Information On Handfasting 

What is a Handfasting?   Handfasting is a rite in which the Old Gods bless and hallow a Union of two or more people. It is a sacred marriage. Some people have called it a temporary or trial marriage. It is not always a permanent union.

Is Handfasting legal?  If at least one Priestess or Priest officiating at the rite is legally registered, the rite can stand as a legal marriage. Most Handfastings, however, are not legally certified. 

Many Pagan Priestesses and Priests obtain legal (all 50 states) certification through the Universal Life Church in Modesto, CA. In most states in the US, to obtain legal registration you are required to file documents proving your religious certification with a state level office (in Ohio that's the Office of the State Attorney General), and usually also with a county and/ or city level authority in the vicinity of where the rite is to take place. Each of these governmental authorities can give you information about documents needed to file to officiate legal weddings. 

Couples wishing to make their Handfasting rite legal need to follow their local guidelines to obtain a valid marriage license. A legally registered Priestess or Priest can sign and process the license. The Handfasting so conducted will be considered as legally binding as any other kind of secular or religious marriage ceremony.

 If Handfasting isn't always a lifelong commitment, how long does it last?   The participants decide beforehand how long they will agree to be committed. The traditional commitment is "a year and a day", but other popular vows include "so long as love shall last" and also "for all lifetimes."

(NOTE: if your commitment was for 'as long as love shall last' and you got a marriage license and did the legal thing, you will still need a divorce to legally dissolve your marriage.)

What happens when the time of commitment ends?   Some people renew the vow every year. Other couples simply part and go separate ways in life. Still others have a ritual to mark the ending of the Handfasting commitment. It has also become popular to follow a Handfasting a year and a day later with a legal wedding.

What kinds of special ritual actions are performed at the Handfasting rite? Some couples opt to jump over a broom, balefire, sword or cord. Frequently, the couples are symbolically tied together. Couples may drink out of the same cup to indicate the joining of their lives and destinies. Rings are often exchanged. Most of the traditional symbols and customs we associate with traditional weddings (cake, wine and toasts, having rice or grain tossed over the bride and groom, ivy in the bridal bouquet, the 'unity candle', the veil, the garter, etc) were pagan rites originally. Many of these rites, such as rice-throwing, started out as fertility charms, so keep this in mind when you are planning your magickal rite. The long white lacy dress is a remnant from the Edwardian era, when white wedding dresses first came into use. Until then, the bride, groom and all the guests just wore their best clothes, adorned with flower corsages and bouquets.

What are examples of actual Handfasting Rites or other published resources?  Not in any particular order: 

The Occult Experience (a film) Section on a Handfasting Rite in an Australian Coven 

Janet and Stewart Farrar, A Witches' Bible Complete, Chapter XIII Handfasting, p 160 

Ed Fitch, A Grimoire of Shadows, Part IV Rituals of Passage, p 95 "The Rite of Handfasting" 

Shadwynn, The Crafted Cup, p 344 "The Rite of Handfasting" 

Rhiannon Ryall, West Country Wicca, p 29 "Rite of Handfasting" 

Kvedulf Gundarsson, Teutonic Religion; Folk Beliefs of the Northern Tradition, Chapter 16, p 236 "Wedding" 

Patricia Telesco, Folkways, Chapter 25 "Relationships" 

Herman Slater, A Book of Pagan Rituals, p 43 "Marriage Rite" 

Ed Fitch, Magickal Rites from the Crystal Well, "Rites of Passage" chapter, p 131 "Handfasting Rite" 

Raymond Buckland, Buckland's Complete Book of Witchcraft, Lesson 8, p 97 "Handfasting Rite"

Mary Kay Simms, The Witch's Circle, Chapter 10 "Special Rituals", p 313 "Handfasting", p 322 "A Wedding Ritual" 

Chas S. Clifton, Witchcraft Today, Book Two; Modern Rites of Passage, "Marriage and the Modern Pagan" p 165 by Jeff

Charboneau-Harrison 

Doreen Valiente and Evan John Jones, Witchcraft; A Tradition Renewed, p 188 "The Rite of Handfasting"
HANDFASTING RITUALl - 1995 - Akathia

The entire area is first consecrated with salt, water, and purifying incense such as ceder, frankinsence, sage, or sandalwood. Erect an altar and place upon it two, white, illumination candles, a censor of insence a dish of salt or soil, a brass altar bell, a wand, a chalice of water, a cup of rose  oil, a quartz crystal, the wedding rings, and two white cords.  

Cast a circle in a clock-wise direction using an athame or ceremonial sword. Bless each guest with greetings and insence, then ring the altar bell thrice.

The couple enter the circle holding hands.  They face the altar (north) and bless them with greetings and incense.  The wdding guests form a human circle chain around the altar with the High Priest/ess and the couple in the center.  The High Priest/ess raises her arms to the sky and says:
High Priest/ess:  In this sacred circle of Light, We gather in perfect love and perfect trust.

O’ Goddess of divine love, I ask thee to bless this couple, their love and their marriage for as long as they shall live in love together.  

May they each enjoy a healthy life, filled with joy, stability and fertility.

Hold the dish of salt or soil before them and let each of them place their right hand over the dish.

High Priest/ess:  Blessed be by the Ancient and Mystical element of Earth.

The couple must than face east.  Ring the altar bell thrice and smudge the couple with incense.

Blessed be by the ancient and mystical element of Air.        

The couple must then face south.  Hand each of them a white candle to be held in their right hand.  Light the candles and hold the wand above them as the High Priest/ess says:

High Priest/ess:  Blessed be the ancient and mystical element of Fire.

The couple must now face west.  Sprinkle the water from the chalice over  their heads.

High Priest/ess: Blessed be by the ancient and mystical element of Water.     

They must then return to the North.  Anoint their foreheads with Rose oil and hold the crystal above them.  

High Priest/ess: May the divine Goddess of Love, in all her glory, bless ye with togetherness, honesty and spiritual growth for as long as ye both shall live.  For the Marriage is the sacred Union for the Female and Male aspects of Divinity.

Then consecrate the rings with salt water.

High Priest/ess: Let all negative vibrations, impurities and hindrances be cast forth hencefrom, and let all that is positive, loving and good enter herein. Blessed be these rings in the divine name of the Goddess, So mote it be. 

They place the rings upon each other's fingers.

They exchange their vows and poetry. Then consecrate the cords as the rings. Then hold the cords side by side and have the man and woman take an end and tie a knot.  Tie it in the middle of the cord and say:

High Priest/ess: By the knots on this cord, your love is united.

Tie the hands of the couple together with the cord and have all the guests visualize a white light of energy surround the couple as their auras join. Everyone must raise the energy by chanting love!  

High Priest/ess: By the power of the Goddess and her horned consort, I now pronounce ye Husband and Wife.  For as long as ye both shall live together in love, So mote it be.

The Handfasting of John Wayne Little and Nicole Jane LeBoeuf 

Seven-Thirty in the Evening of Saturday, June 20, 1998 in City Park, New Orleans, LA

Initial Invocations

[Groom:]  Hail to the East, Powers of Air, Isis and Hermes who shine with the dawn; Stand witness to our rite, And lend us your understanding. By the wind that is our breath, Hail, and Blessed Be!

[All respond:] Hail, and Blessed Be!

[Priestess:]

Hail to the South, Powers of Fire, Brigit and Baldur, who blaze at mid-day; Stand witness to our rite, And lend us your strength of passion. By the flame that burns in our heart, Hail, and Blessed Be!

[All respond:] Hail, and Blessed Be!

[Bride's Witness]

Hail to the West, Powers of Water, Oshun and Danballah, who shine in the twilight; Stand witness to our rite, And lend us your fluid grace. By the sea that is our blood, Hail, and Blessed Be!

[All respond:] Hail, and Blessed Be!

[Bride:]  Hail to the North, Powers of Earth, Cernunnos and Gaia, who hold us through the night; Stand witness to our rite, And lend us your mountainous strength. By the earth that is our body, Hail, and Blessed Be!

[All respond:] Hail, and Blessed Be!

Opening Words and Welcome

[High Priestess (HPS):] We are witnessing today an important event in the lives of these two friends. Marriage is a religious ceremony in every culture, and each religion does it differently, reflecting the differences in faith. This is a wedding performed in the contemporary Wiccan tradition.

I welcome you to this special event in which Niki and John declare before you their commitment to one another.

Knots and Blessings

[HPS:] In our tradition, we honor those who have come before us, those we call our Elders. We respect them for the wisdom and knowledge they have acquired during their journey through life. At this time, we ask that the parents and grandparents of John and Niki come forward, to offer their blessings.

[As each Elder offers their blessings and advice, they tie a knot in the handfasting cord. Each knot represents a prayer for the couple's future life. This tradition, we are told, or one like it, is the origin of the Catholic rosary.]

Vows

[HPS:] Your marriage is intended to join you in a relationship so intimate and personal that it will change your whole beings. It offers you hope and indeed a promise of love that is true and mature, and a home that is a place of peace. To attain such love, you must commit yourselves freely and gladly.

Niki, will you love this man, And accept his love, Lean on him and uphold him, Share his sorrow and joy, Grow with him and learn from him?  He will be as the God to you. Will you respect and honor him as such?

[Bride:] All of this, I swear.

[HPS:] For how long?

[Bride:] For a year and a day,

for evermore, and as long as love shall last.

[HPS:] So mote it be.

[All respond:] So mote it be.

[HPS:] And you, John, will you love this woman, And accept her love, Lean on her and uphold her, Share her sorrow and joy, Grow with her and learn from her?  She will be as the Goddess to you.  Will you respect and honor her as such?

[Bridegroom:] All of this, I swear.

[HPS:] For how long?

[Bridegroom:] For a year and a day, for evermore, and as long as love shall last.

[HPS:] So mote it be.

[All respond:] So mote it be.

Exchange of Names

[HPS, to Bride:] What is your name?

[Bride:] Nicole Jane LeBoeuf, may the Gods hear.

[HPS:] Again, what name?

[Bride:] Nicole Jane LeBoeuf, may those around me hear.

[HPS:] Thrice: what is your name?

[Bride:] Nicole Jane LeBoeuf -- [to Bridegroom] and I give it to you.

[HPS, to Bridegroom:] What is your name?

[Bridegroom:] John Wayne Little, may the Gods hear.

[HPS:] Again, what name?

[Bridegroom:] John Wayne Little, may those around me hear.

[HPS:] Thrice: what is your name?

[Bridegroom:] John Wayne Little -- [to Bride] and I give it to you.

Rings

[HPS:] The circle is the symbol of the wheel of the year, the Sun, the Earth, and the Universe. It is the symbol of the Holiness, perfection and peace. These rings represent your unity in which your two lives are now joined in one unbroken circle, an enduring symbol of the promises which have been made.

[Bride and Groom, one after the other, give each other their rings, and say:]

In all our lives, May we be reborn in the same time, And at the same place, That we may meet and know, And remember, And love again.

The Handfasting

[The couple's right hands are bound together by a "love knot," using a yellow braid of ribbon.]

[Priestess:] A handfasting is a promise made by two people to be bound to each other through the tribulations of life. The tying of the sacred knot symbolizes their commitment to their union. The cord symbolizes the continuity of life: Two ends, each with its own character, are actually one. When they come together to be joined, they formally show us that they are committed to their love and friendship.

Let us pray: Gentle Goddess, Powerful God, attest the marriage of your children, sorrow for sorrow, and joy for joy. Bless them as they take one another to hand and heart at the setting of the sun and rising of the stars. As they join their hands, may they betroth their souls.

Cakes and Ale

[On the altar are a cake (made by a neighbor), a cake knife (given by the bride's grandmother), and two chalices (made by the bridegroom's mother) filled with red and white wine (given by the bride's parents). HPS explains to the audience the use and meaning of the athame, or ritual knife, in Wiccan practice, and declares the cake knife to be an athame for the duration of this ceremony.

[HPS brings the athame to point downward into the chalice bearing red wine, and says,] As the athame is to the chalice, so is man to woman, and so are you to each other: blessed in union of mind and heart, body and soul.

[Bride gives the Groom to drink of the white wine, and says,] May your life be filled with sweetness.

[Groom holds the red wine to the Bride's lips, and says,] May your life be filled with passion.

[One after the other, Bride and Groom feed each other a bit of cake and indulge in a bit of silliness. This is a great moment for cameras.]

The Marriage

[HPS:] I, on behalf of this company, in the presence of your friends and generations of your families here and beyond, do hereby state what cannot be by anyone granted: that you are now, in fact, Husband and Wife.

[Bride, Groom, and Witnesses sign the marriage license and certificate. Of course the Bride and Groom kiss.]

Closing Words and Prayer

[HPS:] No single event marks a marriage. A marriage is the freely chosen union of two persons. You have exchanged promises of love and visible symbols of your covenant. You have joined yourselves in a shared destiny.

We, your family and friends, have had the pleasure of accompanying you on the journey here. You arrived as two and leave as one. May you never want for light, love, plenty, or happiness. May you always find your way with each other.

Let us pray: Divine Mother, Resurrected Lord, send your blessings on Niki and John. May their home be a place of peace and may their days be good and long together. Blessed be.

Closing Invocations

[Groom:]  Hail to the East, Powers of Air.  We thank you for your presence and all that it brings. Our rite is ended.  Go now, and may we meet again.

[Priestess:] Hail to the South, Powers of Fire.  We thank you for your presence and all that it brings. Our rite is ended. Go now, and may we meet again.

[Bride's Witness:] Hail to the West, Powers of Water. We thank you for your presence and all that it brings. Our rite is ended. Go now, and may we meet again.

[Bride:] Hail to the East, Powers of Air.  We thank you for your presence and all that it brings. Our rite is ended.  Go now, and may we meet again.

[Couple finish off the ritual wine. Company adjourns for photos, etc.

Handfasting – Full Ceremonial Form

PLEASE NOTE: This ritual is based roughly upon the beautiful one that can be found in Ed Fitch's book "Magical Rites from the Crystal Well". The following is a standardized form for the full ceremonial handfasting. When in actual use, this ritual may be further embellished to suit the taste of couple to be joined.

Participants:

1.] High Priest 

2.] High Priestess 

3.] Bride

4.] Groom

5.] Caller of North

6.] Caller of West 

7.] Caller of South 

8.] Caller of East

Before the ceremony can begin, the area chosen is traditionally swept free of debris and negativity by the Maiden of the Broom, once done the ceremony commences.
High Priestess: With sword, starting at North, circling deosil, the parameter of the circle three times "Three times round, Once for the Daughter, Twice for the Crone, Thrice for the Mother, who sits on the throne."

High Priest: Announced in strong Voice I humbly ask the attendance of the Elementals of life!

Caller of East: Said in strong voice, whilst pouring water into a bowl "Welcome, O'powers of Water! Bless this couple with a love as deep as any ocean! May richness of body, of soul and of spirit be theirs ever more!  places bowl at eastern point of the circle, bows & retires

Caller of South: Said in Strong Voice, whilst lighting a red candle "Welcome, O'powers of Fire! Ignite the Passion and the Love for this blessed pair. Ever burning, yet never consuming one or the other!" places candle at southern point of circle, bows & retires

Caller of West: Said in Strong Voice, whilst igniting incense in censer "Welcome, O'powers of Air! With clever fingers weave tightly the bonds of Heart, Spirit and Love between these two! Let none undo the fabric of their love!  Places censer at western point of circle, bows & retires

Caller of North: Said in Strong Voice, whilst filling bowl with soil "Welcome, O'powers of Earth! Bless this man, this woman with thy strength and wisdom. To be theirs as long as love lasts!" places bowl at northern point of circle, bows and retires

Callers, East, South, West & North : Said in Strong Voice, in Unison "Gracious Goddess, Gentle God, Grant this blessed pair thy love and protection."

"Blessed Be!"

High Priest: In strong voice "Who comes forth at this time to petition the Lord and Lady's Attention?"

Caller of East: Said as caller draws bride into the circle "This Lady,"

Caller of West: Said as caller draws groom into circle "and this Man."

High Priestess: Said in Strong Voice "And their reason?"

Couple to be joined: In unison "For the beauty of love!"

High Priest: In strong voice, standing before altar, taking man's right hand and woman's left hand. "We gather here this night/day in a ritual of love. You, ___Bride's_Name___ and Thee, ___(Groom's_Name___ stand here before your friends, the elements, the Lord and Lady to join together as the beginning of a family. For before there can be three, there must be two."

High Priestess: Joining couple's hands, with them facing each other 

"___Groom's_Name___, what do you have to offer this woman for her love?"

Groom: Groom gets down on one knee "I present to her my love and my pledge. May I never knowingly or willingly do such a thing to harm, nor grieve, her in any form or fashion. Accept this my athame, as a token of my trust. Like its blade, may my love be as strong. Like its metal may our love be enduring. Accept it my love, for that which is mine is yours."

Bride: Said in Strong Voice: My Love, I accept your pledge, and your love, as I accept thy blade. Know what is in my heart, as I know what is in thine. The magic of my will, of my love, shall ever be thine.

HIGH PRIEST: Said in Strong Voice:  "___Bride's_Name___, and what do offer in return for the love of this man?"

Bride: Said in Strong Voice I present to him my love and this pledge. May I never knowingly or willingly do such a thing to harm, nor grieve, him in any form or fashion. Accept this, my jewel, my treasure, as a token of my trust. Just as its bright gleam, may our love glow. Like the stone that it is its essence, may our love be as enduring. Accept it my love, for that which is mine is yours.

Groom: Said in Strong Voice My Love, I accept your pledge and your love, as I accept thy jewel. Know what is in my heart, as I know what is in thine. The magic of my will, of my love, shall ever be thine.

High Priest: Binds couple's right hands in the traditional manner, In strong voice "May the Lord and Lady smile upon this union, and bless this couple with health and prosperity!"

High Priestess: In strong voice May neither take advantage of the other. For remember what one may not provide, the other may!

High Priest: Placing wedding bands on the fingers of the couple. In Strong Voice. "Your Vows have now been heard by all. These rings, like your vows, are without beginning or end. Now placed, they represent a seal of your love and respect for each other."

Offering Chalice to couple to drink from. In Strong Voice. "This is your first drink together as man and wife. May you never thirst."

High Priestess: Offering Bread to couple to eat from. In Strong Voice. "This is your first food together as man and wife. May you never hunger."

High Priest: High Priest positions the besom. "This will be your first act of working together as Husband and Wife."

High Priest & Priestess lead the couple to jump the broom.

High Priest: Removes binding and holds it overhead. In strong voice "I present to you Mrs.___Bride's_Name___ and her Husband, ___Groom's_Name___."

High Priestess: In strong voice We thank the elementals of life for their attendance this day/night and ask they go forth and herald this union.

Caller of East: In strong voice, raising bowl overhead Hail o'powers of water! Thank thee for thy attention! Sally forth and announce to all this union!

Caller of South: In strong voice, raising candle overhead Hail o'powers of fire! Thank thee for thy attention! Sally forth and announce to all this union!

Caller of West: In strong voice, raising censer overhead Hail o'powers of air! Thank thee for thy attention! Sally forth and announce to all this union!

Caller of North: In strong voice, raising bowl of earth Hail o'powers of earth! Thank thee for the attention! Sally forth and announce to all this union!

High Priestess: With sword, starting at north, circling widdershins the parameter of the circle three times Three Times Round, Once for the daughter, Twice for the crone, Thrice for the mother who sits upon the throne!

Handfastings

My friends keep asking me "What's a handfasting?". Well to sum it up in one sentence, it's just like a wedding. Though in the traditional sense, a wedding lasts forever. A handfasting commonly only lasts a year and a day. It can be legally binding, or not. It can also be merely a personal commitment. I've written a few in my day, and I even performed one in Holland while out about on that Tour of mine I've hinted about. I'm enclosing two that I wrote. One is a mix of Buckland, the Farrar's, and Starhawk. The other, as far as I remember, was almost entirely from my head.

I enjoy writing rituals and commonly am requested to write specific rituals by friends. My main joy is writing these handfastings.  I currently have my 'ultimate' handfasting which I hope someday (should I have the misfortune to find someone that can put up with me) to use for my own wedding. So.... enjoy!
My First (writing of a) Handfasting

Personal note. The couple involved are named throughout the ritual. I just didn't feel like changing all the names. For you

newbies or mundanes, HP stands for High Priest and HPS for High Priestess. The Circle is outlined around the edges with pine boughs. The four quarters are marked by flowers mounted at the top of poles held by the four gate keepers. The altar is bedecked with flowers as well. It is set at the East near the edge of the circle so people can make a circle around the couple.  Keep one gate open in the South-East., with pine on hand to close it. The broomstick can be kept near the altar. The rings should be placed there as well. Everyone can enter followed by the couple. The Goddess and God are not yet invoked. The HP and HPS leads the couple in, and the circle is sealed. The quarters are not invoked, but summoned to observe by the four guardians.
HP: All gather to this Circle cast. Come faeries, spirits, and creatures of the wood. May the Goddess and God shine their love within this circle. Fill your hearts with love as there are two in our midst who seek the bond of Handfasting. Let them be named and brought forward

HPS: Gerard is the man and Hillary is the woman. May we all bid them hail and welcome.

Everyone: Hail and welcome!

BRIDE stands before HP and GROOM stands before HPS

HP:(to BRIDE) Are you Hillary?

BRIDE: I am.

HP: What is your desire?

BRIDE: To be joined with Gerard in the presence of the Gods and our friends.

HP puts head dress on BRIDE and kisses her lips.

HP: I welcome you with joy.

HPS: (to GROOM) Are you Gerard?

GROOM: I am.

HPS: And what is your desire?

GROOM: To be joined with Hillary in the presence of the Gods and our friends.

HPS puts head dress on GROOM and kisses his lips.

HPS: I welcome you with joy.

The four representations of the elements should be present on the altar.

The HPS picks up the wand :

HPS: The wand that I hold is the symbol of Air. Know and remember that this is the element of Life, of intelligence, of the inspiration which moves us onward. By this wand of Air, we bring to your Handfasting the power of mind. REPLACE wand on alter.

HP picks up sword:

HP: The sword that I hold is the symbol of fire. Know and remember that this is the element of Light, of energy, of the vitality that sustains us. By this sword of fire, we bring to your Handfasting the power of Will!

HP lays down sword and HPS picks up chalice:

HPS: The chalice I hold is the symbol of water. Know and remember that this is the element of love, of growth, of the womb of the Great Mother. By this chalice of water we bring to your Handfasting the power of Desire.

HPS lays down chalice and HP pick up pentacle.

HP: The pentacle I hold is the symbol of Earth. Know and remember that this is the element of Law, of endurance, of the understanding that can never be shaken. By this pentacle of Earth we bring to your Handfasting the power of the steadfast.

HP sets pentacle down on altar.

HPS: Listen to the words of the Great Goddess..."I who am the beauty of the green earth, and the white Moon among the stars, and the mystery of the waters, and the desire of the heart of man, call unto thy soul.  Arise, and come unto me. For I am the soul of nature, who gives life to the universe. From me all things proceed, and unto me all things much return; and before my face, beloved of Gods and of men, let thine innermost divine self be enfolded in the rapture of the infinite. Let my worship be within the heart that rejoices; for behold, all acts of love and pleasure are my rituals. And therefore let there be beauty and strength, power and compassion, honor and humility, mirth and reverence within you. And thou who think to seek for me, know thy seeking and yearning shall avail thee not unless thou knowest the mystery; that if that which thou seekest thou findest not within thee, thou wilt never find it without thee. For behold, I have been with thee from the beginning; and I am that which is attained at the end of desire."

HP: Listen to the words of the God...(pulled from 13 Lessons of Merlin, Song of Talisan I think)

"I am a wind of the sea.

I am a wave of the sea.

I am a sound of the sea.

I am a stag of seven tines.

I am a hawk upon a cliff

I am a ray of the sun...

I am the fairest among flowers.

I am a savage boar in valor

I am a salmon in a pool...

I am a lake upon a plain.

I am a hill of poetry

I am a spear point in battle.

I am a god who kindles fire in the head.

Who but I can unfold the secrets of the unhewn dolmen?  Who but I make known the ages of the moon? Who but I can show the secret resting place of the sun?"

HPS: Lord and Lady, here before you stand two who wish to be joined in Handfasting. Witness now that which they have to declare.

Bride and groom face each other

HPS turns to GROOM and says:

HPS: Repeat after me... By seed and root, by bud and stem

GROOM: By seed and root, by bud and stem

HPS: By leaf and flower and fruit

GROOM: By leaf and flower and fruit

HPS: By life and love and before the Gods.

GROOM: By life and love and before the Gods.

HPS: I, Gerard, take you Hillary

GROOM: I, Gerard, take you Hillary

HPS: To my hand, my heart, and my spirit

GROOM: To my hand, my heart, and my spirit

HPS: At the setting of the sun, and the rising of the stars.

GROOM: At the setting of the sun, and the rising of the stars

HPS: Nor shall death part us

GROOM: Nor shall death part us

HPS: For in the fullness of time, we shall be born again

GROOM: For in the fullness of time, we shall be born again

HPS: At the same time and the same place as each other.

GROOM: At the same time and the same place as each other.

HPS: And we shall meet, and know and remember and love again.

GROOM: And we shall meet, and know and remember and love again.

HP turns to BRIDE and says:

HP: Repeat after me... By seed and root, by bud and stem

BRIDE: By seed and root, by bud and stem

HP: By leaf and flower and fruit

BRIDE: By leaf and flower and fruit

HP: By life and love in the name of the Goddess

BRIDE: By life and love in the name of the Goddess

HP: I, Hillary, take you Gerard

BRIDE: I, Hillary, take you Gerard

HP: To my hand, my heart, and my spirit

BRIDE: To my hand, my heart, and my spirit

HP: At the setting of the sun, and the rising of the stars.

BRIDE: At the setting of the sun, and the rising of the stars

HP: Nor shall death part us

BRIDE: Nor shall death part us

HP: For in the fullness of time, we shall be born again

BRIDE: For in the fullness of time, we shall be born again

HP: At the same time and the same place as each other.

BRIDE: At the same time and the same place as each other.

HP: And we shall meet, and know and remember and love again.

BRIDE: And we shall meet, and know and remember and love again.

HPS takes up [rings] and hands the BRIDE'S to the GROOM, and the GROOM'S to the BRIDE.

HPS: [speech] (for these two spots I let the two officiating say what they will. I didn't note what was actually said at the time. Oh well. Sue me.)

HP: [speech]

HPS: "Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for each other. Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to each other. Now there will be no loneliness, for each of you will be companion to the other. 

Now you are two persons, but there is one life before you. Go now to your dwelling to enter into the days of your life together, and may your days be good and long on the Earth." In the name of the Goddess and God, the elements of Nature, and the power of love.... So mote it be!

Everyone: So mote it be!

BRIDE and GROOM exchange rings and kiss. Then kiss HP and HPS. Then move around circle and exchange kisses with everyone. Jumping of broomstick. Then wine and bread is consecrated, and toasts are made.

Goddess and God are thanks before ending circle. Music and festivities to follow.

Handfasting 

Preparation

Long ribbon or soft rope (~ 3 feet) Vows to exchange (written by the couple) Small gifts (or rings) to be exchanged by the couple. 5 rose candles (Quarter and god candle (god candle can be red)) 1 white candle (Goddess candle) Gifts from the coveners/guests for the couple.

Ritual

Cast the circle normally.  Invoke the Goddess and God normally, or as below.
HPriest: We call upon you in the guise of Eros, Kindler of desire, Bringer of love, to join us here and witness the bonding of <name> and <name>.

HPriestess: We call upon you in the guise of Aphrodite, Always desirous one, Sensual lover, to join us here and witness the joining of <name> and <name>.

Grounding meditation

The HPriest and HPriestess motion the two people to be handfasted to join them before the altar.

Couple faces the altar.

HPriest: (to one of the couple, the female if the couple are of opposite gender) Do you <name> join us here of your own free will, to acknowledge before the Lord and Lady the bond that is shared between yourself and <other-name>.

Person1: (responds (hopefully this will be a yes :) if not, go to closing).

HPriestess asks the other the same thing and gets response.

Couple turn to face each other and join their left hands.

Each now recites the vows they have prepared.

HPriest: (taking the joined left hands, and the rope) Here before witnesses, <name> and <name> have sworn vows to each other. With this cord, I bind them to the vows that they each have made. (wrap the cord loosely around both arms) However this binding is not tied, so that neither is restricted by the other, and the binding is only enforced by both their wills.

Couple: (turning to face each other, in unison)

Heart to thee,

Soul to thee,

Body to thee,

Forever and always,

So mote it be.

Coven: So mote it be.

Couple unbind their left arms.

Couple exchange the gifts they have brought for each other. Coven members and guests give couple good wishes and/or gifts.

Great rite and Cakes and Ale.

Bid farewell to God and Goddess as usual, or as below.

HPriestess: We thank you Aphrodite, for your presence among us, And as you take your leave, we ask that you leave among us, in each of us, the ability to each be Sensual lover, and desirous one.

Hail and farewell

HPriest: We thank you Eros, for your presence here this day, And ask, as you take your leave, that you leave in each of us, the ability to be a Bringer of  desire, and kindler of love.   Hail and farewell.

Dismiss the Quarters, and open the circle. Relax, talk, and party!

