Week 8 Class Notes

Philosophy of Science

Agenda

Welcome and Introduction

Readings:  Harmon finish

Packet:  Weissmann, Miller & Burback, Gortner, Tilden & Tilden

Science, World Views and Congruence

Harmon:  

Terms of interest:

1. Occam’s Razor- The philosophic rule that things should not be multiplied unnecesarily.  

2. Noetic – intellectual/ abstract reasoning

3. Ontogeny – course of development of an individual organism

4. vitalism – processes of life are not explicable by the laws of physics and chemistry alone (differs from inorganic matter)

5. consciousness – awareness/ perception

6. constructivist – philosophic tradition espousing reality as constructed

7. morphogensis:  formation & differentiation of tissues

8. teleology:  having a purpose – the ends justifies the means

9. tautology:  truth

10. Gnostic theory: http://www.encyclopedia.com/articles/08044.html
– 

Knowledge Impact Conference 2001:  (handouts: abstracts conference summary for perspectives)

1.  Abstracts:

Liz Diener “Narrative opportunity as an intervention to enhance self-transcendence in women with chronic illness.”

Joanne Duffy “Linkages between nursing-sensitive quality indicators and nursing caring behaviors.”

Gerry Chalykoff “Self-disclosure in illness:  a concept in need of further description and development.”

Teresa Roberts  “Postmodernsim and its challenge to nursing”

Read over the abstracts and lift out the following:

Philosophical underpinning /orientation

Theoretical framework or conceptual framework

Method/methodology(if developed) 

Value of this abstract 

2. FYI:  Review the summary of 1996 conference that suggested:  

“The goal of the 1996 conference was to explore the links among philosophy, theory, modes of inquiry and practice from the perspective of a) science as problem solving; b) as content as process, c) as rooted in universal imperatives.

1996 Kim challenged the group to consider a “nursing “epistemology:  Nursing is human practice which exists in response to a human mandate.  4 knowledge spheres:  empirical which focuses on generalizable knowledge as well as processes, the interpretative sphere which focuses on understandings and illuminations, subjective meaning-making and context, critical sphere which focuses on mutually coordinated human living and practice and ethical/aesthetic spheres which focus on developing the nature and processes of nurses’moral and value orientation.

