WHEN THINGS ARE NOT AS THEY SEEM

By Desert Eagle
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CHAPTER I

The cold wind blows in Nome. It is a windy day. The sound of a large plane engine can be heard in the air. It is coming from the 410 HP Pratt & Whitney Wasp 9-cylinder radial engine of a Hamilton Metalplane that is circling ahead. The ski-equipped plane is searching for a place to land.

The pilot gently lands the plane on a reasonably flat stretch of snow. The spinning of the prop kicks up snow as the plane, flaps extended, gently slows to a stop.

The starboard side door opens, and a large black lab steps out. He has a red collar, with a gold cross hanging from it.
Still in the plane, his owner, a priest, is thanking the pilot for the trip to Nome.
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After the priest, whose name is Andrew, steps off of the plane and into town, the plane revs its engine up to full throttle, gains momentum on the ground, and slowly lifts off.

Draco sees the new dog, and goes over to greet him.

“Hi.” Draco greets the dog, “My name is Draco, and welcome to Nome. What is your name?”

“My name is Christopher.” The black lab answers.

“Glad to meet you, Christopher.” Draco says, “Come to the Broiler Room, you can meet the rest f the dogs there.”

“Why, thank you.” Christopher answers, with a smile. “And may God bless you..”

Both of the dogs then headed off to the Broiler Room.

CHAPTER II


All the dogs in Nome (except Band of course; he couldn’t walk because of his leg and would not go even if he could) are gathered in the Broiler Room. Balto is about to introduce two new visitors to the crowd.

“We have two newcomers to introduce.” Balto says to the crowd.

The first visiting dog stepped out. She was a black and white malamute with blue eyes; just like Steele. She also had a red collar with a heart-shaped tag. All this immediately caught Steele’s attention, who was sitting in a corner of the room.

“Finally.” Steele thought to himself. “A visitor that I like.”

The visiting malamute began to speak. “Hi.” She said. “My name is Snowstorm.”

“Well, we are glad to meet you, Snowstorm.” Balto replied, smiling.

The next dog, who was sitting by Draco, stepped into the center of the room. “Greetings,” The black lab said, “My name is Christopher. I am visiting Nome with my owner; the Priest. I thank you for your generous hospitality..”

“We always welcome new visitors.” Balto said to Christopher. “And we are more than happy to meet you.”

After the meetings were over, and the dogs began to leave, Steele approaches Snowstorm. He stops right in front of her.

“Hey, beautiful.” Steele says. “How would you like to come with me and have dinner?”

“I’m sorry.” Snowstorm replied. “I do not believe I know your name.”

“My name is Steele.” Steele said in a boasting manner. “I am the best sled dog in Nome. Now how about that date?”

“She already has one.” A voice from behind Snowstorm said. It was coming from Jacob; a tan colored husky.

Steele’s jaw immediately dropped. “Why would she want to date him instead of me?” Steele thought to.himself. Steele, angry at being turned down for a date, immediately stomped off, growling.

“Are you ready to go now?” Jacob asked Snowstorm.

“Yes.” Snowstorm replied. “Let’s go.”

Steels stayed behind, grumbling to himself, as all the other dogs left the Broiler Room.

“Why does nobody notice me anymore?” Steele grumbled, after all the other dogs left the Broiler Room. Steele continued to mumble to himself, and then stormed off.
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CHAPTER III
Later that day, Balto is talking with Bitey and Draco, outside the Broiler Room. Suddenly, Snowstorm runs up to them, panting heavily.
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“What’s wrong, snowstorm?” Balto asks her.

Snowstorm, still panting heavily, answers him. “It’s Jacob. He got into a fight with my ex-boyfriend, Brutus. And Brutus is a large Rottweiler; he might kill Jacob.”

“We better hurry then.” Balto quickly answers. He had a very concerned look on his face.

“Okay. This way..” Snowstorm tells them, leading the way.

The dogs ran all the way, trying to keep up with Snowstorm. They finally got to a clearing in the woods, and began looking around. Balto then saw Snowstorm crying.

“What’s wrong?” He asks, trying to calm her down.

Snowstorm looked at him, and then pointed at the body of a dead husky. The husky had been killed by a bite to the throat, and was laying in a pool of blood. It was Jacob.

Draco looked at the body, and then gasped. “Oh my goodness!” He said, surprised at the gruesome seen.

Balto looked at the body as well, with a sad look in his eyes. “I do not believe that goodness had anything to do with this.” He said.