Handfasting Ritual of LadySong and Lord CloudFire

Blessings we bring to the Standing Stone of the East Guardian of air Come, enter into this Sacred Circle For today we celebrate the joining of two into one We ask you to lend your powers of air to breathe your wisdom into this union Bless and refresh our hearts, our homes, our lives and this Sacred Circle

Blessings we bring to the Standing Stone of the South Guardian of fire Come, enter into this Sacred Circle For today we celebrate the joining of two into one We ask you to lend your powers of Fire to bring creativity and passion into this union Bless and warm our hearts, our homes, our lives and this Sacred Circle

Blessings we bring to the Standing Stone of the West Guardian of Water Come, enter into this Sacred Circle For today we celebrate the joining of two into one We ask you to lend your powers of water To bring tranquillity and purity into this union Bless and cleanse our hearts, our homes, our lives and this Sacred Circle

Blessings we bring to the Standing Stone of the North Guardian of Earth Come, enter into this Sacred Circle For today we celebrate the joining of two into one We ask you to lend your powers of earth To nurture and lend a firm foundation to this union Bless and protect our hearts, our homes, our lives and this Sacred Circle

Blessings and honor we bring to thee Great Lord Thou her Sacred Companion Forever following the ever turning wheel You are the newborn Sun Born from the darkness of Winter Bringing your light and playfulness back to the world Greeting the return of Spring You are the Lord of the Sun, the Oak King Consort of the Goddess Warming the Earth, your Bride Protector of Nature Avenger of wrongs You are the Holly King In your maturity of life In your death do you give your seed to create life anew in the womb of your beloved We call thee, Lord of the Dance to this Sacred Circle to bless this union which takes place here before you Know these two as they come together Just as you come to your bride and companion Let their union be as blessed as your own with the sacred Mother In this place which is not a place where time does not exist Bless these rites which are performed in your honor That they may bring peace and love to all and harm to none

Blessings and Honor we bring to thee, Great Goddess, Lady of many names, Lunar Goddess, Bright Light of All, The Earth is your body, The Air, your breath, The Fire of your spirit does draw near, The Water, your blood which gives us life. 

You are Maiden, Wild, powerful, beautiful spirit, Forever untamed and unpenetrated.  You are Mother, Sensual, alluring, Pregnant, nurturing, Sacred womb which bore us all You are Crone, Old, Wise, Powerful

Standing strong at the gate of Death, We call Thee, Lady of the Dance, to this Sacred Circle, Know these two as they come together, Just as you come to your groom and companion, Let their union be as blessed as your own with the Lord of the Sun in this place that is not a place where time does not exist Bless these rites which are performed in your honor That they may bring peace and love to all and harm to none

This Sacred Circle is now Cast.  A place which is not a place. In a time where there is no time, here may we ever be under your protection.  Lord and Lady of the Dance May you bless this union that is now formed in your presence Let none enter into this Sacred Circle, Save those who may enter into the presence of the God and Goddess, Bearing no wish for harm and of free will.

May the will of the Divine be done this night.  As the Goddess so bid, we say these words, I will love, and harm none, I will live, love, die, and live again. I will meet, remember, know and embrace once more. For the free will of All, and with harm to None As we will, It is now done, SO MOTE IT BE!

Priestess: Blessed Be to all who assemble here

Priest: Tonight we gather here to celebrate the love Of two individuals.

Priestess: Long have they been apart Ever searching for the other.

Priest: Two halves longing to be whole.

Priestess: Finally they found each other And a year ago made a commitment To share the rest of their lives together

Priest: Today they come to share that Commitment before those assembled

Priestess: Before the Goddess

Priest: Before the God

Both: Before the world

Priest: Let us take a moment to join with them in their Joy and love

Priestess: Let us be one in heart and purpose

Circle: So Mote It Be!

Priest and Priestess walk clockwise around the circle. Priest stops in front of the North East Quarter, Priestess stops in front of the North West Quarter where the Groom is standing.

Priest: Who seeks to enter this sacred circle?

Groom: I do

Priest: For what purpose do you seek to enter?

Groom: (Using his own words, he describes that he Wishes to get handfasted to Bride before The God and Goddess)

Priest: Do you seek to enter into this union as you Enter the circle, in perfect love and perfect Trust, ever seeking the free will of the Other, and without harm?

Groom: I do.

Priest: Then enter this circle and this union with Perfect love and perfect trust in your heart.

Priest accepts Groom into the circle with a hug and stands at the edge of the circle waiting for Bride to enter the circle.

Priestess: Who seeks to enter this sacred circle?

Bride: I do

Priestess: For what purpose do you seek to enter?

Bride: (Using her own words, she says that she Wishes to get handfasted to Groom before The God and Goddess)

Priestess: Do you seek to enter into this union as you Enter the circle, in perfect love and perfect Trust, ever seeking the free will of the Other, and without harm?

Bride: I do.

Priestess: Then enter this circle and this union with Perfect love and perfect trust in your heart.

Priestess welcomes Bride into the circle with a hug, and stands inside the circle at the point of entrance then at the same moment the priestess and the Priest walk back to the altar, as Bride and Groom walk around the circle to meet at the south quarter. There they join hands and walk up to the Priest and Priestess at the altar.

Bride: Great Goddess, Maiden of the dancing waves, And glittering stars, Mother from whose Womb all life was birthed, Wise woman of secrets and universal mysteries; You who are all things to all women Full of the exuberance and vitality of youth, The tender compassion of womanhood, The wisdom of great age You who dwell within all women, Be with me now and with my lover, As we are joined together in love.

(Bride lights white candle on the altar)

Groom: Great God, Horned One of the forests and Wild places, Lord of the Sun, Bringer of Warmth and light; You who run with the swift stag, Soar with the birds in the sky And protect all the Mother's children; You who are born of the Goddess, Her lover and Her son, as are all men; Be with me now, and with my lover, As we are joined together in love.

(Groom lights red candle on the altar)

Priestess: (Takes broom and walks around Groom and Bride, sweeping the air) By the powers of  the Goddess and God, I hereby sweep away all your past hurts. Let all the bad experiences which have in the past troubled you in love or made it difficult to trust be swept away.  Release the past and go forward into a bright future together.

Priest: Till now, you have been as these candles, Each shining your light, but two Beings light now the third candle This is as you are now once separate, now bound together in love and commitment.

Priestess: (Picks up the ring bag from the altar, Removing the rings from the bag, holds Them up in front of her) Let these rings symbolize your love, which does honor to the Goddess and the God and is in harmony with their ways, which like the circle has no beginning and no end. (hands the rings to Groom and Bride)

(Bride and Groom take the rings and say the vows which they have written as they place the rings on the other's finger)

Priest: (Picking up the cord, he sprinkles over it a Bit of salt) May this union be blessed by the Powers of the Earth.

Priestess: (Taking the cord from the Priest, she Passes it through the incense smoke) May this union be blessed by the Powers of The Air.

Priest: (Taking the cord from the Priestess, he Passes it over the single candle flame) May this union be blessed by the Powers of The Fire.

Priestess: (Taking the cord from the Priest, she Sprinkles a bit of water over it) May this Union be blessed by the Powers of the Water.

Priestess stands in place, Priest goes outside the circle and gets Groom's Mother and brings her into the circle in front of and facing Groom and Bride. Priestess hands her the chord.

Mother: (Says a few words of her own, then as she is Placing the cord around the hands of Bride And Groom, she says the following) 

May you be ever joined as one, happy and together before all you come to meet and know, and before the Divine.

Priest escorts Mother outside the circle, then returns before the altar. Priest then takes the bound hands of Bride and Groom and leads them to the East.

Priest: Guardian of the East, what gift and wisdom Do you bring to this couple?

East: Blessed Be. The gift that I bring to you is The gift of air, symbolized in this incense.

As this incense passes over you remember ever the lesson of the East, that of communication and of wisdom. Remember that every successful marriage requires that you ever keep communication open and free between you and to ever temper your words and actions with wisdom.

Priest leads Bride and Groom to the South.

Priest: Guardian of the South, what gift and

Wisdom do you bring to this couple?

South: Blessed Be. The gift that I bring to you is The gift of fire, symbolized in this apple.  The apple is a fruit of balance and of passion.  As you eat of this apple, remember ever the lesson of the South, that of passion and romance.  Remember that a successful marriage requires you to keep passion and romance a daily part of your relationship.

Priest leads Bride and Groom to the West.

Priest: Guardian of the West, what gift and Wisdom do you bring to this couple?

West: Blessed Be. The gift that I bring to you is The gift of water, symbolized in this wine. As you drink this wine, remember the lesson of the West, that of sensuality and emotions. Remember that a successful marriage requires fluidity in your emotions, sharing them freely between one another, and of sensuality, that love often takes a more gentle touch.

Priest leads Bride and Groom to the North.

Priest: Guardian of the North, what gift and Wisdom do you bring to this couple?

North: Blessed Be. The gift that I bring to you is The gift of earth, symbolized in this bread. As you eat of this bread, remember the lesson of the North, that of foundation, and of growth. Remember that a successful marriage requires constant growth, ever changing and adapting to the needs of the other, and a firm foundation of lasting love and friendship between the two of you.

Priest leads Bride and Groom clockwise around to the side of the altar facing the North, then turns to face them.

Priest: Thus have you entered your life together. Ever remember the lessons you have Heard here as well as the joy you have now for each other. You have now made promises before each other, to one another, and before the God and Goddess. You are now one in their sight. Blessed Be and may your union be lasting throughout this life and those to follow.

Priestess: This is but the beginning of your Lives together. You have promised your Love to one another for the rest of your life before the Lord and the Lady, yet we must meet again next year to renew these vows before them, and also before the legal establishments of this land. We shall all see you then! Until then, rejoice in your new lives!

A Handfasting In Holland

This following ritual was written by me for my good Aussi friend Donna and her (now official) Dutch husband Peter. How THEY met is an entire story of its own. Maybe I should write about that too.... But anyways.... This is also the first handfasting that I'd written that I also officiate at. Donna and Peter Holland, July 1996

Setting: circle, Donna and Peter on opposite sides. Blindfolded and escorted by friends. Filled chalice on 'alter' at base of tree. D & P are escorted by escorts and HPS to their respective place in the circle first, then followed by assorted guests.
HPS: All that are gathered to this circle, may your hearts be filled with love. For there are two among us who seek the bond of handfasting. Let them be brought forward and named.

D's Escort: Here before you stands Donna, seeking to be joined with this man.

P's Escort: Here before you stands Peter, seeking to be joined with this woman.

HPS: Are you Donna?

D: I am.

HPS: And do you wish to be joined in handfasting with this man so named Peter for so long as your love may last?

D: I do.

HPS: Then let the light of the sun, moons and stars shine down upon you. (remove blindfold) I welcome you with joy.

HPS: Are you Peter?

P: I am.

HPS: And do you wish to be joined in handfasting with this woman so named Donna for so long as your love may last?

P: I do.

HPS: Then let the light of the sun, moon, and stars shine down upon you. (remove the blindfold) I welcome you with joy.

HPS: The best reason for a woman to love a man or a man to love a woman is simply because they love one another. Without rhyme or reason, because the stars will it, the earth fulfills it, and their hand is of the right size to hold the other's heart in its hollow. Born an ocean apart, yet brought together by fate, today, Donna and Peter are to be joined by their love. And may this love sustain them when they are once again separated by the sea. Love has no other wish but to fulfill itself. But if you love, and must needs have desires, then let these be those desires. To melt and be like a running brook that sings its melody to the night. To know the pain of too much tenderness. To be wounded by your own understanding of love. To wake at dawn with a winged heart and give thanks for another day of loving. To rest at the noon hour and meditate upon the ecstasy of your joining. To return home at eventide with gratitude and then to sleep with a prayer for your beloved in your heart and a song of praise upon your lips. Donna and Peter have asked us here today to witness their union and bestow upon them your best wishes and blessings for when they are together and when they are apart. With this shared chalice, let us extend our blessings to them. (pass chalice around, P&D the last) Now, let us hear the words they have chosen to speak to one another.

D: I stand beneath the sky and upon the earth to pledge my love to you. This is nothing new for you, as you have heard me say 'I love you' so many times before. What makes this pledge different is that I pronounce it here to you, witnessed by our friends and strengthened by the forces and energies around us. I vow to love you, to care for you, weep with you, and share with you my soul. I vow to hear you, support you, laugh with you, and learn from you. And though we physically may be far, I vow always to be near you.

P: Some time ago we promised each other to express our love for one another through a handfasting. Today the time of the handfasting has come. We are here amongst friends and watched over by the sun, moon, stars, earth, and this beautiful old tree to pledge our love for each other. No matter how far apart we may ever be, I promise to listen to you, to understand you, to be there for you, to care for you, but most of all to love you.

(after each speech, rings are exchanged) Let them now be joined... (escorts bind the hands as prayer is read)

"Now you shall feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for each other. Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to each other. Now there will be no loneliness, for each of you will be companion to the other. Go now to your dwelling to enter into the days of your life together, and may your days be good and long on the Earth."

HPS: Donna and Peter now stand before the Gate of Possibilities, the gossamer bridge between past, present and future. We have come together, single stars floating in the darkness, as one, to shine down upon this couple with the strength of a million suns.

As you clasp hands,  You forge a link,  That cannot be broken, As long as your caring is constant.  The circle closes, Hands like a scale, One on One, Balancing each other's love, Against the weight of the sun. Together as long as love shall last

They will share this bond with one another. Now you may seal your souls with a kiss.

A Pagan Handfasting That Wouldn’t Offend Aunt Hattie

By She-Wolf

Suitable for adaptation, spindling, folding and mutilating to fit many occasions, including same-gender unions. This is written for a chapel service, but may be beautifully adapted for a grove or other outdoor site. A rehearsal is essential, at least for the handfasting and blessing of wine and cake, since it could get confusing. 

Before the rite begins and the Bride is dressed, the priest (P), priestess (PS), bride (B), and groom (G), privately bless and charge the rings. These are then placed on a wand (or perhaps in a shallow bowl for two-female handfasting). A cord is loosely wrapped around the wand. The rings will be carried by the Ring-Bearer.

Mother, bride and attendants prepare in one room. This may include a women's blessing of advice and good wishes. The groom and men prepare in another room and do likewise.

While all are preparing, and before anyone is allowed into the chapel, grove, etc., the P&PS bless salt and water, bless fire and air, join the elements, cast the circle. While the guests are seated by the ushers, the P&PS quietly call the quarters, lighting the candles (there are great candelabras available for this from wedding rental places). P&PS return to the altar. When all are seated, the ring-bearer enters, hands the wand and rings to the PS. The maidens and groomsmen enter, then the groom, and finally the bride (with her father, if she likes, alone, otherwise) [In same-gender unions, I would recommend the couple enter together, or if their parents attend them, the eldest should enter first.] When all have entered, the Warden or an usher should discretely close the circle portal with flowers, sealing the circle.
Begin with a prayer of invocation to the God and Goddess. If you use names, I'd recommend Deities appropriate to weddings

(seems obvious, but...)

P&PS each hold an end of the wand with the rings.

PS: "We are gathered in this sacred place to join this man and this woman, life to life and spirit to spirit."

P: "Place your right hands over this wand and your rings, his hand over hers."

P: "Is it your wish (B's name) to become one with this man?" (B answers)

PS: "Is it your wish (G's name) to become one with this woman?" (G answers)

P: "If any would ask why these two should not be joined, let them stand before the Gods and those assembled here and speak

now."

North voice: "I would speak. Do you have the means to support yourselves and to provide for your worldly needs?"

PS: "Do you?"

Couple: "We do."

West voice: "I would speak. Do you love one another? Do you like one another?"

P: "Do you?"

Couple: "We do."

South voice: "I would speak. Do you have the will to argue, if you must, to air your problems, then stand together against adversity?"

PS: "Do you?"

Couple: "We do."

East voice: "I would speak. Do you share your thoughts and ideas, burdens and dreams?"

P: "Do you?"

Couple: "We do." A pause follows.

PS: "All challenges have been answered; let the rite proceed."

(This challenge is widdershins to banish all doubts and obstacles.)

P: "Do you (B's name) take (G's name) to be your husband, in the sight of the Gods and all here assembled?" B: "I do."

PS:"Do you (G's name) take (B's name) to be your wife, in the sight of the Gods and all here assembled?" G: "I do."

P takes cord from the wand (handing it to the PS), removes the rings and gives each the other's ring. PS at this time may say a

word about the symbolism of the ring and perhaps mention the ring in which the rite is taking place.

G then says his vows as he places the B's ring on her finger.

B says her vows as she places the G's ring on his finger.

(People nowdays often write their own vows, so I'll not add any here. "With this ring I thee wed, to have and hold, " etc. is the old style.)

The wand is given to the G and the chalice from the altar to the B. He blesses the wine. B gives G a sip of wine, takes a sip herself. P takes the wine. B takes the wand, PS gives the G the cake from the altar. The cake is blessed. G gives bride a piece of cake, takes a piece himself. (P&PS may take and receive wine and cake from one another also if so desired but it's not necessary.)

P: "Place your hands again upon the wand."

P: using the cord, the P binds the hands very loosely: "As your hands are bound together now, so your lives and spirits are joined in a union of joy, love, trust, and mutual support."

PS: "As the Goddess and the God and those within this circle are witness to this rite, I now proclaim you are husband and wife, thus are your hands fasted, two are now made one."

P: "You may seal your union with a kiss."

(P &PS may kiss the B&G, also, if everybody likes.) The P&PS may present the couple to those gathered, as is sometimes done.

Usher opens portal, Bride and Groom process out, followed by the attendants who may accompany parents and other honored guests. After all have left, P&PS thank the Gods, release the quarters, open the circle.

Feasting should follow, photographs should be taken, the broom jumped, rice should be thrown, and everybody should have a wonderful time.

HandFasting

[The following wedding ceremony was written to provide for Pagans who must of necessity be wed in the presence of the uninitiated who are not pagan and are perhaps unaware that the bride and groom are pagan. Replace the words Bride and Groom below with the names of the happy couple. This ceremony was used by both my wife and myself and by my sister and her husband. They modified the text at the point below where it says "loving each other wholly and completely" to add the phrase "forsaking all others" as they are into monogamy. Either version works beautifully, I recommend the participants rewrite where necessary to form a legal contract that they can and will keep. It is easy to avoid being an oathbreaker if you only swear to that that you will keep and avoid swearing to something just because the other party wants it or because it might be "expected" by the family. Notice: parts of this ritual were cribbed from the writings of others. I apologize in advance for failure to reference sources but after the fifteenth rewrite we had forgotten where we got the text and what was and what was not original to us. I doubt if there are quotes from other sources longer than paragraph length and thus should not be a copyright problem. If you see something that is yours, please send me mail and I will reference you in the future. Our thanks to those who paved the way. --Ryan Hunter]

[PRIEST] We have come together here in celebration of the joining together of ____bride___ and ___groom___. There are many things to say about marriage. Much wisdom concerning the joining together of two souls, has come our way through all paths of belief, and from many cultures. With each union, more knowledge is gained and more wisdom gathered. Though we are unable to give all this knowledge to these two, who stand before us, we can hope to leave with them the knowledge of love and its strengths and the anticipation of the wisdom that comes with time. The law of life is love unto all beings. Without love, life is nothing, without love, death has no redemption. Love is anterior to Life, posterior to Death, initial of Creation and the exponent of Earth. If we learn no more in life, let it be this.

Marriage is a bond to be entered into only after considerable thought and reflection. As with any aspect of life, it has its cycles, its ups and its downs, its trials and its triumphs. With full understanding of this, Groom and Bride have come here today to be joined as one in marriage.

Others would ask, at this time, who gives the bride in marriage, but, as a woman is not property to be bought and sold, given and taken, I ask simply if she comes of her own will and if she has her family's blessing.

Bride, is it true that you come of your own free will and accord?

[BRIDE] Yes, it is true.

[PRIEST] With whom do you come and whose blessings accompany you.

[FATHER] She comes with me, her father, and is accompanied by all of her family's blessings.

[PRIEST] Please join hands with your betrothed and listen to that which I am about to say.

Above you are the stars, below you are the stones, as time doth pass, remember...

Like a stone should your love be firm like a star should your love be constant. Let the powers of the mind and of the intellect guide you in your marriage, let the strength of your wills bind you together, let the power of love and desire make you happy, and the strength of your dedication make you inseparable. Be close, but not too close. Possess one another, yet be understanding. Have patience with one another, for storms will come, but they will pass quickly.

Be free in giving affection and warmth. Have no fear and let not the ways of the unenlightened give you unease, for God is with you always.

Groom, I have not the right to bind thee to Bride, only you have this right. If it be your wish, say so at this time and place your ring in her hand.

[GROOM] It is my wish.

[PRIEST] Bride, if it be your wish for Groom to be bound to you, place the ring on his finger. (places ring on Groom's left ring finger)

Bride I have not the right to bind thee to Groom only you have this right. If it be your wish, say so at this time and place your ring in his hand.

[BRIDE] It is my wish.

[PRIEST] Groom, if it be your wish for Bride to be bound to you, place the ring on her finger.(places ring on Bride's left ring finger)

(to Groom) Repeat after me: 

I, (grooms full name), in the name of the spirit of God that resides within us all, by the life that courses within my blood and the love that resides within my heart, take thee (bride's full name) to my hand, my heart, and my spirit, to be my chosen one. To desire thee and be desired by thee, to possess thee, and be possessed by thee, without sin or shame, for naught can exist in the purity of my love for thee. I promise to love thee wholly and completely without restraint, in sickness and in health, in plenty and in poverty, in life and beyond, where we shall meet, remember, and love again. I shall not seek to change thee in any way. I shall respect thee, thy beliefs, thy people, and thy ways as I respect myself.

(to Bride) I (bride's full name), in the name of the spirit of God that resides within us all, by the life that courses within my blood, and the love that resides within my heart, take thee, (Groom's full name) to my hand, my heart, and my spirit to be my chosen one. 

To desire and be desired by thee, to possess thee, and be possessed by thee, without sin or shame, for naught can exist in the purity of my love for thee. I promise to love thee wholly and completely without restraint, in sickness and in health, in plenty and in poverty, in life and beyond, where we shall meet, remember, and love again. I shall not seek to change thee in any way. I shall respect thee, thy beliefs, thy people, and thy ways as I respect myself.

[PRIEST] (hands chalice to the groom, saying:) May you drink your fill from the cup of love.

(Groom holds chalice to bride while she sips then bride takes chalice and holds it to groom while he sips. The chalice is then handed back to the Priest who sets it on the table. Next the Priest takes the plate of bread, giving it to the groom. Same procedure repeated with bread, groom feeding bride and bride feeding groom.)

By the power vested in me by God and the State of [name] I now pronounce you husband and wife. May your love so endure that its flame remains a guiding light unto you.

Handfasting Ritual

Preparation Long ribbon or soft rope (~ 3 feet) Vows to exchange (written by the couple) Small gifts (or rings) to be exchanged by the couple. 5 rose candles (Quarter and god candle (god candle can be red)) 1 white candle (Goddess candle) Gifts from the coveners/guests for the couple.

Ritual

Cast the circle normally.

Invoke the Goddess and God normally, or as below.
HPriest: We call upon you in the guise of Eros, Kindler of desire, Bringer of love, to join us here and witness the bonding of <name> and <name>.

HPriestess: We call upon you in the guise of Aphrodite, Always desirous one, Sensual lover, to join us here and witness the joining of <name> and <name>.

Grounding meditation.

The HPriest and HPriestess motion the two people to be handfasted, to join them before the altar.

Couple faces the altar.

HPriest: (to one of the couple, the female if the couple are of opposite gender) Do you <name> join us here of your own free will, to acknowledge before the Lord and Lady the bond that is shared between yourself and <other-name>.

Person1: (responds (hopefully this will be a yes :) if not, go to closing).

HPriestess asks the other the same thing and gets response.

Couple turn to face each other and join their left hands.

Each now recites the vows they have prepared.

HPriest: (taking the joined left hands, and the rope) Here before witnesses, <name> and <name> have sworn vows to each other. With this cord, I bind them to the vows that they each have made. (wrap the cord loosely around both arms) However this binding is not tied, so that neither is restricted by the other, and the binding is only enforced by both their wills.

Couple: (turning to face each other, in unison) Heart to thee, Soul to thee, Body to thee, Forever and always, So mote it be. 

Coven: So mote it be.

Couple unbind their left arms.

Couple exchange the gifts they have brought for each other. Coven members and guests give couple good wishes and/or gifts.

Great rite  of Cakes and Ale.
Bid farewell to God and Goddess as usual, or as below.

HPriestess: We thank you Aphrodite, for your presence among us, And as you take your leave, we ask that you leave among us, in each of us, the ability to each be Sensual lover, and desirous one. Hail and farewell.

HPriest: We thank you Eros, for your presence here this day, And ask, as you take your leave, that you leave in each of us, the ability to be a Bringer of desire, and kindler of love. Hail and farewell.

Dismiss the Quarters, and open the circle. Relax, talk, and party!

Handfasting

word for word, from "WiccaCraft for Families", by Margie McArthur.

In this ceremony, unlike many other Wiccan ceremonies, the Quarter calling begins in the North. Sven Coman-Luger, who wrote this ritual, works in the Norse tradition of paganism. He explains that the further north one goes (in terms of latitude) the less important the sunrise position of east becomes to one's world view. In the northern lands, north is the dominant direction. Also, the North Star, by which mariners have found their way for centuries, appears in the night sky in a relatively fixed position around which the rest of the sky appears to revolve; thus underscoring the importance of North to those whose lives were as intimately involved with seafaring as were the Scandinavians.

Participants: Priest, Priestess, Bride, Groom, officers of the East, South, West and North, two friends to serve as witnesses.

The altar is in the center of the circle. At each quarter station there is a cloth on the ground to serve as a resting place for the following items: East - cord and sword; South - dagger and keys; West - bread and goblet; North - rings.

A processional song or instrumental piece is played, during which all the participants proceed to the altar area. Priestess and Priest lead the procession followed by the officers of the directions, the witnesses and finally the bridal couple. All the quarter officers carry flowers which they lay on the ground in their quarter forming a gateway. Someone (a flower girl or boy) sprinkles flower petals around the perimeter of the circle.

PRIEST: "As friends and family of HIM and HER We welcome you here today. Come join in the celebration of this, The most mystical of unions between a man and a woman."

PRIESTESS: "For that which is truly eternal is a binding of life and love. It is more than just flesh to flesh, it is mind to mind, Feeling to feeling, soul to soul, in this world and the next. HIM and HER ask you to celebrate This joyous uniting with them now."

(pause)

PRIEST: "Many elements make up a marriage. Let them be called forth."

NORTH: "I am North, the symbol of the Earth. Know and remember that this is the element of law, Of endurance, of the understanding which can not be shaken. I bring to your wedding (I inserted handfasting here) the power of steadfastness."

EAST: "I am East, symbol of Air. Know and remember that this is the element of life, Of intelligence, of the inspiration which moves us onward. I bring to your wedding the power of mind."

SOUTH: "I am South, the symbol of Fire. Know and remember that this is the element of light,

Of energy, of the vigor which runs through our veins. I bring to your wedding the power of will."

WEST: "I am West, the symbol of Water. Know and remember that this is the element of love, Of growth, of the fruitfulness of the earth.  I bring to your wedding the power of desire."

PRIEST: "These two who are joined in love, now have the desire to make Their bond a matter of record, so that all the world And the society in which they live may witness it, And lend to them the support of their hearts and minds."

PRIESTESS: "For the thoughts which arise in the hearts of us all Are not mere fantasies, but real things; And each person who witnesses this marriage Creates a part of the structure which strengthens the bond Between these two who love each other."

PRIEST: "And so in token that this, your marriage, Is not just a casual joining, I ask that some member of your community speak for you."

WITNESS #1: "I,_____________, speaking as a friend of the bride, Declare that the groom shall henceforth be welcomed Into the community of our friends.  May our love and welcome strengthen the bond between them."

WITNESS #2: "I,_____________, speaking as a friend of the groom, Declare that the bride shall henceforth be welcomed Into the community of our friends. May our love and welcome strengthen the bond between them."

*Music or readings here if desired. Officer of the South steps forward.

PRIEST: "In ancient times it was a symbol of the love and trust A husband had for his wife that he would give to her Two gifts on this their wedding day: The keys of responsibility for his home and possessions; And a dagger to protect their home when he was away, And to stand at his side in the face of adversity. In recognition of this deep trust, HIM gives unto HER these two gifts."

*Officer of the South gives the keys and dagger to the groom who bestows them on the bride.

*Officer of the North steps forward with the rings and hands them to the Priestess.

PRIESTESS: "The exchange of rings is one of the deepest symbols of a marriage. It is a constant reminder, a shared touch Between a man and a woman. The circle is a symbol of the eternal. To give a ring to someone you love is to say That your love has no bounds and no end."

*She gives the rings to the bride and groom.

"This bond I draw between you: That though you are parted in mind or in body, There will be a call in the core of you, one to the other, That nothing and no one else will answer to. By the secrets of earth and water is this bond woven - Unbreakable, irrevocable; By the law that created fire and wind this call is set in you, In life and beyond life."

*The officer of the East steps forward and hands the cords to the Priest.

PRIEST: "Each of these cords is a symbol of your lives. Up until this moment you have been separate In thought, word and action."

*Ties cords.

"As these cords are tied together, your lives become intertwined.

*Bride and groom cross hands while Priest and Priestess tie their wrists.

"As the right hand is to the left hand, may you be forever one, Sharing in all things, at home and abroad, In love and in loyalty, for all time to come."

PRIESTESS: "HIM, repeat after me: By seed and root, by bud and stem, By leaf and flower and fruit, by life and love, In the name of the Gods, I, HIM, take thee, HER To my hand, my heart and my spirit."

PRIEST: "HER, repeat after me:  By seed and root, by bud and stem, By leaf and flower and fruit, by life and love, In the name of the Gods, I, HER, take thee, HIM To my hand, my heart and my spirit."

PRIEST OR PRIESTESS (or both):  "By the power vested in me (us), I now declare that you are husband and wife.

*Unties hands.

"Separate in fact; may you be joined in heart as in law. I bid you exchange a kiss."

*Hands cords to bride.

"May you be one forever."

*Officer of the West steps forward with bread and goblet, gives them to the Priest and Priestess.

PRIESTESS: "Drink now of this cup to seal the vows just spoken."

*Music or readings here and bread is passed around to all the guests.

"HIM and HER now bid you Share the bounty of their household by partaking of this bread. As each of you partake, add your blessing to this union, And send forth a wish to the winds."

PRIEST: "May the blessings of the Old Ones, the Shining Ones Be with you now and always.  Blessed be!"

