Comparative Religions	
Lecture 20

Baha’I

The Origin of Baha’I
•	This is the youngest of the world religions…originated in the ______________ century as an offshoot of Islam.
Pre-cursor: Babi Relgion
•	Each of the various forms of Shi’a had a succession of imams that ended with the last one of the line going into concealment. The imams were though to have the same ______________ standing that Muhammad had. They were not only political leaders, like the caliphs in the Sunni Islam, but also were endowed with the spiritual knowledge, the nass, that Muhammad had. 
Some Shi’ite Muslims
•	Believed that the last imam, while in concealment, would communicate to each generation through a special person acting as his mouthpiece.  This would be his ______________, the Bab, for that particular generation until the imam would return as the Mahdi. 
In 1844
•	A young Persian (modern Iran) named Ali Muhammad declared himself to be the next Bab. He journeyed to Mecca and made the declaration in the Grand Mosque. Upon returning to Persia, he attracted followers and it was clear that he was in fact the Mahdi himself and thurst his movement became known as the Babis.
The Babis Movement
•	Was treated with hostility from the beginning. It was opposed by the established Islamic faith because it violated the belief that Muhammad was supreme. The local govenerment of the Shah was also fearful of losing his position because the Mahdi would be a political leader as well as religious one. 
In 1848, the Bab was Arrested
•	And ______________ broke out between the Babis and the ______________. Both sides forced the issue and added pressures of force. The government won out. Many Babis, including the Bab himself, were executed. In 1850 it looked as though the movement would end as quick as it began.
The Struggle for Succession
•	Before the Bab died he predicted that he would be followed by another prophet. He clearly put this in writing and said that this follower would be Mirza Yahya, a young man of a noble family. He was especially devoted to the Bab.  Yahya took on the name, Subh-I-Azai, which means “the ______________ of ______________”. In the conflicts that ensued, his followers became known as Azalis.
A Family Conflict
Yahya’s half brother felt he had been passed over for the position and may have been the more qualified of the two. He yielded for awhile, then grew restless with the lower position.
In 1863 Hosayn Ali
Declared publically he was to be the appointed Bab and took on the name Baha’ullah-”the______________ of the ______________.” His followers became known as the Bahai’s. From this point on many Babis recognized Husayn Ali’s leadership over Yahya’s. The subsequent violence included the Azali’s fighting the Bahai. The Turkish government sent the two leaders into exile, Yahya was sent to Cyprus and Husayn Ali to Acre.
Development & Succession
Baha’ullah began to preach a ______________ for the ______________. He wrote letters to some of the crowned heads of Europe. He exhorted them to work for peace in a united world. He was able to influence much by his writings.
His Writings
The Most Holy Books (Kitab-I-Aqdas), the Book of Certitudes and the The ______________ Words. 
He died in 1892
He was recognzied by his followers as the Great Manifestation, namely, the the ultimate prophet. The old Bahai ______________ had been left behind as a separate precursor religion.
After Baha’ullah’s death
A new rivalry broke out between his ______________Abbas Effendie (the appointed successor). He took the title, “Abdul Baha (servant of the glory) and proclaimed himself as the sole authorized interpreter of Baha’ullah’s writings. This made him on par with the Great Manifestation himself. 
His brother, Muhammad Ali,
Was supposed to share power with Abdul Baha who was to succeed his brother. He refused to share with his brother and ______________ broke out again.
Abdul Baha
Persevered and carried the Baha’I movement forward.  In ______________ he personally laid the Baha’I cornerstone in Wilmette, Illinois. When Abdul Baha died in ______________,his grandson, Shoghi Effendi assumed leadersthip until ______________. Shoghi translated most of Baha’ullah’s writings into English.
Since then
The leadership of the Baha’I is determined by representative basis. Local groups ______________ to national ______________, who in turn, represent these groups in a international  governing body.  
The Central Shrine
Is known as the Universal House of Justice and located in Haifa, Israel.  Other temples are found around the world. Although Bahai is a relatively small group in number, it is ______________ only to ______________, in its distribution around the world. 
Bahai Teachings
It is monotheistic. Baha’ullah taught that there is one God, the eternal ______________, who is essentially unknowable. 
However God has revealed himself from time to time through prohets who are also babs. These are direct manifestations of God, not just spokesman for God.  Thus the babs are divine in their persons as well as in their messages.
Baha’ullah recognized 9 Babs
All of whom were valid manifestations of god, including Abraham, Krishna, Moses, Zoaster, Buddha, Jesus, Mahummad, the Bab and Baha’ullah.
Each provided for his ______________ and ______________, but the bab’s messages superceded each other. Thus, Baha’ullah’s was superior to all others. The cycle has ended and the Eternal Truth is now come.
A Paradox
Is that the Baha’ religion reckons that there is a theoretical possibility that in a later age, a new manifestation may come to maintain the true teaching of ______________ for that generation.
Bahai Emphasizes
Personal ______________ and social action, but ______________ action has received far more attention. 
The followers are to pray daily and observe special days.
There is no clergy and virtually no ritual. The overwhelming thrust of the teachings goes toward social and political reform.
