New Testament 2	Lecture 20	Great Confession
69

New Testament 2
Lecture 20
The Great Confession
Matthew 16: 1-20
Luke 9: 18-27
The Context of Matthew 16
•	By the time we reach Matthew 16 the opposition towards Jesus by the Pharisees has increased.  They come to Him and request a _____________________in 16:1-4a.
16: 1-4a: A Request for a Sign
•	Traditionally the _____________________and _____________________were enemies and bitter opponents (Acts 23:6-10).  But their common enmity toward Jesus has become so great that it now overshadows their hatred of one another.  In a common alliance they come to tempt Jesus.
The Sign
•	They are requesting is one out of heaven.  Matthew uses the proposition (from-ek) to emphasize the heavenly origin of the sign which these religious leaders desired.  The Jews were notorious for asking for _____________________ (1 Cor 1:22).  This is almost a reduplication of Matthew 8 and the same characteristic of the Jewish people is emphasized.  
The Jews
•	Had a superstitious belief that demons could perform _____________________on earth, but only God could execute a _____________________from heaven.  It is true that God had in the past given such signs to Israel by means of Moses, Joshua, Samuel, and Elijah.  However don’t miss that fact that the request is not to reinforce faith, but to tempt the Lord. They would reject the sign too.
16:2-4a):
•	Because of their unbelief the Messiah refuses their request and _____________________them for their spiritual perverseness and blindness. They are so blind in the realm of _____________________things that they fail to discern the signs of the times. 
The Lord
•	Uses significantly the word “_____________________” (kairos) here in verse 3. He is not thinking of a mere space of time, but of a divine program.  This is evident since kairos denotes a fixed period of time.
What Signs Should They 
•	Have recognized?  There were several:
1) John the Baptist’s coming.  
•	John had claimed to be the _____________________of Isaiah 40 before some of these very leaders. The Lord had identified John as the promised Elijah of Malachi 4 if Israel had only have accepted Him (Mt 11:14).
2) The Works of the Messiah
•	Christ claimed that they were a _____________________of the times in MT 12:28.  
The Abandonment of The King (16:4b-12)
•	Because of their opposition to the King the Pharisees and the Sadducees leave Him.  Matthew has used the verb “to withdraw (anachoreo).  Yet now he uses the ver (kataleipo) which means “to forsake, to abondon, to leave).  The Lord turns his back on these religious leaders for the simple reason that they were _____________________and_____________________.
The King’s Warning of Leaven
•	He warned them of the doctrine of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.  The _____________________of these two groups were different, yet Jesus joins them together.  Evidently both sects had some doctrine that was untrue. The Pharisees and their legalism taught the doctrine of hypocrisy and the Sadducees the doctrine of rationalism.  They are both wrong and opposed the Messiah.
In Matthew 13:54 to 16:12
•	Jesus traced the course of opposition to the King.  In the face of this opposition Jesus withdraws twice. In the first withdrawal he ministers to the _____________________and in the second he ministers to the_____________________.  This is that pattern found in MT 1:1.  The first was the withdrawal from the political realm and this one is from the religious realm. From now on Jesus will teach His disciples. There will be less emphasis on miracles and signs and he begins to prepare the disciples for His death.
 The Revelation Concerning His Person (16:13-16:17)
16:13-16:14: The Setting
•	Jesus comes into the region where the Gentile population is dominant.  He asks His disciples about the opinion of men concerning who He is.  The conclusions which Israel had reached proved their rejection. Their thinking bore testimony to the supernatural character of Jesus, but they failed to identify Him as the_____________________.
The Location: Caesarea Philippi region
•	This area is located in northern Israel at the very foothills of Mt Hermon.
16:15-16
•	However, the Spirit in grace reveals to Peter and the disciples the fact that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the_____________________. These words are deeply significant. 
By Messiah 
•	Peter identified Jesus as the One in whom all of the OT hopes had been placed. He was the fulfillment of their_____________________. More specifically, Jesus was the Son of the living God.  Before (MT 14:33) they had admitted He was a Son of God, now Peter identifies Him as the Son of the only genuine God. The fact that Christ was the Son of God was proof that He was the Messiah of Israel and King of the future_____________________.