*Recessional music begins and all participants leave in reverse order of entrance.

Handfasting Ritual

Preparation:- Long ribbon or soft rope (~ 3 feet) Vows to exchange (written by the couple) Small gifts (or rings) to be exchanged by the couple. 5 rose candles (Quarter and god candle (god candle can be red)) 1 white candle (Goddess candle) Gifts from the coveners and guests for the couple. Ritual Cast the circle normally. Invoke the Goddess and God normally, or as below. 

HPriest: We call upon you in the guise of Eros, Kindler of desire, Bringer of love, to join us here and witness the bonding of ___and___.

HPriestess: We call upon you in the guise of Aphrodite, Always desirous one, Sensual lover, to join us here and witness the joining of ___and___ Grounding meditation. 

The HPriest and HPriestess motion the two people to be handfasted to join them before the altar. Couple faces the altar. 

HPriest: (to one of the couple, the female if the couple are of opposite gender) Do you join us here of your own free will, to acknowledge before the Lord and Lady the bond that is shared between yourself and ___. 

Person1: (responds (hopefully this will be a yes :) if not, go to closing). 

HPriestess asks the other the same thing and gets response. Couple turn to face each other and join their left hands. Each now recites the vows they have prepared. 

HPriest: (taking the joined left hands, and the rope) Here before witnesses, and have sworn vows to each other. With this cord, I bind them to the vows that they each have made. (wrap the cord loosely around both arms) However this binding is not tied, so that neither is restricted by the other, and the binding is only enforced by both their wills. 

Couple: (turning to face each other, in unison) Heart to thee, Soul to thee, Body to thee, Forever and always, So mote it be. 

Coven: So mote it be. Couple unbind their left arms. Couple exchange the gifts they have brought for each other. Coven members and guests give couple good wishes and/or gifts. 

Great Rite of and Cakes and Ale
Bid farewell to God and Goddess as usual, or as below.

HPriestess: We thank you Aphrodite, for your presence among us, And as you take your leave, we ask that you leave among us, in each of us, the ability to each be Sensual lover, and desirous one. Hail and farewell. 

HPriest: We thank you Eros, for your presence here this day, And ask, as you take your leave, that you leave in each of us, the ability to be a Bringer of desire, and kindler of love. Hail and farewell. 

Dismiss the Quarters, and open the circle. Relax, talk, and party!

Celtic Handfasting Vows 

(from Finn Mac Cool)

Bride and Groom repeat the following together: 

You cannot possess me for I belong to myself. But while we both wish it, I give you that which is mine to give. You cannot command me for I am a free person. But I shall serve you in those ways you require and the honeycomb will taste sweeter coming from my hand. I pledge to you that yours will be the name I cry aloud in the night, and the eyes into which I smile in the morning. I pledge to you the first bite from my meat and the first drink from my cup. I pledge to you my living and my dying, each equally in your care. I shall be a shield for your back, and you for mine. I shall not slander you, nor you me. I shall honor you above all others, and when we quarrel, we shall do so in private and tell no strangers our grievances. This is my wedding vow to you. This is the marriage of equals. 

The Priest or Priestess says: These promises you make by the sun and the moon, by fire and water, by day and night, by land and sea. With these vows you swear, by the God and                 Goddess, to be full partners, each to the other. If one drops the load, the other will pick it up. If one is a discredit to the other, his own honor will be forfeit, generation upon generation, until he repairs that which was damaged and finds that which was lost. Should you fail to keep the oath you pledge today, the elements themselves will reach out and destroy you.

Druid Wedding Ceremony 

In this ceremony, the participants form both a circle and a horseshoe. A larger outer circle containing a smaller horseshoe-shaped group of participants, or a small circle enclosed in a large horse-shoe may be formed by participants.

Once both circle and horseshoe are formed, the DRUID and DRUIDESS who will supervise the rite enter. The Circle is cast by the DRUID and blessed and consecrated by the DRUIDESS. They then say 'Welcome!' and all reply 'Welcome!' The DRUID and DRUIDESS then say, 'Oh Great Spirit/Goddess we ask for your Blessing on this our ceremony.' The Gates are then opened by those at the Quarters:
DRUID:  Let the four directions be honored that power and radiance might enter our circle for the good of all beings. 

CALLER OF THE NORTH:  With the blessing of the great bear of the starry heavens and the deep and fruitful earth, we call upon the powers of the North. 

CALLER OF THE SOUTH:  With the blessing of the great stag in the heat of the chase and the inner fire of the sun, we call upon the powers of the South.

CALLER OF THE WEST:  With the blessing of the salmon of wisdom who dwells within the sacred waters of the pool, we call upon the powers of the West. 

CALLER OF THE EAST:  With the blessing of the hawk of dawn soaring in the clear pure air, we call upon the powers of the East. 

DRUIDESS:   May the harmony of our circle be complete. 

DRUID:  We stand upon this Holy Earth and in the Face of Heaven to witness the Sacred Rite of Marriage between (GROOM) and (BRIDE). Just as we come together as family and friends            so we ask for the Greater Powers to be present here within our Circle. May this Sacred Union be filled with their Holy Presence. 

(pause)

By the power vested in me I invoke the God of Love whose name is Aengus mac Og to be present in this Sacred Place. In his name is Love declared. 

DRUIDESS:  By the power vested in me I invoke the Goddess of the Bright Flame whose name is Brigid to be present in this Sacred Place. In Her name is Peace declared.

DRUID:  In the name of the Ancestors whose Traditions we honor, 

DRUIDESS: In the name of those who gave us Life, 

BOTH: May we all unite in Love.

DRUIDESS: The joining together of Man and Woman in the Sacred Rite of Marriage brings together great forces from which may flow the seeds of future generations to be nurtured within the womb of Time. Within every Masculine nature lies the Feminine, within every Feminine nature lies the Masculine. The interplay of Masculine and Feminine forces when flowing freely in a union based upon true Love finds many expressions. This union is truly            Holy.

DRUID: Goddess to God,

FEMALE PARTICIPANT 1: God to Goddess, 

MALE PARTICIPANT 1: Priestess to Priest, 

FEMALE PARTICIPANT 2: Priest to Priestess, 

MALE PPARTICIPANT 2: Woman to Man, 

FEMALE PARTICIPANT 3: Man to Woman, 

MALE PARTICIPANT 3: Mother to Son, 

FEMALE PARTICIPANT 4: Son to Mother,

MALE PARTICIPANT 4: Daughter to Father,

FEMALE PARTICIPANT 5: Father to Daughter, 

MALE PARTICPANT 5: Sister to Brother. 

DRUIDESS: Brother to Sister. 

DRUID:  Who walks the Path of the Moon to stand before Heaven and declare her Sacred Vows?             

(BRIDE steps forward) 

DRUID:  Do you (BRIDE) come to this place of your own free will? 

BRIDE: I do. 

DRUIDESS:   Who walks the Path of the Sun to stand upon this Holy Earth and declare his Sacred Vows? (GROOM steps forward) Do you (GROOM) come to this place of your own free will?

GROOM:   I do. 

(Both BRIDE and GROOM walk the paths of the sun and moon [clockwise and anti-clockwise] around the circle, returning to the East)

DRUID: (GROOM) and (BRIDE) you have walked the Circles of the Sun and Moon, will you now walk together the Circle of Time, travelling through the Elements and the Seasons? 

BRIDE and GROOM: We will. 

(They walk hand in hand to South)

CALLER OF THE SOUTH: Will your love survive the harsh fires of change? 

BRIDE and GROOM: It will. 

CALLER OF THE SOUTH: Then accept the Blessing of the Element of Fire in this the place of Summer. May your home be filled with warmth. 

(Walk together to West)

CALLER OF THE WEST: Will your love survive the ebb and flow of feeling? 

BRIDE and GROOM: It will. 

CALLER OF THE WEST: Then accept the Blessing of the Element of Water in this the place of Autumn. May your life together be filled with love. 

(Walk together to North)

CALLER OF THE NORTH: Will your love survive the times of stillness and restriction? 

BRIDE and GROOM: It will.

CALLER OF THE NORTH: Then accept the Blessing of the Element of Earth in this the place of Winter. May your union be strong and fruitful. 

(Walk together to East)

CALLER OF THE EAST: Will your love survive the clear light of Day? 

BRIDE and GROOM: It will. 

CALLER OF THE EAST: Then accept the Blessing of the Element of Air in this the Place of Spring. May your marriage be blessed by the Light of every new Dawn. 

DRUIDESS: All things in Nature are circular - night becomes day, day becomes night and night becomes day again. The moon waxes and wanes and waxes again. There is Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter and then the Spring returns. These things are part of the Great Mysteries. (GROOM) and (BRIDE), do you bring your symbols of these Great Mysteries of Life? 

 BRIDE and GROOM: We do. 

 DRUID: 

 Then before all present repeat these words. 

 BRIDE (facing GROOM and handing him the ring): Accept in freedom this circle of gold as a token of my vows. With it I pledge my love, my            strength and my friendship. I bring thee joy now and for ever. I vow upon this Holy Earth that through you I will honor all men.

GROOM (facing BRIDE and handing her the ring): Accept in freedom this circle of gold as a token of my vows. With it I pledge my love, my strength and my friendship. I bring thee joy now and for ever. I vow in the face of Heaven that through you I will honor all women. 

BRIDE:  In the name of Brighid I bring you the warmth of my heart. 

(BRIDE is handed a lighted taper by her MOTHER or FEMALE PARTICIPANT) 

GROOM: In the name of Aengus mac Og I bring you the light of my love 

(GROOM is handed a lighted taper by his FATHER or MALE PARTICIPANT) 

BRIDE and GROOM both light a single candle together. (This candle could be kept and relit at each anniversary) 

ALL:  May the warmth and the light of your union be blessed.

DRUID:  Do you swear upon the Sword of Justice to keep sacred your vows? 

BRIDE and GROOM: We swear.

DRUIDESS:  Then seal your promise with a kiss. 

DRUID:  Beneficent Spirits and Souls of our Ancestors, accept the union of your children. Help them, guide them, protect and bless their home and the children born of their union. May their life together reflect the harmony of all life in its perfect union. May they work together in times of ease and times of hardship, knowing that they are truly blessed. From this time forth you walk together along Life's Path; may your way be Blessed.

(BRIDE and GROOM walk together sunwise around the circle to be greeted by each of the PARTICIPANTS, then stand together west of center) 

DRUID: It is the hour of recall. As the fire dies down let it be re-lit in your hearts. May your memories hold what the eye and ear have gained. 

DRUIDESS: 

We thank the Powers of Love and Peace for their presence within this Sacred Place. Let us offer the words that unite all Druids: 

Grant, O God/dess, thy Protection.  And in Protection, Strength. And in Strength, Understanding. And in Understanding, Knowledge.  And in Knowledge, The Knowledge of Justice. And in the Knowledge of Justice, the Love of it.   And in the Love of it, The Love of all Existences.  And in the Love of all Existences, the Love of the God/ess and all Goodness.

DRUID:   Let the spirits of the Four Directions be thanked for their blessings. 

CALLER OF THE EAST: In the name of the hawk of dawn and of the element air, we thank the powers of the East. 

CALLER OF THE WEST: In the name of the salmon of wisdom and the element of water we thank the powers of the West. 

CALLER OF THE SOUTH: In the name of the great stag and of the element of fire, we thank the powers of the South.

CALLER OF THE NORTH: In the name of the great bear of the starry heavens and of the element of earth, we thank the powers of the North. 

DRUID:  May the blessing of the Uncreated One, of her Daughter/his Son The Created Word and of the Spirit that is the Inspirer be always with us. May the world be filled with Harmony            and Light. 

DRUIDESS:   Let us now form the Three Circles of Existence. 

(The married COUPLE hold hands, forming the central circle. The PARTICIPANTS in the OUTER CIRCLE and the HORSESHOE hold hands to form two further circles.) 

ALL:   We swear by peace and love to stand Heart to heart and hand in hand.  Mark O Spirit and hear us now Confirming this our Sacred Vow. 

DRUID:  This Sacred Rite of Marriage ends in peace, as in peace it began. Let us withdraw, holding peace and love in our hearts until we meet again. 

The DRUID unwinds the circle and exits with DRUIDESS sunwise. GROOM and BRIDE follow.  Then the rest of the INNER CIRCLE. Then the OUTER CIRCLE walk across the center in pairs and out through the western gate. 

GODDESS ORIENTED SLAVIC HANDFASTING RITUAL (donated by Ziedkele)

The couple enters the ritual space, each attended by one or more people, and stops before the Priestess. Then:

PRIESTESS: Holding hands together, our circle is formed. Only Love shall enter, and only Love shall leave.

EACH GUEST: Hand to hand, this circle cast (offers his/her hand to the person standing next to them)

(The BRIDE then dances and sweeps around the perimeter of the circle with a ceremonial broom. She returns to the GROOM's side in front of the PRIEST and PRIESTESS.)

PRIEST: BRIDE, is it true that you come of your own free will?

BRIDE: Yes, it is true.

PRIEST: With whom do you come, and whose blessings accompany you?

BRIDESMAID: She come with me, (state relationship), and is accompanied by all of her family's blessings.

PRIESTESS: GROOM, is it true that you come of your own free will?

GROOM: Yes, it is true.

PRIESTESS: With whom do you come, and whose blessings accompany you?

GROOMSMAN: He come with me, (state relationship), and is accompanied by all of his family's blessings.

PRIESTESS (hands chalice of wine to GROOM): With Bab'e Kasha's blessing, may you drink you your fill from the cup of love.

(GROOM holds chalice to the BRIDE while she sips, then the BRIDE holds the chalice to The GROOM while he drinks. The PRIESTESS then replaces the chalice on the altar, and the PRIEST takes up a plate holding salt and some rye bread)

PRIEST (hands the bread to the GROOM): May you eat your fill of the abundance of life.

(GROOM breaks off a piece of bread, dips it into the salt, and feeds it to the BRIDE; then the BRIDE breaks off a piece of bread, dips it into the salt, and feeds it to the GROOM.  The PRIEST replaces the bread on the altar.)

PRIESTESS: GROOM, I have not the right to bind you to your bride, only you have this Right. If it be your wish, say so at this time, and place your ring in her hand. 

GROOM: It is my wish.

PRIESTESS: GROOM, is it be your wish for your bride to be bound to you, place the ring on her finger. (GROOM places ring on BRIDE's finger).

GROOM (To BRIDE): I, (GROOM's full name), by the life that courses within my blood, and the love that resides within my heart, take you (BRIDE's full name) to my hand, my heart, and my spirit, to be my chosen one. As this ring encircles your finger from this day forward, year in and year out, so will my love forever encircle you. 

PRIEST: BRIDE, I have not the right to bind you to your groom, only you have this right. If it be your wish, say so at this time, and place your ring in his hand.

BRIDE: It is my wish.

PRIEST: BRIDE, if it be your wish for your groom to be bound to you, place the ring on his finger. (BRIDE places ring on GROOM's finger).

BRIDE (To GROOM): I, (BRIDE's full name), by the life that courses within my blood, and the love that resides within my heart, take you (GROOM's full name) to my hand, my heart, and my spirit, to be my chosen one. As this ring encircles your finger from this day            forward, year in and year out, so will my love forever encircle you. 

The PRIEST takes up the cord and says: You have exchanged your promises of love and unity before these witnesses, the Watchers, the Gods and the Goddesses. Now we ask their blessings on this union that has been celebrated before them. Please raise your left arms, and join yours to your partners, palm to palm, and elbow to elbow.

(The PRIESTESS takes the cord, and ties together the BRIDE's and GROOM's wrists. When this is completed, one attendant for the bride, and one for the groom, step forward and take hold of the right arm of the person they are standing for.)

PRIESTESS: The Goddesses and the Gods have been called upon to witness and bless this union. Bound, but not inseparable; together, but apart; two parts of one spirit; as soft as the breath of the wind, and as strong as the laces that tie you together, show now those assembled the strength of the love between this groom and this bride.

(At this signal, the ATTENDANTS pull, trying to separate the COUPLE; of course, the cord ties them together and will not allow them to be torn apart. After the third tug, the ATTENDANTS step back, and the COUPLE again faces each other. The PRIEST places a small clay bird in the hands of the COUPLE's joined hands. With their free hands the COUPLE dip their fingers in the blessing bowl, which holds a mixture of milk and honey.)

The couple traces their milky fingers over the bird, saying: To Lada! To Boldogasszony!

(The PRIEST retrieves the bird, replaces it on the altar, and unbinds the couple.)

The PRIEST and PRIESTESS place strings of tiny dolls tied with pink and blue ribbons around the BRIDE's and GROOM's necks.

PRIEST/ESS: May Kaldyni-mumas and Jumon-ava bless you with many healthy, happy children, worthy of the best of their line!

(Those assembled, excepting the BRIDE and GROOM, sing and call out blessings to the BRIDE and GROOM, as the PRIESTESS pours the contents of the blessing bowl out before the harrow. Alternately, if the ceremony is performed indoors, the blessing bowl is dedicated to the Gods and Goddesses.)

PRIEST/ESS: The Gods and the Goddesses have shined their blessings upon this joining. Nothing save the wills and wishes of these two who this day have been joined can pull asunder this blessed union.

SPIRITUAL HANDFASTING RITE

 (donated by Trystia)

Officiant:  Friends, we are gathered here today, among friends and family, to witness the exchange of sacred vows to unite ___ and ___ as one. This unity is not entered into lightly,            but is a simple reflection of their sincerity and commitment to each other as witnessed by            those they care most about. While a faith may bless, and the state may make this            commitment legal, neither state nor faith can create or invalidate this union. It is a            sacred commitment between these two people responsible only unto each other, held            true by their values and belief's. 

his is not the first cycle of their lives together. Rather than start new, this ceremony            represents to ___ and ___ a new season. Just as spring is a time of planting, and summer is a time of growth, this cycle represents the harvest of growth, maturity and abiding respect. Past success, failures, disappointments and joy simply nourish this harvest, providing a rich and stable place from which to grow together as the cycle of life continues. 

(turning to Groom) 

___, is it your wish to take ___ to be your wife and soul mate, to join together your heart unto hers, uniting your spirit and her&nbsp; into a common being, gifting her with your trust, respect and abiding love for so long as you both shall live? 

(Answer: It is.) 

(turning to bride) 

___, is it your wish to take ___ to be your husband  and soul mate, to join together your heart unto his, uniting your spirit and his into a            common being. Gifting him with your trust, respect and abiding love for so long as you            both shall live? 

(answer: it is) 

A union such as this unites not only these two people, but brings together two halves of a circle. When a man and a woman pledge their hearts to each other, they not only create a home and family of their own, they also carry with them, the support, good will and hopes of all that care for them as individuals. This union is a confirmation to the families from which you come that they are worthy and that their contribution to your lives shall be continued in the home that you have created. In a close and personal way, your marriage is a uniting of these two families that bore and raised you. By uniting together, each of you join the family of the other to bear its strengths and promise into the future as it lies within your ability to do. Having this acknowledged is an important matter. For this reason, I would ask this of the of the families from which you come: 

(turning to matron of honor) 

Do you, as a representative of ___'s family, accept ___ as ___'s lifelong mate, and thereby, as one of your own? 

(answer: yes we do) 

(turning to Best man) 

Do you, as a representative of ___'s family, accept ___ as ___'s lifelong mate, and thereby, as one of your own? 

(answer: yes we do) 

___, please repeat after me: 

I, ___, because I love you, take you; ___, to be my wife. I will share with you the many adventures of life together.  I gift you with my love, my respect, and pledge to you my care and commitment in times of joy and sorrow, for today, and throughout all of our tomorrows.  So will it be. 

 ___, please repeat after me: 

I, ___, because I love you, take you ___, to be my husband. I will share with you the many adventures of life together. I gift you with my love, my respect, and pledge to you my care and commitment in times of joy and sorrow, for today, and throughout all of our tomorrows.            So will it be. 

A ring is an unbroken circle, a symbol of unity and love, representative of the greater            circle of life of which we all spiritually are a part  Of. Having neither beginning nor end, but a continuous cycle of which you are an element. For you, it begins with the gift of life, and will continue through the end of time. 

Please Present the rings.  Will you ___, accept this ring as a loving symbol of ___'s vows this day? 

(answer: I will) 

Will you ___-, accept this ring as a loving symbol of ___'s vows this day? 

(Answer: I will) 

And now, each in your own way, Join me in prayer.... 

This is a holy place, for here life is touched by love and love by life--radiating joy like the            warmth from fire. Here now, between ___ and ___, lies hidden all the future of their lives together. May that future be blessed with deepening love. May they trust each other wholly, as they trust themselves, so that together they are equal to the needs of their tomorrows. May they be at home wherever they dwell, and gather wisdom from all the seasons of their lives.  So will it be. 

___, and ___, on behalf of the family and friends who love you, both here and far away, and on behalf of the larger family of humankind to which we all belong, I recognize and honor you as husband and wife, as soul mates. We celebrate your union which you have shared with us this day. May that glory which rests on all who            love, rest upon you, bless you, and fill you with happiness and a gracious spirit. Despite           all changes of time and fortune, may all that is noble and lovely and true abound in your            hearts, and abide within you. May it give you strength in all your days  together. May you            accept life's rewards and bear it's burdens together for all time.  So may it be.

HANDFASTING VOWS BY MARCIA STARK (from Women's Medicine Ways: Cross-Cultural

Rites of Passage)

I, ___, take you, ___, in marriage To be my life partner, To walk, run, and dance this new path together, To love, care and share, To let the winds dance between us, Let the fires burn within us, And the waters flow through us,          On our sacred journey together. With this ring may a new consciousness begin, With this ring I thee wed, With my hearts' faithful affections,            And my love to you, ___.

I, ___, am asking you, ___, to join me as my life partner, once again, as I travel on the sacred path to higher consciousness. I give to you from my heart, my pledge of truthfulness, commitment, and the freedom to soar as high as the birds, as we learn to love each other, love our family, and love Gaia, the earth. With this ring I give to you a reminder of your strength and your vision, as symbolized by the eagle.   I open to you my heart, to give and to feel the great joy and happiness, as we join together as husband and wife.

HEATHEN WEDDING RITE

(from Teutonic Religion)

(The BRIDE's family stand on the left side with her; the GROOM's to the right with him.  Un-related women stand with the BRIDE, men with the GROOM. The GROOM has brought his ancestral sword, his ring for her, and all his paperwork; the BRIDE has brought her ring for him, her paperwork, and a weapon of some sort for him.   There is also a horn and bridal ale.

(The ELDER begins with the Hammer-Hallowing:)

ELDER: Gods I hail and goddesses all,  Ases and Wans, alfs and idises here.  Look well upon us, this wedding bless. Hail to Frija frowe of the home, Holy Mother, hear us!  Keeper of keys, keeper of distaff, keeper of Wodan's cares, highest of wives and holder of vows, bless the work wrought this day.

Who stands for the groom?

GROOM'S NEXT OF KIN: I do.

ELDER: Who stands for the bride?

BRIDE'S NEXT OF KIN: I do.

ELDER: What is the worth of this man, and what bride gift is paid?

(GROOM'S NEXT OF KIN describes the groom's good qualities and worthy deed at as much length as possible, then details his financial contribution to the wedding.  Another  witness, not related, should then be called upon to attest to the truth of the NEXT OF KIN's word of praise and to add praises of her/his own.)

ELDER: What is the worth of this woman, and what dowry does she bring?

(BRIDE'S NEXT OF KIN describes the bride's worth of character and deeds and her financial contribution; another witness is likewise called, as above.)

ELDER: Are both clans satisfied with the terms of this wedding?

(Both NEXT OF KINs speak their assent -- or disagreement, if there is any.)

ELDER (to the BRIDAL COUPLE): Then nothing may stand in your way! Now speak your            wedding vows!

GROOM (holding his ancestral sword out to the BRIDE together with the ring – if possible, the ring should be slipped onto one of the quillions.  The BRIDE brings her ring for him up to touch the other ring and the sword): I bring you this sword, the soul of my line, bear it well, my bride!

In battle and frith to be by your side, as shall I stand by you aye. On these rings my oath I swear: Love and worship to my wife.

BRIDE (bringing up her other hand, in which she has the weapon for him): I bring you this weapon, weild it mightily, and hold it well, my husband! In battle and frith to be your strength, as shall I stand by you aye. On these rings, my oath I swear: to my husband, hallowed love.

(The GROOM takes his weapon as the BRIDE takes his ancestral sword; he puts the ring            on her finger, and she puts the ring on his.)

ELDER: Now Frowe Var to witness I call, who keeps all contracts made, and Sjofn, sweetest maid that law be held by love.  Frija's handmaids hold your oath all, and aye give joy of it. Now let bride-gift and dowry be given.

(The BRIDE and GROOM exchange their paperwork, which each the hands to the

corresponding NEXT OF KIN to hold for the rest of the ceremony.   If there is a wedding

contract and this can be officially done now, they should sign the contract at this time. 

The ELDER pours the first horn of bridal ale and makes the Hammer-sign over it.)

ELDER:  Hallowed for pride-pair this horn shall be, I deem your days shall be good.  Frith be in this ale and fruitfulness great, when you have drained the draught.

(The GROOM drinks half of the horn, then gives it to the BRIDE, who finishes it.  They give the horn back to the ELDER, who refills it, making the sign of the Hammer.)

ELDER:  Hallowed to bride-pair this horn shall be,  speak all your wishes for weal!

(The ELDER makes a toast, then passes the horn deosil.  All drink except the BRIDAL COUPLE.  Each person should make a toast to the good of the bridal couple and their future children before drinking.  The ELDER pours what is left into the blessing-bowl when the horn has made its round, refill it, and hallows it again.)

ELDER:  Hallowed to the bride-pair this horn shall be, and to gods and goddesses all!            Holy ones, hear! Here blessing we ask, for a wedding filled with weal.

(The ELDER drink; the BRIDAL COUPLE drink; the ELDER pours what is left into the blessing-bow, then lifts it up.)

ELDER: Frija, Frowe, Fulla, Sjofn! Var and Vor, Syn and Hlin, Snotra, Gna, Lofn! Lif and Hlifthrasa, Throdhvarta, Bjort and Bleik, Blithe and Frith, Eir and Aurbodha! Thunan, Sif, and all ye others, gods, goddesses, and whights, who look well on the Middle-Garth's weddings; alfs            and idises of the clans of (ELDER names the BRIDAL COUPLE). I hallow this bowl to you            all  (making the Hammer-sign over it). Cast friendly eyes on the marriage of (GROOM)            and (BRIDE): Grant that it be fruitful, filled with joy and frith and that their children be            worthy of the best of their line, might in luck, wisdom and main. Hail!

ALL: Hail!

(The ELDER sprinkles the harrow, the ættir, and the BRIDAL COUPLE with the ale, then pours it out over the harrow or onto the earth before it.)

ELDER: Hail (GROOM) and (BRIDE)!

ALL: Hail (GROOM) and (BRIDE)!

ELDER: Hail the gods and goddesses!

ALL: Hail the gods and goddesses! HAIL!

(The men and women should then divide.  When the ELDER gives a signal, they should           race either back to the hall where the feast is being held, or if this is not possible, to            their cars.  If the men reach the goal first, the women must serve the drink at the feast; if the women reach it first, the men must serve -- in earlier times, the men were sometimes mounted while the women ran on foot, which made sure the race would have the correct outcome.  The GROOM must stand at the door of the hall to block the BRIDE's entry; he must then take her arm and guide her over the threshold to make            sure she doesn't stumble, which would be an exceptionally bad sign.

The BRIDE's first duty at the feast is to bring her husband a horn of bridal ale or mead.) 

BRIDE: Ale I bring thee, apple of battle (or: "Mead do I bring thee, mightiest boar") Hallowed be horn we share.

(The GROOM should then drink from the horn and give it to the BRIDE; the two of them alternate draughts till it is empty.

The ELDER hallows the GROOM with the hammer, then gives the Hammer to the GROOM, who makes the sign of the Hammer over the BRIDE with it, then touches it to her womb.)

GROOM: Hammer hallow you holy bride, bear men and maids of might!

(At the feast a holy cake ought to be shared about -- perhaps baked in the shape of a boar, a horse, or other fitting beast.  After the feast, the BRIDE and GROOM are then given a large cup of mead apiece and their attendants lead them away to ready them for bed.  The BRIDE is stripped down to her shift, with the bridal crown still on her head, and put into the wedding bed; the GROOM is then brought to her.  If it is dark, this procession must be accompanied with torches; there must be at least six witnesses as he takes the bridal crown off.  The witnesses then go away and leave the BRIDAL COUPLE together all night to consummate the wedding.  In earlier times, the witnesses would settle themselves outside the door of the bridal chamber, drinking and shouting ribald suggestions to the newlyweds...

When the BRIDAL COUPLE wake up the next morning, the GROOM should give the BRIDE a bunch of keys which she ties at her belt. Ideally, a morning-feast should be held with the guests at which the gifts are given.)

GROOM:  I give you these keys: my house is yours to rule.  Hold them well, my wife.

BRIDE: I take these keys: well and wisely shall I use them ever.

HEATHEN WEDDING

(authored/donated by Aille Oakthorn & Llewellyn FalconEye)

GODHIA:  Deepness of earth, Womb of dark Nerthus, Harken well to what is spoken here, May our words be graven upon the stones themselves. Hammar i Nordhri helga ve thetta ok hald vordh! (Trace hammer sign)

GODHI:  Beli's breath that between the worlds blows, Jotumheim's sighing, Harken well to what is spoekn here And write our words across the winds Hammar i Austri helga ve thetta ok hald vordh!  (Hammer sign)

GODHI: Flame-might of Muspellheim Life-long sorrow of ice, Harken well to what is spoken here And burn our words across the skes. Hammar i Sudhri helga ve thetta ok hald vordh! (Hammer sign)

GODHIA: Vanaheim's life-blood,  Weeping of cloulds, Harken well to what is spoken here May our words be spoken by the very waters Hammar i Vestri helga ve thetta ok hald vordh! (Hammer sign)

GODHI: Over me Asgard's awesome might Hammar yfir mer helga ve thetta ok hald vordh! (Hammer sign)

GODHIA:  Roots under me in Halja's dark hall Hammer undir mer helga ve thetta ok hald vordh!  (Hammer sign)

GODHI:  Gods I hail and goddesses all,            Ases and Vans, alfs and idises here,            Look well upon us, this wedding bless.

