BBC Words in the News vocabulary in context exercise name ________________ 

[Hat tip: http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/index.shtml]

Read. Put the correct boldface words into the blanks.
	06 November, 2006. Indian police applicants riot. Hundreds of people who wanted to join India's police force have been rioting in Northern India. The riots began because many thought the written test was too hard. It took more than an hour to bring the riots under control.


Twenty thousand hopefuls had turned up to take a written test, assessing their suitability to be constables in the Uttar Pradesh police. R M Srivastava, the Uttar Pradesh Home Secretary, told the BBC that the candidates were upset because they found the question paper too difficult. 
As they left the police headquarters in Ghaziabad, several hundred angry applicants began stopping cars and buses on the highway, breaking windows and demanding lifts. Passengers were forced from their vehicles, including several women who were hauled out and sexually assaulted. The mob of would-be police officers then ran out of control along a five kilometre section of the main highway to Delhi, smashing fences, looting food from kiosks and beating up shopkeepers. 
Security forces baton*-charged the rioters to restore order. Almost thirty people were arrested. Uttar Pradesh police say they have how obtained still photographs and film of the riots and are busy identifying those responsible so their applications to join the police can be rejected. 
The disturbances come just as India's government is trying to reform the country's police services. Most Indians have little faith in their police, viewing them as lazy, corrupt and inefficient. The riots will do little to change that perception.
1. forcefully, aggressively pulled out of their cars ≣_____________________. . . .
2. free rides in cars that other people were driving ≣_____________________. . . .
3. The large, noisy, angry group of people ≣_____________________. . . .
4. to make changes for the better ≣_____________________. . . .
5. people who wanted their applications to be successful so that they could become police officers ≣_____________________. . . .
6. people who wanted to join the police force ≣_____________________. . . .
7. stealing large amounts of food from small, open huts or stalls, causing damage ≣_____________________. . . .
8. using one’s power to dishonestly and illegally gain money and favours ≣_____________________. . . .
9. used their short, thick heavy sticks to push back and control the crowd ≣_____________________. . . .
10. view, belief, what is understood ≣_____________________. . . .
* batons are a type of weapon often used by police.

	10 November, 2006. Mexico gay unions. The legislative assembly in Mexico City has approved a bill recognising same sex civil unions for the first time in the country's history.


The bill, which grants same-sex couples the same social benefits extended to heterosexual married couples, such as inheritance and pension rights, was approved by a vote of forty-three to seventeen. It was backed by the left-wing PRD party which controls the city's legislative assembly but opposed by the governing conservative PAN party and the Catholic Church in Mexico, which has condemned gay marriages and same sex unions as going against the sanctity of the sacrament of marriage, which it maintains should only be between a man and a woman.
And although the new law recognises civil unions between gay and heterosexual couples, it doesn't recognise the right of gay people to go through an official marriage ceremony.


That hasn't stopped gay rights groups in Mexico from celebrating. They've heralded the approval of the bill as an important sign that the traditionally Catholic country was shedding its ultra-religious machista image. The leader in Mexico City of the left-wing PRD party, Marti Batres, described the move as a first step, which he said could lead to a national debate on same sex unions and similar legislation being approved in other parts of the country.
In fact, a civil unions bill is currently being debated by the local congress in the northern state of Coahuila, on the border with Texas. But the power of the Church in Mexico, the second largest Catholic country in the world, guarantees that the approval of such measures will be met with strong opposition.

1. boundary, frontier, line dividing two countries ≣_____________________. . . .
2. the government department which makes new laws ≣_____________________. . . .
3. the great religious importance of marriage that has to be kept ≣_____________________. . . .
4. to have ≣_____________________. . . .
5. new laws ≣_____________________. . . .
6. people will express strong opinions against it ≣_____________________. . . .
7. a public discussion around the whole country ≣_____________________. . . .
8. publicly and positively acknowledged the introduction of the new law ≣_____________________. . . .
9. supported and encouraged by ≣_____________________. . . .
10. was getting rid of its reputation of being too religious and acting in a way seen as traditional male behaviour ≣_____________________. . . .
	03 November, 2006. London Mayor's unexpected visit to Cuba. The Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone, has made an unannounced visit to Cuba. Mr Livingstone, who is scheduled to visit President Chavez in Venezuela next week, is expected to hold talks with Cuban officials on policies to tackle climate change.


