Comparative Religion

Lecture 1
Introduction to Other Worlds


The Question to Ponder
•	Someone has written, “What is it that everyone has, no one can live without, every important decision in life is made with, and yet most people do not even know they have?
•	Give up?
A ______________________
•	A world view is the framework through which you see and the basis on which you______________________.
•	A world view is all important and most people are not even aware they have one.  What is worse, is most people do not not even stop to think about one. 
•	You are different. You are going to do just that in this course!
Socrates Stated
•	“The ______________________life is not worth living.”
•	Another author added, “And the ______________________world view is not worth living by.” 

Answer This: What do you see?



What do You See?



What About This?



What is This?



Why Do People See the Same Thing Differently?

•	A world view is like a set of colored glasses that determines how one sees the world.
•	Red = ______________________world
•	Green = Green world
•	Yellow = ______________________world
•	One’s world view not only shows how one sees his/her world, but how one will live in that world.

Can one world view
•	Set of glasses be exchanged for another set of worldview glasses?
•	Yes!  This is called a ______________________shift or  “conversion”.  People may discard one set of green world views for a set of red world views. 
•	Yet, this is not a normal, daily event. Usually it is ______________________and rare.
A World View
•	Is the structure with which one molds the stuff of experience.  It is the mold into which the day clay of reality is cast.  A world view is like a ______________________that holds the play of life together. It is a pattern superimposed on the cloth of the world by which one knows where to cut the ______________________of experience. World views make a world of difference in how one views the world.

The Major World Views and their Differences
•	Historically there are ______________________major world views. Each is unique to itself.  No one can consistently believe in more than one at a time because they are opposed by the others.  This means logically that only one is true and the other ______________________must be false. 

World View One: ______________________
•	An infinite God is beyond and in the universe. This WV says that the physical universe is not all there is. An infinite, personal God beyond the universe created the universe. This God not only created, but sustains, and can act within it in a supernatural way. This is the traditional view of______________________, Christianity and______________________.

Theism Pictured





World View Two: ______________________
•	God does not exist beyond the universe or in it.  Atheism says the universe is all there is. No ______________________exists anywhere, either in the universe or beyond it. The universe or cosmos is all there is or ever will be. It is self-sustaining. Some more famous atheists are: Karl______________________, Friedrich Nietzsche, and Jean-Paul Satre.

Atheism Pictured






World View Three: ______________________
•	God is the______________________. For a pantheist there is no creator beyond the universe. Creator and creation are two different ways of viewing one reality.  God is the universe (or the All) and the universe is God. There is ultimately only one reality, not many different ones. Pantheism is represented by certain forms of Hinduism, Zen Buddhism, and the New Age Movement.

Pantheism Pictured








World View Four: ______________________
•	God is ______________________the universe. This view says God is IN the universe as a mind is in the body. The universe is God’s “body”.  But there is another “______________________” to God other than the physical universe.  This view is represented by Alfred North Whitehead, Charles Hartshorne, and Shubert M. Ogden.
Panentheism Pictured







World View Five: ______________________
•	God is beyond the universe but not in it.  Deism is like theism minus the______________________.  It says God is transcendent over the universe but not supernaturally active in the world. It holds a naturalistic view of the world while insisting that there must be a creator or originator of the universe. It is represented by Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine, and Martin Gardner.

Deism Pictured







World View Six: ______________________
•	A finite God is beyond and in the universe and active within it is not infinite but is ______________________in his nature and power.  William James, Peter A. Bertocci, and Harold Kushner are holders of this view.

Finite Godism Pictured







World View Seven: ______________________
•	There is more than one god in the universe. Two or more finite gods exist in the world and influence events in it. In contrast to theists, polytheists deny that an infinite God exists beyond the world. And unlike deists, they believe that the gods are active in the world. The chief representatives of polytheism are the ancient ______________________and the modern Mormons.

Polytheism Pictured





What Difference Does A World View Make?
•	How would the theist view ______________________in comparison to the atheist?
•	How would the theist view acts of kindness in comparison to the atheist?
•	How would the theist view ______________________in comparison to atheist?

Summary
•	In summary, reality, or all that exists, is either the universe only, God only, or the universe and God(s).
•	If the universe is all that exists, then ______________________is right.
•	If God is all that exists, then ______________________is correct.



If God and the universe exist,
•	 then there is either one God or many gods. If there are many gods, then ______________________is right.
•	If there is only one God then this God is either finite or infinite. If there is one finite God, then ____________________________________________ is correct.
•	If this finite God has two poles (one beyond the universe and one in the world), then panentheism is right.
If there is one Infinite God
•	Then either there is intervention by this God in the universe or there is not. If there is intervention, then ______________________is correct.
•	If there is no interference, then deism is true.
In short,
•	There are only seven basic mutually ______________________world views. Only ______________________can be true.
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