(Bride and groom enter)

GODHI (to groom):  Kneel now to receive the ancient blessing. (trace hammer sign over groom)  Before the High Gods and before our people, Art thou blessed anew once again.

GODHIA (to bride): Kneel now to receive the ancient blessing. (trace hammer sign over bride)

Before the High Gods and before our people, Art thou blessed anew once again.

(When both are blessed the GODHI bids them to rise)

GODHI:  (Groom's name), if you truly desire To marry this woman, I ask thee to give, wholeheartedly, The sword, the soul of your line.

Swear thy weapon to her, Always to be at her service.

(The GROOM takes the sword and offers it to the BRIDE)

GROOM:   My most beloved, Accept this oath of love I offer thee, I vow this sword as I vow my soul, Ever to be at thy service. Like the blade, my heart will be strong, Like the steel, my love will endure. Accept it, my chosen one, For all that is mine, Will now be thine.

The BRIDE takes the sword silently in her hands and touches it to her forehead for the            space of three heartbeats. She returns it to him, saying:

BRIDE: 

My most beloved, I accept this oath, sworn on thy blade. Thou knowest what is in my heart,

As I know what is in thine.

GODHIA:

(Bride's name), if you truly desire To marry this man, I ask thee to give, wholeheartedly, The sword, the soul of your line. Swear thy weapon to him, Always to be at his service.

(The BRIDE takes the sword and offers it to the GROOM)

BRIDE:  My most beloved, Accept this oath of love I offer thee, I vow this sword as I vow my soul, Ever to be at thy service. Like the blade, my heart will be strong, Like the steel, my love will endure.  Accept it, my chosen one,           For all that is mine, Will now be thine.

The GROOM takes the sword silently in his hands and touches it to his forehead for the            space of three heartbeats. He returns it to her, saying:

GROOM:  My most beloved, I accept this oath, sworn on thy blade.  Thou knowest what is in my heart, As I know what is in thine.

GODHI:

Thou who shalt be husband and wife,

Listen to what we say:

Whatever each of thee may accomplish in future years,

Wherever you may wander,

Know full well that thou shall do all

For our people, for thy family, and thy kin,

And to be worth, each to the other.

GODHIA: Above thee are the stars, Below thee are the stones, Remember always, Like a star should thy love be constant, Like the earth should thy love be firm.  Possess one another, yet be understanding, Have patience for storms will come and go. Be free always in giving affection and warmth, For our Gods and our people will always be with thee.

(Pause for five heartbeats)

GODHI:  Dost thou, desire (Groom), To have this woman as your wife, Forsaking all others?

GROOM: I do.

GODHI:  Dost thou, desire (Bride), To have this woman as your wife, Forsaking all others?

BRIDE: I do.

GODHIA:  All have hear and witnessed that which has been said. Are there any who say nay?

(Pause for five heartbeats, waiting for a response, if any)

GODHIA: Now we do stand at the center of the circle, Where all things meet their opposite; Male and female, Light and darkness, Spirit and matter, God and Goddess, That which makes each whole and complete, Just as you two, (Groom) and (Bride)Are about to join as one.

GODHI:  Then, in symbol of thy joining, one to the other, Place the ring upon the other's finger and seal the troth with a kiss.

GROOM and BRIDE, placing rings, on the other's finger, say in turn: On this ring, my oath I swear, love and honor to my wife/husband.

GODHIA:  Before those gathered here, and before the High Gods, Thou art husband and wife to henceforth be as one.

 (BRIDE and GROOM kiss)

 (The GODHIA pours a horn of mead for the two to share and gives each to drink)

GODHIA:  In the name of our people and our Gods May thou knowest the best of fortune And thy life henceforth be one Of joy and prosperity for thee, And pride and strength for our people.

The GODHIA gives the horn to the ATTENDANTS saying: I ask thee to wish well to those now wedded, And to drink in their honor.

Following the attendants, the GODHI and GODHIA drink.

GODHI:  Freyja, Frigg, Fulla Sjofn! Var and Vor, Syn and Hlin, Snotra, Gna, Lofn! Frey, Eir, and Aurbodha! Thorr, Sif, and all ye other gods, goddesses, and wights who look well upon            Midgard's weddings; alfs and idises of the clans of (Groom) and (Bride), I hallow this horn           to you all!

(trace hammer sign over horn)

GODHI:

Cast friendly eyes on the marriage of (Groom) and (Bride): grant that it be fruitful, filled with joy and frith, and that the children be worthy of the best of their line, mighty in luck, wisdom, and main! Hail!

(The GODHI pours the mead over the earth before the altar.)

GODHIA:  Friends all, this rite is now at an end,

As each of us goes our separate ways, May the Great Ones of the Shining Realms be ever with us.  This rite is ended.

HEATHEN WEDDING RITUAL

 (authored by Valdís Sölvisdottir)

Fir boughs are placed at the edge of the ritual area, so the BRIDAL COUPLE step over it as they leave, blessing them with fertility, hope, and luck.

ELDER: Hail to Frigga, highest of wives, With loving eyes look on this pair, Grant them joy and frith, aye.

Holy brides all bring blessing here, Sjöfn, you rule, see your work is done!  Vár, hear the vows of these two will speak,  Lofn's leave is given, allow none to part them. 

Frey and Freyja, and fair wights all, Njörðr and Nerthus, give them your good.  Wans all wise bring weal this day,  with gods most high and goddesses all! 

We have come here on this (#) day of (month), (year) years* after the beginning of our era*, to witness the joining of the clans of BRIDE and GROOM, and their creation of a new household.

 ELDER calls forth the BRIDE and GROOM.  They carry with they weapons which they will            give one another. 

(The ELDER pours mead into a horn/chalice, pours an offering on the left of the harrow,            and hands the horn to the BRIDE. The BRIDE holds the horn up to her GROOM so he may            drink. The GROOM then takes the horn and hold it for his BRIDE while she drinks. They            return the horn to the ELDER, who then pours its contents into a blessing bowl. The            ELDER places the horn back on the harrow, and takes up a Yew branch, removes the            wedding rings from it, and places them in the horn/chalice.)

ELDER (dips the yew sprig into the mead held in the blessing bowl): Do you GROOM, betrothed of BRIDE, before the gods and all present, take BRIDE to be your wedded wife?

GROOM: I do. (ELDER shakes the yew sprig, sprinkling mead on the GROOM, in blessing)

ELDER (dips the yew sprig into the mead held in the blessing bowl): Do you BRIDE, betrothed of GROOM, before the gods and all present, take GROOM to be your wedded husband?

BRIDE: I do. (ELDER shakes the yew sprig, sprinkling mead on the BRIDE, in blessing)

ELDER: What oaths do you swear that ætts be mingled, and mighty grow kind of your            kins? 

The BRIDE and GROOM closely hold their hands out to the ELDER, who "pours" the rings

  into their waiting hands. The BRIDE and GROOM touch their rings together upon the hilt

vows that they had written for each other. 

GROOM: Ring and sword I share with you, own my oath and soul. My bright bride, I bring thee all:  My heart, my hold, my hopes.

GROOM gives BRIDE his sword and hallows the ring for his BRIDE with the words:  "Consecrate us together with the hand of Var," and then places the ring on BRIDE's finger.

BRIDE: Ring and sword (or other weapon) I share with you, Own my oath and soul,           Heart-dear husband I hold you with Our hearts, our hold and hopes.

BRIDE gives GROOM her weapon and hallows the ring for him with the words:  "Consecrate us together with the hand of Var," and then places the ring on GROOM's finger.

ELDER: Fate has brought you together, and a new path lies before you.  Before those gathered here, and before the High Gods thou art husband and wife to henceforth be as one. Then, in symbol of they joining, one to the finger and seal the troth with a kiss.

(BRIDE and GROOM kiss)

ELDER: In the name of our people and our Gods, may thou knowest the best of fortune, and may thy life henceforth be one of joy, strength, and prosperity.

 (The ELDER takes up the blessing bowl)

ELDER:  Frey and Freyja, we hail you!  Frigga fair, and you maids, we bless!  Bright women look blithely here from Lyfja-Berg!  Thorr has hollowed; sib joy brought by Sif!  Idises and alfs, goddesses and gods... All friends and all kin, have your share!

(ELDER passes the blessing bowl to the GROOM and BRIDE. Together, the GROOM and

BRIDE pour the contents of the bowl onto the ground before the harrow)

ELDER: Hail GROOM and BRIDE!

ALL: Hail GROOM and BRIDE!

ELDER: Hail the Gods and Goddesses!

ALL: Hail the Gods and Goddesses! 

(The blessing bowl is returned to the harrow. ELDER gives the yew sprig to the GROOM and BRIDE to bless their home)  

*you may wish to use Runic Era

CELTIC WICCAN HANDFASTING RITE

(authored by Valdís Sölvissdottir)

(Perform this rite out-of-doors.  The circle is outlined around the edges with stones.  A tree standing at either the North or East is decorated with ribbons and flowers, and electric holiday lights, to symbolize the bridal pair's new life.)

(All guests enter the ritual area, and stand, forming another circle inside the stone circle.)

PRIEST:  Let the four directions be honored that power and radiance might enter our circle for the good of all beings. 

CALLER OF THE NORTH:  With the blessing of the deep and fruitful earth, we call upon the powers of the North. 

CALLER OF THE SOUTH:   With the blessing of the inner fire of the sun, we call upon the powers of the South.

CALLER OF THE WEST:  With the blessing of the sacred waters of the pool, we call upon the powers of the West.

CALLER OF THE EAST:  With the blessing of the clear pure air, we call upon the powers of the East. 

PRIESTESS:  May the harmony of our circle be complete. 

PRIEST: We stand upon this Holy Earth and in the Face of Heaven to witness the Sacred Rite of Marriage between (GROOM) and (BRIDE). Just as we come together as family and friends            so we ask for the Greater Powers to be present here within our Circle. May this Sacred            Union be filled with their Holy Presence. 

           (pause)

I invoke the God of Love whose name is Aengus mac Og to be present in this Sacred Place. In his name is Love declared. 

PRIESTESS:  I invoke the Goddess of the Bright Flame whose name is Brigid to be present in this

Sacred Place. In Her name is Peace declared.

PRIEST: In the name of the Ancestors whose Traditions we honor.

PRIESTESS: In the name of those who gave us Life, 

BOTH: May we all unite in Love.

(The BRIDE and GROOM, shrouded in black (symbolizing the mystery of love), and walking hand-in-hand, enter accompanied by their ATTENDANTS, and if possible, the COUPLE's  parents. Either the GROOM or his ATTENDANT brings a sword or other weapon. The BRIDE and GROOM walk three times around the fire.  Upon completing the three revolutions, their attendants remove the shrounds.  The BRIDE and GROOM kiss, and all the guests shout and wave branches and flowers in approval.)

PRIESTESS:  Standing before us are (GROOM) and (BRIDE).  May we all bid them hail and

welcome.

EVERYONE:  Hail! 

(BRIDE stands before HP and GROOM stands before HPS.)

HP (to BRIDE): Are you (BRIDE)?

BRIDE: I am.

HP:  What is your desire?

BRIDE:  To be joined with (GROOM) in the presence of the Gods and our friends.

(HP places a wreath of roses on the BRIDE's head.)

HP:  I welcome you with joy.

HPS (to GROOM): Are you (GROOM)?

GROOM: I am.

HPS: What is your desire?

GROOM: To be joined with (BRIDE) in the presence of the Gods and our friends.

(HPS places a wreath of greenery on the GROOM's head.)

HPS: I welcome you with joy. 

(The PRIEST and PRIESTESS bring the BRIDE and GROOM's parents into the circle. The GROOM's parents and attendant stand with him, the BRIDE's parents and attendant with her.  The BRIDE's FATHER has carried with him a sword or other weapon.)

FATHER: I bring you (BRIDE's name), my child and my treasure.  (FATHER passes his weapon over BRIDE's head to the GROOM) Take this sword (or other weapon) and mind that always must you be strong, whole, and ready in service to protect thy bride.

GROOM (as he accepts the weapon from BRIDE's FATHER): I, (GROOM's NAME), do vow this before the Gods of our people.

HPS: Then nothing may stand in your way!

HP (to BRIDE): Take the hand of your love in yours (The BRIDE takes GROOM's left hand

in her left) and say after me - 

By seed and root, by bud and stem, by leaf and flower and fruit, by life and by love, in the name of the God, I take thee to my hand, my heart and my spirit, at the setting of the sun and the rising of the stars. Nor shall death part us, for in the ripeness of time we shall meet, and know, and remember, and love again. Flesh of thy flesh, bone of thy bone, I here, thou there, yet both as one.

BRIDE: By seed and root, by bud and stem, by leaf and flower and fruit, by life and by love, in the name of the God, I take thee to my hand, my heart and my spirit, at the setting of the sun and the rising of the stars. Nor shall death part us, for in the ripeness of time we shall meet, and know, and remember, and love again. Flesh of thy flesh, bone of thy bone, I here, thou there, yet both as one.

HPS (to GROOM): Take the hand of your love in yours (The GROOM takes BRIDE's right

 hand in his right) and say after me - 

By seed and root, by bud and stem, by leaf and flower and fruit, by life and by love, in the name of the Goddess, I take thee to my Hand, my heart and my spirit, at the setting of the sun and the rising of the stars.  Nor shall death part us, for in the ripeness of time we shall meet, and know, and remember, and love again. Flesh of thy flesh, bone of thy bone, I here, thou there, yet both as one.

GROOM: By seed and root, by bud and stem, by leaf and flower and fruit, by life and by love, in the name of Goddess, I take thee to my hand, my heart and my spirit, at the setting of the sun and the rising of the stars. Nor shall death part us, for in the ripeness of time we shall meet, and know, and remember, and love again. Flesh of thy flesh, bone of thy bone, I here, thou there, yet both as one.

(PRIESTESS stands in place, PRIEST brings GROOM's MOTHER to stand facing GROOM and BRIDE. PRIESTESS hands her the chord.)

MOTHER: (Says a few words of her own, then as she is placing the cord around the hands of Bride And Groom, says the following):  May you be ever joined as one, happy and together before all you come to meet and know, and before the Divine.

HPS: As the Sun and Moon bring light to the Earth do you (GROOM) and (BRIDE) vow to bring the light of love and joy to the union?

BRIDE and GROOM: We do.

HP: And do you vow to honor each other as you honor which you hold most sacred?

BRIDE and GROOM: We do.

HPS: And do you vow to maintain these vows in freedom, for as long as love shall last?

BRIDE and GROOM: We do.

HP:  Let our friends and our Gods bear witness that (BRIDE) and (GROOM) are joined in          love, joy and freedom.

ALL: So let it be.

(HP unbinds BRIDE's and GROOM's wrists.)

HPS: All things in Nature are circular - night becomes day, day becomes night and night becomes day again. The moon waxes and wanes and waxes again. There is Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter and then the Spring returns. These things are part of the Great Mysteries. (GROOM) and (BRIDE), do you bring your symbols of these Great Mysteries of Life? 

BRIDE and GROOM, in turn: ___, I give you this ring as a symbol of my love for you.  Let it remind you always, as it circles your finger, of my eternal love, surrounding you and enfolding you day and night.  You are my beloved bride / bridegroom and I marry you today with this ring as I give you my heart, my body and the very breath of my soul.

HPS: Then seal your promise with a kiss.

(BRIDE and GROOM kiss)

HP: Let those assembled here baer witness that (BRIDE) and (GROOM) are joined in love. May their love partake of the beauty, majesty and power of the sacred land and may they grow together in wisdom, joy and harmony. My own blessings and the blessings of all those assembled be with you.

HPS: The blessings of the Goddess and the God be with you.

HP: The blessings of the ancestors be with you.

HPS: And with all that grows from your union.

HP: So let it be!

ALL: So let it be!

GODDESS-ORIENTED HANDFASTING

(from Falcon Feather & Valkyrie Sword)

Special Altar Supplies: white, red and black ribbons threaded through the rings to be exchanged; two white candles carved with the names of the couple; a small white taper used for lighting; chalice of wine or juice; a bell. A third white candle is lit on the altar before the ceremony begins

When everyone is assembled, the COUPLE should walk in together. The two WITNESSES stand behind the COUPLE, who stand before the altar and the officiating PRIESTESS.  If a circle is cast, one side is left open until the COUPLE enters.  Then the PRIESTESS seals            the circle.  
PRIESTESS: Come, Goddess. Be with us as we celebrate this joining in love of (the names of the COUPLE).  Pour out upon us all your blessings.

The PRIESTESS rings the bell twice. Hear me you guide and guardians of (the names of the COUPLE).  What you once did for one, you must now do for two.  By the power of the Goddess, I charge you to perform your tasks with love and compassion, blessing this couple each day anew.

The PRIESTESS speaks to the COUPLE:           True marriage is not to be undertaken lightly.  It requires much love, commitment, trust,            and work.  Many times it also requires compromise of desires.  Life's path may become

rocky with illness, periods of financial troubles, sorrow, or a host of little nagging difficulties.  Look upon these as tests of your love and dedication to each other.  Each of you is giving your heart and dreams into the keeping of the other.  Do not break the trust you have been given, for it is sacred before the Goddess.  If you can speak in honesty before the Goddess Herself, answer "I will."

The COUPLE answers.  The PRIESTESS point to the white, carved candles, and says:  Here are the outward symbols of your inner dedication to each other.  Before these witnesses, light the candle of your chosen mate and pledge your troth.

The PRIESTESS lights the little taper and hands it to the WOMAN, who lights her mate's candle and says:  I have chosen you above all others.  I share with you my love and the light of the          Goddess.

The PRIESTESS hands the lighted taper to the MAN, who lights his mate's candle and

says:

I have chosen you above all others.  I share with you my love and the light of the

Goddess.

The PRIESTESS snuffs the taper.  She takes the three ribbons, one by one, out of the cauldron as she describes them.  These ribbons symbolize the Triple Goddess in Her aspects of Maiden, Mother, and Wise One. (She draws out the white ribbon). White is the Maiden, the bringer of new life and new goals. (She draws out the red ribbon).  Red is the Mother, the Creatrix of growth and sometimes changes.  (She draws out the black ribbon.) Black is the Wise One, the keeper of the cauldron, the one who ends all life and prepares for new beginnings.  This is the pattern of all life-paths, that our lives begin new cycles, they grow, and then they either change to new beginnings or they die. Can you accept this?

The COUPLE answers: I can.

The PRIESTESS gives the WOMAN'S ring to the MAN and says: Place this ring of troth upon the hand of your chosen and make your vow.

The MAN places the ring on the WOMAN'S hand and says: This is my beloved and this is my friend. 

The PRIESTESS gives the MAN'S ring to the WOMAN and says:  Place this ring of troth upon the hand of your chosen and make your vow.

The WOMAN places the ring on the MAN'S hand and says: This is my beloved and this is my friend.

The PRIESTESS raises the wine chalice high and says:  By the power of the Goddess granted to me by Her and Her earthly representative, and by the civil authority granted to me by temporal powers, I declare before all here that these two are joined in marriage.  Goddess, and Your Priestess, I ask that You bless this fair company with joy and happiness.  To Freyja and all the goddesses.   Blessed be!

The PRIESTESS hands the chalice to the COUPLE, who drink and hand it back to her.  She drinks, then passes the chalice around to any others present.  When the chalice is returned to the altar, the PRIESTESS says:  Let us rejoice with our friends and celebrate their special time. For the Goddess is honored by joy and love.

The circle is closed and the wedding celebrations continue.  Give the ribbons to the COUPLE.  They can be used as part of every anniversary.  If ever a divorce should occur,  these ribbons can be used in the separation ceremony.

GODDESS-ORIENTED TEUTONIC WICCAN HANDFASTING (from Falcon Feather & Valkyrie Sword)

Special Altar Supplies: white, red and black ribbons lying inside the cauldron; two white candles carved with the names of the couple; a small white taper used for lighting; a            broom.

Cast the circle as usual.  Calling to the Element positions can be performed by other than            the PRIESTESS.  Since the COUPLE to be handfasted comes in last, leave a portion of the circle open until they enter.  When the circle is closed, the PRIESTESS takes the broom            and sweeps outward around the edge of the circle.  She places the broom on the floor            before the altar.  Then she goes to her position at the altar, raises her arms and says:

PRIESTESS:  Great Goddess, bless all those who are gathered within this sacred circle.  We join with this couple in celebrating their handfasting, a joining of their lives as it was done in ancient times.

The PRIESTESS turns to the East, raises her arms and says: Rejoice, O Idhunn, for these two have hear your call to begin new things.

The PRIESTESS turns to the South, raises her arms, and says: Rejoice, O Frigg, for these two have found love with each other.

The PRIESTESS turns to the West, raises her arms, and says:  Rejoice, O Nehellania, for these two have discovered a companionship of heart and spirit.

The PRIESTESS turns to the North, raises her arms, and says:  Rejoice, O Skadi, for these two have chosen to walk this cycle of life together in search of the Goddess.

The PRIESTESS returns to her position at the altar and rings the bell twice.  Hear me you guide and guardians of (the names of the COUPLE).  What you once did for one, you must now do for two.  By the power of the Goddess, I charge you to perform your tasks with love and compassion, blessing this couple each day anew.

The PRIESTESS speaks to the COUPLE:  The sharing of a life-path is not to be undertaken lightly.  It requires much love, commitment, trust, and work.  Many times it also requires compromise of desires.  Life's path may become rocky with illness, periods of financial troubles, sorrow, or a host of little nagging difficulties.  Look upon these as tests of your love and dedication to each other.  Each of you is giving your heart and dreams into the keeping of the other.  Do not break the trust you have been given, for it is sacred before the Goddess.  If you can speak in honesty before the Goddess Herself, answer "I will."

The COUPLE answers.  The PRIESTESS point to the white, carved candles, and says:  Here are the outward symbols of your inner dedication to each other.  Before these witnesses, light the candle of your chosen mate and pledge your troth.

The PRIESTESS lights the little taper and hands it to ONE of the COUPLE, who lights the mate's candle and says:  I have chosen you above all others.  I share with you my love and the light of the Goddess.

The PRIESTESS hands the lighted taper to the other person, who lights the mate's candle            and says:  I have chosen you above all others.  I share with you my love and the light of the            Goddess.

The PRIESTESS snuffs the taper.  She takes the three ribbons, one by one, out of the cauldron as she describes them.  These ribbons symbolize the Triple Goddess in Her aspects of Maiden, Mother, and Wise One. (She draws out the white ribbon). White is the Maiden, the bringer of new life and New goals. (She draws out the red ribbon).  Red is the Mother, the Creatrix of growth And sometimes changes.  (She draws out the black ribbon.) Black is the Wise One, the keeper of the cauldron, the one who ends all life and prepares for new beginnings.  This is the patter of all life-paths, that our lives begin new cycles, they grow, and then they either change to new beginnings or they die. Can you accept this?

The COUPLE answers: I can.

The COUPLE hold out their left hands, and the PRIESTESS loosely wraps the three ribbons around their wrists.  She says:  May you always stand together, but not too close together.  May you be as one, but keep your own self free. May you love fully, but not smother with that love.  And may you walk the path of the Goddess each day of your lives.  So mote it be.

The PRIESTESS removes the ribbons.  If rings are exchanged, it is done now.  If rings are not exchanged, the COUPLE may wish to exchange pieces of magickal jewelry. The            PRIESTESS then raises the wine chalice high over the altar and says:  By the power of the Goddess granted to me, I declare (names of COUPLE) joined in handfasting.  Goddess, as Your Priestess, I ask that You bless this fair company with joy and happiness.  To Freyja and all the goddesses! Blessed Be!

The PRIESTESS hands the chalice to the COUPLE, who drink and hand it back to her.  When the chalice is returned to the altar, the PRIESTESS lays the broom where the            couple can jump over it.  She says: Over the broom and into new life!

The couple jump over the broom.  The PRIESTESS says: let us rejoice with our friends and celebrate their special time.  For the Goddess is honored by joy and love.

The circle is closed and the handfasting celebrations continue.  The ribbons are given to

the couple who can use them as part of each anniversary.  If ever the couple decides to            separate, these ribbons can be used in that ritual.

NORSE WICCAN HANDFASTING RITE Rite (from The Rites of Odin)

The BRIDE should be dressed in white, wearing a long, wide head-dress or veil, fastened to the top of her head or hanging down her back.  At her breast she wears a jewel or rune ornament in remembrance of Lady Freya's powerful and magical Brisingamen gem.  The keys to the new home, or an ornate set of keys on a colored sash are on the altar to be presented to the BRIDE as symbol of her attaining to the household.

A GROOMSMAN carries a sword for the GROOM, and either wears or carries it.

When all is in readiness the GODI asks all to be silent for a moment, and then says: We are gathered here at this time To mark and to witness the joining in marriage Of two who would be husband and wife.

At this time and at this place we call also Upon the All father Odin, Fraya of love and desire, And Good friend Thor, To witness the words that here shall be spoken.

In the ancient manner do we also invoke  The Goddess Var, who, As told in our ancient legends, Hears the vows,  Of men and of women.

After a pause of five heart beats, the GODIA says: Carry in the Hammer  To consecrate the bride, and the groom. Lay this symbol of our Gods In the lap of each, To so wed these two together  With the hand of Var.

 A Hammer of Thor is brought forth, and the GODI says to the groom: Kneel now, to receive the ancient blessing. 

To the GROOM as the Hammer is touched to him:  Before the High Gods, and before our people, Art thou blessed anew once again.

The Hammer of Thor is handed to the GODIA, who says to the BRIDE: Kneel now to receive the ancient blessing.

To the BRIDE as the Hammer is touched to her:

Before the High Gods, and before our people,            Art thou blessed anew once again.

When both are blessed the GODI bids them to rise.   The GODI then says to the GROOM: ___,   if you truly desire, To marry this woman, I ask thee to give, wholeheartedly, The blade which symbolizes thy strength.  Swear thy weapon to her, Always to be at her service.

The GROOM takes the sword and offers it to the BRIDE, saying:  My most beloved, Accept the oath of love which I offer thee. I vow this sword, as I vow my soul, Ever to be at thy service.  Like this blade my heart will strong, Like this steel my love will endure.  Accept it, my chosen one, For all which is mine, Will now be thine.

The BRIDE takes the sword silently in her hands and touches it to her forehead for the time of three heartbeats.  She returns it to him, saying:  My most beloved, I accept this oath, sworn on thy blade.  Thou knowest what is in my heart, As I know what is in thine.

The GODIA then says to the BRIDE:  ___, if you truly desire, To marry this man, I ask thee to give, wholeheartedly, The jewel of beauty which thou wearest, In symbol of our Lady's great magic and power. Swear thy jewel to him, Always to be at his service

The BRIDE then takes her jewel and holds it out to the GROOM saying: My most beloved, Accept the oath of love which I offer thee. I vow this jewel, as I vow my soul, Ever to be at thy service. Like its beauty my heart will strong, Like this value my love will endure. Accept it, my chosen one, For all which is mine, Will now be thine.

The GROOM takes the jewel silently in his hands and touches it to his forehead for the time of three heartbeats.  He then returns it to her saying:  My most beloved, I accept this oath, sworn on thy jewel.  Thou knowest what is in my heart, As I know what is in thine.

The GODI says:  Thou who shalt be husband and wife, Listen to what we say, here and now.

Whatever each of thee, May accomplish in future years, Wherever thou may wander, Know full well that thou shalt do all, For our people, for thy family and thy kin, And to be worthy each of the other.

The GODIA hold forth the keys to the BRIDE, saying:  If thou would be mistress of the household And all therein, honored for thy wisdom, In the councils of our people,            And equal partner to thy husband, I bid thee take these keys, Symbol of thy new life.

The keys are handed to the BRIDE, and a BRIDESMAID sees that they are fastened at her waist as the GODIA says: At this time, and henceforth, As the keys are given to thee, Dost thou take over a new household. Be wise in all thou doest.

Then the GODI says to the GROOM:  With this rite thou gainest a treasure of greatest value, Care for her, and protect her always,              For there is none who is her equal.

Then the GODIA says to BOTH:  Above thee are the stars, Below thee are the stones.            Remember always, Like a star should thy love be constant, Like the Earth should thy love be firm. Possess one another, yet be understanding.  Have patience, for storms may come and go. Be free always in giving of affection and of warmth, For our Gods and our people will always be with thee.

After a pause of five heartbeats, the GODI asks:

Dost thou desire, (BRIDE) To have this man as thy husband, Forsaking all others? (The answer is given by the BRIDE.) Dost thou desire, (GROOM'S NAME) To have this woman as thy wife,  Forsaking all others? (The answer is given by the GROOM.)

The GODIA says:  All have heard and witnessed that which has been said.  Are there any who say nay?

After a pause of five heartbeats, the GODI says:

Then, in symbol of thy joining, one to the other,  Place each the ring upon the other's finger, And seal the troth with a kiss.

The couple will do so, and the GODI or  GODIA continues: Before those gathered here, And before the High Gods, Thou are man and wife, And henceforth be as one.

Pause at this time if the BRIDE and GROOM wish to receive the congratulations and, felicitations of those in attendance.  After a suitable time the GODIA continues.

The GODIA pours a horn of ale for the two to share, and gives each to drink, saying:  In the name of our people, and our Gods, May thou knowest the best of fortune, And thy life henceforth be one Of joy and prosperity for thee, And pride and strength for our people.

Then the horn is given to each of the bridesmaids and groomsmen, saying: I ask thee to wish well to those now wedded, And to drink in their honor.

