Comparative World Religions
Lecture 21

Chinese Religions:

Confucianism

What is Your Religion?
•	Chinese people might find this difficult to answer because their religion is a synthesis of separate elements:______________ religion, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Daoism (Taoism).  What they believe is drawn from various elements of these systems brought together in a more or less coherent system. (Corduan, 180).
Confucianism
•	If Chinese culture had to be associated with one name only, it would be with ______________—Kung Fu-tzu or Kung the Master. Chinese reverently speak of him as the First Teacher—because he stands first in rank. (Smith, 154).
Confucius the Man
•	He was born around 551 BC in the principality of Lu near what is now Shantung province.  Nothing is certain about his ancestors, but his early home life was modest. He ______________ died before he was three, leaving his upbringing to a loving, but impoverished mother. Financially he was forced to make his own way through menial tasks.  This hardship gave him a tie with the common people.
Confucius’ Boyhood
He was interested in ______________, ______________ and ______________.  This suggests that he was not a bookworm.
He was the youngest of 11 children, born about 550 BC
He says that at reaching the age of 15 he put his mind to his studies an did well with them.
By 20 he held several important government positions ( a collector of taxes), got married, had a son and daughter and was divorced. 
became a tutor. 

His Lifelong Goal
•	Was to be in public ______________. He confidence that he could reorder society if given a chance.  
•	He held minor posts until the age of 50.
•	He became a ______________ official in Lu.
•	He had a falling out with superiors and resigned his position. 
Confucius
•	Spent the next 13 years wandering from state to state, attempting to implement his political and social reforms. 
•	His last 5 years were devoted to writing and editing what was to become ______________classics.
•	He died in Chufon, Shantung, in 479 BC having established himself as the most important teacher in Chinese culture. His disciples referred to him as King Fu-tzu or Kung the Master, latinized into Confucius. 
China Before Confucius
•	The age in which Confucius lived and attempted to ______________ was one of social anarchy.
•	Huston Smith gives insight into the condition: p. 169 (marked by brackets).
•	Thus someone like Confucius needed to arise to provide answers for the problems so that the people could live together harmoniously.

Confucius’ convictions	
•	While he saw that most of the ______________ was ______________, he thought that there was hope for reform because most of the people in China had not become corrupt. 
•	He believed China could be saved if the people would seek for the good of others, a practice of their ancestors. His role was not  of messiah or savior, but as one who put the people in touch with ancestors. 
The Veneration of Confucius
More Deification of Confucius
Deification Cont’d
More Confucius
•	1096-1086 – Confucius raised to full status and rank of ______________.
•	1906 – December 31—An Imperial Rescript raised him to the rank of Co-assessor with the deities Heaven and Earth.
•	1914 – The worship of Confucius was continued by the first Present of the Republic of China, Yuah Ahi Kai.
The Life of Mencius
•	2nd in importance to Confucius is Meng-tzu. 
•	Was born in state of Ch’I in 371 BC, studied with a  disciple of Confucius’ grandson, Tzu-Ssu.
•	Spent most of his life traveling state to state to see who would follow Confucius’ teachings.
•	Fuedal order of China was worse the attempt of Mencius to reverse this trend were of no avail.
Mencius
•	Was rejected by the politicians of his day and turned to teaching and developing Confucian thought.
•	Among his accomplishments were a clarification of a question that a Confucius left ambiguous: the basic nature of man. Mencius taught that man is basically ______________. This is still a basic Confucian thought.
Mencius’ Classic Example
•	He campared the ______________ of man with the natural flow of ______________. Though it naturally flows downward, it can be made to flow upward or splashed above one’s head, but only as a result of external force. Likewise man’s nature is basically good, but can be forced into bad ways through external pressure. 
The Sources of Confucism: Five Classics
•	1. The Book of Changes (I Chang) is a collection of ______________ triagrams and ______________ hexagrams which consist solely of broken and unbroken lines. These lines were supposed to have great meaning if they key were discovered.
2. The Book of Annals (Shu King)
•	This is the work of history of the five preceding dynatisties. The example of the ancients was crucial to Confucius’ understanding of how the superior ______________should behave.
3. The Book of Poetry (Shih Ching)
•	The book of ancient ______________ was assembled by Confucius because he believed that reading of poetry would aid in making a man virtuous.
4. The Book of Ceremonies (Li Chi)
•	This work taught the superior man to act in the right or ______________ way. Again Confucius stressed doing things in the same way as the ancients.
5. The Annals of Spring and Autumn (Ch’un Ch’iu)
•	This book, supposedly written by Confucius, gave a commentary on the events of the state of Lu at Confucius’ time.
The Teachings of Confucius 
•	None of the above works contain the unique teaching of Confucius but are rather an anthology of works he collected and form which he taught.
•	Confucius’ own teachings have come down to us from ______________books written by his disciples. They include:
The Analects
•	This is the most important source we have on Confucius. The Analects are sayings of both Confucius and his disciples.
The Great Learning
•	This work which deals with the ______________and ______________ of a gentleman comes not from the hand of Confucius but rather from a later period (about 250 BC).
The Doctrine of the Mean
•	This work deals with the relationship of ______________ nature to the order of the ______________. Authorship is uncertain (part is attributed to Confucius’ grandson Tzu-Ssu), but it does not come from Confucius.
The Book of Mencius
•	Mencius wrote the first exposition of Confucian thought about ______________ BC by collecting earlier teachings and attempting to put them down systematically.
•	This work, which has had a great influence and gives an idealistic view of life, stresses the goodness of human nature.
The Doctrines of Confucianism


