
Why Do We Certify (Sanction) With USBC? 

The following information was copied from a Facebook discussion for Association Managers on the 

internet 3/18/2015. I hope it can be of used for an understanding and communication tool. 

There has been a whole lot of interesting discussions out there on this subject, and I would like to say a 

few things.. One of the biggest things I see is that people are wondering what they get for their dues 

money, or that people want value for their dues money. As a local, state and national volunteer, I 

would say that we ALL need to try to do a better job of selling USBC membership, and try to do a 

better job of explaining all the benefits of being a USBC member. For the people that feel that they get 

no value, these are some of the things that you get:  

1. You get to bowl on certified lanes in a certified center each league session, and/or when you bowl in 

a certified tournament.  

2. You get to bowl each week knowing that your league prize funds are bonded against theft, robbery 

and possible misuse from your league or association officers.  

3. You have league rules and USBC rules to govern your league, and any disputes that might come up. 

 4. You have a local, state and national association to go to when you feel that the rules are not being 

enforced equally, or not being followed at all.  

5. You have a local, state and national association that you can contact at any time, to answer 

questions, resolve disputes, help with filling out forms or explaining how to run meetings, etc.  

6. You have a recorded average that you can use anywhere in the country in any certified league or 

certified tournament.  

7. You will be awarded with an honor score for your first game of perfection (300) or when you bowl 

an honor score series (800, 900). Every honor score that you bowl will be recorded for posterity so that 

you can always go back and show your children or your grandchildren what you have accomplished. 

You will also be allowed to purchase an extra award if you choose to do so.  

8. You have local, state and national halls of fame to recognize those individuals that have done so 

much or achieved so much for the sport of bowling.  

9. You have the right, if you choose to do so, to participate in mandated local, state and national 

tournaments held each year.  

10. You have the ability to buy and use bowling balls certified by the USBC Equipment & Specs team, 

a team that does a multitude of research and testing each year on numerous new bowling balls to make 

sure that they are legal for competition.  

11. You have local, state and national websites, with all manners of information to look at & 

download; from videos about bowling, coaching seminars, live streaming of bowling events, forms & 

manuals to use, resources to find members, bowling centers or bowling coaches, etc.  



12. You have the ability to use the membership rewards & discounts that USBC has negotiated with 

many vendors like: Delta Airlines, United Airlines, Hilton hotels, Direct TV, nationwide insurance, 

etc. (I personally don't see the need for the discounts. Most of us get them already from other sources.) 

13. Uniform playing rules, updated annually, that are furnished to your league officers and can be 

downloaded from bowl.com by anyone at any time.  

14. You receive emails each week (if you give us your email address) from USBC, containing news 

about USBC & bowling events, rules tips, coaching tips, and other information.  

15. Scholarships for the Youth, Local, State, and National 

16. BVL (Bowlers to Veterans Link): A great cause we get to donate to with donations going to that 

organization for American Veterans. 

17. Bowling for the cure of breast cancer  

18. The Bowling Museum at Headquarters in Arlington, TX 

These are some of the things that you get for your membership dues. These are some of the things that 

members should find of value. At least I hope that they would, if we all take the time and effort to 

communicate all of these things to them. But most of all, you get to be part of a wonderful organization 

with thousands of volunteers, serving our members and the sport of bowling for more than one 

hundred years, AND you get to help make sure that USBC will be here for the next generation of our 

members; our children and our grandchildren. You get to help ensure our future. That is why I am a 

member of the local association and even more importantly, why I am a USBC MEMBER.  

I think the dropping of awards was a HUGE factor for bowler dissatisfaction. Leaders in associations 

will have to step up to fill the need. Also people are concerned that the leaders in USBC use the funds 

wisely and not wastefully.  


