Comparative Religions

Lecture 3:
The World View of Theism


Theism: A World Plus an Infinite God
•	Norman Geisler and William Watkins state:
•	“Theism holds that there is more than the world—there is also an ___________________God who created it. Furthermore, there is a radical distinction between creation and creator. Many great religions are theistic, for example, ___________________, Islam, and Christianity.

Classical Theism
•	Is represented by St. Augustine (d. 430), St. ___________________ (d. 1109) and St. Thomas Aquinas (d. 1274).  The modern world has Rene Descartes and the most recent popular theist is perhaps___________________.

Basic Beliefs of Theism
•	These remarks are ___________________generalizations about those who hold the theistic worldview. In essence they all hold to its essential ___________________which we shall try to highlight in this lecture.

___________________
•	Theism says that God exists beyond and in the world.  Theism holds to both the transcendence and the ___________________of God.  God exists beyond and independently of the world, yet He is present in all parts of the world as its ___________________cause.  The world was originated by God, and it is conserved in existence by Him.

God is ___________________
•	This means that He is beyond scope, beyond measure, as far as we are concerned.  No other being in the universe can ___________________Him in His nature.  He has no twin but is the be-all and end-all of existence.  He is the only ___________________-existing being (Ex 3:14). Deut 6:4 says “The Lord God is one LORD.” 

God is 
•	God is not a mere force or energy or existent substance.  God has personality. This means two basic things: 1) self-___________________ and 2) self___________________. In other words, God is personal in that He knows Himself to be (self-conscience) and He possesses the characteristics of self-determination (he thinks and acts).

God is ___________________
•	This means that He is beyond us and our world.  He is otherly. Look at av: God is not it; God is beyond it. Look at man: God is not he; God is beyond him. Yet God is not so far ___________________from us and our world. God is present around us. 




God is ___________________
•	He is all knowing. He is the alpha and the omega and knows the beginning and the end. (Rev 22:13). He is the ultimate ___________________of all true knowledge and all___________________.  He is He who knows. See Psalm 139.

God is ___________________
•	This is a further ramification of God’s infiniteness, but it expresses more fully his concern to___________________, to pay attention, as it were, to all actions of the universe. It expresses the fact that nothing is beyond God’s interest, control and___________________.

God is ___________________
•	This is the prime statement about God’s character. From it flow all others. To be good means to BE GOOD. God is goodness. That is, what He is is good. This is the essence of His nature. This is expressed in two ways: ___________________and___________________. Holiness expresses His righteousness which has no shadow of evil. He is separate from anything that smacks of evil. God’s love leads to self sacrifice and full extension of favor to his people.

God’s Goodness
•	Means first, that there is an absolute standard of ___________________and second, there is hope for humanity in that God will not abandon his___________________. These two ideas will be especially important as we look at other world views that reject the theistic worldview.

The World
•	Was created___________________.  The world is not eternal. It came into existence by God’s decree. Its existence is totally contingent upon and dependent upon God. The universe was not created from preexisting material___________________), as dualism or materialism claims. Nor was it made out of God’s essence (ex Deo), as pantheism claims.  It was brought into existence by God out of nothing that preexisted.

God created the cosmos
•	As a uniformity of cause and effect in an open system. This is useful for two concepts:
•	1) it signifies that the cosmos was not created to be___________________. Isa 45: 18-19.  The universe is orderly and does not present us with confusion but___________________. 

The System is Open
•	Is another important notion that means it is not programmed. God is ___________________involved in the unfolding pattern of the ongoing operation of the universe.  God reordered it after the fall of Adam and Eve, the Flood of___________________, and the life and death of Christ.  

___________________
•	Are possible and have occurred. Although God operates His universe in a regular and orderly way—what we call the laws of nature—he also transcends the universe.  There is a ___________________realm that can invade the natural realm.  The sovereign Creator cannot be locked outside of His creation. Although, God usually works in a regular, natural way, on occasion he works in a special, supernatural way. This occasional ___________________of the natural is called a miracle.

Most Theists Believe Miracles
•	Not only are possible, but point to some that they believe have happened. The Jewish theist talks about the___________________, the Islamic theist highlights God revelation to___________________, and the Christian theist claims the ___________________of Jesus as a miracle.