When the last guest has so pledge, the GODI says:  This rite is ended.  May our Gods be with us always.

A SEAX-WICA RITE OF HANDFASTING

This Rite Should Be Performed During the Waxing of the Moon. The Altar May Be Decked with Flowers and Flowers Strewn about the Circle.

It Is Traditional in Seax-wica for the Bride and Groom to Exchange Rings. These Are Usually Gold or Silver Bands with the Couples (Craft) Names Inscribed on Them in Runes.   These Rings Rest on the Altar at the Start of the Rite. The Priapic Wand Is Also on the Altar.
Covener:  There Are Those in Our midst Who Seek the Bond of Handfasting.

Priestess:  Let Them Be Named and Brought Forward.

Covener:  (Groom) Is the Man and (Bride) Is the Woman.

Bride and Groom Move Forward to Stand Facing the Priest and Priestess Across the Altar - Bride Opposite Priest and Groom Opposite Priestess. 

Priestess:  (To Groom) Are You (Name)?

Groom:   I Am.

Priestess:  What Is Your Desire?

Groom:   To Be Made One with (Bride), in the Eyes of The Gods and the Wicca.

Priest:  (To Bride) Are You (Name)?

Bride:  I Am.

Priest: 

           What Is Your Desire?

Bride: 

To Be Made One with (Groom), in the Eyes of The Gods and the Wicca.

Priestess Takes up Sword and Raises it High. Priest Hands Priapic Wand to Bride and Groom. They Hold it Between Them, Each with Both Hands.

Priestess:   Lord and Lady, Here Before You Stand Two of Your Folk. Witness, Now, That Which They Have to Declare.

Priestess Replaces Sword on Altar, Then Takes Her Athame and Holds the Point of it to the Grooms Chest. Groom Repeats the Following, Line by Line:

Priestess:  Repeat after Me: 

I, (Name), Do Come Here of My Own Free Will, to Seek the Partnership of (Bride) I Come with All Love, Honor and Sincerity, Wishing Only to Become One with Her Whom I Love.   Always Will I Strive for (Bride)'S Happiness and Welfare. Her Life Will I Defend Before My Own. May the Athame Be Plunged into My Heart Should I Not Be Sincere in All I Declare. All this I Swear in the Names of the Gods. May They Give Me The Strength to Keep My Vows. So Mote it Be.

Priestess Lowers Her Athame. Priest Then Raises His Athame And, in Turn, Holds it to the Breast of the Bride. She Repeats the Oath, Line by Line, after Him:

Priest:  Repeat after Me

 I, (Name), Do Come Here of My Own Free Will, to Seek the Partnership of (Groom). I Come with All Love, Honor and Sincerity, Wishing Only to Become One with Him Whom I Love. Always Will I Strive for (Groom)'s Happiness and Welfare. His Life Will I Defend Before My Own. May the Athame Be Plunged into My Heart Should I Not Be Sincere in All I Declare. All this I Swear in the Names of the Gods. May They Give Me The Strength to Keep My Vows. So Mote it Be.

Priest Lowers the Athame. Priestess Takes up the Two Rings and Sprinkles and Censers Both. She Hands the Bride's Ring to the Groom and the Groom's Ring to the Bride. They Take Them in Their Right Hands, Remaining Holding the Priapic Wand with Their Left Hands. 

Priest:  As the Grass of the Fields and the Trees of the Woods Bend Together under the Pressures of the Storm, So to must You Both Bend When the Wind Blows Strong. But Know That as Quickly as the Storm Comes, So Equally Quickly May it Leave. Yet Will You            Both Stand, Strong in Each Other's Strength. As You Give Love; So Will You Receive Love. As You Give Strength; So Will You Receive Strength. Together You Are One; Apart            You Are Nothing.

Priestess:   Know You That No Two People Can Be Exactly Alike. No More Can Any Two People Fit Together, Perfect in Every Way. There Will Be Times When it Will Seem Hard to Give and to Love. But See Then Your Reflection as in a Woodland Pool: When the Image You See Looks Sad and Angered, Then it Is Time for You To Smile and to Love (For it Is Not Fire That Puts Out Fire). In Return Will the Image in the Pool Smile and Love. So Change You,  Anger for Love and Tears for Joy. It Is No Weakness to Admit a Wrong; More it Is a Strength and a Sign of Learning.

Priest:   Ever Love, Help and Respect Each Other, and Then Know Truly That You Are One in the Eyes of the Gods And of Wicca.

All:   So Mote it Be!

Priest Takes Priapic Wand for Couple and Replaces it on the Altar. Bride and Groom Each Place Ring on the Other's Finger and Kiss. They Then Kiss Priest and Priestess Across the Altar, Then move Deosil about the Circle to Be Congratulated by the Others. 

Then Shall Follow the Ceremony of Cakes and Ale. Followed by Games and Merriment.

A TRADITIONAL HANDFASTING
(from A Book of Pagan Rituals)

Time: Best performed at the time of the new moon.

Setting: Bedeck the ritual area in flowers of many types, particularly the favorites of the couple, and roses. The altar should be arranged as usual, plus 2 white candles, incense of a flower scent, and a willow wand. Dress is up to the couple. Celtic tradition is that the bride where's some kind of veil or netting and an article of scarlet. The couple should bring wedding rings and small symbolic gifts for each other if desired. The priest/ess fits the rings over the willow wand, then lay them on the altar.

After lighting the candles and incense, the priest and priestess face the gathering, backs toward the altar.
Priest:  May the place of this rite be consecrated for the Gods.  For we gather here in a ritual of love With two who would be wedded.
___ and ___ please come forward  and stand here before us, and before the gods of nature.

The couple comes forward and stands before the Priest and Priestess, groom in front of Priestess, bride in front of Priest.

Priestess:  Be with us here, O beings of the Air With your clever fingers Tie closely the bonds between these two.

Be with us here, O beings of Fire Give their love and passion your own all-consuming ardor Be with us here, O beings of Water,  Give them the deepest of love and the richness of the body, of the soul and of the spirit.

Be with us here, O beings of Earth, Let your strength and constancy, Be theirs for so long as they desire, to remain together

Blessed Goddess and Laughing God, Give to these before you, we do ask, your love and protection, Blessed Be.

All:  Blessed Be.

Priestess and Priest hold up the wand between them with the rings upon it. 

Priestess:  Place your right hands over this wand and your rings, his hand over hers

Above you are the stars, below you are the stones, as time does pass, Remember, Like a star should our love be constant, Like a stone should your love be firm, Be close, but not too close Posses one another, but be understanding, Have patience each with the other For storms will come, but they will go quickly Be free in the giving of affection and warmth Make love often, and be sensuous with one another Have no fear and let not the ways or words of the unenlightened give you unease For the Goddess and the God are with you, Now and Always.

(Pause for five heartbeats)

Priestess: 

Is it your wish, _bride's name_ to become one with this man? 

(bride gives her answer)

Is it your wish, _groom's name_ to become one with this woman?

(groom gives his answer)

Do any say nay?  Then, as the Goddess and the God and the Old Ones Are witness to this rite I now proclaim you husband and wife.

A kiss is appropriate at this time, and the tokens may be exchanged. The ceremony is then over and the cakes and wine on the altar should be served at the revel that follows.

WICCAN HANDFASTING RITE #1 

(Cast Circle)

HPS: (opens doorway with staff, place staff across threshold of door) There are two who would be joined together as one. Let them enter into this place of love and begin their union together.

(BRIDE and GROOM enter and stand in center of circle)

HPS:  (To others outside of the circle) The gate stands open to the temple of love. There is no challenge, for all are welcome here, who enter with joy and love for this sacred union.

(Any who enter are anointed with Celtic cross and told:) Blessing be upon you!

(Watchtowers)

HP:  Hear me Raphael, Lord of air- you who rules over the realms of birth and new beginnings.  We call thee forth to witness our rite, and guard this circle with your love and light!

Hear me Michael, Lord of Fire - you who shines so brightly over our lives, filling them with the love that is yours, so that it may shine forth from within. We call thee forth to witness our rite, and to guard this circle with your love and light!

HPS:  Hear me Gabriel, Lady of Water- you who reigns over all endings, that which without, there could be no beginning. We call thee forth to witness our rite, and guard this circle with your love and light. Hear me Ariel, Lady of Earth- you who are the body and mystery, from which all life begins.  We call thee forth to witness our rite, and guard this circle with your love and light.

(HPS- lights Lady Candle; HP - lights Lord Candle)

BOTH: (HPS) Gracious Goddess (HP) Mighty Lord Give to these before us, we do ask; your love and protection from all that would try to harm their union. Blessed be!

(HANDMAIDEN and SUMMONER bring forth BRIDE and GROOM from center of circle and place HER before PRIESTESS and HIM before PRIEST)

HANDMAIDEN: HERE WE BRING FORTH THE BRIDE.

SUMMONER: AND ALSO THE GROOM.

HPS: Is it your wish, <BRIDE'S MUNDANE NAME>, to become one with this man in the bond of handfasting?

BRIDE: It is.

HP: Is it your wish, <GROOM'S MUNDANE NAME>, to become one with this woman in the bond of handfasting?

GROOM: it is.

HP:  Air, Be with us here, oh beings of air, With your clever fingers, tie closely the bonds between this pair.

Fire, Be with us here, oh beings of fire, Give their love and passion, your all consuming ardor.

HPS:  Water, Be with us here, oh beings of water. Give them the deepest of love, and richness of body and soul and spirit. Earth, Be with us here, oh beings of earth. Let your strength and consistency be theirs through out this union for this life time.

(PRIESTESS places BRIDE'S ring on wand and holds end in left hand. PRIEST places GROOM'S ring on wand and holds end in right hand. BOTH present wand to COUPLE)

HP:  Place your right hands on this wand, his hand over hers.(pause while do so) Above you are the stars, below you the stones, as time does pass remember...like a star, should your love be constant, like a stone, should your love be firm

HPS: Be close, yet not too close. possess one another, yet be understanding. Have patience, each with the other, for storms will come, yet also will they pass. be free in            giving of affection and warmth. Make love often, and be sensuous with each other.

HP:  Have no fear, and let not the words of the unenlightened give you unease, for the God and goddess are with you and have blessed this union with their love and presence.

HPS:  Take now your rings and place them on each others hand. Remembering as you do so, that they include a small portion of this circle to remind you always of your love for each other and your union that is made here today.

(*COUPLE may choose to exchange vows they have written to each other*)  (Remove rings and give to COUPLE, who then place them on each others fingers. )

HPS:  As you have chosen to mingle your lives, so now do you mingle your love....the two becoming as one. (HP hands her the ribbons and the COUPLE are bound to each other in this manner)

HP:   Then as the Lord and Lady and all the ancient and mighty ones are witness to this rite, thus are thy hands fasted, the two are one, the work of joy is done, and yet...just begun.

(PRIESTESS AND PRIEST take broom to center of circle, while HANDMAIDEN and SUMMONER direct or lead COUPLE to center in front of broom. PRIESTESS holds bushy end of broom and PRIEST holds handle end, keeping broom about a foot above the ground.)

(COUPLE jump the broom)(PRIESTESS takes broom and sweeps away all negativity and traces of their past life apart from around and behind them, out the door of the circle)

(COUPLE picks up their own tapers and light from power candle, then together, light their single candle)

HPS:  The candle of life is lit...

HP:  Likewise, the candle of the soul...

HPS and HP:   Together, they combine to form the eternal light of love.

HPS:  May the Lord and Lady recognize the bonds drawn between this couple by their own strength of love and will. Let the ties between them be strong, yet supple and let none strive to break this bond that they have set forth in the presence of the Lord and lady for this lifetime.

HP:   Let those of you here with this pair, lend your love and light to their union.

HPS and HP: 

I now declare thee...husband and wife! Blessed be!

(HPS and HP pick up cup for the inside of circle, HANDMAIDEN and SUMMONER hold cup for outside of circle and BRIDE and GROOM hold their own cup. HANDMAIDEN AND SUMMONER need not kiss to charge wine)

HPS:  And the Goddess said, these be the five points of fellowship.

<ALL FEMALES>: 

Foot to foot

<ALL MALES>: 

Knee to knee

<FEMALES>: 

Lance to grail

<MALES>: 

Heart to heart

<FEMALES>: 

Lip to lip

<ALL>:

Joined together, they bring blessedness.

(BRIDE and GROOM kiss to charge cup)

WICCAN HANDFASTING RITUAL 

(authored by Valdís Sölvisdottir)

EAST: O beings of Air, I summon your presence, that you may weave tightly the bonds of Earth, Spirit, and Love between these two. Let none undo the fabric of their love.

 SOUTH: O being of Fire, I summon your presence, that you may ignite the passion and love for this blessed pair... ever burning yet never one consuming the other.

WEST: O beings of Water, I summon your presence, that you may bless this couple with a love as deep as any ocean.

NORTH: O beings of Earth, I summon your presence, that you may bless this man and this woman with thy strength and wisdom, to be theirs as long as life and love lasts!

ALL FOUR TOGETHER: Gracious Lady, Gentle Lord, grant this blessed pair thy love and protection. Blessed be!

PRIESTESS (hands chalice of wine to GROOM): May you drink you your fill from the cup of love.

(GROOM holds chalice to the BRIDE while she sips, then the BRIDE holds the chalice to the GROOM while he drinks. The PRIESTESS then replaces the chalice on the altar, and the PRIEST takes up a plate holding salt and some bread)

PRIEST (hands the bread to the GROOM): May you eat your fill of the abundance of life.

(GROOM breaks off a piece of bread, dips it into the salt, and feeds it to the BRIDE; then the BRIDE breaks off a piece of bread, dips it into the salt, and feeds it to the GROOM.  The PRIEST replaces the bread on the altar.)

PRIESTESS: GROOM, I have not the right to bind you to your bride, only you have this right. If it is your wish, say so at this time, and place your ring in her hand. 

GROOM: It is my wish. (Places ring in BRIDE's hand)

PRIESTESS: GROOM, if it is your wish for your bride to be bound to you, place the ring on her finger. (GROOM places ring on BRIDE's finger).

GROOM (To BRIDE): I, (GROOM's full name), offer you, (BRIDE's full name) this ring as a symbol of my love and fidelity. It will always be a symbol of the vows which make us husband and wife today. (Places ring on BRIDE's finger)

BRIDE: I accept this ring as a symbol of our love and wear it proudly as your wife.

PRIEST: BRIDE, I have not the right to bind you to your groom, only you have this right.  If it is your wish, say so at this time, and place your ring in his hand.

BRIDE: It is my wish. (Places ring in GROOM's hand)

PRIEST: BRIDE, if it is your wish for your groom to be bound to you, place the ring on his finger. (BRIDE places ring on GROOM's finger).

BRIDE (To GROOM): I, (BRIDE's full name), offer you, (GROOM's full name) this ring as a symbol of my love and fidelity. It will always be a symbol of the vows which make us husband and wife today. (Places ring on GROOM's finger)

GROOM: I accept this ring as a symbol of our love and wear it proudly as your husband.

PRIESTESS: BRIDE, please face GROOM, and hold his hands, palm up, so you may see the blessing that they are to you.

(BRIDE and GROOM should be facing each other, his upturned hands resting in hers.)

These are the hands, young and strong and vibrant with love, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as he promises to love you all the days of his life.

These are the hands you will place with expectant joy against your stomach, until he too, feels his child stir within your womb.

These are the hands that look so large and clumsy, yet will be so gentle as he holds your baby for the first time.

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness. 

These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes: tears of sorrow and tears of joy.

These are the hands that will comfort you in illness, and hold you when fear or grief rack your mind.

These are the hands that will tenderly lift your chin and brush your cheek as they raise your face to look into his eyes: eyes that are filled completely with his love and desire for you.

PRIEST:

(GROOM), please hold (BRIDE)'s hands, palms up, where you may see the gift that they are to you.

(BRIDE should now place her upturned hands in the GROOM's hands.)

These are the hands that are smooth, young, and carefree, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as she pledges her love and commitment to you all the days of her life.

These are the hands that will hold each child in tender love, soothing them through illness and hurts, supporting and encouraging them along the way, and knowing when it's time to let go.

These are the hands that will massage tension from your neck and back in the evenings, after you've both had a long hard day.

These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times. They are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick or console you when you are grieving.

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness.

These are the hands that will hold you in joy and excitement and hope.

These are the hands that will give you support as she encourages you to chase down your dreams. Together, everything you wish for can be realized.

PRIESTESS: Lord and Lady, bless the hands that you see before you this day. May they always be held by one another. 

PRIEST: Give them the strength to hold on during the storms of stress and the dark of disillusionment. 

PRIESTESS: Keep them tender and gentle as they nurture each other in their love. 

PRIEST: May (BRIDE) and (GROOM) see their four hands as healer, protector, shelter, and guide.

BRIDE: I give you my hand in marriage

GROOM: And I give you mine

BRIDE: Take my hand as a symbol of my love.

GROOM: Take my hand as a symbol of my love.

(BRIDE and GROOM join hands, right to right, left to left.)

BRIDE: With this hand, I promise to hold you, cherish you, and respect you always.

GROOM: With this hand, I promise to care for you, provide for you, and to be your friend.

BRIDE: As I hold your hands in mine, I feel your love.

GROOM: And I feel your love; our love is not only for this moment, but for a lifetime.

BRIDE: Yes, for a lifetime.

PRIEST/ESS: "With this cord, I bind you to the vows that you each have made." (Wrap the cords loosely around both arms) "May the Lord and the Lady smile upon this union and bless this couple with health and prosperity. For remember what one may not           provide, the other may. So are you bound, in the light of the Lord and Lady, each to the

           other, unto all of your days."

COUPLE TOGETHER: 

Heart to thee,

Soul to thee,

Body to thee,

Forever and always,

So mote it be.

(PRIESTESS positions the broom ready for the couple to jump over.)

PRIEST: This is your first act of working together as husband and wife. May you never work alone.

(PRIESTESS lead the COUPLE to the broom, which they jump over.)

PRIEST/ESS: (Removes binding and holds it overhead.) I present to you, Mrs.

___________ and her husband ____________. Having sworn oath on this day, each to the other unto the end of their days. [Instructs Thomas to kiss the bride]

BRIDE: Now we will feel no rain, for each of us will be shelter to one another.

GROOM: And now we will feel no cold for each of us will be warmth to one another.

BRIDE: Now there is no loneliness we are two bodies, but there is one life before us and one home.

GROOM: When evening falls, I’ll look to you and there you’ll be and I’ll take your hand and you’ll take mine.

BRIDE: And we’ll turn together and we’ll look to the road we traveled to reach this – the hour of our happiness.

GROOM: It is stretched far behind us, and our future lies ahead -- a long and winding road where every turning means discovery.

 EAST: Hail powers of Air, we thank thee for thy attention! Go forth and announce to all this union that thou hath witnessed!

SOUTH: Hail powers of Fire, we thank thee for thy attention! Go forth and announce to all this union that thou hath witnessed!

WEST: Hail powers of Water, we thank thee for thy attention! Go forth and announce to all this union that thou hath witnessed!

NORTH: Hail powers of Earth, we thank thee for thy attention! Go forth and announce to all this union that thou hath witnessed!

ALL FOUR TOGETHER: Gracious Lady, Gentle Lord, we thank you for thy attention. Go forth and announce to all this union that thou hath witnessed!

WICCAN HANDFASTING RITE #2

(© 1994 by Mary A. Axford; may be reproduced as long as this copyright statement is intact.)

Priestess speaks: Welcome, friends, as we gather to celebrate the marriage of Mary Roe and John Doe.

Divine One, I ask thee to bless this couple, their love, and their marriage as long as they shall live in love together. May they each enjoy a healthy life filled with joy, love, stability and fertility.

Turns to the East: Blessed be by the element of air. May you be blessed with communication, intellectual growth, and wisdom. 

Turns to the South:  Blessed be by the element of fire. May you be blessed with harmony, vitality, creativity, and passion.

Turns to the West: Blessed be by the element of water. May you be blessed with friendship, intuition, caring, understanding, and love.

Turns to the North: Blessed be by the element of earth. May you be blessed with tenderness, happiness, compassion, and sensuality.

Faces all: In all the aeons, the long slow climb of evolution has no greater culmination than the union of people in love. From the time the first amoeba fissioned into two, there has been the possibility of companionship -- and the possibility of loneliness. From the time Nature invented sexual reproduction, love has been a quickening. In humans as self-aware beings, sexuality provided a way that love can conjoin the bodies, hearts, minds, and souls of those who love. 

Humans have sadly turned away from nature’s harmony for most of our lives. There is war, loneliness, and desolation, and the soul of Nature mourns. So when there are those of us who love enough to make a commitment such as this one tonight between John and Mary the very stars rejoice at the rediscovery of love, joy, and bounty. 

Love has its seasons the same as does the Earth. In the spring of love is the discovery of each other, the pulse of the senses, the getting to know the mind and heart of the other; a blooming like the buds and flowers of springtime. 

In the summer of love comes the strength, the commitment to each other, the most active part of life, perhaps including the giving of life back to itself through children; the sharing of joys and sorrows, the learning to be humans who are each complete and whole but who can merge each with the other, as the trees grow green and tall in the heat of the sun. 

In the fall of love is the contentment of love that knows the other completely. Passion remains, and ease of companionship. The heart smoothes love into a steady light, glorious as the autumn leaves. 

In the winter of love, there is parting, and sorrow. But love remains, as do the stark and bare tree trunks in the snow, ready for the renewal of love in the spring as life and love begin anew. 

Now is the time of summer. Mary and John have gathered before their friends to make a statement of their commitment to each other, to their love. 

They face each other. 

Do you now commit to each other to love, honor, respect each other, to communicate with each other, to look to your own emotional health so that you can relate in a healthy way, and provide a healthy home for children if you choose to have them; to be a support and comfort for your partner in times of sickness and health, as long as love shall last? 

Together they say We do 

Then recite the vows you have written for each other.

The couple moves first to the East, then around the directions. 

Couple and Priestess move to table where sits 3 candles. Priestess asks them to each light a candle, they do.  These two candles are yourselves. Each of you is a whole and complete human being.

John, speak to us of who you are.

John describes himself. 

Mary, speak to us of who you are 

Mary describes herself. 

Together, light the third candle, but extinguish not the first two. For in marriage you do not lose yourself; you add something new, a relationship, the capacity to merge into one another without losing sight of your individual self. Together, speak to us of who you are as a couple.

Mary and John alternate speaking of what they are as a couple. 

Let us bless the rings.  Circles represent eternity, and though our lives are finite, love is everlasting, the creative force that binds us together, the force that gives new life.  The blessings of the wind upon these rings and your love, that you share communication and creativity.

The blessings of fire upon these rings and your love, that you share passion and the spirit.

The blessings of water upon these rings and your love, that you share love and            compassion.

The blessings of the earth upon these rings and your love, that you share health and sexuality.

We humans are born of stardust and deepest oceans, of erupting volcanoes and the bones of the earth. In celebrating love you celebrate a heritage of all these things, and of the            love of all humans from the dawn of time. In making a commitment to loving each other, you share that which is best in us and give a moment of light to the world. 

Mary, place the ring on John's finger and repeat after me: 

With this ring, I thee wed. 

John, place the ring on Mary's hand and repeat after me: 

With this ring, I thee wed. 

I now pronounce you married. May you each and together be blessed with health, happiness, harmony, and love. So mote it be! 

WICCAN HANDFASTING RITE FROM ‘LOVE MAGIC’

Cast a nine-foot-diameter circle and strew nosegays, flowers, and ribbons around the circumference. The immediate family and other Witches and close friends stand just inside the circle to form an inner ring around the altar draped in pink, white, and black cloth.  Frankincense and myrrh or other love incenses are kept burning during the entire ritual.  Two chalices filled with wine or springwater stand between one white and one black candle.  Next to the chalices are two wedding rings.

The bride and groom are led into the circle from the north.   Once inside, the High Priestess casts the circle with her wand, and the bride and groom greet the powers of the four directions as they walk around the circle.  Next the priestess sweeps the circle with a Witch's broom, brushing away all harmful events in the couples past lives.  The lovers kneel facing each other; the priestess charges the rings and chalices.  Next the couple casts their verbal spell to seal their commitment to each other while looking into each other's eyes.  The spell states in their own words their love for each other and the goals the two share for this union.

Each lover picks up the other's wedding ring and drops it into the opposite chalice.  Then each picks up the chalice containing his or her ring, and they cross forearms so the priestess can bind them loosely with the black silk cord draped in a figure eight.  Next they take a sip from the other's chalice.   The rest is poured into a bowl, the rings removed and placed on the hands of the bride and groom.  

The priestess then removes the silk cord, holds it over the heads of the couple, and pulls the loosely bound knot tight as she says, "I tie the knot."  

Next she gives one end of the cord to each lover for them to hold between them as a symbol of their handfasting.  The high  priestess places a hand on each one's head and announces to them and the witnesses, "You are bound in the sight of the Goddess and God as husband and wife.  So mote it be."

Then the priestess charges all the wedding gifts and magical presents placed under the altar before the ritual began.  The circle is opened.  The merriment begins.

A PAGAN WEDDING - service by Rel Davis,    Unitarian Fellowship.  Wedding Ceremony For (Bride) And (Groom) In The Pagan Tradition
Opening Words

We are gathered together this morning (evening, etc.) to solemnize a marriage between (bride) and (groom).  The tradition we follow is as old as written language and, although this is not a church, I would remind you that this is nonetheless sacred ground.  Sacred because of its location, here in a temple of sand and ocean, consecrated by nature itself.  And sacred because of what is to take place here, for that which passes between loving people is eternally holy.

The Closing of the Circle

We stand this morning in the sight of Earth our Mother, and of the Ocean from which all life arose, and of the Sun which gives warmth and brings forth growth.

Goddess and God, be with us.  Bring your power and your blessings to purify this circle.

Guardians of the East -- powers of air.  Bring your fine discernment, your powers of thought.  Come, breath of the Goddess, be with us.

Guardians of the South -- powers of fire.  Bring your energy and spirit.  Come, power of the Goddess, be with us.

Guardians of the West -- powers of water.  Bring your ability to feel joy and fear, love and anger.  Come, milk of the Goddess, be with us.

Guardians of the North -- powers of earth.  Bring your sense of reality to this circle.  Come, flesh of the Goddess, be with us.

The circle is cast.  We are between the worlds.  All -- night and day, birth and death, soul and soul -- are one.  Blessed Be!

(A grounding meditation and building of the cone of power.)

(bride) and (groom) step forward.

The Instruction

To marry is to form an equal partnership, tied together by the tenuous bonds of emotion and love.  It is at once the most fragile of relationships and the strongest.  Fragile because it requires exactly the right mix of freedom and inter-dependence, of caring and of sharing, of being together and of being alone.

But it is strong because it involves the unseen forces of something we usually call love -- mutual devotion, concern for the happiness of the other, joy in each other's company. For there is no stronger force involving human relationships than this silent bond of love.

Remember that this wedding is only a symbol, a celebration, a public recognition of what already exists in the silent places of your hearts.  It is your marriage and not something created by the state or the church -- it is yours to define, yours to make real, yours to live.  Nothing I can say can make it anything more than what already exists in your hearts.

Remember also that marriage is a shared relationship, not a matter of possession.  It is a means of showing your commitment to one another, not a blind surrendering of personality.  it is not an excuse to become limited in your outlook; it is an opportunity for mutual growth.

The Binding

Life goes on as it has for ages past -- and will for ages yet to be -- by the coming together of Goddess and God, the binding of the feminine powers of creation with the masculine powers of bringing to fruition.

As the sun's warmth and the earth's magic bring forth life, so shall you two create something new by the blending of your energies.

These bonds symbolize the eternal coming together of two magics in the creation of love.

The Vows

Repeat after me:

I, (groom), take thee, (bride), to be my wedded wife; to have and to hold from this day forward; for better, for worse; for richer, for poorer; in sickness and in health; to love and to cherish, with faith and devotion; for as long as our mutual love unites us.  And as I will it, so mote it be.

I, (bride), take thee, (groom), to be my wedded husband; to have and to hold from this day forward; for better, for worse; for richer, for poorer; in sickness and in health; to love and to cherish; with faith and devotion; for as long as our mutual love unites us.  And as I will it, so mote it be.

The Ring Ceremony

(To (groom)) -- Who is your witness?

(Turns to best man) -- Will you be my witness?

May I have the ring?

As you place this ring on her finger, please repeat after me:

I give you this ring, in token and pledge, of our love and friendship.

(To (bride) -- Who is your witness?

(Turns to maid of honor) -- Will you be my witness?

May I have the ring?

As you place this ring on his finger, please repeat after me:

I give you this ring, in token and pledge, of our love and friendship.

The Smudging

(Rel smudges the binding of the couple.)

You may remove the binding.

((bride) and (groom) smudge each other.)

The Declaration
And now, (bride) and (groom), having chosen one another above all others, and having declared their love, and exchanged their vows to one another in the presence of this circle and before the Goddess -- I declare, by the power vested in me as a minister of religion, that they are husband and wife.

You may kiss the bride.

The Blessing  (From the Apache)

Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter to the other.  Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other.  Now there is no more loneliness. Go now unto your dwelling place, to enter into the days of your togetherness. And may your days be good and long upon the earth.

(Rel steps back into the circle.  The couple cross and hold hands.)

The Opening of the Circle

Earth and Sky, Lady and Lord, We thank you for your presence and for your love. We ask your blessing on this couple. Hail and farewell.  Blessed Be!

Guardians of the East, Powers of Air, We thank you for joining our circle. We ask your blessing as you part. May there be peace between us, Now and forever.  Blessed Be!

Guardians of the South, Powers of Fire, We thank you for joining our circle. We ask your blessing as you part. May there be peace between us, Now and forever.  Blessed Be!

Guardians of the West, Powers of Water, We thank you for joining our circle. We ask your blessing as you part. May there be peace between us, Now and forever.  Blessed Be!

