Comparative Religions
Lecture 5
Pantheism: A World that Is God

Pantheism
•	______________ God as all in all.  God pervades all things, contains all things, subsumes all things, and is found within all things. Nothing exists apart from God and all things are in some way identified with God. 
In Short, Pantheism
•	Views the______________ as God and God as the world. More precisely, all is God and God is all. Nothing ______________ that is not God.
Pantheism’s History
•	Is long in both Western and Eastern ______________.  The Hindu sages and seers were the major proponents of this world view, until recently when courses in Eastern mysticism appeared on college campus’. It is commonplace to find books written or influenced by the pantheistic worldview.
Even Science Can Be Touched by Pantheism
•	Victor Ferkiss said: “Religion must be ______________ so as the sustain us during the impending global scarcity of resources. It can best do this, in the form of ecotheology, “an approach to religion that starts with the premise that the universe is God. According to this neopantheism, religion’s job is to prevent the environmental exploitation of the Universe.”
Some Modern Examples
•	Beatles George Harrison’s “My Sweet Lord” in which the background singers sang praises to Krishna.Shirley MacLaine and Tina Turner all are proponents of pantheism.  Movies like Star Wars support it too. In the Empire Strikes Back, Yoda says concerning the ______________, “Feel it you must. Feel the flow. Feel the force around you. Here…between you and me and that tree and that rock.” 
Types of Pantheism
•	There are many types of pantheism in the ______________.
•	Absolute Pantheism
Is represented by the thinking of the early Greek philosopher Parmenides, who lived in the 5th century BC.  This type of pantheism teaches that there is only one being in the world, ______________. All else that appears to exist does not actually exist.
2. Emanational Pantheism
Set forth by Plotinus in 3rd century AD, holds that everything ______________ from ______________, just as a flower unfolds from a seed.
3. Developmental Pantheism
Is reflected in the thinking of G. W. F. Hengel (1770-1831). He saw that the events of ______________ are viewed as the unfolding manifestations of Absolute Spirit.
4. Modal Pantheism
Is espoused by rationalists Benedict de Spinoza (1632-1677). He argued that there was only one absolute Substance in which all finite things are merely ______________ or ______________.
5. Multilevel Pantheism
Is found in some forms of Hinduism, especially as expressed in Radhakrishnan. This view holds that there are various levels or manifestations of God, the highest level manifesting God as the Absolute One and the lower levels successively manifesting ______________in ______________ multiplicity. 
6. Permeational Pantheism
Here the ______________ (Tao) pentetrates all things. This kind is found in Zen Buddhism and was popularized in the Star Wars films.
Their Commonality
Is that they all identify God and the world, in varying degrees. All pantheistic world ______________ believe that God and the real world are one, but they differ as to HOW God and the ______________ are to be identified. 
Basic Beliefs of Pantheism
Although there are differing views on these, we shall seek to ______________ to some degree their basic world views.
•	God is impersonal and one.
A basic belief in any ______________ system is that God is Reality or ultimately impersonal.  Personality, consciousness, intellect, and so forth are characteristics of lower-level manifestations of God, but they are not to be identified with God. The One is beyond these things. The One is really It, not He. 
2. The World Flows Out of God
•	Those pantheists who grant any kind of ______________ to the ______________ all agree that it was created ex Deo (out of God) and not ex nihilo (out of nothing), as theism maintains.  There is only one emanation or manifestation of It. Absolute pantheists hold that the universe is only an illusion.  For them creation is neither ex Deo or ex nihilo, creation does not really exist. Only God exists.
3. God is the World
•	In contrast to Theists, who view God as beyond the universe and separate from it, pantheists believe God and the universe are one. For the pantheist, ______________is ______________, and all is God. The theist grants some reality to the universe of multiplicity, while the pantheist does not. Those who deny the reality of the universe see no real relationship between God and the universe. But all pantheists agree that whatever reality exists, it is God.
4. Miracles are Impossible
•	Pantheism implies that ______________ are impossible. If all is God and God is all, nothing exists apart from God that could be interrupted or broken into, which is what the nature of a miracle requires. Furthermore, if, as pantheists agree, God is simple, (has no parts) and is all there is, then God could not perform miracles. A miracle implies that God is some sense outside the world into which he intervenes, but if God is identical to the world, then there can no intervention from the outside. The only sense in which God intervenes in a pantheistic world is by a regular penetration of it according to higher spiritual laws of karma.
5. Man needs to unite with God
•	Pantheists believe either man as a ______________ being is absolutely unreal (absolute pantheists) or they believe he is ______________ but far less real than God. Those who see that man is lesser than God teach a dualistic view of man, that is man has a soul and a body. The body holds man down and keeps him from uniting with God. Man must therefore learn to suppress his ego. The goal of pantheism or the end of man is to unite with God.