Snowstorm was still crying. Balto went over to her to try and calm her down.

“I am sorry that this happened.” Balto says to her. “And we will get to the bottom of this.”

Balto then turns his head towards Bitey. “Bitey.” He says to the samoyed.

Bitey walks up to him. “Yes?” He answers, standing alert.

“Have you seen any rottweilers around here?” Balto asks Bitey.

“No.” Bitey answers.

“Then you should be on the lookout, and tell me if you see anything suspicious.” Balto orders Bitey.

“Understood.” Bitey answers, with a determined look in his yellow eyes.

And so the dogs bury the body of Jacob, and head back towards Nome.

CHAPTER IV

Balto is at his boat, because he wanted some time alone. He is watching the sea, where a large icebreaker, breaking the ice. Each piece of ice the icebreaker broke, made a wave crash on the shore. Balto suddenly hears footsteps behind him. He turns around to see a white samoyed.

“Yes, Bitey.” Balto says, “Did you find out anything.”

The samoyed answers. “No. No rottweilers in Nome.”

“This is unusual.” Balto says. “There is reportedly been a murder committed by a dog that no one else has seen.”

Balto paces across the boat, watching the icebreaker. He turns towards Bitey.

“Good work.” Balto says. “Keep me informed.”

Bitey nods and walks off.

Balto is still watching the icebreaker, which is now crushing the ice with tremendous force. The icebreaker blows its horn, and continues crushing the ice.

After having enough time alone, Balto walks back into town.

Back in the Broiler Room, all the dogs have decided to form a search party to look for Brutus. The dogs have picked Balto, Steele, Bitey, Grunt, and Draco to be the search party. 

“We can’t have another dog going on a killing spree.” Jenna says.

“I agree.” Star comments.

“Then it is settled.” Balto announces. “We shall start the search in two hours.”

All the dogs began leaving the Broiler Room. Steele walks up to Snowstorm.

“I’m sorry about what happened to your last date.” Steele says in a sly manner. “How about going out with me?” He continues, with a grin on his face.

Snowstorm looks at him. “I wouldn’t go out with you if you were the last dog on earth!” She growls at him. You are arrogant and boastful! Get out of my sight!

Snowstorm then belts Steele across the face, and walks off. Steele, angry that he got smacked in public, slinks off, growling.

Snowstorm walks off and finds Kaltag, who happens to be her next date. They both walk off together. Sylvia, who is watching from a distance, begans talking to herself.


”Wait until the other dogs hear about this.” She says to herself.

And soon, she tells Dixie, who tells Star, who tells Nikki; and eventually all the dogs in Nome know (You can’t keep a secret from Sylvia).

Balto and Draco are walking in one of the streets. Draco looks at Balto.

“You know that I really do not like fighting. For what reason did you choose me for this mission?” Draco asks Balto.

Balto looks back at Draco. “Don’t worry, you will not have to fight.” Balto reassures him. “We just need an extra dog to help cover more ground.”

“Well, okay.” Draco answers him, a little more content that he will not have to do any more fighting.

Balto and Draco continue walking down the street. They soon run into Christopher.

“Good day.” Draco says to Christopher.

Christopher smiles. “I wish you a pleasant day as well.” He says to the two dogs.

“We will soon be leaving with the search party.” Balto informs Christopher.

Christopher’s smile turns into a sad expression. “It is such a tragedy when events like this occur. But God’s will be done.” 

Christopher’s sad look turns into a more serious look, and he looks towards Balto. “It is mandatory that we cause these horrific events to cease, but if we are not cautious, we will risk becoming no better than the dog who has performed these gruesome acts.”

Christopher stops for a second to think. He paces for a few seconds, and then turns back towards Balto.

“Balto.” Christopher says. “Keep this in your mind; do what is necessary to stop these events, but remember to do what is moral and just. Violence is not the only answer.”

Balto smiles at Christopher. “I can understand your concern.” Balto assures him. “Don’t worry, we will not do anything excessive. I will have to have a long talk with Steele, though.”

All the dogs laughed. Draco looks at Balto.

“You may have to do more than just talk to Steele.” Draco jokes.

“Let’s hope that is all I have to do.” Balto replies, still smiling. 

And with that, the three dogs continue walking down the street.

CHAPTER V

It is mid-day, and the search party is ready to depart. Balto, Steele, Bitey, Grunt, and Draco are ready to start. All the other dogs are waving at them.

“Good luck!” Star yells, trying to encourage them.