Guardians of the North, Powers of Earth We thank you for joining our circle.  We ask your blessing as you part. May there be peace between us, Now and forever.  Blessed Be!

The circle is open, but unbroken.  May the peace of the goddess, Go in your hearts. Merry meet, and merry part. And merry meet again.  Blessed Be.

And now, may this union be purified in salt.

A DRUID WEDDING CEREMONY

For some of us, our journey through life will include marriage whether or not we choose to formalize our relationship legally or symbolically through a wedding ceremony. Making use of material from earlier sources, including a Breton Druidic wedding, Nicholas and Laura together with Chris and Bill, wrote the following Druid wedding ceremony which was celebrated for Jane and Michael with their friends and relatives and conducted by members of the Northern Grove of the Order of Bards Ovates & Druids in Lancashire: 

WEDDING CEREMONY

In this ceremony, the participants form both a circle and a horseshoe. At Jane and Michael's wedding, at a small stone circle, twelve participants formed an inner circle, standing by each of the twelve stones, with the rest of those present forming an outer horseshoe. In a different location, the reverse might apply, with a larger outer circle containing a smaller horseshoe-shaped group of participants.

Once both circle and horseshoe are formed, the Druid and Druidess who will supervise the rite enter. The Circle is cast by the Druid and blessed and consecrated by the Druidess. They then say 'Welcome!' and all reply 'Welcome!' The Druid and Druidess then say, 'Oh Great Spirit/Goddess we ask for your Blessing on this our ceremony.' The Gates are then opened by those at the Quarters:

Druid: Let the four directions be honoured that power and radiance might enter our circle for the good of all beings.   North: With the blessing of the great bear of the starry heavens and the deep and fruitful earth, we call upon the powers of the North. 

South: With the blessing of the great stag in the heat of the chase and the inner fire of the sun, we call upon the powers of the South.

West: With the blessing of the salmon of wisdom who dwells within the sacred waters  of the pool, we call upon the powers of the West. 

East: With the blessing of the hawk of dawn soaring in the clear pure air, we call upon the powers of the East. 

Druidess: May the harmony of our circle be complete. 

Druid: We stand upon this Holy Earth and in the Face of Heaven to witness the Sacred Rite of Marriage between Michael and Jane. Just as we come together as family and friends so we ask for the Greater Powers to be present here within our Circle. May this Sacred Union be filled with their Holy Presence. 

(pause)

By the power vested in me I invoke the God of Love whose name is Aengus mac Og to be present in this Sacred Place. In his name is Love declared. 

Druidess: By the power vested in me I invoke the Goddess of the Bright Flame whose name is Brigid to be present in this Sacred Place. In Her name is Peace declared.

Druid: In the name of the Ancestors whose Traditions we honour, 

Druidess: In the name of those who gave us Life, 

Both: May we all unite in Love.

Druidess: The joining together of Man and Woman in the Sacred Rite of Marriage brings together great forces from which may flow the seeds of future generations to be nurtured within the womb of Time. Within every Masculine nature lies the Feminine, within every Feminine nature lies the Masculine. The interplay of Masculine and Feminine forces when flowing freely in a union based upon true Love finds many expressions. This union is truly Holy.

Druid: Goddess to God,

Female Participant 1: God to Goddess, 

Male Participant 1: Priestess to Priest, 

Female Participant 2: Priest to Priestess, 

Male Participant 2: Woman to Man, 

Female Participant 3: Man to Woman, 

Male Participant 3: Mother to Son, 

Female Participant 4: Son to Mother,

Male Participant 4: Daughter to Father,

Female Participant 5: Father to Daughter, 

Male Participant , Sister to Brother. 

Druidess: Brother to Sister. 

Druid: Who walks the Path of the Moon to stand before Heaven and declare her Sacred Vows? (Jane steps forward) Do you Jane come to this place of your own free will? 

Jane: I do. 

Druidess: Who walks the Path of the Sun to stand upon this Holy Earth and declare his Sacred Vows? (Michael steps forward) Do you Michael come to this place of your own free will?

Michael: I do. (Both walk the paths of the sun and moon [clockwise and anti-clockwise] around the circle, returning to the East)

Druid: Michael and Jane you have walked the Circles of the Sun and Moon, will you now walk together the Circle of Time, travelling through the Elements and the Seasons? 

Jane & Michael: We will. (Walk hand in hand to South)

South: Will your love survive the harsh fires of change? 

Jane & Michael: It will. 

South: Then accept the Blessing of the Element of Fire in this the place of Summer. May your home be filled with warmth. (Walk together to West)

West: Will your love survive the ebb and flow of feeling? 

Jane & Michael: It will. 

West: Then accept the Blessing of the Element of Water in this the place of Autumn. May your life together be filled with love.  (Walk together to North)

North: Will your love survive the times of stillness and restriction? 

Jane & Michael: It will.

North: Then accept the Blessing of the Element of Earth in this the place of Winter. May your union be strong and fruitful.  (Walk together to East)

East: Will your love survive the clear light of Day? 

Jane & Michael: It will. 

East: Then accept the Blessing of the Element of Air in this the Place of Spring. May your marriage be blessed by the Light of every new Dawn. 

Druidess: All things in Nature are circular - night becomes day, day becomes night and night becomes day again. The moon waxes and wanes and waxes again. There is Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter and then the Spring returns. These things are part of the Great Mysteries. Michael & Jane, do you bring your symbols of these Great Mysteries of Life? 

Jane & Michael: We do. 

Druid: Then before all present repeat these words. 

Jane (facing Michael and handing him the ring): Accept in freedom this circle of gold as a token of my vows. With it I pledge my love, my strength and my friendship. I bring thee joy now and for ever. I vow upon this Holy Earth that through you I will honour all men.

Michael (facing Jane and handing her the ring): Accept in freedom this circle of gold as a token of my vows. With it I pledge my love, my strength and my friendship. I bring thee joy now and for ever. I vow in the face of Heaven that through you I will honour all women. 

Jane: In the name of Brighid I bring you the warmth of my heart. (Jane is handed a lighted taper by her mother or female participant) 

Michael: In the name of Aengus mac Og I bring you the light of my love (Michael is handed a lighted taper by his father or male participant) They both light a single candle together. (This candle could be kept and relit at each anniversary) 

All: May the warmth and the light of your union be blessed.

Druid: Do you swear upon the Sword of Justice to keep sacred your vows? 

Jane & Michael: We swear.

Druidess: Then seal your promise with a kiss. 

Druid: Beneficent Spirits and Souls of our Ancestors, accept the union of your children. Help them, guide them, protect and bless their home and the children born of their union. May their life together reflect the harmony of all life in its perfect union. May they work together in times of ease and times of hardship, knowing that they are truly blessed. From this time forth you walk together along Life's Path; may your way be Blessed. (Jane and Michael walk together sunwise around the circle to be greeted by each of the participants, then stand together west of centre) 

Druid: It is the hour of recall. As the fire dies down let it be re-lit in your hearts. May your memories hold what the eye and ear have gained. 

Druidess: We thank the Powers of Love and Peace for their presence within this Sacred Place. Let us offer the words that unite all 

Druids:  Grant, O God/dess, thy Protection

And in Protection, Strength, And in Strength, Understanding, And in Understanding, Knowledge, And in Knowledge, The Knowledge of Justice , And in the Knowledge of Justice, the Love of it.  And in the Love of it, The Love of all Existences.  And in the Love of all Existences, the Love of the God/ess and all Goodness.

Druid: Let the spirits of the Four Directions be thanked for their blessings. 

East: In the name of the hawk of dawn and of the element air, we thank the powers of the East. 

West: In the name of the salmon of wisdom and the element of water we thank the powers of the West. 

South: In the name of the great stag and of the element of fire, we thank the powers of the South.

North: In the name of the great bear of the starry heavens and of the element of earth, we thank the powers of the North. 

Druid: May the blessing of the Uncreated One, of her Daughter/his Son The Created Word and of the Spirit that is the Inspirer be always with us. May the world be filled with Harmony and Light. 

Druidess: Let us now form the Three Circles of Existence. (The married couple hold hands, forming the central circle. The participants in the outer circle and the horseshoe hold hands to form two further circles.) 

All: We swear by peace and love to stand Heart to heart and hand in hand.  Mark O Spirit and hear us now, Confirming this our Sacred Vow. 

Druid: This Sacred Rite of Marriage ends in peace, as in peace it began. Let us withdraw, holding peace and love in our hearts until we meet again. 

The Druid unwinds the circle and exits with Druidess sunwise. Michael and Jane follow. Then the rest of the inner circle. Then the outer circle walk across the centre in pairs and out through the western gate.

THE FORM OF MATRIMONY IN THE MIDDLE AGES - As reconstructed by W. J. Bethancourt III, known in the SCA Inc. as Ioseph of Locksley
This is not intended to be represented as a true medieval marriage rite, but rather a reconstruction (with such alterations and interpolations as to make it acceptable in modern usages) from available references for use within the SCA, nor is it represented as a "official" rite of any Church, nor as an official ceremony of the SCA Inc. 

The sources used were the Book of Common Prayer of HRM Elizabeth I of England, the Sarum Rite, the York Rite, and various other lesser sources. 

At the day and time appointed for solemnization of Matrimony,  the persons to be married shall come into the porch of the Church  with their friends and neighbors; and there standing together, the  Man on the right hand, and the woman on the left, with that person who shall give the Woman betwixt them, the Priest shall say,

Dearly beloved, we are gathered together here in the sight of God to join together this Man and this Woman in holy Matrimony; which is an honourable estate, instituted of God in Paradise, and into which holy estate these two persons present come now to be joined. Therefore if any man can shew any just cause, why they may not lawfully be joined together, let him now speak, or else hereafter for ever hold his peace. 

 And  also,  speaking unto the persons that shall  be  married,  he  shall say,

I require and charge you both, as ye will answer at the dreadful day of judgement when the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed, that if either of you know any impediment, why ye may not be lawfully joined together in Matrimony, that ye confess it. For ye be well assured, that so many as be coupled together otherwise than God's Word doth allow are not joined together by God; neither is their Matrimony lawful. 

At  which day of Marriage, if any man do alledge and  declare  any impediment, why they may not be coupled together in Matrimony,  by God's  Law,  or  the Laws of the Realm; and will be bound, and sufficient  sureties with him, to the parties;  or else put  in  a Caution  (to the full value of such charges as the persons  to  be married  do  thereby sustain) to prove his allegation; then the solemnization must be deferred, until such time as the  truth  be      tried. If no impediment be alleged, then shall the Priest say unto the Man,

N., Wilt thou have this Woman to be thy wedded wife, to live together after God's ordinance in the holy estate of Matrimony? Wilt thou love her, comfort her, honour, and keep her, in sickness and in health; and forsaking all other, keep thee only unto her, so long as ye both shall live? 

The Man shall answer: 

I will. 

Then shall the Priest say to the Woman, 

N., Wilt thou have this man to be thy wedded husband, to live together after God's ordinance in the holy estate of Matrimony?  Wilt thou obey him, and serve him, love, honour, and keep him in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all other, keep thee only unto him, so long as ye both shall live? 

The Woman shall answer: 

I will. 

Thus ends the formal betrothal.  They shall then advance unto the Altar, led by the Minister, who shall then turn to the assembled company, and say:

Who giveth this Woman to be married to this Man? 

And the person who gives the Woman shall answer, and shall place the Woman's right hand in the hand of the Minister, and then shall retire.

Then shall they give their troth to each other in this manner:

The  Minister,  receiving the Woman at her  father's  or  friend's hands,  shall cause the Man with his right hand to take the  Woman by her right hand, and to say after him as followeth, I, N., take thee N to my wedded wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, for fairer or fouler, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us depart, according to God's holy ordinance; and thereunto I plight thee my troth. 

Then  shall they loose their hands; and the Woman, with her  right hand  taking the Man by his right hand, shall likewise  say  after the Minister,

I N. take thee N to my wedded husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, to be bonny and buxom at bed and at board, to love and to cherish, till death us depart, according to God's holy ordinance; and thereunto I plight thee my troth. 

Then  shall they again loose their hands; and the Man  shall  give unto  the  Woman a Ring, laying the same upon the Book  with  the accustomed  duty to the Priest and Clerk.  And the Priest shall bless the Ring(s) in the following manner:

Bless these Rings, O merciful Lord, that those who wear them, that give and recieve them, may be ever faithful to one another, remain in your peace, and live and grow old together in your love, under their own vine and fig tree, and seeing their children's children. Amen. 

And the Priest,  taking the  Ring, shall deliver it to the Man, to put it on  the  fourth finger  of  the Woman's left hand.  And the Man holding the ring there, and taught by the Priest, shall say,

With this Ring I thee wed, (here placing it upon her thumb) and with my body I thee honor, (here placing it upon her index finger) and with all my worldly goods I thee endow; (here placing it upon her ring finger) In the Name of the Father, + and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

If it be a double-ring ceremony, let the Woman do the same as the Man, giving him the ring, and repeating the same words as he.

They both shall kneel down; and the Minister shall say,

Let us pray. 

O Eternal God, Creator and Preserver of all mankind, Giver of all spiritual grace, the Author of everlasting life; Send thy blessing upon these thy servants, this man and this woman, whom we bless in thy Name; + that, as Isaac and Rebecca lived faithfully together, so these persons may surely perform and keep the vow and covenant betwixt them made, whereof this Ring given and received is a token and pledge, and may ever hereafter remain in perfect love and peace together, and live according to thy laws; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

And here shall be said the "Our Father." 

Then shall the Priest join their right hands together, and say, 

Those whom God hath joined together let no man put asunder. 

Then shall the Minister speak unto the people. 

Forasmuch as N and N have consented together in holy wedlock, and have witnessed the same before God and this company, and thereto have given and pledged their troth each to the other, and have declared the same by giving and receiving of a Ring, and by joining of hands; I pronounce therefore that they be Man and Wife together, in the Name of the Father, + and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

And the Minister shall add this blessing. 

God the Father, + God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord mercifully with his favour look upon you; and so fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace, that ye may so live together in this life, that in the world to come ye may have life everlasting. Amen. 

And here the Minister shall turn the couple to the Company, and they may kiss each the other, and then proceed from the Altar.

And if it be the wish of the couple to take Communion, they may do it privately, following these ceremonies.

Here endeth the Medieval Wedding

THE FORM OF SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONY
Drawn From The Book of Common Prayer of the Church of England.  As Promulgated by Elizabeth I, Those words in CAPITALS denote differences from the BCP of A.D. 1837 - 1901, and those words in (parens) denote words not used in Elizabeth I's BCP.   Transcribed by Sam'l de Basset and Ioseph of Locksley 

At the day and time appointed for solemnization of Matrimony,  the persons to be married shall come into the body of the Church  with their friends and neighbors; and there standing together, the  Man on the right hand, and the woman on the left, the Priest shall say,

Dearly beloved, we are gathered together here in the sight of God, and in the face of HIS congregation, to join together this Man and this Woman in holy Matrimony; which is an honourable estate, instituted OF GOD IN PARADISE in the time of man's innocency, signifying unto us the mystical union that is betwIXT Christ and his Church; which holy estate Christ adorned and beautified with his presence, and first miracle that he wrought, in Cana of Galilee; and is commended of Saint Paul to be honorable among all men: and therefore is not (by any) to be enterprised, NOR taken in hand, unadvisedly, lightly, or wantonly, to satisfy MEN's carnal lusts and appetites, like brute beasts that have no understanding, but reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly, and in the fear of God; duly considering the causes for which Matrimony was ordained. ONE WAS the procreation of children, to be brought up in the fear and nurture of the Lord, and PRAISE OF GOD.  

Secondly, It was ordained for a remedy against sin, and to avoid forni-cation; that such persons as have not the gift of continency might marry, and keep themselves undefiled members of Christ's body. Thirdly, It was ordained for the mutual society, help, and comfort, that the one ought to have of the other, both in prosperity and adversity. Into which holy estate these two persons present COME NOW to be joined. Therefore if any man can shew any just cause, why they may not lawfully be joined together, let him now speak, or else hereafter for ever hold his peace. 

And  also,  speaking unto the persons that shall  be  married,  he shall say,

I require and charge you both, as ye will answer at the dreadful day of judgement when the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed, that if either of you know any impediment, why ye may not be lawfully joined together in Matrimony, THAT YE confess it. For YE BE well assured, that so many as BE coupled together otherwise than God's Word doth allow are not joined together by God; neither is their Matrimony lawful. 

At  which day of Marriage, if any man do allege and  declare  any impediment, why they may not be coupled together in Matrimony,  by God's  Law,  or  the Laws of the Realm; and  will  be  bound,  and sufficient  sureties with him, to the parties;  or else put  in  a Caution  (to the full value of such charges as the persons  to  be married  do  thereby sustain) to prove his  allegation;  then  the solemnization  must be deferred, until such time as the  truth  be tried.  If  no impediment be alleged, then shall the Curate say  unto  the Man,

N., Wilt thou have this Woman to be thy wedded wife, to live together after God's ordinance in the holy estate of Matrimony? Wilt thou love her, comfort her, honour, and keep her, in sickness and in health; and forsaking all other, keep thee only unto her, so long as ye both shall live? 

The Man shall answer: 

I will. 

Then shall the Priest say to the Woman, 

N., Wilt thou have this man to be thy wedded husband, to live together after God's ordinance in the holy estate of Matrimony? Wilt thou obey him, and serve him, love, honour, and keep him in sickness and in health; and, forsak ing all other, keep thee only unto him, so long as ye both shall live? 

The Woman shall answer: 

I will. 

Then shall the Minister say, 

Who giveth this Woman to be married to this Man? 

Then shall they give their troth to each other in this manner. 

The  Minister,  receiving the Woman at her  father's  or  friend's hands,  shall cause the Man with his right hand to take the  Woman by her right hand, and to say after him as followeth,

I, N., take thee N to my wedded wife, to have and to hold from this day for ward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us DEPART, according to God's holy ordinance; and thereto I PLIGHT thee my troth. 

Then  shall they loose their hands; and the Woman, with her  right hand  taking the Man by his right hand, shall likewise  say  after  the Minister,

I N. take thee N to my wedded husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love, cherish, and to obey, till death us DEPART, according to God's holy ordinance; and thereto I give thee my troth. 

Then  shall they again loose their hands; and the Man  shall  give unto  the  Woman a Ring, laying the same upon the  book  with  the accustomed  duty to the Priest and Clerk.  And the Priest,  taking the  Ring,  shall deliver it to the Man, to put it on  the  fourth finger  of  the Woman's left hand.  And the Man holding  the  ring there, and taught by the Priest, shall say,

With this Ring I thee wed, (and) with my body I thee worship, and with all my worldly goods I thee endow; In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Then  the  Man  leaving the Ring upon the  fourth  finger  of  the Woman's  left hand, they both shall kneel down;  and the  Minister shall say,

Let us pray. 

O Eternal God, Creator and Preserver of all mankind, Giver of all spiritual grace, the Author of everlasting life; Send thy blessing upon these thy servants, this man and this woman, whom we bless in thy Name; that, as Isaac and Rebecca lived faithfully together, so these persons may surely perform and keep the vow and covenant betwixt them made, (whereof this Ring given and received is a token and pledge,) and may ever hereafter remain in perfect love and peace together, and live according to thy laws; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Then shall the Priest join their right hands together, and say, 

Those whom God hath joined together let no man put asunder. 

Then shall the Minister speak unto the people. 

Forasmuch as M and N have consented together in holy wedlock, and have witnessed the same before God and this company, and thereto have given and pledged their troth either to (the) other, and have declared the same by giving and receiving of a Ring, and by joining of hands; I pronounce that they be Man and Wife together, In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 

And the Minister shall add this blessing. 

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghost, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord mercifully with his favour look upon you; and so fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace, that ye may so live together in this life, that in the world to come ye may have life everlasting. Amen. 

There after are said or sung Beati Omnes -- Ps. CXXVIII or Deus Misereatur -- Ps. LXVII, The Glory Be, The Kyrie, The Our Father, A short Litany, & Two Pages of Exceedingly Verbose Prayers which my laziness prevaileth upon me NOT to transcribe. Holy Communion for the Bride and Groom is required to be taken that same day. 

WEDDING CEREMONY --1662 Book of Common Prayer

This prefatory note is necessary because many readers will not realize what they have in their hands.  This is the uncut and unedited marriage ceremony from the 1662 Book of Common Prayer. Together with the Authorised (King James) Version of the Bible (1611), it represents  the high water mark of Elizabethan religious prose.  After 400 years, The Book of Common Prayer remains an official prayer book of the Church of England (C of E) and the Anglican Communion.  In England, the Alternative Service Book (ASB) is the preferred modern prayer book (resulting in a cartoon in the "Church Times" newspaper "Daddy, what is the Alternative Service Book an alternative to?").  In America, conservative Episcopalians use the 1928 Book of Common Prayer, which is a modified version of the post American Revolution 1789 BCP based on the 1662 BCP.  The ASB and the Episcopal Church of the USA's 1979 Book of Common Prayer were attempts by those institutions to make the prayer books acceptable to contemporary tastes.  You can decide for yourself if they succeeded.
When you read the 1662 Marriage Service, you will note that its most controversial elements are not the ones concerning the status of the wife vis-a-vis the husband but rather the "vulgar bits" that discuss the purpose of marriage: the procreation of children and the avoidance of fornication.  In spite of everything, it is quite possible to use the un-bowdlerized version of the service today.  My wife and I used it in 1982, and survived the experience.  Note that on their wedding day, the bride and groom often put on costumes and perform many activities that they would not ordinarily think of doing.  The 1662 Service is just one more unusual thing to do.  Let me say from personal experience that when we used these words, we felt really married.  Beats the Apache Wedding Prayer (which loses something in the translation).
THE FORM OF SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONY
[First the Banns of all that are to be married together must be published in the Church three several Sundays,  during the time of Morning Service, or of Evening Service, (if there be no Morning Service,) immediately after the second Lesson; the Curate saying after the accustomed manner,]

I PUBLISH the Banns of Marriage between M. of _______ and N. of _____.  If any of you know cause, or just impediment, why these two persons should not be joined together in holy Matrimony, ye

are to declare it.  This is the first [second, or third] time of asking.

[And if the persons that are to be married dwell in divers Parishes, the Banns must be asked in both Parishes; and the Curate of the one Parish shall not solemnize Matrimony betwixt them, without a Certificate of the Banns being thrice asked, from the Curate of the other Parish.]

[At the day and time appointed for solemnization of Matrimony, the persons to be married shall come into the body of the Church with their friends and neighbours: and there standing together, the Man on the right hand, and the Woman on the left, the Priest shall say,]

DEARLY beloved, we are gathered together here in the sight of God, and in the face of this congregation, to join together this Man and this woman in holy Matrimony; which is an honourable estate, instituted of God in the time of man's innocency, signifying unto us the mystical union that is betwixt Christ and his Church; which holy estate Christ adorned and beautified with his presence, and first miracle that he wrought, in Cana of Galilee; and is commended of Saint Paul to be honourable among all men: and therefore is not by any to be enterprised, nor taken in hand, unadvisedly, lightly, or wantonly, to satisfy men's carnal lusts and appetites, like brute beasts that have no understanding; but reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly, and in the fear of God; duly considering the causes for which Matrimony was ordained.

First, It was ordained for the procreation of children, to be brought up in the fear and nurture of the Lord, and to the praise of his holy Name.

Secondly, It was ordained for a remedy against sin, and to avoid fornication; that such persons as have not the gift of continency might marry, and keep themselves undefiled members of Christ’s body.

Thirdly, It was ordained for the mutual society, help, and comfort, that the one ought to have of the other, both in prosperity and adversity.  Into which holy estate these two persons present come now to be joined.  Therefore, if any many can shew any just cause, why they may not lawfully be joined together,

let him now speak, or else hereafter for ever hold his peace.

[And also, speaking unto the persons that shall be married, he shall say,]

I REQUIRE and charge you both, as ye will answer at the dreadful day of judgement when the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed, that if either of you know any impediment, why ye may not be lawfully joined together in Matrimony, ye do now confess it.  For be ye well assured, that so many as are coupled together otherwise than God's Word doth allow are not joined together by God; neither is their Matrimony lawful.

[At which day of Marriage, if any man do allege and declare any impediment, why they may not be coupled together in Matrimony, by God's Law, or the Laws of this Realm; and will be bound, and sufficient sureties with him, to the parties; or else put in a Caution (to the full value of such charges as the persons to be married do thereby sustain) to prove his allegation: then the solemnization must be deferred, until such time as the truth be tried.]

[If no impediment be alleged then shall the Curate say unto the Man,]

M. Wilt thou have this Woman to thy wedded Wife, to live together after God's ordinance in the holy estate of Matrimony?  Wilt thou love her, comfort her, honour, and keep her in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all other, keep thee only unto her, so long as ye both shall live?

[The Man shall answer,]  I will.

[Then shall the Priest say unto the Woman,]

N. Wilt thou have this Man to thy wedded Husband, to live together after God's ordinance in the holy estate of Matrimony?  Wilt thou obey him, and serve him, love, honour, and keep him in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all other, keep thee only unto him, so long as ye both shall live?

[The Woman shall answer,]  I will.

[Then shall the Minister say,]

Who giveth this Woman to be married to this Man?

[Then shall they give their troth to each other in this manner.]

[The Minister, receiving the Woman at her father’s or friend’s hands, shall cause the Man with his right hand to take the Woman by her right hand, and to say after him as followeth.]

I M. take thee N. to my wedded Wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do part, according to God’s holy ordinance; and thereto I plight thee my troth.

[Then shall they loose their hands; and the Woman, with her right hand, taking the Man by his right hand, shall likewise say after the Minister,]

I N. take thee M. to my wedded Husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love, cherish, and to obey, till death us do part, according to God’s holy ordinance; and thereto I give thee my troth.

[Then shall they again loose their hands; and the Man shall give unto the Woman a Ring, laying the same upon the book with the accustomed duty to the Priest and Clerk.  And the Priest, taking the Ring, shall deliver it unto the Man, to put it upon the fourth finger of the Woman's left hand.  And the Man holding the Ring there, and taught by the Priest, shall say,]

WITH this Ring I thee wed, with my Body I thee worship, and with all my worldly goods I thee endow:  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

[Then the Man leaving the Ring upon the fourth finger of the Woman's left hand, they shall both kneel down, and the Minister shall say,]

Let us pray.

O ETERNAL God, Creator and Preserver of all mankind, Giver of all spiritual grace, the Author of everlasting life; Send thy blessing upon these thy servants, this Man and this Woman, whom we bless in thy Name; that, as Isaac and Rebecca lived faithfully together, so these persons may surely perform and keep the vow and covenant betwixt them made, (whereof this Ring given and received is a token and pledge,) and may ever remain in perfect love and peace together, and live according to thy laws; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

[Then shall the Priest join their right hands together, and say,]

Those whom God hath joined together let no man put asunder.

[Then shall the Minister speak unto the people.]

FORASMUCH as M. and N. have consented together in holy Wedlock, and have witnessed the same before God and this company, and thereto have given and pledged their troth either to other, and have declared the same by giving and receiving of a Ring, and by joining of hands; I pronounce that they be Man and Wife together, In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

[And the Minister shall add this Blessing.]

GOD the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghost, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord mercifully with his favour look upon you; and so fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace, that ye may so live together in this life, that in the world to come ye may have life everlasting.  Amen.

[Then the Minister or Clerks, going to the Lord's Table, shall say or sing this Psalm following.]

Beati Omnes.  Psalm cxxviii.

BLESSED are all they that fear the Lord:  and walk in his ways.  For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands:  O well is thee, and happy shalt thou be.  Thy wife shall be as the fruitful vine:  upon the walls of thine house;  Thy children like the olive-branches:  round about thy table.  Lo, thus shall the man be blessed:  that feareth the Lord.  The Lord from out of Sion shall so bless thee:  that thou shalt see Jerusalem in prosperity all thy life long;  Yea, that thou shalt see thy children's children: and peace upon Israel.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen.

[Or this Psalm]

Deus misereatur.  Psalm lxvii.

GOD be merciful unto us, and bless us: and shew us the light of his countenance, and be merciful unto us.  That thy way may be known upon earth: thy saving health among all nations.  Let the people praise thee, O God: yea, let all the people praise thee.  O let the nations rejoice and be glad: for thou shalt judge the folk righteously, and govern the nations upon earth.   Let the people praise thee, O God: yea, let all the people praise thee.  Then shall the earth bring forth her increase:  and God, even our own God, shall give us his blessing.  God shall bless us:  and all the ends of the world shall fear him.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen.

[The Psalm ended, and the Man and the Woman kneeling before the Lord's Table, the Priest standing at the Table, and turning his face towards them, shall say,]

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Answer.   Christ, have mercy upon us.

Minister. Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done in earth, As it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil.  Amen.

Minister. O Lord, save thy servant, and thy handmaid;  

Answer.   Who put their trust in thee.

Minister. O Lord, send them help from thy holy place;

Answer.   And evermore defend them.

Minister. Be unto them a tower of strength,

Answer.   From the face of their enemy.

Minister. O Lord hear our prayer.

Answer.   And let our cry come unto thee.

Minister.  O GOD of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob, bless these thy servants, and sow the seed of eternal life in their hearts; that whatsoever in thy holy Word they shall profitably learn, they may in deed fulfil the same.  Look, O Lord, mercifully upon them from heaven, and bless them.  And as thou didst send thy blessing upon Abraham and Sarah, to their great comfort, so vouchsafe to send thy blessing upon these thy servants; that they obeying thy will, and alway being in safety under thy protection, may abide in thy love unto their lives' end; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

[This Prayer next following shall be omitted, where the Woman is past child-bearing.]

