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New Testament 2
Lecture 21
The Transfiguration of Jesus
Matthew 17: 1-13
Luke 9: 18-27
Why was Jesus Transfigured?
•	The ________________________and ____________________________?  of this event is seldom fully appreciated. This lecture will seek to give a deeper meaning and appreciation to this miracle in light to its miracle and Jewish background. It seems the story gives a glimpse of Christ’s glory in the midst of human suffering.
The Death of Jesus
•	Luke’s Gospel will be our primary focus for this lecture.  The idea of ____________________________?  should not be dismissed too easily.  Luke records that Moses and Elijah spoke to Jesus about His “departure.”  The word “departure” is not used in Mark’s gospel.  So Luke’s is crucial: “And behold, two men talked with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of His departure, which He was to accomplish in Jerusalem” (9:30-31).
The Word “Departure”
•	In Greek is “exodus”.  Unlike Matthew and Mark, in Luke’s account, the reference concerning Jesus’ departure is the foundation for understanding the purpose of the transfiguration.  One the one hand, this term portrays the imagery of the story of divine deliverance in the exodus of Israel from Egypt. On the other, it signifies____________________________?  . In fact, departure is a euphemism for death, much like our “passed away.”
The Supernatural Signs
•	Around the Transfiguration include the appearance of Jesus being changed, a cloud ____________________________?  them and the mountain and a ____________________________?  affirms the authenticity of Jesus’ messianic task.  In the mist of these signs, Jesus receives word about His suffering in Jerusalem.  The Greek text of Luke shows His death is the topic of conversation by the use of the euphemistic term “exodus”.  Thus the nature of Christ’s redemptive work is the point of discussion.
The Passover 
•	May have been in the background of Luke’s mind as he wrote these words.  Every Passover celebrates the ____________________________?  acts of divine deliverance as the miracles of the biblical account of the exodus are dramatically reenacted.  The Jewish people celebrate Passover by a festive meal.  The child at the table asks, “Why is this night different from all other nights?”  
The Story of Redemption
•	Is rehearsed through the imagery of the Passover meal where unleavened bread, four cups of wine, and the shank bone (recalling the lamb’s sacrifice) bring to life a distant memory from ____________________________?  into light and redeemed from the cruel ____________________________?  of the Egyptian taskmasters.
The Change of Appearance 
•	Accentuates the divine____________________________?  . By way of sharp contrast, it is on just such an occasion as this that Moses and Elijah speak with Jesus concerning his death in Jerusalem, when the glory of God appears in the most obvious manner.  Death and glory are joined together. The pain of death is considered the most excruciating experience of suffering for every human being.  Death is the greatest ____________________________?  or mankind.  
Jesus Will Die, But
•	His death possesses enduring importance in the process of____________________________?  .  Is His transfiguration during the visit form Moses and Elijah a preview of His resurrection?  Does it foreshadow a splendor of life after death? In ancient Jewish thought the righteous are transformed in the future world. In the present time, they suffer in the form of human frailty, but in the next world they will be ____________________________?  by the divine light. 
The Glory of the Righteous
•	Shall be revealed in the faces of the ____________________________?  in the future world.  This light may be compared to the radiance of Moses’ face when glowed after he talked to God (Ex 34:29-35).  The description of the brilliance attempts to express the incomprehensible splendor of God Himself.  
The Glory of God
•	Is often called the kavod yhvh. It denotes His grand omnipotence as the ultimate power. In the rabbinic literature the splendor of the divine presence is described by the Hebrew terms ziv shekhinah.  Perhaps the very skin of Jesus shone so brightly that His garments glowed from the light.  His countenance is changed, His clothes are dazzling white, and the brightness of the awesome reality of God is revealed.  Such glory only comes from the radiance of the ____________________________?  presence.
The Two Prophets: Moses and Elijah
•	Their appearance gives this event crucial importance.  Many scholars see them as representing the ____________________________?  and the____________________________?  . Perhaps that is true, but maybe there is more to see here.  It may be that they appear to fulfill their commissions as prophets of salvation. In Judaism they are prominent characters both in traditional teachings and in popular folklore.  
Moses is
•	The key actor in the biblical drama of redemption. He is the ____________________________?  who leads the people out of bondage. Elijah is also mentioned during the traditional meal of Passover. In Jewish thought Elijah is often associate with the future deliverance of God’s people. So perhaps, the coming of Moses and Elijah should be seen as 
God’s Inbreaking Redemptive
•	Activity. They are prophets who bring ____________________________?  to God’s people. In one homeletical midrash which preserves the holiday sermons and traditional Jewish teachings from the ancient synagogue, a message is given in which both Moses and Elijah fulfill a mission in the process of redemption. 
