
Single-place BD-6 is tractor version of BD-5 with high wing, tricycle gear, steerable nosewheel, 21.5-foot span.

A NEW $2000 AIRPLANE FROM BEDE!
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The BD-6, newest in the line of "build-it-yourself" airplanes from Bede Aircraft Inc., Newton, Kan., has 

been announced by Jim Bede, company president.

"We're anticipating an excellent reception with this airplane," Bede said. "Its simple design and the 

ease with which it can be constructed and flown will appeal to many homebuilt fans. In order to provide 

the first-time homebuilder with a simple design, we compromised some styling and performance. The 

best-proven features in both the BD-4 and BD-5 were incorporated in the BD-6 to provide the greatest 

simplicity. Too, the economy price of the BD-6 - which will fall someplace in the $1,900-$2,100 range - will 

be a factor in their decision."

The BD-6 may be more than a "budget airplane," however. According to Bede, engineering studies 

show that the aircraft will be an outstanding performer, with a cruise speed of approximately 140 mph and 

a 900 fpm rate of climb. Estimated service ceiling is 14,000 feet. The airplane is powered by the German 

made, two-cycle, two-cylinder Hirth engines, flight-proven in the BD-5, and can be purchased in either 55- 

or 70-horsepower.

"We're able to achieve this kind of speed and performance with the BD-6 by adopting some of the 

engineering and construction techniques we have explored and finalized in earlier models, notably the 



BD-4 and BD-5," Bede explains. "Of course it won't perform as well as the BD-5 - few general aviation 

airplanes do! - but in its class and configuration, the BD-6 will hold its own with any airplane around."

 
Mighty midget BD-6 fits under wing of Cessna 172, but inside cockpit all is snug with side-stick control.

At first acquaintance with the BD-6, one feels as if he is viewing Bede's popular four-place homebuilt, 

the BD-4 - perhaps one that flunked a shrink test! The BD-6 is small... so small that it fits comfortably 

under the wing of other high-wing general aviation-type airplanes such as the Cessna 172. A 5-foot, 10-

inch pilot can easily rest his chin on top of the airplane's wing. Six-footers, their elbow. Yet, once inside the 

cabin, says Bede, that same five-ten or six-foot pilot resides in a surprisingly spacious area, with plenty of 

leg and head room.

Standard instruments are provided with the BD-6 materials packages - airspeed indicator, compass, 

rate-of-climb, altimeter, turn-and-bank - and the control stick, one quickly notes, has been borrowed from 

BD-5 and BD-5J technology. It is a side-stick control, with anatomical grip, mounted in front of the right 

recessed arm rest. Brief wrist-action is all that is required to make the airplane perform.

The BD-6 color scheme is the now familiar Bede shades of bright orange and polar white, with deep 

brown stripes. Interior colors are orange and black.

Like other Bede products, the all-aluminum BD-6 utilizes a stabilator in lieu of the conventional fixed 

horizontal stabilizer. This tested feature provides excellent controllability and adds to the esthetic 

appearance of the airplane. The tri-cycle gear features a rugged fiberglass strut on the mains with 

dampening qualities for unimproved field work. The nose gear is free swiveling for precise maneuvering. 

Differential aircraft hydraulic brakes provide ground handling qualities.



The BD-6 wings - 21.5 feet span - feature a flight proven tubular main spar with the wings an easy-to-

construct rectangular shape. Fuel is carried in the wing.

An additional feature of the BD-6, the company reports, is its spacious baggage compartment, 

located directly behind the pilot.

Flight testing of the BD-6 has been underway at Bede's facility in Newton. A fully-illustrated 

Information Kit, containing three-view drawings, a profile drawing, performance specifications, material 

specifications, list of materials, and dealer roster is available for $4.50 from Bede Aircraft Inc., Dept. PLP, 

Newton Municipal Airport, Newton, Kan. 67114.

  BD-6 PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATIONS
55 HP 70 HP

Maximum speed at Sea Level (mph) 140+ 140+ +

Cruise Speed at 7500 Ft. (mph) 140+ 140+ +

Sea Level Rate of Climb (fpm) 900 900+

Estimated Service Ceiling (ft.) 14,000 14,000+

Fuel Flow at 75% Power Cruise (gal./hr.) 5.5 7.0

Range at 75% Power w/30 Mins. Reserve (mi.) 450+ 400+

Stall Speed - Flaps Full (mph) 50 53

Take-Off Ground Run (ft.) 600 500

Landing Ground Run (ft.) 400 450

  BD-6 DIMENSIONAL SPECIFICATIONS
55 HP 70 HP

Wing Span (ft.) 21.5 21.5

Length (ft.) 16.75 16.75

Height (ft.) 6.5 6.5

Empty Weight (Ibs.) 375 375

Gross Weight (Ibs.) 650 650

Useful Load (Ibs.) 275 275

Limit "G" + - 4.4 4.4

Ultimate "G" + - 6.0 6.0

Maximum Fuel Capacity (gal.) 21.0 21.0

Fuel Capacity w/170 lb. pilot (gal.) 17.5 17.5

Wing Area (sq. ft.) 55.5 55.5

Aspect Ratio 8.32 8.32

Wing Loading (Ib./sq. ft.) 11.7 11.7

Power Loading (Ib./hp) 11.8 9.3

Cabin Length (inches) 70.0 70.0

Cabin Width (inches) 24.0 24.0

Cabin Height (inches) 42.0 42.0


