels God’s will, giving has reached its highest height.  It is not regulated by our whims, but by His will.  
The Purpose of The Macedonian Example
Was to incite the Corinthians to the same ______________ and ______________ (v. 6-7).  The Corinthians had faith, utterance, knowledge, diligence and love. To this should be added the grace of giving.  The grace of giving completes the graces of Christian character. This is so because giving is the outflow of the inflow of grace.  It is faith in action.  It is utterance made real. It is knowledge made practical.  It is love in its finest form.  
II. Christian Charity by the Example of Christ (8:9-15)
Having appealed to the example of the impoverished Macedonians, Paul now appeals to the example set by the ______________, Jesus Christ. Paul speaks of ______________ things:
•	 Grace in Giving (v.9a)
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ”
The incentive in giving is not the compulsion of a commandment, but the sincerity of love.  In fact giving proves the ______________ of our love.  Paul says that the Corinthians were to give not to merely keep a law, but to show their ______________.
B. Example in Giving (9b)
“…that, though he was rich, yet for your sake he became ______________, that ye through his poverty might be rich.”
Paul shows that Christ was the believer’s supreme example of giving.  Being rich he voluntarily became ______________.  He voluntarily surrendered his power and became obedient to the Father’s will.  
C. Pledging in Giving (v. 10-11)
The Corinthians had made a pledge twelve months earlier to assist the Judean Christians in their distress.  Something had happened to defer their good intentions.  
Perhaps it was the quarrels and dissensions that had occurred in the church.  This is another example of the wasted time and effort of ______________.  It robs of time and good intentions.  Suffering comes to those who need our help.  Paul urges them to carry out their original purpose and act promptly in responding.
D. Willingness in Giving (v 12)
The test of generosity or faithfulness in our giving is not wealth, but willingness for “it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to what a man does not have.  
This means that if you give a dollar and another gives a hundred dollars, your gift would not be measured by the largeness of the other’s gift.  
The measurement is by what you ______________ and the ______________ with which you give it.  
Some Has Said,
Those Christians who defer their gifts to their deathbed do as ______________ as say, “Lord, I will give Thee something when I can ______________ it no longer.”  
E. Equality in Giving (v. 13-15)
The responsibility involved in giving was to be on the basis of equality.  This equality was to be judged by ability.  As far as the Corinthians were concerned they were then well able to relieve the ______________.  
Some day the circumstances might be reversed.  This is not for Corinth only, but is for us as well.  Today we may be giving and tomorrow may be our time to receive.  
______________ and opportunity go side by side. For every obligation there is an opportunity of performance.
III. Christian Charity Through Efficient Administration (v 16-24)
Having requested the gifts of the Corinthians, Paul now takes measures to protect both the offering and the using of these gifts.  His measures were not elaborate. The ______________ measures were employed by men to guarantee the offering was used for the purpose it was given.  After all, no method is better than the men who administer it.  Paul promptly promised the ______________ of their gifts by naming trusted Christian men who would be used by him in his trip to Jerusalem.
Paul’s Friend, Titus
Was the head of the group.  Titus was coming to head up the spiritual interests of the Corinthians just as much as the material interests of the Judeans.  Verse 16 tells us of ______________ love for the Corinthians.  This shows that giving is more than mere giving of a gift, but it is an expansion of the heart. It expands the affections so as the enlarge the capacity of our lives for enjoyment.  Not even Paul’s pure ______________ and life would be free of suspicion and slander by certain people.

B. Giving and Procuring (v 21-23)
What Paul expressed in verse 21 is the ideal of Christian conduct.  The Christian’s honesty would be judged by both ______________ and by God.  It is possible that pure motives might be misjudged. 
Regardless of this possibility, Paul was determined to safeguard his good name and would appear honorable in all things.  The men Paul chose were beyond reproach, so much so Paul could unhesitatingly say, 
“They are …the ______________ of Christ.”  They brought glory to the Christ they followed.  
