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New Testament 2
Lecture 11
John the Baptist’s Ministry
One Question Concerning John
•	Was on most every Jews mind was: “Was John’s baptism and ministry of men or of______________?”  It seems this question must have been asked from Caesarea Philippi to Idumea.  John had gathered quite a following and many counted him as a prophet (Lk 3:15; Jn 1:19-25).  Even when John traveled to the banks of the Jordan River many followed him.
This is the Context 
•	From which even Jesus came seeking John.  Matthew’s account of this even in the life of Jesus is remarkably more detailed than Luke’s and Mark’s.  
1. The Baptism of the King (3:13-15)
•	This passage is difficult because of the reason for ____________baptism. In a sense Jesus answered it when He said it was necessary for John to baptize Him “to fulfill all righteousness” (3:15).  But what did Jesus mean by this?
Several Options are Suggested:
1. To identify Himself with the godly remnant of Israel.  
•	Some who hold this view are F. F Bruce, John A. T. Robinson, Gaebelein and others.
•	Those who argue against this view indicate that it does not fit the meaning of the phrase and that being identified with God’s people may be a result of fulfilling all righteousness, but can hardly be said to be the purpose of Christ’s________________.
2. As Part of His Messianic Anointing 
•	Green and Vos hold this view. Again, anointing will not ________________all righteousness either.
3. As Indicating His Submissiveness to the Law of Moses

•	Sherpard, Carr and others hold this position.  This has problems by identifying John’s baptism with the____________. Since John’s baptism was new, it would be chronologically impossible for his baptism to be a fulfillment of the requirements of the law. There is no direct connection between John’s baptism and the law.
4. Pictures the Finished Work of Christ
•	Is held by English.  
5. A Link between John’s Ministry and Jesus’ Ministry
•	Is held by A. T. Robertson in his Word Pictures of the NT.  These are true as well, but seem to fall short of the intended meaning.  
6. Toussaint’s View is
•	That it need not be so specific. Instead the phrase may point to a general rule of Christ’s earthly life which refers to His voluntary subjection to the ordinances which belonged to men, whether they were ___________________or secular.  IT would be the reason for Christ’s obedience to OT laws and to civil authorities.  Since they were instituted by God, if was necessary for Him to keep the Law
7. One More View
•	Is that baptism symbolizes the _______________to an old way of life and the beginning of a new way of life. Maybe, this baptism by John was a symbolic means of showing that the OT Law and John’s Ministry were passing off the scene while Jesus’ ministry was beginning with a new life of its own.
2. The Results of the Baptism
•	Confusion often arises over a failure to make a difference between the purpose of Christ’s _______________and its results.  The purpose was to fulfill all righteousness; the results wre manifold.
One Result: Identification with Believing Remnant.
•	This was important. Those who followed the baptism of ________________were now ready to meet the Messiah.  The King, now because of His baptism, is bound up with His subjects.  
A Second Result: Authentication of John’s Message
•	John had been preaching the nearness of the Kingdom and Jesus’ baptism verified this concept of the eschatological kingdom.  Some may accuse John of having an erroneous concept of the__________________. If so, Jesus did too since he affirmed John’s concept by being baptized.
A Third Result: Revealing of Messiah to Israel
•	John makes this very clear while Matthew is _______________on it (John 1:29-34).
Fourth Result: Anointing of Jesus with the Holy Spirit
•	Acts 10:37-38. This was not the filling of Jesus by the Holy Spirit, but it was a divine mark of God’s appointment of Jesus for His _________________work.
3. The Divine Authentication of the King (3:16-17)
•	This is seen as the final result of Christ’s_________________.  To Matthew this event is extremely important.  It was the voice of the Father from heaven that affirmed the Messianic work in Jesus.  
“This is my beloved Son”
•	Seems to be a reference to Psalm 2:7 where the Messiah points to the affirmation of His Sonship by______________.  Psalm 2 goes on to describe how this Anointed One shall receive the nations in a most glorious way as His inheritance.  
“In whom I am well pleased”
•	Is a reference to Isaiah 42:1. Again the passage is Messianic, associating the judgment of the nations with the servant in whom Jehovah delights.  Here “the______________” is a Messianic title.
In Chapter Three
•	________________makes another significant contribution to his argument.  
Chapter One 
•	declared the glories of the Messiah’s person.
Chapter Two
•	Gives a preview of the reception which was to be given to the Messiah.
Chapter Three
•	Matthew presents the forerunner of the _______________as to his work of preparation for the coming Kingdom. The Messiah in being baptized is divinely authenticated as to His person.
Part Two: The Temptations of Jesus (4:1-11)
•	The genealogy and _______   ______________ show that the king is legally qualified to reign.  At the ___________Jesus received divine approval.  Now the King is proven as to His moral character (Matthew 4:1-11)
The Divine Character of the Temptation (4:1)
•	Since the ________________follow the baptism in all the synoptics, it can be inferred that they are linked together.  Mark joins them with “Immediately” and Luke uses “and” while Matthew uses his characteristic “then”.  In other words, Satan now tests the veracity of God’s declaration at the baptism of Jesus. The character of the Messiah must be blameless, and the Adversary now proves the character.