“Yous can do it!” Nikki shouts.

“Remember to use good judgment.” Christopher reminds them.

“Okay, we will.” Balto answers him.

Balto looks at all the dogs on the search team. “Is everybody ready?” He asks them.

“Yes.” All the dogs in the search party reply.

“Good.” Says Balto. “Let’s go!”

And the five dogs go off.

About a mile from Nome, Balto stops. He turns to the other dogs.

“If we split up, we can search the perimeter of Nome quickly.” Balto says.

Balto turns towards Steele. “Steele, your with me.” He then turns towards he other dogs. “Grunt, Bitey, and Draco, you go counterclockwise around Nome. Me and Steele will go clockwise. We will meet back here.”

“Yes sir.” Grunt says in a low, rumbling voice.
“Understood.” Bitey says in his usual non-talkitive manner.

“Yes sir.” Draco  replies.

“Let’s just go!” Steele growls. “I want to do some fighting!”

And the two teams split up and begin searching the perimeter of Nome.

CHAPTER VI

Grunt, Bitey, and Draco are walking among the trees, looking for any evidence of a rottweiler. Bitey is at the rear, and Draco is at the front, beside Grunt.

“So what have you been doing lately?” Draco asks Grunt, trying to make conversation.

Grunt growls, and mumbles something under his breath.

“What’s wrong?” Draco asks grunt, becoming concerned. “Are you ill, or is something troubling you?”

Grunt swings his face towards Draco. “Why do you always have to talk so much?” He growls.

“Is it something I said?” Draco asks, thinking that he might have offended Grunt in some way

Grunt, even more irritated now, growls again. “Why can you not be quite, like Bitey?” He asks, in an irritated manner.

“I’m sorry if I offended you.” Draco apologizes to Grunt. “I will try….”

“SILENCE!.” Bitey bursts out. “Listen.”

The dogs stop to hear a rustling in a large bush.

“That might be him.” Draco says.

All the dogs look at the bush, waiting to see what comes out. There is even more rustling, and then, a caribou runs out. All the dogs are disappointed.

“Stupid caribou.” Grunt growls under his breathe, annoyed at the false alarm.

The dogs then continue on.
Back in the other party, Balto is having that long talk with Steele.

“If you want the dogs to like you,” Balto tells Steele, “You are going to have to stop getting into fights with every dog you do not like.”

“Why?”Steele replies. “It is just harmless fun.”

Balto looks at him. “It is the kind of fun that got you banished in the first place.” Balto reminds him.

Steele growls. “Oh, alright!” He growls.
“Good.” Balto answers.

And the two dogs continue walking.

CHAPTER VII

.The five dogs in the search party have all arrived at the rendezvous point. Balto speaks up.
“Okay.” Says Balto. “Since we have found no evidence of Brutus yet, we shall continue together. Let’s head for that tree on top of that hill.”

So the five dogs head the foot of that hill. When they got there, the hill was so tall that you could not see what was on top of it. And there was something on top of it. Six disgruntled wolves, that were formerly members of the no disbanded Broadsword’s pack, were waiting to strike. The biggest one, Kodiak, spoke up.

“You go report our position to the rest of the pack.” He told the brown wolf beside him.

The brown wolf nodded, and began running in the other direction (away from the dogs).

“We will attack when the right minute comes.” Kodiak informed the other four wolves.

The five dogs decided to take a rest at the bottom of the hill, which was only 70 feet away from a steep cliff.

Kodiak saw that the moment was right for the attack, and ordered the other four wolves to charge down the hill.

While the five dogs were talking, Bitey’s ears suddenly perked up.

“Incoming wolves!” Bitey yells, getting the attention of the rest of the search party.

Draco backs off, but Grunt, Bitey, and Steele were ready for the fight.
The first wolf intercepted Steele, and the two started biting and clawing one another.

Grunt was fighting two wolves at once; he had one in a hold in his jaws, and he sidekicked the other attacking wolf, sending him flying.

The wolf that had been sidekicked by Grunt, got up and began attacking Balto.

And the last(except for Kodiak, who was still on top of the hill) went to attack Bitey.

Kodiak was sitting on top of the hill, thinking of when reinforcements would arrive.

At that moment, the brown wolf was running as fast as he could to the rest of the pack. He was running on an open plain of snow when he heard something land in the snow.

The brown wolf went over to the place where he heard the object land to investigate. He found a small object, that he thought looked like a green pineapple. He went started sniffing at the object.

