
We’re Only Human

I’ve lived on death row for ten years and I’ve watched my friends die.  And these men have had loved ones that have had to stand outside in a field while they were strapped to a table and put to death.  The same way you would euthanize a stray animal.  The only difference is they were not a stray animal.  They were living breathing human beings who made bad decisions and mistakes in life.  And drugs and alcohol caused some of their bad decisions and mistakes.  And I understand if you do not believe that you can blame it on drugs and alcohol.

But we are human and we’re going to make mistakes in life.  Even the President of the United States has made mistakes.  But he’s human not God, so it’s only to be expected.

Humans have made mistakes since the beginning of time starting with Adam and Eve.  And we will continue to make bad choices until the end of time because we are only human.

I’ve laid in these cells and heard men say time and time again, “I wish I could turn back the clock and go back to a certain year, or I wish I wouldn’t have done this or that.”  Unfortunately we can’t change the errors we’ve made in the past.  But we can change and become better human beings if we are given that chance.

Unfortunately even though a man or woman may change and become a better person the death penalty does not give us that opportunity, such as Karla Faye Tucker who was executed on February 3, 1998 by the State of Texas.  The woman that committed the crime wasn’t the same woman they executed.

Anthony Bryan was executed on February 23, 2000 by the State of Florida.  The Tony that committed the crime wasn’t the same person they executed.

All human beings change over the years.  Just think back five or ten years ago the way you thought about life and love.  We all grow and become different individuals over the years the same way Tony Bryan and Karla Faye Tucker changed.

They were human beings like you and I.  They felt pain, hurt and cried.  They loved and gave love.

But yet in this civilized country we strapped these human beings to a table and put them to death like a stray animal.

Please America open your eyes and see that we’re all humans who have just made mistakes.

                           God Bless You!
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Shine on Me

Written May 21, 2000

I praise the Lord for this day

And for showing me a better way

Where I can with a loving heart

Always try to do my part

And may the Lord shine on me

And show others how to be free.

No Different

Written June 17, 2000

I see it all so clear

As I lay here year after year

Watching men die

And mother’s cry

And this I tell you is no lie.

These men are human and this you must see

That they’re no different than you and me

Maybe their decisions weren’t always clear

Maybe it was drugs or even fear

But for them to lie there

And take their last breath

As they’re being put to death

Why oh why

Must another human die?

And please don’t tell me

An eye for an eye

For we all know that is surely a lie

For they will never take a rich man’s eye

And that you can’t deny

Nor can you justify.
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Poor Man

Written June 28, 2000

Death Row is a place

That only the poor will have to face

It’s only a poor man that will lie on that table

And feel his heart become so unstable

As he’s watching the liquid flow

And know he’s about to go

No, a rich man won’t experience this

It’s only the poor that are on this list.

If you would like to contact me or learn more about me write to the address below:

Ronald W. Clark  #812974

F.S.P.

P.O. Box 181

Starke, FL  32091

On the Internet visit:

http://www.cellpals.com/DRclarkro.htm and

http://www.cellpals.com/DRclarkroDF.htm

http://aairc2.homestead.com/clarkronald.html

http://members.xoom.com/ccadp/

ronaldclark.htm

http://prisonpenpals.net/812974.html

http://solo6.abac.com/sharon8301/

ronald%20clark.html

http://www.angelfire.com/id/karmakid/clark/
poems.html

Please join the ACLU and help end the Death Penalty:

http://www.aclu.org/
ACLU

125 Broad Street, 18th Floor
New York, New York 10004-2400

We’re Only Human

By

Ronald W. Clark Jr.
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