The Significance of the Temptation
•	Is pointed out well by the ______________text.  The phrase “was led up by the Spirit” (anechthe upo tou pneumatos) indicates divine providence.  It was not by reason of mere circumstances that Jesus was in the _______________and confronted by Satan.  The passive infinitive ‘to be tempted” indicates a divine purpose. “to test” means “to make proof of…to test, to try” to be genuine or authentic.
The First Attack (4:2-4): A Personal Attack
•	Jesus had fasted for ______________days and nights.  Moses and Elijah had both ______________for the same time period (Dt 9:9; 1 Kngs 19:8). The number 40 in the OT is often associated with sin (Gen  7:4, 12; Num 14:33; 32:13).  Jesus is thus associated with Moses and Elijah and the reader is prepared for the entrance of Satan.
4:3 “The Tempter”
•	Begins his ________________with a first class conditional clause, the condition of assumed reality---”If You are the Son of God”. If this temptation is to have its true force, it must be understood as being true: If You are, and You are…”  The devil knew this was true and neither Satan nor Jesus had any doubt about this after the voice from heaven.
The Test Was An Attempt
•	To make Jesus act independently of God the Father.  Christ has fasted and now hungers. The devil commands Him to turn stones to loaves, the basis of the imperative being the recognized _____________of Jesus.  Thus Satan urged Jesus to use His divine prerogative independently of God to satisfy His desire for food.
4:4
•	Jesus replies with a quote from Deut 8:3.  The first important word here is “____________” (mono). Man shall not live by bread only. Jesus is saying that man shall not live apart from the will of God; he is to walk in dependence upon God.  
A second Important Word “Man”
•	This allows Jesus to identify with mankind.  Tempted to act as God, He responds as the theanthropic person—both God and man. He answers as Messiah, Immanuel, and not as God only. Here Matthew shows that Jesus is qualified to be the _____________King.
Temptation 2: The National Temptation (4:5-7)
•	This one has national connotations. These are seen by the reference to Jerusalem and the temple (4:5).  Satan had real purpose for putting Jesus here.  According to ________________tradition, the coming of the Messiah to mark the deliverance of Israel would be indicated by His appearance on the roof of the temple. “Edersheim quoates a rabbi, “Our Rabbis give this tradition: In the hour when King Messiah cometh, He standeth upon the ___________of the Sanctuary.”
IF Jesus Jumped From The Temple
•	Then this would certainly identify Him as Israel’s Messiah.  The Jews anticipated the Messiah making a great show of himself. Thus, this temptation has national ramifications.  Jesus is to prove to Israel in a visible way that He is Messiah. The first ________________was a challenge to Jesus’ faith in God the Father. This temptation is made with regard to God’s faithfulness to His Son. Satan tempts Jesus to prove and display that faithfulness by hurling Himself off the point of the temple.
4:7
•	Jesus replies with a quote from Deut 6:16, introducing it with words “on the other____________”.  The Greek word (palin) has the sense  of “…on the other hand, not contradicting, but qualifying”.  Deut 6:16 is most fitting since the chapter is dealing with guarding against presumptuous acts whereby the faithfulness of God is tested
The word “tested” is
•	“ekpeirozo” and means “to prove or test thoroughly, to find by testing.”  Shepard says, “He declared by this reference to Israel at _________________that testing is not trusting” Once again Jesus takes His place as a man and responds as the Messiah. Matthew declares that Jesus is faithful Messiah morally qualified to __________the nation.
The Third Temptation: The Universal Temptation (4:8-9)
•	These relate to the _______________of the world. Satan displays the kingdoms in their glory to Christ.  He approaches Jesus this time as a man and not as God.  Jesus knows that with the declaration of Sonship comes the promise of universal dominion (Psalm 2), was tempted to obtain that power by worshipping His arch enemy.
4:10-11
•	Jesus answers as __________________and speaks with all authority of the Christ and orders Satan to depart.  Worship and service belong only to God and are not to be given to Satan.  With Satan’s departure angels come and begin to worship Christ. Jesus is morally qualified to reign as King on a universal scale.
It is Important to Note
•	That each of the temptations relate to Jesus’ Messiahship.  The first relates to Him as a________________, the second to the Jews as the ___________of David, and the third to the world as the Son of________________. This is exactly parallel with the superscription of the genealogy given in Matthew 1:1.  In conjunction with this it is interesting to note that Jesus always responded as the Messiah.  This shows not only His moral qualifications, but His ultimate defeat of Satan. See Rev 11:15.
One Further Observation:
•	These temptations prove that an__________________, literal kingdom is in view in Matthew. Jesus’ objection was Satan’s proposed method to ______________that kingdom. 
Peters, Theocratic Kingdom, 1:700, says:
•	“In the first temptation Jesus does not deny that He is hungry and able to make____________; in the second, He does not deny that He is the Son of God, and under special protection; and in the third, He does not deny the _______________or dominion which is to be given to Him, but only rejects the mode by which it is to be obtained. As observed, if such a Kingdom is not covenanted, predicted, and intended, the temptation would not have any force.” 