BOOM!!!

The object was not a pineapple, it was a fragmentation grenade; and the next thing the brown wolf knew he was scattered over a 100 yard radius.

The wolves and dogs did not know that they had wandered onto a military proving grounds for extreme weather conditions.

Back on the other side of the hill, Steele has his jaws clamped on the fur of one of the wolves neck. The two of them are fighting hard, and the struggle takes them very close to Grunt; who is fighting another wolf.

Grunt has the wolf he was fighting pinned to the ground, when he notices Steele and another wolf moving close to him. Grunt then does a hook kick with his back leg on the wolf that Steele was fighting. This immediately knocks the wolf unconscious.

“Hey!” Steele roars. “I had that one!”

“Then you should have finished im off instead of playing around.” Grunt snaps back.

Steele starts to get angry. “Why you….” Steele growls.

“Knock it off you guys.” Balto says to the two quarreling dogs. “Here, Steele. You can fight this one.” Balto says, trying to dodge the wolf’s attack.

“Gladly.” Steele replies, running to intercept the wolf.

Close to the edge of the cliff, Bitey and another wolf are in combat. Bitey is trying to bite the wolf on the leg, but the wolf is too fast, and keeps deflecting all his attacks.

Back up on top of the hill, Kodiak is about ready to go down and join in the fight himself.

On the other side of the hill, about 150 yards away, a Sergeant and a Private are testing military equipment. They are near a 40mm mortar cannon.

“Let’s test the 40mm mortar next.” The Sergeant says to the Private.

“Yes SIR.” The Private answers. “What should I aim at?”
“Aim at that tree on top of that hill.” The Sergeant replies.

“Yes SIR, Sarge.” The Private replies.

The private points the mortar towards the tree, drops the round in the end of the barrel, and quickly moves back. The round falls to the bottom of the barrel, hits the firing pin, and then launches.

Back on top of he hill, Kodiak is about ready to attack when, he hears something. He looks up to see a metal object whistling through the air, headed straight towards him.

BOOM!!!
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Kodiak never knew what hit him.

Down at the bottom of the hill, the dogs and wolves look up to see a very large blast.

Bitey, thinking that this would be a good time to strike his opponent, runds and knocks the wolf off the side of the cliff. The wolf starts to fall, but grabs Bitey and takes himm down with him. Both dogs plummet over the side of the cliff.

After figuring out that their leader was no more, the rest of the wolves run away.

Balto, realizing what just happened, runs over to the edge of the cliff. Worried about his friend, he looks down the edge of the cliff.
“Bitey!” Balto yells, peering down the side of the cliff. “Are you alive?”
“Yes.” A voice says from down the side of the cliff.

Balto looks straight down the cliff.To his amazement, a white samoyed was clinging to the wall of the cliff.
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Balto, relieved that his friend was still alive, looks towards Grunt.

“Grunt.” Balto yells. “We need some assistance over here.”

Grunt runs over to the cliff, mumbling under his breath the whole way there. He then begins to scale down the edge of the cliff, until he is right beside Bitey.

“Grab on to my back.” Grunt orders.

Bitey grabs hold of Grunt’s back, and the Grunt begins to scale back up the side of the cliff.

All the dogs were relieved when Grunt and Bitey got to the top. Draco walks up beside Balto.
“I did not know you had volcanoes around here.” Draco says to Balto.

“I do not think it was a volcano.” Balto answers him. “I think it was some kind of weapon.”

Balto then walks up in front of the four other dogs.

“We have searched the area,” Balto announces, “And have found no evidence of a rottweiler, or any dog for that matter. I we found were wolves. I think we better head back to Nome.”

So all the dogs began the long walk back to Nome.

CHAPTER VIII

When they arrive back in Nome, the five dogs meet Christopher. At that moment Balto finally realized something.

“Kaltag is probably in trouble.” He says.

Balto looks at Christopher.

“Where is Kaltag? He may be in trouble.” Balto says.

“He is in the abandoned shed.” Christopher answers.

“Then we all need to get over there quickly.” Balto says.

All six of the dogs run to the shed and burst through the door. They could not believe what they saw.

Kaltag was laying on the floor, badly beaten, but still alive. About ten feet away, Snowstorm was standing, with blood on her teeth.

“So it was you!” Balto says in surprise. “Why?”

“You can’t stop me!” Snowstorm yells back, getting ready to make her finishing move on Kaltag.

“You’re sick!” Draco yells out. “You kill your dates.”