You find that two prophets rose up for Israel
•	Out of the tribe of____________________________?  ; one for the first of all the prophets and the other the last of all the Prophets, Moses first and Elijah last, and both with a commission from God to redeem Israel; Moses, with his commission, redeemed them from Egypt, as is said, “Come now, therefore, and I will send unto Pharoah” (Ex 3:10). 
And in the time-to-come,
•	Elijah, with his commission will ____________________________?  them, as is said, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet” (Mal 3:23). As with Moses, who in the beginning redeemed them out of Egypt, they did not return to slavery again in Egypt; so with Elijah, after he will redeem them out of the forth exile, out of Edom, they will not return and again be enslaved—theirs will be an eternal deliverance.”
These Two Prophets
•	Both did their ministries with the accompanying ____________________________?  and____________________________?  .  The idea that neither Moses nor Elijah experienced the normative form of human death influenced later Jewish reflections on these great leaders in Israel’s history. In this midrash, Moses is the first of the prophets who brought deliverance from Egypt. Elijah is the last of all prophets who will be involved in the final redemptive act of God. These two prophets are important for the transfiguration as they share with Jesus about His coming death in Jerusalem.
The Voice from the Cloud
•	Gives meaning to this____________________________?  . The three disciples Peter, James, and John who accompany Jesus up the mountain lack true spiritual perception concerning the significance of the event.  They became sleepy and were so overwhelmed by what they saw, they did not even know how to respond.  They see it is important and Peter wants to build tabernacles for each of them.  
Peter’s Response
•	Reminds us of the ____________________________?  of ____________________________?  where they build temporary dwelling places to commemorate God’s presence and provision during their wilderness walkings. Seek such a wonderful event led Peter to suggest three tabernacles.  But the voice from heaven reveals that such an act would be a waste of energy.  Without the voice of heaven, the excitement of the association with Moses and Elijah would have eclipsed the meaning of the event.
The Voice Out of Heaven
•	Reveals the divine____________________________?  , which identifies wholly with human ____________________________?  in the person of Jesus.  His disciples must direct their work toward the fulfillment of his call to bring healing and wholeness to a broken world.  
The Mountain Setting, Jesus’ change in appearance 
•	And the ____________________________?  in the ____________________________?  were dramatic evidence of a higher mission.  The mountain in Luke 9:28 recalls another mountain from Exodus 24:15-18…This scene in Luke reflects back to Sinai.  The cloud is like that of Mt Sinai and which went with the people in Ex 13:21.  The Lord appeared in Deut 31:15. What about Ex 19:9 and 2 Chron 5:13-14?  The voice speaks from the cloud just as it did in Ex 19:9.
Biblical References in “My Son”
•	Is seen in the midrashic practice of quoting only a part of a verse which the hearer could finish.  “My Son” is one of those that the hearers would know in Psa 2:7. The words “My chosen” are from Isa 42:1 and “Listen to Him” is from Deut 18:15.  The Hebrew word “listen, shema” means more than passive listening. It means to ____________________________?  completely.  
The Purpose of The Transfiguration of Jesus
•	This is not an easy thing to figure out, but maybe we can venture to come to a conclusion.  In Luke the miracle of the transfiguration is a foreshadowing of Jesus’____________________________?  .  The first and last of the prophets, Moses and Elijah, speak about His exodus in Jerusalem.  But even in the face of death, the glory of the divine presence appears in a tangible way. The voice in the cloud challenges the disciples of Jesus.  They are called to obey the teachings of Jesus.  He is designated “My Son” and “My Chosen” by the divine voice.  
The Anointed One of God
•	Is commissioned to fulfill His call in____________________________?  . For the disciples Jesus dies the death of a prophet like the suffering servant in Isaiah 53 who gives Himself for others.  It is the ultimate image of the one suffering for the many. It is like the words of Isaiah 63:8. God shares in the sufferings of His people.  It means God’s presence can be experienced in the midst of deepest human suffering and in the most intense pain.
The Meaning?
•	First and foremost is seems to be a prophecy about His coming____________________________?  . The splendor of His appearance signals God’s overcoming presence in an imperfect world. The transfiguration challenges the disciples to obey completely. The climax of the story is found in the words “Listen to Him!”.  



