Comparative Religions
Lecture 9
Polytheism
A world with more than one God.
Basic Beliefs of Polytheism
•	The belief that there are ______________ or more personal gods that distinct spheres of influence in the universe.  Unlike theism and deism, these gods are not viewed as beyond the space-time world. Rather, they are in the world. Unlike theism and deism, these gods are not creators of the universe, but are its shapers and transformers.  It may be compatible with ______________, which believes that an ultimate impersonal life force or mind pervades the entire universe. Hinduism has both pantheistic and polytheistic aspects.
•	There are many finite gods in the universe.
In a polytheistic world view, the many ______________ in the world are ______________. They have a new beginning. But they have no end. Each god may have acquired his divine station in life by obeying certain laws. Whatever the case, they are finite and they had a beginning. 
The gods also change
Unlike the God  of theism, who is never changing or having a need to change, The God of ______________ has ______________ need to ______________.  Some polytheists say that gods are always changing in a positive mode, that is they are always progressing towards greater perfection.  Others see the gods changing from good to more perfection or from good to evil.  The gods fight for control of one another and over humans. This creates disharmony in the universe.  The gods are also human like…compassionate at times and hard and self-centered at other times.
2. The universe is alive and active
•	The universe is generally understood to have the characteristics of ______________.  As living things change, so does the universe.  The world is multifaceted and has expanding organisms that contains opposites which often war with one another. Furthermore, the universe is eternal. Although the universe may not have existed in its present state, there never was a time that it did not exist.  It will never cease to exist. The universe was created ex materia by the gods or by itself. 
3. The gods influence world events.
•	The gods do exist in the universe and may be beyond human history. But they do not exist beyond time-space universe.  They are in the ______________ and ______________ in the world.  The gods exercise some influence over the orderliness of the universe. Their behavior influences the world process for better or worse. In addition, some gods have their own sphere of influence in the world.
4. Supernormal events occur.
•	Supernormal acts are possible. The gods appear to man in ______________, ______________ and even physically through his intuitions and ______________.  Or through visions or revelations (Mormonism & occult religions).  Whatever they do the gods have the power to interfere in, work through, and influence human history by divine intervention.  
5. Man is an immortal spirit in a mortal body.
•	Man is both a ______________ and an ______________being. They see the nonphysical or spiritual side of man to be more important.  The physical side is merely necessary vehicle for the progress of his spiritual side.  Man is a free being who has some control over his destiny. However, he must consider the desires of the gods, for he is not totally independent of them.  Although polytheists disagree on how much man must depend on the gods for his well being, they all agree that he is dependent upon them.
Man is an intelligent and religious
•	Being. He can and must rationalize about himself, the ______________, others around him, and the gods.  
6. Ethics are Generally relative and localized, not universal.
•	Many polytheists believe that moral values transcend specific ______________, ______________, and ______________.  Other polytheists disagree.  What is right for one in this place, may not be right for another in that place.  A consistent polytheist will accept local values and reject universal values because the gods would not necessarily agree.
7. Man is Destined for immortality.
•	Like the rest of man’s life, his destiny is intimately tied to the ______________ of the ______________.  How the gods perceive a person’s life to be will determine whether or not he is rewarded with an afterlife and, if so, what kind of experience he will have in that afterlife.  If the gods think it was a model life of obedience, things will go well in the afterlife, and may be exaluted to the status of godhood. If not, then, one’s afterlife will be spent in either everlasting or temporal punishment.
8. History is the working out of god’s activity.
•	Some see history as linear and working ______________ an end (Mormonism). Others see it as cyclical and ______________ from polytheism to monotheism and back to polytheism. Most polytheists see history as an unfolding of the will of the gods.
Contributions of Polytheism
•	Growing realism that man is not alone in this universe.
UFO’s and other items are reported by some.  
2. Man Needs to discover and get related to this deity.
•	The emphasis is that humans need to get tuned in to the gods and adjust their ______________ accordingly.
3. They posit an analogy between man and God.
•	If the divine created human beings, then it reasons that humans would in some way reflect something of the ______________ of the gods.  A cause cannot give away characteristics that it does not possess. It seems reasonable that there should be some analogy between the gods and man.
4. Recognize differing forces
•	 working among men, some in the man’s control and others ______________ of that control.
Criticism of Polytheism
•	The Origin of the god 
Is in question if he is made from same earth as we are. Whatever is made by something is ______________ on that ______________. How could a cookie claim to be more than the baker?  
2. What about the idea of one universe?
•	The thought today is that the universe is expanding equally in all directions. If this were true, then at one time the universe would have only been one little point from which it has been expanding. This single point would have been of infinite density.  However, this is impossible. Any object that was ______________ dense would if it contained any mass at all, would not be infinitely dense, but ______________ dense. A totally shrunken or contracted universe is really no universe at all.  
3. Something besides the universe
Existed ______________the universe did which created the ______________.  There is only two other views possible: either the universe came out of nothing and by nothing, or that the universe created itself out of nothing.  The cause of the universe is the cause of the gods.  They would be dependent on the things that created them and they would not be gods. 
4. At times too anthropormorphic.
•	They interprete what is not human with human terms or characteristics.  Their gods have too much ______________in them.  They appear more in man’s image than God’s image. This lends itself to a view that polytheism is a creation of ______________ or human invention or superstition. 