Ken Livingstone is keeping his visit to Cuba low key. His itinerary has not been released and British diplomats in Havana admit they have been largely kept in the dark as to his plans.
It is likely that the mayor will attend the capital's Sport for All conference which has brought together international experts to discuss how sport can be a key part of a healthy lifestyle. It's less certain whether the mayor will be granted an audience with President Fidel Castro.
Mr. Castro, who is currently recuperating from an unspecified gastric illness, has received only a handful of foreign dignitaries over the last three months. But if they do meet, the two should find they have some ideas in common. Ken Livingstone has recently been stressing that the world should do more to tackle climate change. He said that if only he could he would ban all light bulbs which are not energy saving. Earlier this year Cuba did just that.
1. allowed to make a formal visit ≣_____________________. . . .
2. be present at ≣_____________________. . . .
3. getting better (after an illness) ≣_____________________. . . .
4. to deal with ≣_____________________. . . .
5. made public ≣_____________________. . . .
6. not allow to use ≣_____________________. . . .
7. not given any information ≣_____________________. . . .
8. not very noticeable ≣_____________________. . . .
9. very few important visitors from abroad ≣_____________________. . . .
10. a very important part ≣_____________________. . . .
	Review       attend      backed by      ban      bill      corrupt
go through     hopefuls      kept in the dark      key part      lift
low-key       measures         mob        perception      recuperating
reform       release       sanctity        tackle       would-be


[Hat tip: http://www.lextutor.ca/concordancers/]

1. The controversy extends to the US Administration, where many officials were __________________________ about what the White House was doing.
2. A young woman filmmaker turned down for a job after wrong information on a police computer was given to a __________________________ employer.
3. Seven presidential __________________________, including five Democrats and two Republicans, met with then-President Kennedy to discuss the future of NASA.

4. Yugoslavia's efforts to __________________________ its economic crisis were hurt yesterday when Serbia, the largest republic, rejected the government's emergency recovery plan.
5. “The __________________________ is that there's a big problem, but I don't think the risk is any greater now than it's been all along,” said the public-health official.

6. A truck driver gave us a __________________________.
7. Hippies in the 1960’s often marched to __________________________ the atomic bomb.
8. He will __________________________ a meeting of the Republican State Central Committee Saturday in Portland and see the Washington-Oregon football game.
9. There was no debate as the Senate passed the __________________________ on to the House.
10. British advisers began to __________________________ Egypt, first to make sure the country's finances were stable.
11. Here, we're talking to potential partners to run a 24 Hour News Service on satellite-- but the __________________________ of our strategy is the All News Network on radio.
12. The president’s staff would __________________________ a great deal of trouble to make certain that their employer would arrive at the meeting on time.

13. He is a Buddhist, which means that to him peace and the __________________________ of human life were a strong religious conviction.

14. The growing demands for a common European currency, __________________________ Chancellor Kohl and President Mitterrand, became too strong to ignore.

15. He has already reversed many __________________________ taken by previous governments, which used martial law to imprison political opponents.

16. He was shown a warm welcome at the summer resort, and spent the time there __________________________ from his recent surgery.

17. Andy reported that the __________________________ outside was still large despite the efforts of the police to get them to leave.

18. Mrs. Thatcher gave a __________________________ presentation of her revolutionary approach to economic and monetary union.
19. Hynix Semiconductor was the third chipmaker to __________________________ improved year-end sales figures for 2005.

20. Demonstrators asked people around the world to protest "against the bloody terror of the __________________________ Romanian dictator.”
