New Testament 1
Mark 3: 7 to 4: 34
Lecture 16
A Summary: Immense Popularity of Jesus (3:7-12)
•	The popular acclaim given to Jesus seems not to have been because the multitudes received Him, but because of the great things He did. Two groups of people are mentioned: “a great multitude from_____________________” who followed Jesus (v.7) and “a great multitude” from Judea and from_____________________,” “who came to Him” (2c, 8).  Places mentioned include all sections of Israel except Samaria.
The Second Stage of the Galilean Ministry (3:13-6:6a)
•	This section shows a “motif of_____________________” according to Lane as Mark records the charge of insanity and collusion with _____________________ (3:20-30), the request that Jesus leave Trans-Jordan (5:17) and the offence of the townspeople of Nazareth (6:2-6)
1. The Selection of the 12 Apostles (13-19)
•	their names are recorded in Matthew 10:2ff; Luke 6:14f; Acts 1:13f.
•	Luke 6:14 explains that this occurred after a night of_____________________.  Mark 3:14-15 gives two reasons for the appointment:
•	a) that they might be _____________________Him and
•	b) that He might send them out to_____________________, to heal and cast out demons.
Between 3:19 and 3:20
•	several weeks pass which Mark omits and the other gospels include:
•	a) the _____________________on the Mount near Capernaum (Mt 5-7; Lk 6:17-49)
•	b) Jesus returns to Capernaum healing the _____________________son (Mt 8:6-13)
•	c) Christ visits _____________________and heals widow’s son (Lk 7:11-17)
Between 3:19 and 3:20
•	d) Receives a message from Jn the _____________________ (Mt 11:2-10)
•	e) pronouncement of woes on the cities of Galilee (Mt 11:20-30)
•	f) dinner with Simon the _____________________and anointing by an unnamed woman (Lk 7:36-50)
•	g) continuation of Christ’s tour of Galilee and return to Capernaum (Lk 8:1-3)
Growing Opposition to Jesus: Capernaum (20-35)
•	A) The Anxiety of “his_____________________” bring fear of derangement (20-21).
•	The Greek construction behind the words “his friends” (thoi par autou) denotes one’s close_____________________.  In this case, the persons so designated were likely not just friends but the family of Jesus--the same persons who were mentioned in 3:31.
B) Confrontation with the Scribes from Jerusalem (22-30)
•	--They charged Jesus with being in collusion with_____________________.
•	The “scribes that came down from Jerusalem” appear to have been an official delegation, an investigating committee.
•	Matthew brings out that the charge of collusion with Beelzebul was a reaction to Jesus’ healing a blind, mute_____________________.
Beelzebul (Beelzebub) 
•	Comes from the Vulgate and was the Philistine god of the flies---the “_____________________god”.  Some feel that it means the “god of the dwelling”, ie., the dwelling of evil spirits (cf. vs. 25, which by its imagery lends support to this interpretation.)  In abhorrence, used the term as a name for_____________________. Verse 23 shows this is the manner in which Jesus used it. 
Jesus’ Response to the Charge
•	Is given in two parts:
•	A) He asked a question to show the _____________________of their charge and
•	B) He made a solemn pronouncement, to show the serious _____________________of their charge (28-29).
Four Things About Blaspheme are suggested:
•	A) It is a sin against the spiritual knowledge, a sin against_____________________. In face of all evidence to the contrary, Jesus’ enemies said His work was the work of Beelzebul.
•	B) It is a _____________________sin—a sin not committed accidentally or inadvertently.
Four Things about Blaspheme:
•	C) It is a sin of the_____________________, not a sin which consists only of spoken words.  “Every man’s heart is a storehouse and his words show what he keeps there (Plummer).
•	D) It is an _____________________sin.  Jesus calls it an “eternal sin (v. 29).  -- a sin having eternal qualities to it.  The guilt of the sin therefore abides.  It is unpardonable because the one who commits it has reached a state of mind in which he will never ask for pardon.  Repentance for such a man is a moral impossibility.
C. Misundersanding of Jesus’ Family (3: 31-35)
•	Here Jesus reveals the true character of His _____________________ (31-35)
•	Jesus did not repudiate His family; he did, however, emphasize the reality of _____________________kinship and the precedence which it takes over physical relationships.
3) Parabolic Teaching (4:1-34)
•	Matthew 13:1 points out that these parables were taught the same day that Jesus was charged of _____________________with Beelzebul.  The change to parables at this junction shows a change in his teaching methods, though He was not the first to use parables. From the beginning He had used _____________________and figures of speech (Mt 5:14-15).
Why Change to Parables?
•	Salmond mentions mentions two reasons:
•	A) the poor _____________________which had been given to the more direct teaching of Jesus up to this point.
