
Teton Valley News - august 25, 2011 - Page A1

Teton Valley News
See page B1 On the trail of serenityI N S I D E

The Voice of the Valley Since 1909Thursday,    august 25, 2011 102nd Year 34th Week 75¢

I N S I D E

W E A T H E R
T h i s  wee   k

find us on the web 
@

tetonvalleynews.net

Forecast page A3

DDCA tries to I.D. 
Driggs

B7

Letters

Valley Views

Community News

Calendar

Puzzle

Classifieds

Service Directory

Legals

A4

A5

A10

B10

B7

B16

A15

B18

Fall Sports 
Preview

B5

I n d e x

Supreme Court 
grants appeal to 

tetonia voters
A7

Kindergarten teacher Rachel Bates welcomes youngsters back to the first day of school at Driggs Elementary School 
Wednesday. See more back-to-school photos on B12 and B13.
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Teton Valley’s school children returned 
to their studies Wednesday amid new 
configurations of the buildings they may 
have known differently last year.

Fourth- and fifth-graders from 
throughout the valley found themselves at 

the new Rendezvous Upper Elementary 
School, which was the former home 
of Driggs Elementary. Workers were 
installing new coat hangers in the main 
hallway as teachers unlocked the doors at 
8 a.m.

The school is still recovering from a 
vandalism attack about 10 days earlier. 
Neither police nor school officials have 

identified the vandals yet, although 
investigators are still digging into evidence.

Students in kindergarten-third grade 
now attend their home schools. In Driggs, 
many youngsters got their first look at the 
former kindergarten center, now housing 
k-3 classes.

Back to school: Kids try out new buildings
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Welcome back
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She was the extra 
deputy solely in charge 
of slowing people down 
on their way to Driggs. 
She was the “real Lady 
Gaga” and the “best of the 
West,” said Vancie Turner. 
She was probably one of 
the most recognizable 
dogs in town. Sadly Q, 
who mostly hung out in 
front of her house on the 
side of Hwy. 33 or in front 
of Broulim’s, passed away 
recently. 

Turner adopted Q 
11 years ago from the 
animal shelter. In those 
days the shelter ran on 
bare bones and only really 
accepted special needs 
dogs. Turner had some 
extra time in the off-
season so she volunteered 
at the shelter and became 
a board member. Having 
never owned a dog before, 
she wasn’t sure at first 
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A once in a lifetime opportunity, 
Deb Mackenzie of Alta capitalized on 
the opening day of the wild bison hunt 
last week in the National Elk Refuge. 
Mackenzie killed the 1,000-pound 
beast with a single shot to the lungs 
with her bow and arrow. 

A public hunt of bison was 
reinstated in 2007 and is only legal in 
Montana and Wyoming. Mackenzie 
applied for a permit this year and 
got notification that she had a 53rd 
priority, but on the opening day there 
were three alternate tags. Hunting on 
opening day is a big advantage because 
bison will avoid areas once they figure 
out they are being hunted. 

When the season opened on Aug. 
15 Deb started her day at 4 .m. The 
two days before the hung Mackenzie 
spent time scouting different areas. 

They decided on camping at the 
Gros Vent campground and were able 
to park along the She was with her 
husband, Dana, and their friend Jared 
Scott who was filming the hunt. Under 
a full moon the group began hiking 
though grass up to their chest. They 
crossed creeks and as it started to get 
lighter they began to hear gunfire. 
They were warned that the animals 
would start running and moving out 
of the area once the first shots were 
fired. Mackenzie said they started to 
hustle then. The got up to the top of 
the next ridge and could see down into 
the refuge. IN the distance a herd was 
kicking up dust and running toward 
them. 

“It was intense,” said Mackenzie. 
The herd split and Mackenzie then 

tried to get closer. She had a type one 
permit, meaning she could take a bull 
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Alta huntress siting pretty with bison 

Deb and Dana Mackenzie with Deb’s bull bison kill 
on the National Elk Refuge.