16:17: Jesus’ Response to Peter’s Confession
•	Because of Peter’s_____________________, Christ pronounces him_____________________.  The Lord is not here giving a reward to Peter but rather is describing his blessed spiritual condition.  In calling Simon “Barjona” Jesus is emphasizing the human nature of Peter.  He is saying in effect, “You are flesh, and flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.”
In Jewish Literature
•	“flesh and blood” is often used for humanity in contrast to God (Gal 1:16; Eph 6:12; Heb 2:14).  This revelation to Peter and the disciples reveals their _____________________condition. They were fertile soil, the babes to whom the Father made revelation concerning the Son and His Kingdom (MT 11:25).
Matthew 16: 18-20
•	Following the Father’s revelation to the disciples concerning the person of Jesus, the Lord goes on to reveal some matters pertinent to His _____________________and_____________________.  The first revelation He makes involves the building of His church on “this rock”.  One of the great exegetical problems for Bible students has been the identification of “the rock” in verse 18.
Three Positions:
•	The rock is:
•	1) Peter
•	2) Christ
•	3) the truth of Peter’s confession
•	Peter
The problem with this view is Jesus could have easily used the personal pronoun and say, “You, Peter are the rock.”  A second objection involves the use of the words for “rock”.  Petra and petros.  Petra is a mass of rock while Petros is a stone or piece of that rock. 
2) Christ
This is consistent with the OT use of the word rock; it is used symbolically oftentimes of the person of God. However, the third person pronoun “this” makes this view untenable.
3) The truth of Peter’s Confession
It is the truth of Christ’s person and work which the Church shall be built.  This fits the use the Lord makes of taute and the sense of petra. It is large enough to include the second viewpoint, the position which says that Christ is the Rock.  
The Only Reference to “Church” 
•	In the Gospels is found in Matthew 16:18 and 18:17. This was a term that the _____________________would have been familiar because it was used in the LXX to refer to either Israel as a body or as a congregation.  In the NT it is used to designate an assembly of citizens without any religious term at all.  But here it has a very distinct meaning…
A Quote by M’Neile, St. Matthew, 241-242…
•	“…ekklesia was the only possible word to express the Christian body as distinct from Jews…He had just ended His public ministry in Galilee, had taken the disciples on a long _____________________alone, and was about to go to Jerusalem with the avowed intention of being killed; no moment was more suitable for preparing His followers to become a new body, isolated both from the masses and from the civil and religious authorities.”
The Gates of Hell
•	Is problematic as well. For the Jews this term normally referred to_____________________.  Thus Jesus is saying that the work that He is beginning, the church will continue and death will not overcome that work.  
The Keys of the Kingdom
•	In this verse the word “key” could have two meanings.  It could be that Peter would be the one who opens the _____________________of access to the _____________________to both Jew and Gentiles. This is seen in Acts 2 where Peter preached to the Jews and Acts 10 where he preached to Cornelius, the Gentile. Or it could be that it refers to the authority of the scribes.  The “key” was the sign of the scribes who interpreted and taught the law.
“Binding and Loosing”
•	This words can also mean “to prohibit” and “to allow”. Notice the powerful spiritual implications behind these words.  Jewish literature is full of references that show that the word of a righteous man has tremendous force.  Whatever righteous persons “_____________________” or “_____________________” on earth are done so in heaven as well.  
A Point of Grammar to Consider
•	The phrases “shall have been bound” and “shall have been loosed” in Matthew 16:19 are future perfect perphrastics.  The perfect tense denotes past action, the results of which endure to the present.  The periphrastic form of the perfect usually emphasizes the existing state. This changes the complexion of Matthew 16:19. The significance of these tenses is that the apostles will not determine the _____________________of heaven, but they will act as a matter of _____________________from heaven.
Williams’ Translation
•	Which tries to keep the proper form of the Greek writes: “And whatever you forbid on earth must be what is already forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on earth must be what is already permitted in heaven.”   This verse shows how Peter is to make future decisions. He is to discern the will of God and then _____________________accordingly.


