Class Notes Week 10 

 

Activity: Let's review some concepts:
Holism; realism; instrumentalism; descriptivism; dialectic
 

Let's review the importance of these great authors in Klemke:
1. Carnap: "Correspondence rules" and the continuum of observables. Theory must be testable. " It is not that the answer was no different to give; it is that nobody had asked the question." He is a realist - every confirmation is only partial, maybe quasi. 
2. Putnam: can't make the distinction and it's not important. Distinction is relative; it is linguistic. He is a relativist.
3. Hanson: When talking about the sunrise, "There is a difference between a physical state and a visual experience." He is a relativist. Observation is influenced by theory.
4. Stace: Descriptivism: Scientific laws never explain why, they state what happens. Theoretical statements are true.
5. Toulmin: We can't know if observable or theoretical statements are true. He is an instrumentalist.
6. Maxwell: Observables do not need a theoretical connection. He is a realist.
7. Matheson & Kline: Instrumentalists (epistemological). Do observables exist? Yes. He is an instrumentalist. The O-T Dichotomy: 
A. linguistics are unsound
B. doesn't do its job
C. sense datum - not accurate. Theory laden observables -> impossible to compare theories.
Packet:
1. Weekes: He is a relativist: O-T are related to one another. Also truth doesn't exist anyway. Definition of dialectic: dynamic, developing quality, opposites moving.
Holism: how do we think? Thought is different from experience. (thinking is analytical while experience is holistic). Theory - free observation: 
 

Philosophy of Science View of Theory & Observation
Observation as Theory Free                      Observation as Theory-Laden
Empiricists (Bacon, Locke Log Pos)              Post-positivist - (Kuhn,Hanson)
 

Influences on Nursing Science 

Quantitative 
Observation is not theory-free and theoretical and observational terms are inseparable. 
Qualitative
Phenomenologists, grounded theorists: making observations that are more contextual and less biased by theory.
 

2. Mitchell & Cody: Human science: Dilthy's definition of "human science." Geisteswissenschaften the whole of lived experience; unity (1833-1911). 20th century influences come from Giorgi, Gadamer, Goertz, Heidgger and Schutz to name a few. See Table 16-1 p. 204 for a description of ontology and epistemology of the Human Science Paradigm. 
Nursing Science Paradigms akin to Human Science Concept of Unity 
Humanistic Nursing - Paterson & Zderad
Health as Expanding Consciousness - Margaret Newman
Human Science & Human Care - Jean Watson 
Theory of Human Becoming - RosemaryParse
Wholeness; free-will; relativist/realist; "the between"; I-thou or intersubjective being with.
Return to first activity definitions.
