The Three Branches of Judaism
Lecture 12

History of the 3 Branches

Other Terms for the 3 Branches

View of Scripture

View of God

View of Humankind

View of the Tradition of the Law

View of Sin

View of Messiah

View of Life after Death

Distinctives in Synagogue Worship
Judaism
•	Does not revolve around a set of doctrines or a plan of ______________.  Instead, ______________ is a plan or prescription for living life.  The crucial question in Judaism is “What do you practice? Or What are you doing with your life?”  
First Jewish Commonwealth
•	Begins with creation or the early period, the patriarchs, the Exodus, conquest and judges. It includes the ______________ kingdom and ______________ kingdom. 
Second Commonwealth
•	The return from exile from ______________ who conquered Babylon.  Greeks occupy the land under Alexander the Great and the Roman occupation.  The time of Jesus, Herod, and the Herodians.  The end of Jerusalem in AD 70 puts it to an end.
Rise of Rabbinic Judaism
•	Jerusalem was destroyed in AD 70 and ______________ in AD 73 when 956 Jews killed themselves.  Pharisees continued to exist.  Pharasaic Judaism became mainline Judaism.  This new group emphasized obedience to the Law. 
Fundamental Writings
•	The group decided what made up accepted scriptures.  This was done by Rabbi Ben Zakkai in Yavneh or Jamnia following AD 90.  The ______________ gave permission for this.  The 39 books of the OT made this list. None of the Apocryphra made this list.
Mishnah
•	Once the canon was agreed upon, the time came to collect in writing the many interpretations of the law that had accrued over the centuries. Several decades the Rabbis met in Tiberias near Sea of Galilee and compiled these interpretatons before they were lost or forgotten.  The two leading rabbis were Rabbi Akiba and Rabbi Meier. 
Mishnah
•	Has 6 divisions:
•	1) ______________ (agricultural laws)
•	2)______________ (holy days and writing of scrolls)
•	3) ______________(marriage & vows)
•	4) ______________ (civil and criminal as well as prohibitions against idolatry)
•	5) ______________ (sacrifices and laws for the temple)
•	6) Purities (ritual cleanness and purification)
Halakah
•	Is the part of the Mishnah and rabbinic law that deals with the application of the Jewish laws. Mishnah is not a book of complete unity, but at times has opposing positions within it. The Mishnah project ended for awhile when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem a 2nd time in ______________ AD
The Land
•	Was occupied by the Romans, the Byzantines, the Persians, the Arabs, the European Crusaders, the Turks, and the British before the nation returned in ______________. 
The Talmud
•	When the Romans destroyed Jerusalem again in AD ______________the Jews were dispersed across Europe and into Africa etc.  The group took their Jerusalem Talmud with them to Babylon where the Jews lived in relative peace with the few exceptions of persecution.  A less formal tradition arose around the scriptures which was called Haggadah. These included stories illustrating the application of the law.  It is called the Gamarah. 
Eventually
•	The halakah (Mishnah) and the Haggadah (Gamara) were put together and formed the Talmud.  There are two versions of this: the Jerusalem and the Babylonian. The Jerusalem is shorter because it was finished in the ______________ century and the Babylonian was finished in the ______________century.
The Talmud
•	Has ______________tractates or divisions.  The torah is given space, then the Mishnah and then the Gamara which is the largest literary work in the book.  
In Hebrew the 
•	Pages are arranged concentrically…the Torah is in the middle, the Mishnah is around it and the Gamara is around even that. The most conservative groups put the Talmud equal to the Torah.  
The Move to Spain and Middle Ages
•	When Shi[ite Islam came to Persia in the 7th century AD, Judaism ceased flourishing. Judaism took root on the Iberian Peninsula. The Umayad Muslim leaders of Spain focused their attention on fighting the Christian armies of Europe instead of suppressing a harmless Jewish minority at home. 
In Middle Ages
•	Judaism experienced cycles of tolerance and persecution. For example, Christians on their way to the Crusades in the Holy Land would practice their military skills on Jews at home. The First Crusade (______________) began with the murder of 50,000 Jews in the Rhineland.
Kabala
•	Or Jewish mysticism arose. It means “______________”.  In Judaism this relates to one who has a direct vision of God.  This has had a many facted history. One of the many areas that has fascinated Jews and Gentiles is what is called gematria which is numerological mysticism. 
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