1. Ancestor Worship
•	It was common during the time of Confucius. It is the veneration of the ______________of the ______________ by their ______________ relatives.
•	Supposedly the continued existence of the ancestors in spirit is dependent upon the attention given them by their living relatives. It is also believed the dead control the fortunes of their families.
Ancestor Worship (Cont’d)
•	If the family provides for the ancestor’s needs, then the ancestors will in turn cause good things to happen to their relatives.
•	If, they are ______________, it is believed the all sorts of______________can fall upon the ______________.  
•	So, often the living live in fear of the dead.
2. Filial Piety
•	This is a concept that was entrenched in China long before Confucius was that of filial piety which is described as devotion and obedience by the younger members of the family to the elders. 
•	This is especially the case with the ______________ and ______________.
•	This loyalty and devotion was the top priority in Chinese families.
The Classic of Filial Piety
•	Expresses it as, “The services of ______________ and reverence to parents when alive, and those of grief and sorrow to them when dead—these completely discharge the fundamental duty of living men.”
In the Analects, Confucius
•	Said:
•	“The master said, “A young man should be a good ______________ at home and an obedient______________ man abroad, sparing of speech but trustworthy in what he says, and should love the multitude at large but cultivate the friendship of his fellow men.”
Meng Wu Po asked
•	About being filial. The master said, “Give your ______________ and ______________ no other cause for anxiety than illness. (II:6).
•	Tzy-yu asked about being filial. The master said, “Nowadays for a man to be filial means no more than he is to provide his parents with food. Even hounds and horses are in some way provided with food. If a man shows no reverence, where is the difference?” (II:2)
3. Doctrinal Principles
•	Confucius’ doctrines can be summarized by six key terms or ways:
•	Jen
Is the golden rule.  Jen has the idea of humaneness, goodness, benevolence or man-to-manness. Jen is the rule of reciprocity; that is to say, do not do anything to others that you would not want have them do to you.
This is the highest virtue according to Confucianism; if this principle were put into practice, mankind would achieve______________ and ______________.
B. Chun-tzu
Can be translated variously as the gentleman, true manhood, the superior man, and man-at-his-best. The teachings of Confucius were aimed at the gentleman, the ______________ of ______________.
Confucius said this: “He who inthis world can practice 5 things may indeed be considered man-at-his-best. What are they?
The 5
Humility, magnanimity, sincerity, diligence, and graciousness. If you are ______________, you will not be laughed at. If you are ______________, you will attract many to your side. If you are ______________, people will trust you. If you are ______________, you will get along with your subordinates. 
C. Cheng-ming.
This concept was the rectification of names. For a society to be properly ordered, Confucius thought everyone must ______________ his proper ______________. Therefore a king should act the part of a king, a gentleman the part of a gentleman etc. 
D. Te
The word literally means “______________”, but the concept has a far wider meaning. The power needed to rule, according to Confucius, consists of more than mere physical might. It is necessary that the leaders be men of virtue who can inspire their subjects to obedience through example. 
E. Li
One of the key words of Confucius. The term has a varieity of meanings, depending on the context. It can mean propriety, reverence, courtesy, ritual or the ideal ______________ of ______________. 
In the Book of Ceremonies
Duke Ai asked Confucius about Li. “Why do you talk about it as it is so important?”
Confucius replied “Your humble servant is really not worthy to understand li.”
“But you constantly speak about it” Duke Ai said.
“Confucius: 
“What I have learned is this, that of all the things that people live by, li is the greatest.  Without li, we do not know how to conduct the proper status of the king and  ministers, the rule and the ruled, and the elders and the juniors; or how to establish the moral relationships between the sexes; between parents and children, and between brothers, or how to distinguish between the different degrees of relationships in the family. 
F. Wen
The concept of wen refers to the arts of ______________, which Confucius held in high esteem. These include music, poetry and art. He felt that whoever rejected the arts of peace was rejecting the virtuous ways of man and heaven.
4. Ethical Doctrines
•	The Book of Analects (Lun Yu) contains the sayings of Confucius which present his ______________ principles. 
Examples:
•	If we may learn what is right in the morning, we should be content to die in the evening.
•	The superior man seeks what is ______________, the inferior man what is ______________.
•	Those who are willing to forget old grievances will gradually do away with resentment. 
5. The Supernatural
•	Confucianism is not a religion in the sense of man relating to the Almighty but is rather an ethical system teaching man how to ______________ along with his ______________ ______________.  However, Confucius did make some comments on the supernatural which give insight into how he viewed life, death, heaven etc.
He once said,
•	“Absorption in the study of the ______________ is most harmful.” 
Asked about death:
•	“Chi-lu asked how the spirits of the ______________ and the gods should be served. The master said, “You are not able to serve man. How can you serve the spirits?” “May I ask about death?” “You do not understand life, How can you understand death?”