O MERCIFUL Lord, and heavenly Father, by whose gracious gift mankind is increased; we beseech thee, assist with thy blessing these two persons, that they may both be fruitful in procreation of children, and also live together so long in godly love and honesty, that they may see their children christianly and virtuously brought up, to thy praise and honour; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

O GOD, who by thy mighty power hast made all things of nothing; who also (after other things set in order) didst appoint, that out of man (created after thine own image and similitude) woman should take her beginning; and, knitting them together, didst teach that it should never be lawful to put asunder those whom thou by Matrimony hadst made one:  O God, who hast consecrated the state of Matrimony to such an excellent mystery, that in it is signified and represented the spiritual marriage and unity betwixt Christ and his Church; Look mercifully upon these thy servants, that both this man may love his wife, according to thy Word, (as Christ did love his spouse the Church, who gave himself for it, loving and cherishing it even as his own flesh), and also that this woman may be loving and amiable, faithful and obedient to her husband; and in all quietness, sobriety, and peace, be a follower of holy and godly matrons.  O Lord, bless them both, and grant them to inherit thy everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

[Then shall the Priest say,]

ALMIGHTY God, who at the beginning did create our first parents, Adam and Eve, and did sanctify and join them together in marriage; Pour upon you the riches of his grace, sanctify and bless you, that ye may please him both in body and soul, and live together in holy love unto your lives’ end.  Amen.

[After which, if there be no sermon declaring the Duties of Man and Wife, the Minister shall read as followeth.]

ALL ye that are married, or that intend to take the holy estate of Matrimony upon you, hear what the holy scripture doth say as touching the duty of husbands towards their wives, and wives towards their husbands.

Saint Paul, in his Epistle to the Ephesians,  the fifth Chapter, doth give this commandment to all married men; Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the Church, and gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water, by the Word; that he might present it to himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy, and without blemish.  So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies.  He that loveth his wife loveth himself:  for no man ever yet hated his own flesh, but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the Church:  for we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife; and they two shall be one flesh.  This is a great mystery; but I speak concerning Christ and the Church. Nevertheless, let every one of you in particular so love his wife, even as himself.

Likewise same Saint Paul, writing to the Colossians, speaketh thus all men that are married; Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.

Hear also what Saint Peter, the Apostle of Christ, who was himself a married man, saith unto them that are married; Ye husbands, dwell with your wives according to knowledge; giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers be not hindered.

Hitherto ye have heard the duty of the husband toward the wife.  Now likewise ye wives, hear and learn your duties toward your husbands, even as it is plainly set forth in holy Scripture.

Saint Paul, in the aforenamed Epistle to the Ephesians, teacheth you thus; Wives; submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the Church:  and he is the Saviour of the body. Therefore as the Church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. And again he saith, Let the wife see that she reverence her husband.

And in his Epistle to the Colossians,  Saint Paul giveth you this short lesson; Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.

Saint Peter also doth instruct you very well, thus saying; Ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the Word, they also may without the Word be won by the conversation of the wives; while they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear.  Whose adorning, let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible; even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.  For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands; even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord; whose daughters ye are as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.

[It is convenient that the new-married persons should receive the holy Communion at the time of their Marriage, or at the first opportunity after their Marriage.]

THE FORM OF MATRIMONY IN THE EUROPEAN MIDDLE AGES - As reconstructed by W. J. Bethancourt III, 

This is not intended to be represented as a true medieval marriage rite, but rather a reconstruction (with such alterations and interpolations as to make it acceptable in modern usages) from available references for use within the SCA, nor is it represented as a "official" rite of any Church,  nor as an official ceremony of the SCA Inc.

The sources used were the Book of Common Prayer of HRM Elizabeth I of England, extracts from the Sarum Rite and the York Rite, and various other  lesser sources.

At the day and time appointed for solemnization of Matrimony,  the persons to be married shall come into the porch of the Church  with their friends and neighbors; and there standing together, the  Man on the right hand, and the woman on the left, with that person who shall give the Woman betwixt them, the Priest shall say,

Dearly beloved, we are gathered together here in the sight of God to join together this Man and this Woman  in  holy Matrimony; which is an honourable estate, instituted  of God in Paradise, and into which holy estate these two persons present come now to be joined.   Therefore if  any  man  can shew any just cause, why they may  not  lawfully  be  joined together, let him now speak, or else hereafter for ever hold his peace. 

And  also,  speaking unto the persons that shall  be  married,  he shall say,

I require and charge you both, as ye will answer at the dreadful day of  judgement when the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed, that if either of  you know any impediment, why ye may not be lawfully joined together in  Matrimony, that ye confess it.  For ye be well assured, that so many as be coupled together otherwise than God's Word doth allow are not joined together by  God; neither is their Matrimony lawful. 

At  which day of Marriage, if any man do alledge and  declare  any impediment, why they may not be coupled together in Matrimony,  by God's  Law,  or  the Laws of the Realm; and  will  be  bound,  and sufficient  sureties with him, to the parties;  or else put  in  a Caution  (to the full value of such charges as the persons  to  be married  do  thereby sustain) to prove his  allegation;  then  the solemnization  must be deferred, until such time as the  truth  be tried. If no impediment be alleged, then shall the Priest say unto the Man,

N.,  Wilt thou have this Woman to be thy wedded wife, to live  together after God's ordinance in the holy estate of Matrimony?  Wilt thou love her,  comfort her, honour, and keep her, in sickness and in health; and forsaking all other, keep thee only unto her, so long as ye both shall live? 

The Man shall answer:  I will.

Then shall the Priest say to the Woman,

N.,  Wilt thou have this man to be thy wedded husband, to live together after God's  ordinance  in the holy estate of Matrimony?  Wilt thou  obey him,  and serve him, love, honour, and keep him in sickness and in health; and,  forsaking all other, keep thee only unto him, so long as ye both shall live? 

The Woman shall answer:  I will.

Thus ends the formal betrothal.  They shall then advance unto the Altar, led by the Minister, who shall then turn to the assembled company, and say:

Who giveth this Woman to be married to this Man?     

And the person who gives the Woman shall answer, and shall place the Woman's right hand in the hand of the Minister, and then shall retire.

Then shall they give their troth to each other in this manner:

The  Minister,  receiving the Woman at her  father's  or  friend's hands,  shall cause the Man with his right hand to take the  Woman by her right hand, and to say after him as followeth,

I,  N., take thee N to my wedded wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, for fairer or fouler, in sickness and in  health, to  love and to cherish, till death us depart, according to God's  holy  ordinance; and thereunto I plight thee my troth. 

Then  shall they loose their hands; and the Woman, with her  right hand  taking the Man by his right hand, shall likewise  say  after the Minister,

I  N.  take  thee N to my wedded husband, to have and to hold  from  this day forward,  for  better  for worse, for richer or poorer, in  sickness and  in health, to be bonny and buxom at bed and at board, to love and to cherish, till death us depart,  according  to God's holy ordinance; and thereunto I plight thee my troth. 

Then  shall they again loose their hands; and the Man  shall  give unto  the  Woman a Ring, laying the same upon the Book  with  the  accustomed  duty to the Priest and Clerk.  And the Priest shall bless the Ring(s) in the following manner:     

Bless these Rings, O merciful Lord, that those who wear them, that give and recieve them, may be ever faithful to one another, remain in your peace, and live and grow old together in your love, under their own vine and fig tree, and seeing their children's children. Amen.

And the Priest,  taking the  Ring, shall deliver it to the Man, to put it on  the  fourth finger  of  the Woman's left hand.  And the Man holding the ring there, and taught by the Priest, shall say,

With this Ring I thee wed, (here placing it upon her thumb) and with my  body I thee honor, (here placing it upon her index finger) and with all my worldly goods I thee endow; (here placing it upon her ring finger) In the Name of the Father, + and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

If it be a double-ring ceremony, let the Woman do the same as the Man, giving him the ring, and repeating the same words as he.

They both shall kneel down; and the Minister shall say,

Let us pray.

O Eternal God, Creator and Preserver of all mankind, Giver of  all  spiritual grace, the Author of everlasting life;  Send thy blessing upon  these thy servants, this man and this woman, whom we bless in thy Name; + that, as Isaac  and Rebecca  lived  faithfully together, so these persons may surely  perform  and keep  the  vow and covenant betwixt them made,  whereof this  Ring  given  and received is a token and pledge, and may ever hereafter remain in perfect love and peace together, and live according to thy laws;  through Jesus Christ  our Lord.  Amen. 

And here shall be said the "Our Father."

Then shall the Priest join their right hands together, and say,

Those whom God hath joined together let no man put asunder.

Then shall the Minister speak unto the people.

Forasmuch as N and N have consented together in holy wedlock, and  have  witnessed the same before God and this company, and thereto have  given  and pledged their troth each to the other, and have declared the same  by giving  and  receiving  of a Ring, and  by  joining  of  hands;   I pronounce therefore that they be Man and Wife together, in the Name of the  Father, + and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

And the Minister shall add this blessing.

God the Father, + God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and  keep you;  the Lord mercifully with his favour look upon you;  and so fill you with all  spiritual  benediction and grace, that ye may so live  together  in  this life, that in the world to come ye may have life everlasting.  Amen. 

And here the Minister shall turn the couple to the Company, and they may kiss each the other, and then proceed from the Altar.

And if it be the wish of the couple to take Communion, they may do it privately, following these ceremonies.
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BLOOD DRINKER’S (VAMPIRE) CEREMONY
[EMOTE] stands silently before the altar, the dark hood of the robe hiding her face in darkness. Black and red rose pedals are strewn about the floor at her feet. A skull, with an unlit candle atop it is held in her hand. With a gesture of the other hand, the flame springs to life.

[EMOTE] lifts her face slowly, features cast in eerie shadows by the flickering candle-light, eyes gleaming balefully over the assembled throng.

[EMOTE] whispers, "Tonight, we are gathered under the cloak of Mother Night and the eye of her Sister Moon, to bond these two, [BRIDE] and [GROOM], in eternal companionship."

[EMOTE] continues in a low hiss, "From this night forth, they shall walk together in eternity, their cold hands clasped, their still hearts possessed completely by the other.  This is not a vow entered into lightly by those who shall not be touched by the withering fingers of time. 

The bond is unbreakable. Their blood shall become as one. Should one be struck down, so shall fall the other, but also so bonded, their strengths shall be joined and the love in their unbeating hearts shall fill their dead flesh with an impossible warmth."

[EMOTE] turns to the pale couple before her and  whispers, "Turn to face each other, so that you may look upon the visage that shall be one with you for the rest of time."

[EMOTE GROOM] gazes into [BRIDE'S] face, his eyes feral with the knowledge that she will soon be his, completely. As his eyes slowly drink in the beauty of her pale, flawless face, his feeding teeth unsheathe partially in anticipation.

[EMOTE BRIDE] looks back into [GROOM'S] fierce eyes, feeling that not even the agony of the burning rays of the sun could diminish the joy she feels at this moment. The stolen blood of her last victim flushes her lips, making them full and scarlet against her stark, white flesh.

[EMOTE] looks at [GROOM], her lips a grim line as she whispers, "Will you, [GROOM], son of darkness, swear by the very unlife that fills you, by the stolen blood that pounds through your veins, to give yourself completely, utterly, without question or doubt, to this mate? To hunt with, offering always the choicest prey first to her before taking it yourself, because you love her? To spend your days of slumber with her clutched in your arms? If she hungers, to feed her from your own veins until she is quenched? To use your body to shade her should the hateful sun seek to touch her? And if she is taken from you, will you remain by her ashes until yours too are mingled with her own?"

[EMOTE GROOM] looks at [BRIDE] and whispers, "I will do all of those thing and so much more. I will do anything for my dark beauty, my love."

[EMOTE] looks at [BRIDE], her lips a grim line as she whispers, "Will you, [BRIDE], daughter of shadows, swear by the very unlife that fills you, by the stolen blood that pounds through your veins, to give yourself completely, utterly, without uestion or doubt, to this mate? To hunt with, forsaking the choicest prey even when offered, because you love him? To spend your days of slumber protected in his arms? If he hungers, to feed him from your own veins until he is quenched? To use your body to shade him should the hateful sun seek to touch him? And if he is taken from you, will you remain by his ashes until yours too are mingled with his own?"

[EMOTE BRIDE] looks at [GROOM] and whispers, "I will do all of those thing and so much more. I will do anything for my dark lord, my love."

[EMOTE] smiles slightly and nods to the couple.

[EMOTE GROOM] leans close to [BRIDE], pressing his lips against her throat.

[EMOTE BRIDE] sighs deeply and lowers her mouth to his neck.

[EMOTE] whispers, "May the shadows hold you both safe in its velvet folds as you begin this journey together that shall not end until time itself has no meaning."

[EMOTE GROOM] bites down hard into the tender, white flesh of her throat, ripping slightly until her blood gushes into his mouth. He wraps his arm around her and crushes her against his chest.

[EMOTE BRIDE] whimpers slightly and then savagely latches down upon his throat as well, striking a vessel and swallowing repeatedly as his blood fills her mouth. She grips him tightly against her, possessively.

[EMOTE] watches them in grim approval as their bodies move softly against each other in their vampyric embrace, their blood mingling, their eternal spirits intertwining, their bodies becoming as one. She then clasps them each by the shoulder and pulls them apart gently. The bride and groom stare deeply into each other's eyes as they part, gasping hard, their mouth's wet with the blood of the other.

[EMOTE BRIDE] closes her eyes, a small bloody tear trickling slowly down her cheek.

[EMOTE GROOM] reaches out and touches [BRIDE'S] face softly.

[EMOTE] blows out the candle, casting a curtain of darkness over the couple and whispers, "It is

done." 

SYNERGY WEDDING CEREMONY
Wedding Guests:  All of us have been invited here for a holy purpose; not just to witness, but to participate fully with our thoughts, asking for blessings upon this couple and their married life.  You are here because this couple feels close to you and asks that you join with them in this dedication of sacred purpose.

[EMOTE] turns to [GROOM] and [BRIDE].

And with this journey, [GROOM] and [BRIDE], you bring your synergy.  The essence of synergy is to value differences - to respect them, to build on strength, to compensate for weakness.  Synergy is everywhere in nature.

This day we celebrate a sacred agreement between the two of you.  I congratulate you on the journey of your lives, on the strength and the courage it has taken for each of you to make your way to this place.

[BRIDE], [GROOM] is the Spirit's gift to you, but he is not a gift for you alone.  It is your highest will that in your love, this man might find within himself a greater sense of who he is meant to be.

You are asked to see the good in this man, to accept him for who he is and who he shall be, that thus he might be healed and made strong.  In this way, your highest purpose shall be accomplished in this relationship.  May this man find the kingdom of heaven through the love you share.

And so it is with you also, [GROOM], that although [BRIDE] is the Spirit's gift to you, she is not a gift intended for you alone.  You are asked to so love this woman, that in your love she might find herself as she is created, so beautiful and strong and brave and true, that the entire world might be blessed by the presence of a woman who shines so.

May she relax in your arms as she has never relaxed before.  May she know, from now on, that there is one on whose love she can depend forever.

[GROOM], turn to [BRIDE] and repeat after me:

"[BRIDE], I give you this ring as a symbol of my love.  As it encircles your finger, may it remind you always that you are surrounded by my enduring love."

[EMOTE GROOM] places the ring on her finger.

BRIDE:  I will wear it gladly.  Whenever I look at it, I will remember this joyous day and the vows we've made.  [GROOM], I give you this ring as a symbol of my love.  As it encircles your finger, may it remind you always that you are surrounded by my enduring love.

[EMOTE BRIDE] places the ring on his finger.

GROOM:  This ring is an emblem of my love.  It signifies that our souls are joined in life-long ties.

BRIDE:  This ring is beautiful - shining and pure.  I will strive to keep our marriage beautiful, too.

GROOM:  This ring is hard - sturdy and strong.  I will strive to keep our marriage strong, too.

Inasmuch as [GROOM] and [BRIDE] have consented together in marriage before their family and friends, have pledged their faith and declared their unity by each giving and receiving a ring and are now joined in mutual esteem and devotion; I, as officiator in this realm, but most of all by the power of their love for each other, pronounce that they are husband and wife together.

May the spirits watch over you as long as the grass grows and the rivers flow.

[GROOM], you may now kiss your bride.

May the sweetness of this kiss last your whole lives through! 

All Hail [BRIDE] and [GROOM]!!! 

BLOOD BINDING WEDDING CEREMONY
Wedding Guests:  This is a fairly difficult script to do.  It requires a lot of groom and bride participation, but it looks very smart if it's done smoothly.  Suitable for advanced typists or good copy/pasters.
May the place of this rite be consecrated before the Gods.  For we gather here in a ritual of love with the two who would be wedded.   

[GROOM] and [BRIDE], come forward to stand before me and before the Gods.

[EMOTE GROOM] kneels and holds his sword.

GROOM: With this sword, I promise to stand beside you through all the challenges of this life, to support you, and defend you whenever you need me.

BRIDE:  I accept your promise.

[EMOTE GROOM] kisses his blade, sheaths it, and rises.

[EMOTE BRIDE] kneels and holds her sword.

BRIDE: With this sword, I promise to stand beside you through all the challenges of this life, to support you, and defend you whenever you need me.

GROOM:  I accept your promise.

[EMOTE BRIDE] kisses her blade, sheaths it, and rises.

[EMOTE GROOM] takes the cup and kneels.

GROOM:  With this cup, I promise to accept the love you pour upon me, and to return that love in kind.

[EMOTE BRIDE] fills the cup halfway.

BRIDE:  Drink, then, of my love.

[EMOTE BRIDE] takes the cup and kneels.

BRIDE:  With this cup, I promise to accept the love you pour upon me, and to return that love in kind.

[EMOTE GROOM] fills the cup to the brim.

GROOM:  Drink, then, of my love.

[EMOTE GROOM] pricks his finger.

GROOM:  With this blood I ask the Gods to bless this union.

[EMOTE GROOM] lets a drop of his blood fall into the cup.

GROOM:  With this blood I bind my life to yours.

BRIDE:  I drink of our life together.

[EMOTE BRIDE] pricks her finger.

BRIDE: With this blood I ask the Gods to bless this union.

[EMOTE BRIDE] lets a drop of her blood fall into the cup.

BRIDE: With this blood I bind my life to yours.

[EMOTE GROOM] raises the cup.

[EMOTE BRIDE] places her hands over his.

GROOM: I drink of our life together.

[EMOTE GROOM] drinks from the cup.

[EMOTE BRIDE] drinks from the cup.

[GROOM] and [BRIDE], do you have vows you wish to exchange with each other?

BRIDE:  We do.

GROOM:  We do.

Please speak them now.

[Insert vows here ]

[GROOM] and [BRIDE], place your hands over mind and your rings.

Like a stone should your love be firm.  Be close, yet not too close.  Possess one another, yet be

understanding.

Have patience with each other for storms will come, but they will go quickly.  Be free in giving of affection and warmth.

Have no fear, and let not the ways or words of strangers give you unease, for the Gods are with you, now and always.

Is it your wish, [BRIDE], to join your life with this man?

BRIDE:  It is.

Please present to him the token of your love.

[EMOTE BRIDE] places the ring on [GROOM'S] finger.

Is it your wish, [GROOM], to join your life with this woman?

GROOM:  It is.

Please present to her the token of your love.

[EMOTE GROOM] places the ring on [BRIDE'S] finger.

As the Gods are witnesses to this rite, I hereby announce to all present that you are husband and wife.

[GROOM], you may now kiss your bride.

All Hail [BRIDE] and [GROOM]!!! 

ELEMENTAL WEDDING CEREMONY
Wedding Guests: This is a nice script, very visual, but you'll need a bard for the preliminary description.  It's also fairly long so you may want to keep that in mind for timing purposes. You'll need four friends to act as the elements Air, Fire, Water, and Earth.   This script involves a lot of their participation.
Four bridesmaids are carrying elemental symbols:  a basket of grain for Earth, a carved crystal lotus bowl with salt water and floating water lilies for Water, a crystal torch for Fire, and a bell jar of butterflies for Air.  Four altars are located on the perimeter of the stage, at the four compass points.

Attendants walk around the stage once counterclockwise, with element-bearers scattering grain, sprinkling water, waving incense, and lighting candles to invoke the elements.  The last person scatters the rose petals.  Everyone walks around the stage, then gets up on the stage and goes around again.  As each element-bearer reaches the appropriate elemental altar, stops.
Earth:  Spirits of Earth, we welcome you to this circle.  In the name of this grain <holds the bowl

high>, we ask you to bless this circle and all within.

Fire:  Spirits of Fire, we welcome you to this circle <lights torch>.  In the name of these flames which blaze on your altar, we ask you to purify this circle and all within.

Water:  Spirits of Water, we welcome you to this circle.  Here is the salt water which represents the living womb.   We ask you to protect this circle and all within.

I call to mind the Mother of the Universe who has created this world, both real and unreal and by her own power with her three Aspects preserves it, and, having destroyed it, she then plays.

Earth:  You are Earth, Creatrix of the World.

Water:  You are Water, and in the form of Diana you preserve the World.

Fire:  You are Fire, and in the form of Pele you destroy the World.spiration of the World.

Great Mother, be welcome here.  You have bound these hearts together; come into this circle where lovers await your blessing!

Horned God, gentle and passionate, be with us. Hunter and hunted, son and sacrifice.  All that lives takes part in you. You are the guide between life and death, the Guardian of the Gate.

Earth: You are the ripening grain, the Dying God.

Water: You are the playful dolphin, the Lord of life.

Fire: You are the blazing sun, the passionate Lion.

Great Pan, we ask you to enter our circle where lovers await your blessing! Bring your wild spirit and your magic into our lives.

Now the circle is cast, and we stand once more in the space between the worlds. This is the time of the blossom and the thorn, the fragrance and the blood. Here, on the day when light shines strongest, we are gathered to celebrate the union of the Goddess and the God, incarnate in this man and this woman.

[BRIDE], are you here of your own free will?

BRIDE: Yes.

[GROOM], are you here of your own free will?

GROOM: Yes.

Are you ready to bind your hearts and your lives together, to share your joys and burdens, to walk together through life and death so long as you both shall love?

BRIDE and GROOM: Yes.

[EMOTE BRIDE and GROOM] mount the stage.

This cord binds your hearts and hands together. It is woven in your chosen colors of green, white, and gold: green for life, white for death, and gold for permanence. This cord may stretch but is never broken; it connects you through life and death. Should you ever wish to be released from this bond, you must both cut the cord.

[EMOTE] binds their hands together.

Earth: Here is the domain of earth, of bones, seeds, and new beginnings. Earth is soft soil, green and fertile; it is hard rock, bare and unyielding. Earth is the beginning and end of all things; from earth we come, and to earth our bodies shall return. Earth is our mother and our father: it houses and feeds all life, from the humblest worm to the towering oak. Are you ready to pledge your love before the Powers of Earth?

BRIDE and GROOM: Yes.

Then take these two symbols of Earth. <hands oak trees in small pots to [BRIDE] and [GROOM]> To remind you that you join today in a living bond, we give you these trees and ask you to plant them together and twine them as your lives will be twined. Tend them carefully, for each time you see them they will remind you of how love grows and strengthens over the years.

[EMOTE BRIDE and GROOM] plant the trees and twist the stems together.

Earth:  Receive now the blessings of Earth. May you never go hungry, for she shall provide grain; may you never go poor and without shelter, for she shall provide both home and wealth. Let Earth give you rock for your foundations and fertile soil for your growth together. You are cradled and supported by Earth. Blessed be.

Water:  Drink cup of life and death together <gives [BRIDE] and [GROOM] a goblet of honey and pomegranate juice to share>

Fire:  Here is the domain of fire, of energy and passion, warmth and destruction. Fire is the heart of all actions: it is the warm sunlight and the raging inferno. It injures and heals, destroys and renews: the wildfire that burns the field clears the way for new growth. Fire is the spark of passion and the heart of rage; it is the torch of life, passed on through countless generations from the first living creature. Are you ready to pledge your love before the Powers of Fire?

BRIDE and GROOM: Yes.

[EMOTE] lights a candle.

[BRIDE] and [GROOM], this candle represents your union from this day forward. If you are truly ready to merge your lives and your passion, we ask that you light this flame together. 

[EMOTE BRIDE and GROOM] light the candle using their own candles.

Fire:  Powers of Fire, we ask you to bless this couple. Let them share the warmth of love, passion, and intimacy from this moment forward, and may they live long and well!

Now to mark the first moment of this commitment, I ask you to jump over this broom, which is made of myrtle and sacred to the Goddess of Love.

[EMOTE BEST MAN/M-HONOR] come forward and hold broom for couple to jump. 

[EMOTE BRIDE and GROOM] jump the broom.

[EMOTE] unbinds the cord.

Be bound together, this cord may stretch but is never broken. Goddess witness this bond between you and bring you greater love. You are one. Blessed be.

By the power vested in me as a Guide in this realm, I pronounce you legally married.   Blessed be.

[EMOTE offers a ring to [BRIDE].

Here is a ring that symbolizes your union: two serpents, gold and silver, entwined together as you are joined. Give this to your bridegroom as an outward sign of the handfasting knot that joins you. 

[EMOTE BRIDE] places the ring on [GROOM'S] finger.

[EMOTE offers a ring to [GROOM].

Here is a ring that symbolizes your union: two serpents, gold and silver, entwined together as you are joined. Give this to your bride as an outward sign of the handfasting knot that joins you. 

[EMOTE GROOM] places the ring on [BRIDE'S] finger.

I would like to present to you the handfasted couple, [GROOM] and [BRIDE], in the first moment of their unity.

All hail [BRIDE] and [GROOM]!!!! 


QUAZI-TRADITIONAL CEREMONY

Dearly beloved, we are gathered together here in the sight of God to join together this Man and this Woman in holy Matrimony; which is an honourable estate, instituted by God in Paradise, and into which holy estate these two persons present come now to be joined.  Therefore, if any man can show any just cause why they may not lawfully be joined together, let him now speak, or else hereafter for ever hold his peace.

I require and charge you both, as ye will answer at the dreadful day of judgement when the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed, that if either of you know any impediment, why ye may not be lawfully joined together in Matrimony, that ye confess it.  For ye be well assured that so many as be coupled together otherwise than God's Word doth allow are not joined together by God; neither is their Matrimony lawful.

[GROOM], wilt thou have this Woman to be thy wedded wife, to live together after God's ordinance in the holy estate of Matrimony?  Wilt thou love her, comfort her, honour, and keep her, in sickness and in health; and forsaking all others, keep thee only unto her, so long as ye both shall live?

GROOM:  I will.

[BRIDE], wilt thou have this Man to by thy wedded husband, to live together after God's ordinance in the holy estate of Matrimony?   Wilt thou obey him, and serve him, love, honour, and keep him in sickness and in health; and forsaking all others, keep thee only unto him, so long as ye both shall live?

BRIDE:  I will.

Who giveth this Woman to be married to this Man?

[GIVER] places the Woman's right hand in the hand of [OFFICIATOR] and then falls back.

[EMOTE] takes [GROOM'S] hand in his/hers as well.

I, [GROOM], take thee [BRIDE] to be my wedded wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, for fairer for fouler, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us depart, according to God's holy ordinance, and thereunto I plight thee my troth.

[EMOTE] lets go of their hands.

[BRIDE EMOTE] takes [GROOM'S] hand in hers.

I, [BRIDE], take thee [GROOM] to be my wedded husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to be bonny and buxom at bed and at board, to love and to cherish, till death us depart, according to God's holy ordinance; and thereunto I plight thee my troth.

Bless these Rings, O merciful God, that those who wear them, that give and receive them, may be ever faithful to one another, remain in your peace, and live and grow old together in your love, under their own vine and fig tree, and seeing their children's children.  Amen.

[GROOM], place your ring on [BRIDE'S] finger and repeat after me:

"With this Ring I thee wed."  [GROOM EMOTE] places the ring on her thumb.

"And with my body I thee honor."  [GROOM EMOTE] places the ring on her index finger.

And with all my worldly goods I thee endow; [GROOM EMOTE] places the ring on her ring finger.  "In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen."

[BRIDE], place your ring on [GROOM'S] finger and repeat after me:

"With this Ring I thee wed."  [BRIDE EMOTE] places the ring on his thumb.

"And with my body I thee honor.  [BRIDE EMOTE] places the ring on his index finger.

"And with all my worldly goods I thee endow; [BRIDE EMOTE] places the ring on his index finger.  "In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen."

[EMOTE BRIDE and GROOM] kneel before [OFFICIATOR].

Let us pray.

O Eternal God, Creator and Preserver of all mankind, Giver of all spiritual grace, the Author of everlasting life; Send thy blessing upon these thy servants, this man and this woman, whom we bless in thy Name; and that, as Isaac and Rebecca lived faithfully together, so these persons may surely perform and keep the vow and covenant betwixt them made, whereof this Ring given and received is a token and pledge, and may ever hereafter remain in perfect love and peace together, and live according to thy laws; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

[EMOTE] joins [BRIDE] and [GROOM'S] right hands together.

Those whom God hath joined let no man put asunder.

Forasmuch as [BRIDE] and [GROOM] have consented together in holy wedlock, and have witnessed the same before God and this company, and thereto have given and pledged their troth each to the other, and have declared the same by giving and receiving or a Ring, and by joining of hands; I pronounce them Man and Wife together, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

I now pronounce you husband and wife.

You may kiss your bride.

All Hail [BRIDE] and [GROOM]!!!]

MERIDIAN HANDFASTING OR WEDDING CEREMONY
This particular script has been adapted for Meridian.
Hail friends and welcome.  I ask you to please remain silent for the duration of the ceremony.

May the place of this rite be consecrated before the Gods for we are gathered together here in their embrace to bear witness as [BRIDE] and [GROOM] unite their lives in sacred matrimony.

Who has the honor of giving [BRIDE'S] hand in marriage to [GROOM]?

[GROOM], turn to [BRIDE] and take her left hand in yours.

Are you ready to bind your hearts and your lives together, to share your joys and burdens, to walk together through life and death so long as you both shall live?

[Both should answer:  We are.]

