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In our society where it has become economically 

feasible for both parents to work and where social 

status is given to paid employment, the home has 

become drained of meaningful "family" oriented 

nurturing.  

Because of our "busy-ness" outside of our 

homes, we are in effect faced with a regrettable 

record of juvenile crime. There are crimes 

committed by children against others – killing, 

molesting, mugging, stealing, and vandalism – and 

then, there are the crimes against themselves – 

substance abuse, sexual promiscuity and suicide.  

We find children who have no regard for human 

life or property, no respect for themselves, for their 

parents, teachers, or any figure of authority. We find 

children, who learn to curse, swear or tell you to 

"shut up," before they learn how to say "please," 

"thank you," or their ABC's.  

We find children, who can sing popular songs 
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word for word, and children who know how to find 

all the video channels that exist on television, or the 

internet; yet, they don't know how to read a book. 

We find children who know everything there is to 

know about their favorite celebrity, yet they don't 

know how to say grace at the table.  

We find children of the upwardly mobile who feel 

as abandoned as the children of the urban ghetto.  

We find children with deep emotional problems, who 

feel unwanted, alienated, resentful and angry.  

Since society diminishes the importance of the 

family, we find parents who spend less than an hour 

a week on family problems or issues, and we find 

parents who live in isolation from each other.  

We find parents who prefer to watch baseball, 

basketball, football or anything else on television 

rather than play "ball" with their children.  We find 

parents who prefer to "get high" or "chill out" rather 

than share in the enthusiasm of a child's early 

learning.  We find parents who delegate the tasks of 

love, understanding and education to the 

community: babysitters, churches and day care 

centers offer love and understanding; schools and 

teachers offer understanding and education. Yet, the 

ultimate teaching, the ultimate understanding, the 

ultimate affection, admiration and regard should 

originate from the family.  But parents are too 

busy.  
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Today's children, like the children before them, 

are shaped by the opinions, beliefs, actions, moral 

standards, etc., of the home - the place where they 

eat, sleep and live.  Children learn from the mother 

and father first, and then the teacher. Children learn 

from the family first, and then the streets.  

The home cannot continue to delegate its most 

important family activities to the moral relativism 

(i.e., nobody is right or wrong; we ought to tolerate 

stance) of the community. Building a child into an 

adult does not take a day, month or year.  It takes 

years of love, understanding, listening, friendship, 

patience, teaching and learning.  It takes years of 

support, persuasion, cooperation, caring, sharing, 

compromise, consideration and communication. But 

most of all, it takes years of quality time with our 

children. 