C. Giving and Loving (v 24)
The meaning here is plain.  The proof of love is in giving.  The proof of loving God is not in praying. Praying may be one of the most selfish engagements we keep.  It can become a religious “give me” exercise.  
The proof of loving God is not in ______________.  Worship may be for the sake of religious respectability. 
The proof of loving God is in giving one’s self to God. Love is expressed by our ______________.  The greatest example of love we have is in God.  Divine love was proved by the divine gift.  We are no exception to the role.
Chapter 9: Five Principles of Giving
Principle 1: Readiness (1-5)
Paul had certain things at stake in regard to this proposed relief offering for the ______________ from the Corinthians.  
His pride in the Judaizers was at stake.  He had boasted in the liberality and readiness of the Corinthians.  
What a ______________ if they were not ready.  
The Point of Interest
Is to notice the practical human measures which Paul used to ensure the success of his mission. He employed both faith and works.  He trusted God and used other means.  
Faith is the ______________ and works are the ______________.  It is a cooperative effort. 
What is evangelism except God’s Word sounded forth by human means?  Paul was careful to make sure the Corinthians knew it was by cooperation and not by coercion.
Principle II: The Harvest (v. 6)
We are too prone to think of giving in terms of ______________ rather than in terms of bounty. 
If we are not careful we think of this as an expenditure and not an investment in life.  
The Christian enriches himself when he distributes to ______________.  See Proverbs 19:17.
The Laws of Nature
Operate in the life of the Christian as is illustrated by this law of the harvest.  It is the picture of a farmer sowing his spring crop.  What he sows in the spring he will harvest in the fall. It is inviolately true that he will reap as he sows.  The proportion of his ______________ is dependent on his sowing.  Sow a few seeds, reap a thin harvest.  So Christian giving is not scattering, but sowing. It is not a contribution, but an investment.  It is an act that is regulated by the law of ______________. It is a challenge to one’s faith.
Principle III: Free-Will (v.7)
A, According to Our Purpose—
Free-will giving means giving without compulsion.  It means giving without regulation or constraint or force of any kind.  It is giving by one’s own individual intent.  
The ______________ of one’s gift cannot be assigned by another.  So, what is to determine the amount of our gift? The law of the ______________ is wise and fair, but it is not the final standard. 
The higher standard is the Holy Spirit whose promptings will give sensitive Christian souls the most accurate measurement of choice.
B. According to Our Pleasure –
The giving is to be because of our pleasure. God loves a cheerful giver. It means a “hilarious giver”.  
God is looking for the ______________ and attitude of the giver more than the amount.  God looks at the motive behind the gift.  Giving is not merely a means of distributing charity, but a means of developing ______________.  God seeks our cooperation in the spirit of joy and love, rather than compulsion and constraint.
Principle IV: Divine Grace (8-10)
The purpose of divine grace is to increase the resources of the hilarious giver so that he may be able to respond in other cases of ______________.  God’s gifts to us are not intended for selfish consumption. 
They are intended to serve others.  Our money is to lighten the ______________ of others. It is intended to be used for blessing those in need.  
We possess so we may pass it on.  The problem is not on God’ side, but  on man’s side.  
Principle V: Thanksgiving (v. 11-15)
The fitting conclusion of this chapter on giving is this word about thanksgiving. ______________ and gratitude are a proper cause and effect.  Our gift should awaken ______________ in the receiver’s heart.  
First, 
it is the gratitude to the human giver that the needs of the saints have been supplied.  
Wherever this thoughtful remembrance is lacking, the true sense of ______________ is missing.  The Christian should be sure to be ______________.  
One should never let appreciation be taken for granted.  
Second, 
it is gratitude to the God, the Divine Giver, who is the original ______________ and whose bounty makes it possible to ______________ others.  
Finally,
It is gratitude to God for His “unspeakable gift” which no doubt refers to the source and inspiration of all Christian ______________—Jesus Christ. 
Christ is the gift of God and the source of all Christian ______________ and benevolence.     

