Lecture 3
The Jordan Rift
•	Nature has divided Israel into two segments by a deep rift, the ________________Rift.
•	This rift is part of a great fault line that begins in eastern ____________and extends down into Africa.
•	In Israel most of the rift lies below sea level and reaches a maximum depth of _______________feet near the Dead Sea before it begins an ascent to sea level in the Arabah.
The Jordan Rift
•	Drains ____________percent of the land.
Six Divisions of the Rift
•	Your text gives you only 5, but I will divide the first one into two other areas.
•	1. The ___________________Basin
•	2. The ___________________Lake
•	3. The Sea of _____________________
•	4. The ___________________River
•	5. The _____________________Sea 
•	6. The ______________________
1. The ___________________Basin
•	It is a deep depression between Upper ____________and the ______________Plateau.
•	Mt __________________________(9,232 feet) flanks the basin on the northeast.
•	Several springs flow into the basin from the Mt Hermon area.

Principal Springs Are:
•	Found near _______________and
•	Near Caesarea ________________________

2. ________________________Lake
•	This ancient lake was largely_____________________, but today has been drained, except for a very small _______________________preserve.
3. Sea of _________________
•	This is a fresh water body of water located ______________feet below sea level. 
•	It is ____________miles long and ________miles wide. 
•	It covers an area of about 70 square miles.
•	It has a maximum depth of _______ feet.
•	Recently the area has suffered from a major drought.
The Sea of Galilee
•	Has the shape of a “____________” and hence the name, “___________________”.
  
Other NT Names:
•	Lake of _____________________(Lk 5:1)
•	Lake of ______________-(Jn 6:1, 21:1)
•	Today it is called the Sea of Galilee or Lake___________________.
•	Major towns around the Sea are Capernaum, Bethsaida, _____________, and_____________.
_____________________
•	Located on ____________shore of Sea of Galilee
•	Became the center of Christ’s ministry in Galilee after He was rejected in _______________(Mt 4:12-14)

___________________
•	The home of Philip, ___________________and Peter (Jn 1:44, 12:21).
•	A small fishing village on the NE shore of the Sea of Galilee
•	NT times linked with Julias (site about 2 miles from shore) which Philip the tetrarch elevated to a polis and named after the daughter___________________.
___________________
•	Located on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee
•	Established by Herod Antipas between _________and _________AD to serve as the capital of Galilee and Perea.  
•	It was selected partly due to the hot springs in the area. 
•	Most Jews would not got to Tiberias as it was the site of a___________________.

4. Jordan River near Tiberias
5. Dead Sea
•	The deepest part of the Jordan Rift.
•	Is about __________miles long and ten miles wide.
•	Referred to as “________________Sea” (Gen 14:3); “_________________Sea” (Ezek 47:18; Zech 14:8); Sea of Arabah (Deut. 3:17; Josh 3:16)
•	Lies approximately ________________feet BELOW sea level.
The Dead Sea
•	Has several streams and wadis flowing into it, but it does not empty.  The inflow is exceeded today by the lack of rain, the use of water by both Jordan and Israel, and by a high rate of evaporation.
•	It has a _____________square mile surface. 
Qumran Ruins & Hills of Ammon
Minerals in the Dead Sea
•	The mineral amounts today are about ________to __________percent, depending on the depth of the water. 
•	The two major minerals extracted today are 
•	___________________ (used in pesticides and fumigants) and
•	___________________ (used in fertilizer)
6. _____________________
•	This word means “____________land”.
•	It is a term used in Scripture to describe the desolate Rift Valley extending both northward and southward of the Dead Sea (Dt 1:7; 3:17; Josh 11:2)
•	It begins at the Dead Sea (_________________ft below sea level) and stretches south.  
Arabah
•	Just west of ________________in Jordan it rises to _____________feet above sea level.
•	The Arabah extends about 100 miles from the Dead Sea---which was sometimes referred to as “the Sea of the_______________” (Deut 4:49; Josh 3:16; 12:3; 2 Kings 14:25) --- to Eilat, at the northern end of the Gulf of Aqaba.

Ein ____________
•	Is an oasis in the wilderness on the western shore of the Dead Sea, directly across from where the Wadi _________________enters the sea.
•	The site is named for the copious spring that waters the area.


David & Ein Gedi
•	David hid in these caves and this area from_____________. (1 Sam 23:29)
•	It is also called the “wilderness of Ein__________________” (1 Sam 24:1)
•	It was here that David could have killed Saul when he went into the cave.
•	This is also the background for Psalm _______________
____________________

Masada
•	Is a natural rock ______________on the western side of the Sea.
•	The fortress was formed by erosion from wadi’s.
•	The cliffs rise to nearly ________________feet vertically. 
•	Masada is a transliteration of the Hebrew for “Mountain fortress or stronghold”

Herod the Great & Masada
•	Herod completely rebuilt the fortress to give him a place to retreat if _____________________invaded the land. It had a fine palace, cisterns for water and great storehouses for grains.  Some of the Jewish zealots fled here when Jerusalem was being sacked in AD_____________.  They were overcome by the Romans who built a ramp to the top on_____________________.



