Comparative Religions

Judaism 

Lecture 11

A Distinction
•	Needs to be made between the Jewish ______________ and the Jewish ______________.   Not all Jewish people consider themselves religious. Many profess to be atheists, agnostics or secular.  While not all are religious, when Jews decide to be religious, they generally decide on one form of Judaism over another religion. 
There are    Jews
•	In the world today. In a 1990 US census of American Jews, ______________ claimed to adhere to some form of Jewish religious affiliation, while ______________ were secular.
Introducing Judaism
•	The term “Judaism” is sometimes used loosely to include not only the faith of modern Jews but also that of the OT. Sometimes it is used to include the entire Jewish way of life.  It is best to use the term “Judaism” to refer to the religion of the rabbis developed from around ______________ BC onward and crystallized following the destruction of the Temple in AD ______________.
Who is a Jew?
•	In the USA a Jew is usually thought of in one of three ways:
•	Part of a Nation:
This is true to a degree.  However ______________ do not occupy one spot in geography but are spread over the world. Chinese Jews currently live in Rio de Jainero, Brazil.  There are more Jews in Miami, Fla than in Jerusalem.
2. Part of a Race
Do you know that Sammy Davis, Jr practiced Reform Judaism since ______________.  There is a large colony of black Jews in Israel from the south side of Chicago.  
3. Part of a Religion
This is not a good definition either. There may be as many non-practicing Jews as there are practicing.  Most of these identify with the ______________, not the ______________.
Possibly the Best Definition
Is that the Jews are part of a people. Anthropologists use this term to denote a special grouping with loosely defined rules of membership.  The “______________” may be said to be part of a people because they share a common heritage of struggle and leadership by God and they believe their future will be determined together as a group.
They share
•	A common ______________Common ______________ and
Common ______________The Development of Judaism
•	From 200 BC onward, new institutions and ways of life began to be developed that made rabbinic Judaism different from the religion of the OT ______________. 
•	The Synagogue Arose
This is the house of worship and study of the Torah.
2. The Yeshivot
This is the religious academies for study and training of rabbis. 
3. The Rabbi
The office of the rabbi was developed. He is a leader holding religious authority.
One of the Greatest Catalyst
For the development of Judaism was the destruction of the Temple in AD ______________.  This resulted in the end of the sacrifices and the priesthood.  Rather than being led by priests, prophets and kings, the rabbis became authorities who established laws and practices that had normative authority.
Before the 18th Century
There was basically 1 kind of Judaism.  In contrast, today there are ______________ branches of Judaism. They are not equivalent to Christian denominations. These divisions are more voluntary associations, with cultural and doctrinal formulations.  It may be governed by personal preference, nearness of a given synagogue, or one’s agreement with the rabbi’s style and views.
Branch One: Orthodox Judaism
  There was only one kind of Judaism until the enlightment of the 18th century. Only later, to differentiate it from the other branches was this called “______________”. Today, Orthodox Judaism is characterized by an emphasis on tradition
Branch Two: Reformed Judaism
Began in Germany in the ______________century at the time of the Enlightenment or Kaskalah. It sought to modernize what were considered outmoded ways of thinking and doing and to thus prevent the increasing assimilation of German Jewry. Reform Judiasm emphasizes ethics and the precepts of the Propehts.
Conservative Judaism
This branch developed from19th century German roots as a ______________ branch.
Thinking About the 3 Branches
Orthodox Judaism may be compared to The RCC or Greek Orthodox Church with a heavy emphasis on tradition.
Reform Judaism may be compared to Unitarianism emphasizing humanism.
Conservative Judaism can be compared to modern liberal Protestantism, emphasizing form over doctrinal content.
Basic Thoughts About Judaism
In all of its branches, Judaism is a religion of ______________s, not creed. What one believes about sin, God, or the afterlife is not so important as living a proper life here and now. Doctrine is not taught in Judaism like in Christianity. One may adhere to a particular branch without adopting the doctrines of that branch.
Other Kinds of Judaism
These are not major branches, but should be known.
1. Reconstructionist – 
is an American offshoot of Conservative Judaism. It maintians that Judaism is a “______________ civilization” that must constantly adapt to contemporary life.”
 2. Hasidic – 
usually called “hasidim” is an ultra-orthodox movement characterized by strict observance of the Law of Moses, mystical teachings and is socially separatists.  Several different groups exist. Each is identified by the leader called the ______________ who is the dynastic head of the particular Hasidic group in which leadership is passed down