•	B) the fact that Christ had now reached the point in His ministry where “He had to speak of the _____________________things of the Kingdom, it purely spiritual nature, the secret of entrance into it, the eternal issues hidden it, the Passion of the Cross etc.
This Second Fact
•	Was so strange and unwelcome to the Jew, so unlike all his anticipations of the Kingdom…so hard for his _____________________to receive or for his understanding to grasp, that it was necessary to adopt a mode of discourse which should conciliate him in his prejudice, and gradually gain access to his_____________________. (The Parables of Our Lord, p. 20).
Definition of a Parable
•	The Greek word for parable is parabole and it means, “to _____________________alongside” or “to_____________________”.  In the NT the word is used for 1) a short pithy saying (Lk 4;23; Mk 7:17) 2) a comparison without a narrative (Mk 13:28) and 3) comparisons with narrative—illustrative comparisons with something of a story in them.
C. H. Dodd’s Definition
•	“A parable is a metaphor or simile drawn from _____________________or common life, arresting the hearer by its vividness or strangeness, and leaving the mind in sufficient doubt about its precise applications to tease it into active _____________________ (The Parables of the Kingdom, 16)
•	M. Hunter 
Says in Parables Then and Now, p. 10 “The parables are just picturesque stories with moral attached, eminently suitable for teaching children in Sunday School. They are more like Churchhill’s _____________________speeches in 1940---weapons of war in a great campaign against the powers of _____________________which took Jesus to the cross.”
Interpreting Parables
There is a central lesson, a leading thought, an _____________________meaning, for each parable, and the task of the interpreter is to discover this.
Look for the BIG idea as Chrysostom is reported to have said. “Be not overbusy with the rest.”
The details of the parable, it has been said, merely add_____________________; they are the drapery the parable needs for its grace and completeness.
Remember
The parables were spoken, not_____________________.  No one of the first apostles could sit down and write and analyze the parables phrase by phrase.  They were intended to produce an overall---and perhaps---immediate_____________________.
The Purposes of the Parables
These were probably many and varied.  They doubtless served:
•	To attract the _____________________of his hearers. That which Christ had to say to men was not always_____________________. They often had to be won over to the truths He announced, and the parable was a ready means of accomplishing this.
2) The Parables Served
To illustrate the truth, thus making it more vivid and_____________________.  This is an element played down by many modern_____________________, but there is validity in this understanding.
3) The Parables were probably intended
As an aid to memory, enabling the hearer to _____________________and _____________________upon the truth imbedded in the parable.  
4) The Parables Challenged
People to_____________________.  They were intended to force the hearer to make a choice or _____________________concerning God or the Kingdom of Heaven.  
5) The Parables Could Veil
As well as reveal.  The “_____________________” purpose of the parables is suggested by Mark 4:10-13.  The words are difficult and exceedingly solemn. 
Matthew Henry Compared the parables to the pillar of fire and cloud that hovered over Israel in the desert.  He said it “turns a _____________________side toward the Egyptians, but a bright side toward Israel.
The Setting (4:1-2)
The Telling of the Parables (4:3-32)
•	The Parable of the _____________________ (1-20)
The Parable is told in verses 3 to 9.  
The interpretation of the parable (10-20) 
Jesus’ explanation includes a _____________________of His reason for using parables (11-12), as well as an interpretation of the Parable of the Sower (13-20).
The Central Lesson of the Parable:
Christ’s kingdom is extended by sowing the Word, but the Word meets with varying_____________________. Four classes of hearers are distinguished, each represented in the parable by a different kind of soil.  The parable might therefore be called the Parable of the _____________________rather the Sower.
The Parable of the Lamp (21-35)
The Central Lesson: the duty of sharing Christ’s _____________________with others. As a lamp exists that it may give light, so the Word is given by Christ to the disciples that they might give it to others. Broadus says that the parable tells us “How to use Christ’s_____________________.” 
The Parable of the Seed Growing (26-29)
Central Lesson: the inherent power and mysterious and gradual growth of the Word.  It has life and _____________________within itself, and its success and growth are not dependent on those who sow it.  This parable injects a note of encouragement.  The Parable of the _____________________speaks of disappointments and failure attending much of the sowing.  Here Jesus speaks of the hidden forces beyond our knowledge which secures growth of the Word.
The application of the Parable
Some see it as a reference to the growth of the seed (_____________________) in the world; others, as a reference to the growth of the seed (Word) in the individual.
This is the only parable unique to Mark’s gospel.
Verse 28 has “of herself” is a translation meaning “_____________________”
Parable of the Mustard Seed (30-32)
The Central Lesson: according to one group of interpreters the lesson is teaching that the_____________________, though having small beginning is destined to become great.  Others see it referring to the abnormal development of the kingdom.  Christendom departs from its essential nature and becomes an _____________________and wordly-minded organization.  
A Summary of Jesus Use of Parables (33-34)

