Siuan: First of all, tnx for accepting the challenge, Steve.


Steve: Always a pleasure :)


Siuan: So, you are a singer, a song-writer, a teacher, a regular comm member. How do you manage to perform all these roles?


Steve: It's called "multitasking", this means I teach during the week, sing  at weekends, and come to the community during my spare time, usually while the food is cooking or my hair is drying and so on.


Luckily I don't run on "Windows" so I haven't crashed yet ;)


Siuan: *Laughs* Obviously you haven’t. What’s your way of relaxing?


Steve: Just like most other community members, I love playing on my computer or going on the internet. I know it doesn't sound very artistic, but I bet Zoop listens to music in his spare time, so why can't I play video games?


Siuan: I saw some statistics some time ago. According to them, 3 out of 10 kids wanted to become a rock star. So, when you were a kid, did you dream of being a rock star one day?


Steve: Actually no, I didn't. I wanted to be a painter. Then I realised that all children painted and I got disappointed that my talent was nothing special. It might sound incredible now, but it took me 14 years to realise that yes, all kids paint, but not all kids write songs! I also wanted to be a football player for a while, but I was never good enough. I was quite athletic though as a teenager.


Siuan: OK, if you were not a singer/songwriter, what would you be?


Steve: Well, I have been other things, such as teacher, radio producer, journalist. I guess that if I could not sing now, I'd stick to teaching. Perhaps teaching journalism, but not being a journalist myself, I've done that and it's not worth the hassle. If singing had never been an option, I'd probably be doing radio.


Siuan: Tell me more about your career.


Steve: Well it's a pretty long story, but to cut it short, I had a few chances at various points in my life, none of which led to much. Then when I was studying at Coventry University, one of my professors mentioned during a lecture that he had worked as a musician. I went up to him after class and asked him to help me, and he put me in contact with some people, including the Depot Studios in Coventry, where Mike Roberts (from the band "King") worked. I recorded my first album there in 1994 (in vinyl) and Mike played some keyboards on it, which helped a lot with the publicity. It was also a brilliant album. "Sent to Coventry" in 1995 was not as good, but I did a few public stunts and made quite a commotion, even getting a full front page story at the local paper. The news travelled to Birmingham and from there to the rest of the country, but I got fed up with the publicity after a while, especially since it never translated into money, so I moved to the Czech Republic to work as a record producer. That was a good call I think, otherwise I'd still be in Britain scrounging for some tabloid space. But all of this was a good experience, so when I started singing again last year, I had confidence and knew what mistakes to avoid.


Siuan: What do you consider your biggest success in your music career?


Steve: I think it was during the recent Weinfest in Meissen when a couple of girls came during the break and said that they had been in another concert of mine and had been checking out the local press since then to see when I would appear again. Most of the time, people just come where I sing, and they often like it, but they never really plan to travel for a gig. Not unless they are personal friends, anyway. Not to mention that the particular concert in Meissen was surreal: the crowd was going wild as if some super-band was on stage, and it was just me and my guitar. It was an unbelievable response, by any standards. I think it beats any CD sales I may have had or chart statistics, at least subjectively speaking.


Siuan: If you were given the chance to collaborate with ANY music icon who would that be?


Steve: Well I would probably collaborate with really famous people just because of their fame. Mike Roberts helped sales a lot without even realising it. But in terms of their talent, I'd like to have someone like Eric Clapton play some guitar solos for me, or maybe do a duet with someone like Aretha Franklin. But I have been lucky in that respect, some of the people I have already worked with (eg Harry Heedle or Brian Clarke) have been extremely talented. There's this new Colombian girl (I'm sorry I forget her name, she's doing this new album with Gloria Estefan). That's the sort of voice I'd like to work with, though I don't really see our musical styles blending. Sometimes there are other things that matter, for example working with Brian Clarke was such a fun experience that I'd pick him over any saxophone player in the world, anytime.


Siuan: What kind of music are you fond of listening when not playing on the stage?


Steve: I think you must have guessed by now. It's the whole rock/folk/blues genre, though I often listen to pop, jazz, country or classical music too. My favourite bands are Dire Straits, CCR and Status Quo, my favourite solo artists are probably Eric Clapton, Joan Baez and  Chris De Burgh. And yes, a GWF member would not fail to mention Jethro Tull ;)


Siuan: I remember an interview with a star I deeply respect. When asked, she said that the best of her career was the live shows and the worst- not getting enough sleep and being robbed of a private life. Do you feel the same?


Steve:I did, but not anymore. As I said before, there was a time when I was getting the publicity without the money that's supposed to go with it. It just wasn't worth it. Now I see music as just another job. I go to a place, set up, sing for a few hours, pack, leave, go home. No journalists calling you up at 6 am looking for a quote, no crazy fans stalking you for an autograph. Just a normal job, and a well-paid one. And yes, live concerts are a bit like dreams: they're the best when they go well, but they can turn into a nightmare too. Luckily, I have only had a couple of such nightmares, most of the time it's a wonderful dream.