3. Zionist
Is listed here because it is sometimes mistaken as a form of Judaism. In reality it is a political movement dating from the late ______________century, concerned with the return of the Jews to the land of Israel.
Beliefs of Judaism
It should be remembered that Judaism is not so much a religion of creed or beliefs, but is more a religion of deed. If there is a religious principle that Judaism explicitly affirms and teaches, it is the “______________ of ______________”. Deut 6:4 called the Shema proclaims “Hear of Israel, the Lord our God is one.”
The Practices of Judaism
•	The annual holiday cycle
Regardless of the branch to which they belong, observe at least some of the Jewish holidays. Two notes on terminology: Jewish people normally speak of “______________” the holidays rather than “______________” them. And while it is common for Christians to speak of the “feasts of Israel”, they are spoken of by Jewish people as the “Jewish holidays”. 
Rosh Ha-Shannah
Is the Jewish New Year. It occurs around Sept or Oct. It has a joyful atmosphere. Many attend synagogue services. It marks the first part of a______________ day period known as the High Holy Days or less commonly, the Days of Awe.  They celebrate it by sending New Year greeting cards.
Yom Kippur
•	The Day of Atonement which is celebrated in September or October 10 days after Rosh Ha-Shanah.  IT is the most solemn day of the year in the Jewish calendar.  Even many less religious Jews attend synagogue and recite prayers asking God to forgive their sin. Many will also ______________ for 24 hours.
•	There should be no ______________ or ______________ sent during this period.
Sukkot
•	It also occurs in Sept or Oct and five days after Yom Kippur. It is a festive holiday that is observed by the building of temporary housing or booths constructed in backyards or in the back of the synagogue.  Customs include the ______________ of ______________ of various ______________ (lulav) and citron (ethrog).
Hannukkah
•	It is observed in the months of late November and early December.  It is a festive holiday the commemorated the ______________ of the______________ in 164 BC by the Macabees. It is characterized by the lighting of the menorah or lampstand with 8 candles. They may even spin a dreidel and eat potato cakes called latkes.
Purim
•	This is celebrated in Feb or March. It is considered a minor holiday, but it is popular. It has a party like atmosphere. Purim recounts the story of the book of ______________ which is read. Purim plays in which the entire story is enacted in comedic style are popular. 
Passover
•	Occurs in March or April. It lasts a week, but the ceremonial meal called the ______________ is held only on the last two nights. This is the most popular of all Jewish holidays. The family gathers and makes it something like our Thanksgiving. The events of the book of Exodus are recounted by reading the Haggadah which is done at the seder. Unleavened bread is eaten this whole week. 
Shavout
•	It is also called the ______________ of ______________. It occurs in May or June. It is not widely observed. When it is, it has themes associated with springtime and harvest. Traditionally this holiday was the day when the Law was given to Moses on Mt Sinai.
The Life Cycle
Besides the annual holidays, there are various distinctive lifestyle events that characterize the lives of most Jews. Some of them include the following:
•	The rite of Circumcision
On the ______________day the son is circumcised and the accompanying ceremony is called brit milah.
2. Bar Mitzvah (for boys) Bat Mitzvah (Girls)
The coming of age ceremony at the age of ______________. Generally consists of a synagogue service followed by an extended and elaborate reception with full meal.
3. Jewish Weddings
Typically characterized by the ceremony under a ______________ (chuppah) and the smashing of a glass wrapped in a cloth to symbolize the destruction of the Temple.
4. Jewish Mourning Practices
Following a funeral include the family sitting shiva, or mourning for ______________days (traditional) or fewer.
Daily Lifestyle
Other distinctive practices of Judaism include the following:
•	Observing the Sabbath
Traditional Jews will abstain from ______________, from ______________ and from ______________ a ______________ on the Sabbath.  Many who do not follow traditional observance will at least prepare a special family meal for the beginning of the Sabbath on Friday evening.
2. Wearing Tefillin (Phylacteries).
Small black boxes containing ______________ portions that must be wrapped around the arm and forehand according to a set time and pattern.  This is practiced today only by traditional Jews.
3. Placing a Mezuzah
On the ______________ of their ______________. This is a  rectangular box that has scriptures in it.  Jews have adopted it as a way of affirming their Jewishness, not necessarily related to any religious beliefs.
4. Keeping Dietary Laws
The most well known dietary law is the prohibition of mixing ______________ and ______________.  Many Jews keep kosher laws whether they are practicing religiously or not.  
 


