
Christianity

And

The Death Penalty

The Holy bible supports the death penalty.  There are no ifs, ands, or buts about it.  

It says in Genesis 9:6, 6Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed:  And it goes on to say in Exodus 21:23-24, 23And if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life, 24Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.
And it goes on further to say in Deuteronomy 19:21, 21And thine eye shall not pity; but life shall go for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.
So as you can see the Bible does support the death penalty - no ifs, ands, or buts about it.  But these scriptures were taken out of the Old Testament, which is the old covenant and the foundation of Judaism.

Let’s go to Jeremiah and see what he has to say about the new covenant.  Jeremiah 31:31-34, 31Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:  32Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord:  33But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.  34And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, for the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord:  for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.
Now Paul goes on to repeat all of Jeremiah said in Hebrews 8:8-12 but Paul goes on further to say in Hebrews 8:13, 13In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old.  Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.
Paul writes in Hebrews 7:22, 22By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.
Let’s go to Matthew 5:17-18, 17Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.  18For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.
Now Christians try to use this to support the death penalty by the Law of the Old Testament.  But there’s two key words that people are over looking fulfill and fulfilled.  Let’s take a look at Matthew 26:56, 56But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.  Let’s go to Acts 3:18, 18But those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled.  It was all fulfilled.  So when Jesus said in Matthew 5:38-39, 38Ye have heard that it hath been said, AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH:  39But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.
So Jesus was not about revenge which is what the old covenant was about.

Ephesians 4:31-32 reads, 31Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:  32And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.
And Jesus said in John 15:12, 12This is my commandment, That ye love one another as I have loved you.
If we read Mark 12:30-31 30AND THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART, AND WITH ALL THY SOUL, AND WITH ALL THY MIND, AND WITH ALL THY STRENGTH:  this is the first commandment.  31And the second is like, namely this, THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF.  There is none other commandment greater than these.
Now let’s go over to Luke 10:30-37 and see what Jesus tells a teacher of the Law about being a neighbor.  30And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.  31And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  32And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.  33But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 34And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  35And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.  36Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves?  37And he said, He that shewed mercy on him.  Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.
Jesus was about Love, Kindness, Forgiveness, and Compassion.  He was not hateful or revengeful for they have no existence in Christianity whatsoever.  And the definition of revenge is a desire to take vengeance.  And the definition of vengeance is with great force or fury.  And the definition of fury is violent anger and wild rage.  What do these have in common with Christ?

And these are what the death penalty are all about Revenge, Vengeance and Fury.  So a true follower of Christ cannot support the death penalty – no how, no way.  And like I said before and demonstrated in these scriptures, Christianity is about Love, Kindness and Forgiveness.

Don’t just take my word for it look up the passages for yourself.  But remember when he rose the third day.  It was fulfilled and I believe God is using me to open your eyes.  So come on Christian Brothers and Sisters make a stand and stop standing behind the politicians who support the death penalty.

We need our Christian leaders to stand up against the politicians and stop worrying about what they think and start worrying about what Jesus is thinking.

Not only is it spiritually wrong for us Christians it is also morally wrong for only the poor and underprivileged will face the death chambers in America.

So as Christians let’s stand up and say no more and take the death penalty away from the poor.


God bless you!

Jesus’ Name

Written May 4, 2000

A righteous man will walk in the light

And fill his heart with love and delight

He’ll do everything in the Lord’s sight

And make sure his heart is always right

For he believes in Jesus’ name

And lives by the Lord without any shame

For he knows life is not a game

And he’ll bring Satan down and put him to shame

And it’ll all be done in Jesus’ name.

God is Here

Written April 25, 2000

Just because I cannot see

Doesn’t mean, he’s not here with me

For we cannot see the wind

But we can surely see the trees bend

And if you still do not believe

Just think about the air we breath

For you cannot see the air

But you do not deny it’s there

Just look around and you can see

He’s right here with you and me.
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Please join the ACLU and help end the Death Penalty:

http://www.aclu.org/
ACLU

125 Broad Street, 18th Floor
New York, New York 10004-2400
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