6. Ethics are not absolutes
•	Pantheists normally try tolive morally good lives and they encourage others to do so as well. Often in their writings they exhort others to be good, to use good judgment, be devoted to the truth, selflessly loving others, and so forth.  These usally apply to a lower level of spiritual attainment.  Once a person achieves union with God he has no further need for moral ______________. 
It is Often Taught
•	That utter unattachment to and utter unconcern for one’s actions and their results are often taught to be a necessary prerequisite to achieving oneness with God.  Since God is beyond ______________ and ______________, man must also transcend good and evil in order to reach God. Although morality is often stressed, at best it is to be only a temporary concern; at worst, there is no absolute basis for morality at all. Categories as good and evil do not really exist. All good and all evil is relative to the individual point of growth..but in the hightest sense there can be neither good nor evil. 
Ethical Conduct
•	Is a means to an ______________ and not an end in itself. It is used only to help one attain to a certain level of spiritual growth. Soon no action is either good or evil, for ultimate reality is neither good or evil. Man’s good is to become one with God. This is achieved when one overcomes his ignorance by realizing his godhood through union with God. This goal is sought through different techniques by different pantheists.
7. History is illusory and cyclical
•	They seldom talk about history except in modified forms of pantheism that have been influenced by western theism (Hegel). They are usually no concerned with history, for either history does not exist, or it is regarded as an aspect of the ______________ or appearances of illusion.  History has no ultimate goal or end. When history is granted any kind of reality, it is always considered to be cyclical. Like the wheel of samsara, history forever repeats itself; there are no unique or final events of history. There is no millennium, utopia or eschaton. 
Some Contributions of Pantheism
•	It attempts to explain all of reality, not just parts
If the world is really a ______________ and not just parts, the some worldview must seek to look at it as a whole. Pantheism does have a holistic view of things
2. Stresses God is in the world and related to it
•	They believe that God is not transcendent in any remote sense and removed from the ______________.  A God who will not or cannot relate to man will not receive worship from many, nor will many think he deserves worhship.
3. Only God is absolute and necessary
•	Anything and everything else must be less than ______________ and utterly ______________upon God. Unless God exists, nothing else could exist either. Pantheism is correct in its view that everything must relate to the ultimate.
4. Don’t ascribed limitations to God
•	With our limited ______________ about Him.  If God is unlimited and transcendent, then all limitations must be negated from terms that are applied to him, otherwise verbal idolatry results. The Infinite cannot be encompassed by finite conceptinos.
Problems of Pantheism
•	Revolves around its Absolute God and Man
The absolute pantheists must say that “I am God”. By his definition, God is the ______________ absolute. Man must go through a process of change called enlightenment before he reaches this awareness that he is God. Therefore, how can man be God when man changes but God does not?
2. If the World is illusory
•	This relates to their believe that what men perceive are allusions and not real—then how can anyone determine what is ______________ and what is ______________? “If when I was asleep I was dreaming I was a butterfly, how do I know when I awaken that I am not really a butterfly dreaming that I am a man?”
3. Fails to handle the problem of evil adequately
•	They pronounce ______________ as an illusion or less than real. If it is not real, then what is the origin of this illusion? Why has man experienced it so long? Why does it seem so real? Even the pantheist cannot really claim to escape from evil, suffering and eventually death. They jump away from a coming train just like the rest of us. 
4. Concept of God seems incoherent
•	If God is all and all is God, then evil is an illusion and there are no absolute rights and wrongs. There are four possibilities since ______________ is ______________; nothing can exist apart from it.
•	If God is all-good
Then ______________must exist apart from ______________. But this is impossible since God is all; nothing can exist apart from it.
2. If God is all-evil
Then ______________ must exist apart from God. This is no possible since God is all and all is God.
3. If God is both all-good and all-evil
But this is impossible for it is self-contradicting to affirm the same being is both all good and all evil at the same time. Futhermore, all pantheists agree that God is beyond ______________and ______________ God is neither good nor evil.
Good and Evil are illusions
And not real ______________. This is where most pantheists camp. Yet, it evil was only an illusion, then ultimately there would be no such thing as good and evil thoughts or actions. So, what difference would it make if we praised God or cursed God? What difference would it make if we murdered someone? 
5. The concept of God’s unknowability
•	This seems to be meaningless or self-defeating For if the claim iteself cannot be understood in an intellectual way, then it is a meaningless claim.  The pantheist expects us to know intellectually that God cannot be understood intellectually.  But how can he make a positive statement about God when only ______________ affirmations can be known about God? 

