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The Form of the OT
How we Got the Bible
Lecture 5

A CAREFUL INVESTIGATION
•	The Old Testament or Covenant has _____________________________books
•	This Testament is marvelously arranged for easy memory
•	The New Testament has _____________________________books and 
•	is also divinely arranged for easy memory

THE OLD TESTAMENT
•	The Old Testament may be divided into 3 groups
•	Group 1 has _____________________________books
•	Group 2 has _____________________________books
•	Group 3 has _____________________________books

The First Old Testament Division









The 12 Historical Books Subdivided








The Subdivision Examined
•	The first (9) 
•	_____________________________to 2 Chronicles 
•	are records of Israel’s 
•	_____________________________of the Promised Land 

•	The last three (3): 
•	_____________________________to Esther 
•	are records of Israel’s 
•	_____________________________from the Promised Land. 

Another Look at the 17 Historical







The 5 Middle Books
•	1. Job
•	2. Psalms
•	3. _____________________________
•	4. Ecclesiastes
•	5. Song of Solomon

The Middle Five
•	Are not historical, but are
•	_____________________________, individual and personal.
•	All the preceding 17 are_____________________________.
•	These 5 are not national but personal.
•	They deal with problems of the heart and are mainly written in Hebrew poetic form.

The Last 17 Books
•	These are not national, nor individual, but 
•	_____________________________!
•	They fit together like the first 17 did.

The Last Seventeen Listed
•	Isaiah                                                Jonah                                                   
•	_____________________________Micah
•	Lamentations                                    _____________________________
•	Ezekiel                                              Habakkuk
•	_____________________________Zephaniah
•	Hosea                                                Haggai
•	Joel                                                    Zechariah     
•	Amos                                                 Malachi
•	Obadiah

The Last 17 Broken Down






The Last 12 Broken Down


Four of the Five Major Prophets
•	Provide the basic _____________________________teachings of the prophets and
•	The comprehensive scheme of the _____________________________prediction.

Isaiah 
•	shows the coming Messiah as both _____________________________Servant and the Victorious Sovereign.

Jeremiah
•	Shows God’s full legal case against Israel and He is seen as the righteous “_____________________________” and the Branch of _____________________________as well as the ultimate Restorer of the dispersed people.

The Theme of the Other Three Major Prophets

What About Lamentations?
•	Notice it stands right between Isaiah and _____________________________on one side and Ezekiel and _____________________________on the other side.
Yes, to us!
•	Notice Isaiah and Jeremiah are the TWO GREATEST _____________________________PROPHETS 
•	while
•	Ezekiel and Daniel are the TWO GREATEST _____________________________PROPHETS.

Lamentations
•	Is important for another reason:
•	_____________________________it is important.
•	It monumentalizes the tragedy of the fall of the nation of Israel to Babylon.
•	It morns the loss of Jerusalem, the_____________________________, and the interruption of the Davidic Kingdom as well as the scattering of God’s people around the then known world.

The Last 12 of the Seventeen Prophetic Books
•	These 12 are commonly called the _____________________________Prophets.
•	We can subdivide them into 2 groups:

Concluding Remarks
•	The _____________________________Books of the Old Testament can look like this:

A Question to Ponder
•	Is this design (17-5-17) a mere accident or coincidence?
•	_____________________________writers contributed to this over a period of 1400 years writing from different places, to different parties, for different _____________________________and little dreaming that their work would eventually be considered canonical?
•	Divine design or happenstance?.
The Old Testament