Siuan: Sounds much lick catching the golden fish. But if you really caught the golden fish and were allowed to ask it to make come true only one dream of yours, what would that be?


Steve:  *Laughs* I think my dreams have already come true, I have everything I ever wanted from life. Anything more than this, and it would get boring. There are still things to do, of course, such as have a family or buy kitchen curtains, but I'd rather do them myself. So I'd probably let the fish go free. 


Siuan: Would your share something with me now that the other comm members don’t know?


Steve: Yes, I've got no clothes on...ok, it's not true and it's not what you meant. How about "I know who Pan is but won't tell"? ;P


Siuan: *Siuan’s eyebrows rise in surprise.* I didn’t know that you knew. *Laughs* Bull’s eye then, I guess. OK, OK then, let’s change it a bit. There are always some things in one’s image that are true and some things that are not. What’s true about Steve Jaqvaar and what is not?


Steve: I'd say most of it is true. You see my community image (whatever it is) has been formed through hundreds of posts. Things I have said myself. And so whatever opinion people have of me, it's probably true. The only role-playing part is that I don't really play the flute, I am not half as religious as my GWF position might imply, and I don't really hate Americans as much as I say, I am just trying to provoke a discussion sometimes (but don't let Ungo read this).


Siuan: How did you choose your nick Steve Jaqvaar?


Steve: "Steve" is actually part of my surname and "Jaguar" was a nickname I had at school. When I started doing pirate radio in Greece, I could not use my real name, so I used "Steve Jaguar". As the years went by I changed the spelling, and have always used some version of this name for my career. I never use any other name except for official reasons, and it's a very practical name to have on the internet. I don't have to worry about some guy called "George Jaqvaar" stealing my Hotmail account, do I? ;) [if your friends have a good memory- yes, of course. ;-0]


Siuan: If you were given the chance to live through one small piece of your live, what would that be?


Steve:That's a tough one...I have been re-living my post-1992 life recently, but if I really could pick, I'd say my last year in Athens. It felt pretty crap at the time, but music-wise it was great. I got to meet many good musicians, did nice concerts and had some really good friends. Then again, come to think of it, I'm having more fun now than ever before in my life, so I'd pass :)


Siuan: What is the most unenjoyable job you can think of? Have you tried it?


Steve: Hmm, I can tell you the most unenjoyable job I have done (if I can call it a job) was being in the Army. It's a bit like jail, except that you're supposed to say you like it. All I can say is that cleaning toilets was the fun part...:(


Siuan: Let’s talk about something more enjoyable then. How did you come up with the idea of the flute and respectively the GWF?


Steve:I didn't come up with the idea of the flute, in fact I asked "what's the flute for?" on the old board, just like everyone else I guess. Gamegurl pointed me to a series of older posts, some dating back to 1998, and I had a good laugh. So then I also started fooling around with the idea, building mostly on what Ribannah and Elara were saying. When the community first opened, people asked Guthwulf if we could have guilds (just like we have classes) and some threw around some ideas, the usual "Almighty Superguild of Golden Starry Dragonsword" type. So I suggested -as a joke- to make "The Guild Of The Wooden Flute", mainly as an alternative to the ones I thouht would be made. The response was amazing, especially from old and respected members such as Lord Roberts, TEF and Just_A_Brain. They were three of the first to join, and soon many more followed, including His Greenliness Zoop and of course DaveO. After that the thing snowballed and before we knew it we were not really the alternative guild, but the only guild! That's when Evil Homer showed up and things got interesting :)


Siuan: Why do you think it became so popular?


Steve: Simple: RPG players (especially M&M fans) have a sense of humour. One should not underestimate Zoop's influence there, in symbolic terms of course.


Siuan: Xmas is coming up. If you could choose any place in the world to spend it, where would you go and with whom?


Steve:Dresden, with my girlfriend and her family. They are great people and I don't think I'd rather be anywhere else. I'll probably do a few gigs around Sachsen those days :)


Siuan: If you were an actor and could play any part of any play, would would you pick? 


Steve: I have acted already. [really?] I played King Thoas in "Ifigeneia Among the Tauri" (I also did the music for it). It was a fun part because I got to be the bad guy. I think I'd like to be a bad guy in any other play too, you know, strong evil roles. [*buries face in hands*] Between you and me, I did the "strong and evil" part pretty well, but I kept forgetting my lines. I have a very bad memory, which is why I can never imagine a career in the theatre.


Siuan:  *Laughing* Weren’t you supposed to be a good guy? ;-)


Steve: Yes but Ancient Greek drama is all about "katharsis" and playing the bad guy is pretty cleansing.


Siuan: Anyway.  If you could be anybody from History or a character from a book/movie, who would you be?


Steve: Harry Potter, he's probably the most successful popular idol since Elvis or the Beatles.


Siuan: Thank you very much again, Steve, I myself enjoyed it a lot. :-) 