The Principles of Bahai
Stem from the writings of Baha’ullah and their interpretation by Abdul Baha.  One Bahai publication arranges them in a collection for ______________, though other numerical arrangements are possible. 
The First Principle
Is the oneness of ______________. 
The essential unity of humanity lies as the very core of Bahai belief. In a sense all other beliefs flow from this premise.
The Second Principle
Is the independent investigation of ______________.
Bahai teaches that all human beings should have equal access to truth. No one should be compelled by some authority to accept a particular viewpoint.
The Third Principle
Is the common foundation of all ______________.
According to Baha’ullah, all genuine religions have their basis in a manifestation of God that is similar to his own identity.  The great prophets listed in figure ______________ tuaght their perspectives on the same divine reality. Unfortunately, their pure truth became clouded by ritual and superstition.
 Baha’ullah urged 
the member’s of the ______________ religions to leave their inessential differences behind and to unite on the basis of their essential unity—which, of course, looks like Baha’ullah’s teachings.
The Fourth Princple
Is the essential harmony of ______________ and ______________. Bahai is committed to the idea that science and religion are not adversaries. Science, when based on proper reason, supports the truth of religion. 
The Fifth Principle
Is the equality of ______________ and ______________. The goes back to the teachings of the Bab himself. It is one of several doctrines that got him in trouble with the prevailing Islamic establishment. Bahai holds that equality between the sexes is an essential requirement before the wider world progress.
The Sixth Principle
Is the elimination of prejudice of all kinds. Given the unity of the human race and the equality of all people, Bahai contends that there is no room for any ______________—______________, ______________ or ______________.
The Seventh Principle
Is universal compulsory education. Baha’ullah believed that ______________ is the greatest threat to a unified, peaceful world.  Consequently he argued for compulsory education of all children. Fathers are primarily responsible for children’s education. 
The Eight Principle
Is a spiritual solution to the economic problem.  The problem referred to is the apparent disparity between ______________ and ______________ of the world. As people move up the spiritual ladder, they should abolish the extremes of wealth and poverty. The poor benefit materially and the rich benefit spiritually. 
The Ninth Principle
Is universal auxiliary language. Baha’ullah believed that in order for the unity of the human race to become functional, people must communicate through a shared ______________. He taught that the world should agree on one universal language. All people should learn their native tongue and the universal langauge.
The Tenth Principle
Is universal ______________ upheld by a world ______________.
Much of Bahai’s world appeal is attribuated to its commitment to world peace. It is pacifictic, considering all armed conflict to be counterproductive. 
 Baha’ullah 
called for a world tribunal to adjudicate conflicts between nations and a central authority to oversee the implementation of justice around the world. True peace, permenance and universal, will emerge as ______________ and ______________ put aside their differences.
A Note
They did not promote a secular world conderation. They knew that man’s problems were ______________ and could be solved only on a spiritual basis. These ten principles represent a blueprint for a theocracy administered under the guardianship of Bahai. 
Bahai Practice
Does not emphasize ______________ and ______________practice, although they are not absent. The followers are encouraged to ______________(1, 3 or 5 times per day).
The Number 9
Is important. It represents the ______________, ______________, and ______________ representative bodies each have 9 members. Each temple (only 8 as to the writing of the text) has 9 entrances.  
The Number 19
Takes on great significance in terms of the calendar. The Bahai calendar has ______________ months of ______________ days (plus the days needed to make 365), beginning on March 21. The last month has ______________ days, is set aside for fasting, like the Ramadan of Islam. They are asked to refrain from food and drink during day light hours through this month.
Another Important Feast
Is the feast of Ridvan.  This is a ______________ day commemoration of Baha’ullah’s declaration as manifestation, observed toward the end of April. 
November 12 is set aside to celebrate Baha’ullah’s ______________.
The Normal Place of Worship
Is not one of the large temples around the world. Usually the congregational meetings take place in a member’s ______________. There is no ______________. Believers are elected to leadership, which is exercised in keeping with basic democratic principles.
Major Houses of Worship
Are found in Frankfurt, West Germany, Kampala, Uganda; Sydney, Australia, Panama City, Panama. The only architectural requirement is that all temples be ______________ and ______________ by a ______________. 
On Mount Carmel in Israel
Is the Universal House of Justice, the ______________ dome Shrine of the Bab, the ______________ of Bab, and the burial place of Abdul Baha. Baha’ullah is buried nearby in Haifa at  Bahji, where there is a ______________ surrounded by beautiful gardens.  
Monthly Meetings
Last about two hours. The ______________ hour is given to ______________, consisting mostly of hymn singing. During the ______________ hour concrete ______________ for ______________ as well as administrative details are taken care of.
Real Impact on Modern Society
Is seen in the area of ______________ ______________. In the USA, the Bahai is seen serving in groups promoting civil rights, economic opportunities for poor, plans for world peace and various organizations.  
Bahai takes a leading role in variuos ______________ programs, such as local interfaith councils and the centennial world parliament or religions.
Estimates:
Worldwide membership: over ______________ million
USA: 100,000
Membership
Is open to all who accept the tenets of Bahai faith, recognize its prophets and leaders, and accept the writings and administrative orders. Volunteers may take up residence in areas where there are no Bahai’s and assume ______________ and spread their ______________.