“I will not let you stop me!” Snowstorm yells, determined to finish what she started.

“It does not have to end this way!” Christopher yells to Snowstorm.

Snowstorm just growls back, and crouches in an attacking position, ready to finish Kaltag off.

Grunt saw that Snowstorm had no intention of sparing Kaltag’s life.

“I hope the Lord will forgive me for killing a lady.” He says.

Snowstorm jumps towards Kaltag, but is intercepted in mid-air by Grunt. Grunt clamps his jaws around Snowstorms throat, and bites down hard. He then releases his grip, and Snowstorm falls to the floor screaming. The malamute shakes violently as blood spews from her jugular vein. About thirty seconds later, she became still.

Grunt stood back, with an unpleasant look on his face. Christopher walks up beside him.

“I’m sure the Lord understands.” He says to Grunt.

Grunt just nods.

Balto runs up to Kaltag.

“We need to get him to the Vet’s place, quickly!” Balto says to the other dogs.

Grunt gets Kaltag on his back, and walks towards the vet’s. On the way out, Steele looks at the body of Snowstorm.

“Too bad.” He says. “And she was my kind of dog.”

He then walks out.
CHAPTER IX
Grunt sets Kaltag down at the Vet’s feet. The Vet looks at Kaltag.

“Oh, dear.” The Vet says. “I better get him taken care of right away, but it looks like he is going to live.”

The Vet takes Kaltag into the backroom. Christopher starts to walk out of the Vet’s place.

“I will tell the other dogs what happened.” Christopher says as he leaves.

Steele and Grunt then leave as well.

Balto, Bitey and Draco stay at the Vet’s place. They then hear a growl from the other sid of the room. They look over there to see a white malamute with a cast on his left leg. It was Band.
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“What are you doing here, wolfdog?” Band growls.

Balto walks up to him.

“You never learn your lesson, do you?” Balto replies.

The malamute growls at Balto. “I demand that you bring Jenna to me.” He demands.

“Why would she want to see you?” Balto remarks.

Band growls back at Balto.

At that moment, the Vet walks out with Kaltag.
“Looks like you will be all right,” the Vet says to Kaltag, gently setting him down. “But you better get lots of rest.”
Kaltag lays down on the floor. Then, Jenna, Star, and Nikki walk in the door.

“Is he going to be all right?” Jenna asks.

“He is going to be fine.” Balto assures her. “Oh, and Jenna, I have a favor to ask you.”

Balto walks up to Jenna, and whispers something in her ear. Jenna smiles.

“Okay.” She says.

Balto looks over towards Band.

“Jenna has something to say to you.” Balto tells Band.

“So she finally has realized that avoiding me is futile.” Band says.

Jenna walks up in front of Band.

“Well, go on and say it.” Band says to her.

SMACK!

Jenna smacks Band hard right across the face. The malamute, after recovering from the blow, begans to growl.

“NO ONE SLAPS ME!” Band roars.

SMACK!

Jenna smacks Band across the face again. Band growls louder.

“HOW DARE YOU SMACK ME!” He roars.

SMACK!

Jenna smacks Band across the face again. Balto walks up next to Jenna.

“As long as you have that broken leg, ou will not be bothering anyone in this town, or be able to defend yourself.” Balto says to Band. “So I suggest you start being very nice to everyone.”

Band begans to growl.

“Just wait until this leg heals!” Band roars. “Then I will…”

“Then Bitey might have to break it again.” Raco steps in. “He might even break the other three legs as well.”

Band continues growling. All the other dogs leave the room, with Kaltag, leaving Band by himself.
CHAPTER X
Balto is speaking to all the other dogs in the Broiler Room.

“I am sure you are all aware of the events that took place today, but you will be glad to know that Kaltag is okay.” Balto announces. “I hope we will actually have a peaceful day in Nome.”
After Balto is finished speaking, Christopher walks up to Balto.

“It has been a pleasure staying here,” Christopher says to Balto, “But I must go. The plane will be coming soon to pick me and my master up.”

“I wish you a safe journey home.” Balto replies to Christopher. “Bye.”

Christopher then walks out the door. Kaltag, now feeling much better, walks p to Balto.

“That is the last time that I will date a dog that is larger than me.” He remarks.

“I think that would be wise.” Draco, who was sitting beside Balto, jokes.

The three dogs laugh.

“That was unusual, though.” Balto says. “I never would have expected that Snowstorm was behind it the whole time. I guess things are not always as they seem.”

THE END