This cord binds your heart and hands together.  It is woven in colors of green, white and gold: green for life and the forces of nature from Faren, white for death and purity from Shal'ille, and gold for the permanence and strength from Kraanan.  This cord may stretch but is never broken; it connects you through life and death.  Should you ever wish to be released from this bond, you must both cut the cord.

[EMOTE] binds the cord around [BRIDE] and [GROOM'S] left wrists.

Do you, [GROOM], take [BRIDE] to be your wedded wife?   To stand by her in prosperity and adversity, in peace and turmoil, holding her above all others?

Do you, [BRIDE], take [GROOM] to be your wedded husband?  To stand by him in prosperity and adversity, in peace and turmoil, holding him above all others?

[BEST MAN] stands with [GROOM] as his attendant.   [BEST MAN], please present to me [GROOM'S] token for his bride.

[M-HONOR] stands with [BRIDE] as her attendant.   [M-HONOR], please present to me [BRIDE'S] token for her groom.

Here are the rings that symbolize your union.  You will give them to each other as an outward sign of the handfasting knot that joins you today.

The circle is also a symbol of the earth, the sun, the universe.  It is the symbol of completeness and continual renewal.

In these rings are symbolized your basic unity.   The love, goodwill, and trust you gladly give to each other will be with you each on all your future ways.

May the spirit of Shal'ille bless these rings and may they be a true symbol of the love of the one who gives it, and of the one who wears it.

[GROOM], please place your ring on [BRIDE'S] finger and repeat after me...

"I, [GROOM], take thee [BRIDE] to be my wedded wife, from this day and for all the days to come.  In plenty and in want, in sorrow and in joy, to respect and to trust, to amuse and delight, to love and to cherish, for as long as we both shall live.  This do I swear before the Gods and these witnesses.

[BRIDE], please place your ring on [GROOM'S] finger and repeat after me...

"I, [BRIDE], take thee [GROOM] to be my wedded husband, from this day and for all the days to come.  In plenty and in want, in sorrow and in joy, to respect and to trust, to amuse and delight, to love and to cherish, for as long as we both shall live.  This do I swear before the Gods and these witnesses.

The wedding is not over, it has just begun.  Not once and forever, but again and again shall the mystery of two people, together, move one another and touch the world.

For marriage is not something said and done, but a promise, whose fulfillment is acted out in time.

Truth remains elusive, death a secret, love a challenge; life goes on neither more nor less incidentally than before, but one's hand is strengthened, one's way brightened, and one's load if not lightened, is made easier to bear.

Forasmuch as [GROOM] and [BRIDE] have consented together in matrimony, and have witnessed the same before the Gods and this company,

And thereto have given and pledged their troth each to the other, and have declared their intentions by the fasting of hands, and the presenting and receiving of rings,

I hereby pronounce them husband and wife.  Let them seal their union with a kiss.

All Hail [BRIDE] and [GROOM]!!! 

CELTIC HANDFASTING CEREMONY (QOR)
Wedding Guests:  This Celtic Handfasting Script has been adapted for Meridian but it reflects

the darker nature of Qor.
Hail friends and welcome.  I ask you to please remain silent for the duration of the ceremony.

May the place of this rite be consecrated before Qor for we are gathered together here in their embrace to witness as [BRIDE] and [GROOM] unite their lives in sacred matrimony.

Who has the honor of giving [BRIDE'S] hand in marriage to [GROOM]?

[GROOM], turn to [BRIDE] and take her left hand in yours.

Are you ready to bind your hearts and your lives together, to share your joys and burdens, to walk together through life and death so long as you both shall live?

[Both should answer:  We are.]

This cord binds your hearts and hands together.   It is woven in colors of red, green, and gold: red for the passion and malevolence of Qor, green for life and the forces of nature from Faren, and gold for permanence and strength from Kraanan.  This cord may stretch but is never broken; it connects you through life and death.  Should you ever wish to be released from this bond, you must both cut the cord.

[EMOTE] binds the cord around [BRIDE] and [GROOM'S] left wrists.

Do you, [GROOM], take [BRIDE] to be your wedded wife?   To stand by her in prosperity and adversity, in peace and turmoil, holding her above all others?

Do you, [BRIDE], take [GROOM] to be your wedded husband?  To stand by him in prosperity and adversity, in peace and turmoil, holding him above all others?

[BEST MAN] stands with [GROOM] as his attendant.   [BEST MAN], please present to me [GROOM'S] token for his bride.

[M-HONOR] stands with [BRIDE] as her attendant.   [M-HONOR], please present to me [BRIDE'S] token for her groom.

Here are the rings that symbolize your union.  You will give them to each other as an outward sign of the handfasting knot that joins you today.

The circle is also a symbol of the earth, the sun, the universe. It is the symbol of completeness and continual renewal.

In these rings are symbolized your basic unity.   The love, goodwill, and trust you gladly give to each other will be with you each on all your future ways.

May the spirit of Qor bless these rings and may they be a true symbol of the love of the one who

gives it, and of the one who wears it.

[GROOM], please place your ring on [BRIDE'S] finger and repeat after me...

"I, [GROOM], take thee [BRIDE] to be my wedded wife, from this day and for all the days to come.  In plenty and in want, in sorrow and in joy, to respect and to trust, to amuse and delight, to love and to cherish, for as long as we both shall live.  This do I swear before Qor and these witnesses."

[BRIDE], please place your ring on [GROOM'S] finger and repeat after me...

"I, [BRIDE], take thee [GROOM] to be my wedded husband, from this day and for all the days to come.  In plenty and in want, in sorrow and in joy, to respect and to trust, to amuse and delight, to love and to cherish, for as long as we shall live.  This do I swear before Qor and these witnesses."

The wedding is not over, it has just begun.  Not once and forever, but again and again shall the mystery of two people, together, move one another and touch the world.

For marriage is not something said and done, but a promise, whose fulfillment is acted out in time.

Truth remains elusive, death a secret, love a challenge; life goes on neither more nor less incidentally than before, but one's hand is strengthened, one's way brightened, and one's load if not lightened, is made easier to bear.

Forasmuch as [GROOM] and [BRIDE] have consented together in matrimony, and have witnessed the same before Qor and this company,

And thereto have given and pledged their troth each to the other, and have declared their intentions by the fasting of hands, and the presenting and receiving of rings,

I hereby pronounce them husband and wife.  Let them seal their union with a kiss.

All Hail [BRIDE] and [GROOM]!!! 

PAGAN WEDDING CEREMONY
Before the ceremony, our High Priest, Eugene, blessed the rings, cast the circle at the wedding site, and individually cleansed and blessed the bride and groom. We decided to do these portions in private, rather than having our non-Pagan friends and relatives sit through a ritual they might not be comfortable with. 

The Participants: Groom, Bride, High Priest, Bride's attendant #1, Bride's attendant #2, Best Man, Groom's attendant #1, Ring Bearer, Guard, Bard. 

The High Priest (HP) enters the grove and takes his place at the altar. He then signals the attendants to enter. (you can do this in any order that suits you, this is how we did it) 

Ring Bearer enters carrying a wand, wrapped with the handfasting rope, tied through the wedding rings. He/she  hands the wand to the HP. HP places wand on the altar.

Best Man and Flower Girl enter, Best Man carries a wand of incense, to symbolize the element air. Best Man hands incense to the HP. HP: Blessed Be and peace unto thee. Be free from the cares of the world while you abide  here.(HP places incense on the altar as attendants take their places on either side of the altar).

Bride's attendant #1 and Bard enter, BA carries a bowl of salt, to symbolize the element earth. BA hands bowl to HP as Bard takes her place to the left of the altar. HP: Blessed Be and peace unto thee. Be free from the cares of the world while you abide here. (HP places bowl on the altar as attendants take their places on either side of the altar).

HP summons the groom. Groom enters and takes his place facing HP. 

 HP summons the bride. Bride enters, (escorted by her father, or other significant family member) and takes her place next to the groom.
HP: Thrice blessed is this place and time that it finds two travelers who are willing to share a common road. May the

God and Goddess bless this rite. (HP picks up wand).

HP: Place your hands over this wand and your rings, his hand over hers. Is it your desire (bride) to become one with this man? 

Bride answers.

HP: Is it your desire (groom) to become one with this woman?

Groom answers.

HP: If any would ask why these two should not be joined let them now stand before the Gods and those assembled here and speak now. (the following challenges are considered widdershins for the new couple) 

BA1: I would speak. Do you have the means to support yourselves and provide for your worldly needs?

HP: Do you?

Couple: we do

GA1: I would speak. Do you like each other? Do you love each other without reservations?

HP: Do you?

Couple: we do

BA2: I would speak. Do you have the will to argue to air your problems, then stand together against adversity?

HP: Do you?

Couple: We do.

Best Man: I would speak. Do you share your thoughts and ideas, your hopes and dreams, your fears and burdens?

HP: Do you?

Couple: We do.

HP: All challenges have been answered, let the rite proceed.

Bard sings chosen song. (we had our daughter sing "my heart will go on" from Titanic, accompanied by a dear friend on guitar). 

after the song:

HP: Do you, (bride) take (groom) to be your husband in the sight of the gods and all here assembled?

Bride answers

HP: Do you, (groom) take (bride) to be your wife in the sight of the gods and all here assembled?

Groom answers

HP takes rings from the wand, handing rings to bride and groom.

HP: Then in symbol of thy joining one to another, place the rings upon each others' finger. Let these rings be a symbol for all to see that these two people have been joined in marriage. And as the rings symbolize eternity being without  beginning or end, let this marriage last forever.

Groom: This ring is a token of my promise to be your companion, friend, and lover. Whatever life presents to you, it  also presents to me. Will you accept my pledge of love?

Bride answers, Groom puts ring on bride.

Bride: This ring is a token of my promise to be your companion, friend, and lover. Whatever life presents to you, it  also presents to me. Will you accept my pledge of love?

Groom answers, bride puts ring on groom.

HP: Place your hands again upon the wand. (HP loosely binds their hands together.)

HP: As your hands are bound together, now so shall your lives and spirits be joined in a union of love, trust, and  mutual support.

Couple: Heart to thee, Soul to thee, Body to thee. Forever and always, so mote it be.  Wedding Party: So mote it be.

HP: Above thee are the stars, below thee the stones. Remember always, like a star thy love should be constant, like  the earth thy love should be firm. Possess one another, yet be understanding. Have patience, for storms may come and go. Be free always in giving affection and warmth, for our Gods and our people will always be with thee. As those within this circle and those above are witness to this rite, I now proclaim you husband and wife, thus are your  hands fasted, two are now made one.  You may seal your union with a kiss. Bride and Groom kiss, proceed back down the aisle, and there is much rejoicing. (yay.)

A DRUID WEDDING CEREMONY
For some of us, our journey through life will include marriage whether or not we choose to formalize our relationship legally or symbolically through a wedding ceremony. Making use of material from earlier sources, including a Breton Druidic wedding, Nicholas and Laura together with Chris and Bill, wrote the following Druid wedding ceremony which was celebrated for Jane and Michael with their friends and relatives and conducted by members of the Northern Grove of the Order of Bards Ovates & Druids in Lancashire:

WEDDING CEREMONY

In this ceremony, the participants form both a circle and a horseshoe. At Jane and Michael's wedding, at a small stone circle, twelve participants formed an inner circle, standing by each of the twelve stones, with the rest of those present forming an outer horseshoe. In a different location, the reverse might apply, with a larger outer circle containing a smaller horseshoe-shaped group of participants. 

Once both circle and horseshoe are formed, the Druid and Druidess who will supervise the rite enter. The Circle is cast by the Druid and blessed and consecrated by the Druidess. They then say 'Welcome!' and all reply 'Welcome!' The Druid and Druidess then say, 'Oh Great Spirit/Goddess we ask for your Blessing on this our ceremony.' The Gates are then opened by those at the Quarters:

Druid: Let the four directions be honoured that power and radiance might enter our circle for the good of all beings. 

North: With the blessing of the great bear of the starry heavens and the deep and fruitful earth, we call upon the powers of the North. 

South: With the blessing of the great stag in the heat of the chase and the inner fire of the sun, we call upon the powers of the South.

West: With the blessing of the salmon of wisdom who dwells within the sacred waters of the pool, we call upon the powers of the West. 

East: With the blessing of the hawk of dawn soaring in the clear pure air, we call upon the powers of the East. 

Druidess: May the harmony of our circle be complete. 

Druid: We stand upon this Holy Earth and in the Face of Heaven to witness the Sacred Rite of Marriage between Michael and Jane. Just as we come together as family and friends so we ask for the Greater Powers to be present here within our Circle. May this Sacred Union be filled with their Holy Presence. 

(pause)

By the power vested in me I invoke the God of Love whose name is Aengus mac Og to be present in this Sacred Place. In his name is Love declared. 

Druidess: By the power vested in me I invoke the Goddess of the Bright Flame whose name is Brigid to be present in this Sacred Place. In Her name is Peace declared.

Druid: In the name of the Ancestors whose Traditions we honour, 

Druidess: In the name of those who gave us Life, 

Both: May we all unite in Love.

Druidess: The joining together of Man and Woman in the Sacred Rite of Marriage brings together great forces from which may flow the seeds of future generations to be nurtured within the womb of Time. Within every Masculine nature lies the Feminine, within every Feminine nature lies the Masculine. The interplay of Masculine and Feminine forces when flowing freely in a union based upon true Love finds many expressions. This union is truly Holy.

Druid: Goddess to God,

Female Participant 1: God to Goddess, 

Male Participant 1: Priestess to Priest, 

Female Participant 2: Priest to Priestess, 

Male Participant 2: Woman to Man, 

Female Participant 3: Man to Woman, 

Male Participant 3: Mother to Son, 

Female Participant 4: Son to Mother,

Male Participant 4: Daughter to Father,

Female Participant 5: Father to Daughter, 

Male Participant , Sister to Brother. 

Druidess: Brother to Sister. 

Druid: Who walks the Path of the Moon to stand before Heaven and declare her Sacred Vows? (Jane steps forward) Do you Jane come to this place of your own free will? 

Jane: I do. 

Druidess: Who walks the Path of the Sun to stand upon this Holy Earth and declare his Sacred Vows? (Michael steps forward) Do you Michael come to this place of your own free will?

Michael: I do. (Both walk the paths of the sun and moon [clockwise and anti-clockwise] around the circle, returning to the East)

Druid: Michael and Jane you have walked the Circles of the Sun and Moon, will you now walk together the Circle of Time, travelling through the Elements and the Seasons? 

Jane & Michael: We will. (Walk hand in hand to South)

South: Will your love survive the harsh fires of change? 

Jane & Michael: It will. 

South: Then accept the Blessing of the Element of Fire in this the place of Summer. May your home be filled with warmth. (Walk together to West)

West: Will your love survive the ebb and flow of feeling? 

Jane & Michael: It will. 

West: Then accept the Blessing of the Element of Water in this the place of Autumn. May your life together be filled with love. (Walk together to North)

North: Will your love survive the times of stillness and restriction? 

Jane & Michael: It will.

North: Then accept the Blessing of the Element of Earth in this the place of Winter. May your union be strong and fruitful. (Walk together to East)

East: Will your love survive the clear light of Day? 

Jane & Michael: It will. 

East: Then accept the Blessing of the Element of Air in this the Place of Spring. May your marriage be blessed by the Light of every new Dawn. 

Druidess: All things in Nature are circular - night becomes day, day becomes night and night becomes day again. The moon waxes and wanes and waxes again. There is Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter and then the Spring returns. These things are part of the Great Mysteries. Michael & Jane, do you bring your symbols of these Great Mysteries of Life? 

Jane & Michael: We do. 

Druid: Then before all present repeat these words. 

Jane (facing Michael and handing him the ring): Accept in freedom this circle of gold as a token of my vows. With it I pledge my love, my strength and my friendship. I bring thee joy now and for ever. I vow upon this Holy Earth that through you I will honour all men.

Michael (facing Jane and handing her the ring): Accept in freedom this circle of gold as a token of my vows. With it I pledge my love, my strength and my friendship. I bring thee joy now and for ever. I vow in the face of Heaven that through you I will honour all women. 

Jane: In the name of Brighid I bring you the warmth of my heart. (Jane is handed a lighted taper by her mother or female participant) 

Michael: In the name of Aengus mac Og I bring you the light of my love (Michael is handed a lighted taper by his father or male participant) They both light a single candle together. (This candle could be kept and relit at each  anniversary) 

All: May the warmth and the light of your union be blessed.

Druid: Do you swear upon the Sword of Justice to keep sacred your vows? 

Jane & Michael: We swear.

Druidess: Then seal your promise with a kiss. 

Druid: Beneficent Spirits and Souls of our Ancestors, accept the union of your children. Help them, guide them, protect and bless their home and the children born of their union. May their life together reflect the harmony of all life in its perfect union. May they work together in times of ease and times of hardship, knowing that they are truly blessed. From this time forth you walk together along Life's Path; may your way be Blessed.  (Jane and Michael walk together sunwise around the circle to be greeted by each of the participants, then stand      together west of centre) 

Druid: It is the hour of recall. As the fire dies down let it be re-lit in your hearts. May your memories hold what

the eye and ear have gained. 

Druidess: We thank the Powers of Love and Peace for their presence within this Sacred Place. Let us offer the words that unite all Druids:  Grant, O God/dess, thy Protection, And in Protection, Strength, And in Strength, Understanding, And in Understanding, Knowledge, And in Knowledge, The Knowledge of Justice, And in the Knowledge of Justice, the Love of it, And in the Love of it, The Love of all Existences, And in the Love of all Existences, the Love of the God/ess and all, Goodness.

Druid: Let the spirits of the Four Directions be thanked for their blessings. 

East: In the name of the hawk of dawn and of the element air, we thank the powers of the East. 

West: In the name of the salmon of wisdom and the element of water we thank the powers of the West. 

South: In the name of the great stag and of the element of fire, we thank the powers of the South.

North: In the name of the great bear of the starry heavens and of the element of earth, we thank the powers of the North. 

Druid: May the blessing of the Uncreated One, of her Daughter/his Son The Created Word and of the Spirit that is the Inspirer be always with us. May the world be filled with Harmony and Light. 

Druidess: Let us now form the Three Circles of Existence. (The married couple hold hands, forming the central circle. The participants in the outer circle and the horseshoe hold hands to form two further circles.) 

All: We swear by peace and love to stand, Heart to heart and hand in hand, Mark O Spirit and hear us now, Confirming this our Sacred Vow. 

Druid: This Sacred Rite of Marriage ends in peace, as in peace it began. Let us withdraw, holding peace and love in our hearts until we meet again. 

The Druid unwinds the circle and exits with Druidess sunwise. Michael and Jane follow. Then the rest of the inner circle. Then the outer circle walk across the centre in pairs and out through the western gate. 

The following are different aspects of a service that you may wish to incorporate into your wedding ceremony.

BLESSING OF THE HANDS

PRIESTESS:  (BRIDE), please face (GROOM), and hold his hands, palms up, so you may see the gift that they are to you. 

(Bride and groom should be facing each other, his upturned hands resting in hers.)

These are the hands, young and strong and vibrant with love, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as he promises to love you all the days of his life.

These are the hands you will place with expectant joy against your stomach, until he too, feels his child stir within your womb.

These are the hands that look so large and clumsy, yet will be so gentle as he holds your baby for the first time.

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years,            for a lifetime of happiness. 

These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes: tears of sorrow and tears of joy.

These are the hands that will comfort you in illness, and hold you when fear or grief rack your mind.

These are the hands that will tenderly lift your chin and brush your cheek as they raise your face to look into his eyes: eyes that are filled completely with his love and desire for            you.

PRIEST: (GROOM), please hold (BRIDE)'s hands, palms up, where you may see the gift that they are to you.

(Bride should now place her upturned hands in the Groom's hands.)

These are the hands that are smooth, young, and carefree, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as she pledges her love and commitment to you all the days of her life.

These are the hands that will hold each child in tender love, soothing them through illness and hurts, supporting and encouraging them along the way, and knowing when it's time to let go.

These are the hands that will massage tension from your neck and back in the evenings, after you've both had a long hard day.

These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times. They are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick or console you when you are grieving.

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness.

These are the hands that will hold you in joy and excitement and hope.

These are the hands that will give you support as she encourages you to chase down your dreams. Together, everything you wish for can be realized.

PRIEST and/or PRIESTESS:

Lovely Goddess, bless the hands that you see before you this day. May they always be held by one another. Give them the strength to hold on during the storms of stress and the dark of disillusionment. Keep them tender and gentle as they nurture each other in their love. Help these hands to continue building a relationship founded in your grace, rich in caring, and devoted to reaching for your perfection. May (BRIDE) and (GROOM) see their four hands as healer, protector, shelter, and guide.

(If desired, you may now continue on the handbinding)

CANDLE CEREMONY

Officiant: A new family is established in our midst, and we celebrate this new relationship with the bride and groom. The marriage of [Groom] and [Bride] has called us together because this union touches each one of us. 

[The Bride & Groom light a candle from an altar candle, the officiant(s) lights his and/or her candle from their flame.  The priest or priestess lights the candle of groomsman and the other officiant lights the bridal attendant's candle, who then light the candle of the attendant next to them. The final attendant moves to light the candle of a guest standing at the northern or eastern quarter of the circle. The flame is passed in this manner throughout the congregation.

Officiant to couple: This light symbolizes your love and the way in which it has enriched each of our lives. [Groom] and [Bride], may your love continue to light the way on your journey through life together. [to witnesses] To you who are family and friend of [Groom] and [Bride], may the commitment of love which you have witnessed today renew your faith in God and Goddess' (or Deity of choice) love for all Their children.

ELEMENTAL VOWS

As the sea is eternal, so is our love;  As the wind is all-encompassing, so is our love; As the earth is solid beneath our feet, so is our love. And yet, our love is so great That it even soars beyond the sea and the wind and the earth. It is so perfect to be standing beside you here, among these elements Which reflect the love we have for each other, As we commit ourselves to each other today.

FLOWER AND IVY CEREMONY

An ivy wreath is being used as the base (introduced by a friend who will relate it to ivy's traditional meanings, including the marital connection). Various friends and family members will add sprigs of various plants/flowers with traditional meanings related to marriage... 

Person #1 (placing wreath on altar): This wreath symbolizes the marriage that [Bride] and [Groom] are celebrating here today. We, their friends and their family, will create a            visual symbol of their vows...A wreath that will decorate their home, as love decorates            their lives. This wreath will let them remember the love shared by all of us here today. 

Person #2: The wreath has been created from ivy, a traditional symbol of Matrimony and Friendship. The circular shape of the wreath mirrors the rings that [Groom] and [Bride] have exchanged and symbolizes the never ending devotion that they pledge each other on this day. Ivy does not "feed upon" the tree or stone it clings to, and this is important to its symbolism. Nothing can separate ivy from a tree it has once embraced, and if the tree falls the ivy stays around it. But the ivy is held to the soil by its own roots. It gets nothing from the substance of the companion, and though it dies on the same spot, it dies in its own time, making its own independent gesture. Today [Groom] and [Bride]

have cemented the bond that they share but they have not ceased to grow as            individuals. 

Person #4: These are branches of larkspur, a traditional symbol of humor and levity, and dock (may be available at an aquarium supply store), a symbol of patience. These are added with a wish that [Groom] and [Bride] never lose the patience and humor which help to sustain their relationship through even the roughest times and which enrich their daily life. 

Person #5: This rosemary symbolizes remembrance. I add this to the wreath with the wish that [Bride] and [Groom] never allow each other to forget the way that they feel today, and that they will always recall the romance and passion that they felt on the day of their meeting. This tarragon symbolizes the unselfish regard with which they should treat one another, today and always.  

Person #6: I add violets and snowdrops which symbolize faithfulness and hope. [Bride]          and [Groom] will need these traits throughout their lives together. Their faith and trust in one another will be strengthened as time goes on. Without hope, there is no chance of success. With hope they will realize that they can achieve every goal. 

Person #7: These roses symbolize the passion (hold up red roses before adding to            wreath), the beauty (hold up burgundy roses) and unity (hold up red & white roses) that            [Bride] and [Groom] feel today. May they always take the time to find the beauty around            them, the passion within them, and to feel strength that their unity provides them. May            they always recall and honor their vows made this day. 

FOREVERMORE VOWS

BRIDE: I come to you reverently this day, desiring to be your wife.

GROOM: I come to you reverently this day, desiring to be your husband.

BRIDE: Because of our love, we will be blessed with the joy and comforts of marriage.

GROOM: Because of our love, we will endure all trials and cares.

BRIDE: I will respect and honor you.

GROOM: I will cherish and protect you.

BRIDE: I will be a tender and affectionate wife.

GROOM: I will be a patient and loving husband.

BRIDE: With the Lord and Lady as my witness, I commit myself to you for all the days of            our lives.

GROOM: With the Lord and Lady as my witness, I commit myself to you for all the days of our lives.

BRIDE: From this day forward and forevermore.

GROOM: From this day forward and forevermore.

HANDFASTING PLEDGE 

(authored by Mothermay)

"(Insert name), you have embraced all aspects of my nature. You love me completely, for            both my strengths and my weaknesses.  You have given me the courage and faith to            trust you, to let you love me as an entire person. You have allowed me to embrace all            aspects of your nature. You have let me love you completely, for both your strengths            and your weaknesses. You have shown courage and faith in me, to trust me to love you as an entire person. I, (name), take you, (another name), just as you are, and however you may change, above all others, to share my life."

ROSE CEREMONY

Groom (As he hands his bride a long-stemmed white rose):  "___, take this rose as a symbol of my love.  It began as a tiny bud and blossomed, just as my love has grown and blossomed for you."

Bride (As she places the rose into a bud vase filled with water):  "I take this rose, a symbol of your love, and I place it into water, a         symbol of life.   For, just as this rose cannot survive without water, I cannot survive without you."

Groom:  In remembrance of this day, I will give you a white rose each year on our anniversary, as a reaffirmation of my love and the vows spoken here today"

Bride:  "And I will refill this vase with water each year, ready to receive your gift, in reaffirmation of the new life you have given me and the vows

spoken here today."

Groom (As he and his bride join hands around the rose-filled vase)  “And so, this rose with be a symbolic memory of my commitment to you this hour; I vow to be a faithful husband to you, to comfort you, honor you, and respect you            and cherish you all the days of my life. "

Bride (As they continue to hold the vase together):  "And I commit myself to you,            to be a faithful wife, to comfort you, honor you, respect you, and cherish you all the days of my life."

A SAMPLING OF RING VOWS

With this ring, I wed you and pledge you my love now and forever.

GROOM: I offer you this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity.  It will always be a symbol of the vows which have made us husband and wife this day.

BRIDE: I accept this ring as a symbol of our love and wear it proudly as your wife.

I bring this ring as a symbol of my love and fidelity as your husband / wife, and as I slide it onto your finger, I commit my very heart and soul to you, my dear husband/ wife, and I ask you to wear it as a reminder of the vows we have taken today.

On this ring, my oath I swear, love and honor to my husband / wife.

As this ring encircles your finger from this day forward, year in and year out, so will                 my love forever encircle you.  

___, with this ring I wed you; with my body I worship you, and with all my worldly goods I endow you.

OFFICIANT:  I hold in my hand two beautiful rings, symbolic of a binding contract, to be given and received as bonds of never-ending love and devoted friendship, circles of life and circles love.

(The OFFICIANT hands one of the rings to the GROOM who places it on the BRIDE's                 finger)

GROOM:  With this ring I wed thee and offer it as a symbol of our everlasting love.

(The OFFICIANT hands the other ring to the BRIDE who places it on her GROOM's                 finger)

BRIDE:  With this ring I wed thee and offer it as a symbol of our everlasting love.

You are my beloved bride / bridegroom and I marry you today with this ring as I give you my heart, my body and the very breath of my soul.

___, I give you this ring as a symbol of my love for you.  Let it remind you always, as it circles your finger, of my eternal love, surrounding you and enfolding you day and night.

Just as this ring wraps endlessly around your finger, so shall my love always wrap around the very breath of your soul; may it be a reminder of the sacred vows I have spoken this day.

VOWS INSPIRED BY THE SEA

May our love always be as constant and unchanging as the never-ending waves, flowing endlessly from the depths of the sea; your love came softly upon my heart, just as the foam comes softly upon the sand, and just as there will never be a morning without the ocean's flow, so there will never be a day without my love for you.  I pledge myself to you this day and I promise to be your faithful husband / wife, as unchanging and dependable as the tide; as the waters nourish the earth and sustain life, may my constant love nourish and sustain you until the end of time.

WITH THIS HAND

BRIDE: I give you my hand in marriage

GROOM:  And I give you mine

BRIDE: Take my hand as a symbol of my love.

GROOM: Take my hand as a symbol of my love.

BRIDE: With this hand, I promise to hold you, cherish you, and respect you always.

GROOM: With this hand, I promise to care for you, provide for you, and to be your friend.

(BRIDE and GROOM join hands, right to right, left to left.)

BRIDE: As I hold your hands in mine, I feel your love.

GROOM: And I feel your love; our love is not only for this moment, but for a lifetime.

BRIDE: Yes, for a lifetime.

(The BRIDE's and GROOM's hands are then fastened by the Priest/ess)

HALVES OF A WHOLE HANDFASTING VOWS (authored by an unknown source; if these vows are your work, I would like to give you credit!)

BRIDE:

I am woman, cherish me.  I give life to all things.  It is I who bring bounty,  From the green things in the fields,  To the wild creatures in the forest. 

I am light and laughter,  I am Brigid, mother of All. 

GROOM:

I am man, respect me.  I bring death to all things.  It is I who am the reaper,  I am the Lord of the Hunt, And lord of the fields.  I lead the dead to the Summerland, I am Herne, father of All. 

BOTH TOGETHER: 

Love and honor us.  Together we are life and death,  Darkness and light,  Joy and sorrow,  Order and chaos.  We are summer and winter,  Spring and fall.  We are growth and decay,  Youth and age, Night and day,  Female and male.  Wherever one of us walks, The other will be not far behind.  This is the way of things.