Man is Made in the Image of God
•	Theism believes in the creation of man in God’s likeness. This means that man has freedom and ___________________that ought to be treated with utmost respect.  Man is God’s representative on earth; therefore, his life is sacred. Man should be treated as an ends, not as a means; he should be loved as a___________________, not used as a thing.

This Image of God
•	Is important in a Christian worldview because it is noted that the term  occurs ___________________times in two verses (Gen 1:26-27). This means that men are personal and can know ourselves (self-conscience) and make decisions without coercion (self-determination). We have intelligence, ___________________, social capabilities, creativity, and a need for companionship. 

As a Created Being
•	Man is not sovereign over his life.  He does not have a right to take the life of another man.  Only God gives___________________, and only God has the right to take it.  Since man was created, he has a beginning in time. He is not eternal, even though he is immortal. There is not preexistence of the___________________, as is believed by polytheists and pantheists. Nor is there annihilation of the soul, as atheists believe.

There is Moral Law
•	The theistic God is a moral being and since man is created in God’s image, a moral ___________________of theism is that man’s duty is to obey God’s absolute moral law. This law is absolutely binding since it comes from God, and it is over and above any human laws.  It is not merely descriptive as the laws of nature are; it is___________________. 

Man is Immortal
•	Not in his essence, but because God will sustain him as His creature forever.  Man’s moral actions ultimately will be ___________________or punished.  He will not be ___________________or given a second chance at life.  Time is the testing ground for eternity. 

Man will Be Rewarded or Punished
•	Each individual life, like all of history, progresses toward an end or goal.  Each man will be rewarded or punished in the ___________________according to his works in this life.  Some modern theists have minimized or negated the punishment aspect of human destiny in the hope that all might be saved, but traditional ___________________see this as wishful thinking. All theists, acknowledge a day of reckoning that will bring about justice for all. 

History is ___________________
•	This gives history a meaningful sequence of events leading to the fulfillment of God’s purposes for humanity.  History is not___________________, cyclical, and not without meaning.  His has a beginning, a middle, and end. It is ___________________and therefore going somewhere, toward a directed toward a known end.  

Some Contributions of Theism
•	Some of the more appealing features to theism include:

1. An Exalted View of___________________.
•	Most theists have a view of God such that He is absolutely and ___________________perfect.  Many claim that a God who is not morally perfect is not worthy of worship.  The God of theism is the apex of moral perfectionism. He is also a ___________________God.  

2. An Absolute Basis for ___________________
•	This offers an ___________________for a life that is constantly changing.  Cultures and mores change, but theists hold to an unchanging God.  God offers an absolute value standard to ___________________all that men do.

3. The ___________________of Man
•	Most world views hold that mankind is to be treated with value and___________________. But theism claims that man is made in God’s image and likeness, and associates the value of men with that of God.  To show respect for man is to show respect for___________________. It helps to provide for human freedoms and individual rights.

4. Life has ___________________Meaning
•	This offers that our actions will count not only for time, but for all eternity. It explains where we came from, and why were are here. It shows where we are ___________________and many find this satisfying.  It may offer immortality and eternal___________________, many suffering men gain peace and comfort.

Some Criticism of Theism
•	Many nontheists see it as too good to be true. The real question is not how ___________________the world view is, but how ___________________is it? Some of the criticisms raised against theism include:
•	1. The Universe Does not Need a___________________:
Opponents to theism often ask the question: “Who made___________________?” If everything needs a cause, wouldn’t God need a cause?” In no, then neither does anything else.

2. There Could be an Infinite ___________________of Causes
If there is a first cause, then that cause would go back to other causes ad infinitum.  Infinite series are possible and as ___________________in number.

3. A ___________________Cause need not be Infinite
All that is necessary to explain a finite world is another finite cause. So at best, the theistic ___________________argument would only indicate a finite God, not confirm an infinite God.





4. The Universe Need Not be ___________________
A natural process such as evolution could be the explanation of the origin of the species.  Life does not have to be a happy accident. After all, one does not have to throw three dice 216 times to get 3 sixes. The right combination might come on the first toss. Therefore, one might account for apparent design by___________________, time, and natural law.

5. Theism is ___________________-worldly in outlook
Theism believes the world is temporal. The ___________________world is more important and more real. This leads, for the critic, to an other world view point. 

6. Theism Absolutizes ___________________
This world view has often created great abuse. All sorts of inhuman acts have been done in the name of God. The pretension of getting one’s ethic from an absolute God can be used to give divine sanction to subjective, human___________________. 
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