Comparative Religions
Lecture 18A
Jainism

Introduction
•	Hinduism gave birth to three religious sects: Jainism, Buddhism, and Sikhism.
•	The first was Jainism and is much like its ______________ in many ways.  It eventually established itself as a new religion.
 Within Hinduism, 
•	Jainism began as a ______________ movement.  It soon found itself an independent religion based on the teachings of its founder, Mahavira.  
Its followers
•	 are relatively small in number (______________ million Indian followers) compared to other religions, Jainism has had an influence disproportionate to its size.
The Founder of Jainism
•	Is Mahavira, In contrast to Hinduism which has no ______________ founder.  This name actually is an honorific title signifying “______________”.  
Tradition places the birth
•	Of Mahavira at ______________ BC in northeastern India, which would make him a contemporary of Buddha.  Tradition also says that he was the second son of a Rajah or ruler living in luxurious surroundings. He married had one daughter.
When Mahavira’s parents died
He decided to live a life of self-denial at the age of ______________.  He pledged to deny himself the care of his body and not to speak for 12 years.  After a short time, Mahavira put off the robe he wore and wonderer naked through India receiving injuries both from men and beast.  He wandered for 12 years until he reached enlightenment at the age of ______________The Sacred Books of the East
•	Record “During the ______________ year, in a squatting position…exposing himself to the heat of the sun…with knees high and the head low, in deep meditation, in the midst of abstract meditation he reached nirvana, the complete and full, the unobstructed, infinite absolute.
After Reaching Nirvana
•	Mahavira stopped living by himself and took on disciples, preaching his new found belief. So he continued to live until the end of his life, at which time he was said to have over ______________ monks in his household.
  Jainism’s Debt to Hinduism
•	It must be stressed that Jainism did not appear in a religious vacuum. It began as a heretical movement within  Hinduism, but now can only be viewed as a distant religion with reference to Hinduism.  Mahavira held firmly to Hindu beliefs as the law of moral retribution or karma and the transmigration of souls after death.  
Some Differences Between Hindusim and Jainism
•	We will look at 6 essential ______________The Doctrine of Karma
The law of ______________ as applied to the moral sphere, seemed to him to rigid and restrictive, for within Hinuism its rule is absolute. He sought to lessen this rigidity and to find a practical measure of release from it.
2. The Hindu Concept of Rebirth
•	Came to mean, especially in the Upanishadic period, that individual ______________do not possess real individuality. According to Hindu doctrine souls do not remain individualized in eternity; but become absorbed in Brahma. Mahavira strongly asserted the independence or autonomy of the individual soul.
3. Hinduism taught Caste
•	In Mahavira’s time these lines of ______________organization were still in the making, and he benefited to a considerable extent personally from the system. But he was strongly democratic, believing in the worth of all individuals. He taught the importance of a casteless society. 
4. The Priestly Caste
•	As a result of the sodifying caste system, was clearly becoming of the most influential group in Indian life. Mahavira was a member of the second or ______________  This had much to lose as the priesthood became dominant in the society, and a good deal of the impact of early Jainism was in opposition to the prominence of the priestly caste.
5. Vedic and Brahmanic Periods
•	Hinduism was polytheistic. One hymn of the Vedic literature suggests that the gods may number as many as 3,333. Mahavira, in the simplicity of his character, was repelled by the extremes of the Vedic polytheism. In fact, he did not teach the existence of a ______________ at all.
6. Hinduism in the Vedic and Brahmanic Period
•	Also taught the importance of animal ______________.  These ceremonial occasions became complex affairs with large numbers of animals slaughtered. Mahavira may well have developed his emphasis upon harmlessness (ahimsa) to all living things in response to the excesses of animal sacrifice in his time.
Janism and the Belief in God
•	Mahavira was opposed to the idea of acknowledging or worshipping a supreme being. He once said: A ______________ or a______________ should not say, “The god of the sky!” “The god of the thunderstorm.”…
Deification of Mahavira
•	Although Mahavira denied that any God or gods existed to be worshipped, he, like other religious leaders, was deified by his later disciples.  He was given the title of the ______________Tirthankara, the last and greatest of the savior beings. Mahavira was regarded as having descended from heaven without sin and with all knowledge.
Self-Denial
•	Jainism is a religion of asceticism involving rigid self-denial. Salvation or liberation could be achieved only by ascetic practices. These practices for the monks are listed in the “Five Great Vows” and include the renunciation of:
•	1) ______________, 2) ______________, 3) ______________, 4) sexual pleasure, 5) worldly attachments.
The Monks according to Mahavira
•	Were to avoid ______________ entirely because he believed they were the cause of all kinds of______________.  
•	“Women are the greatest temptation in the world.  This has been declared by the sage. He should not speak of women, nor look at them, nor converse with them, nor claim them as his own, nor do their work.” (R. M. Mueller, ed., ______________, vol. 22, Oxford: Krishna Press, 1879-1910) sited in Josh McDowell & Don Stewart, ______________ p.298.
These 5 Vows
•	Were to be could be fulfilled completely only by those Jains who were fully committed to the monastic way of life. Consequently, the laymen who practiced ______________ were given a more modified code to follow.
Non-Violence
•	Central to Jainism is the practice of non-violence or ahimsa.  The dedicated Jain is constrained to reverence life and is forbidden to take life even at the lowest level.  The obvious consequence of this belief is strict vegetarianism. ______________ is frowned upon since the process would inevitably involve killing lower levels of life. Ahimas has been summed up in the following statement.
The Saying:
•	This is the quintessence of wisdom: not to ______________ anything.
Principles of Jainism
•	Among the sacred books of Jainism, the ______________ Angas hold the foremost position.  In the second anga, called sutra-anga, the following sayings are contained which give insight into the nature of Jainism.
 The sayings
•	All things are eternal by their very nature.
•	There are three ways of committing sins: by ______________, by ______________ others, and by ______________All living beings hate pain; there fore do not injure them or kill them.  This is the essence of wisdom, not to kill anything.
•	Leave off pride, anger, deceit, and greed.
•	A man should treat all creatures in the world as he himself would like to be treated
Jainism Split
•	Over the issue of nudity in the first century AD.  The Sky-Clad Jains saw nudity as a symbol of the complete renunciation of the world. The White-clad also believed in the renunciation but wore white______________.
Jainism 
•	Has remained a relatively small religion in ______________. It is not missionary and its pessimistic attitude has not appealed to many people outside of Indai.  

