Good Morning Matt Supporters
 
Good news we are getting the much needed press to help us reach our goal!  On Thursday, March 30, 2006 ABC Local News Channel 7 (Bay Area) will be doing a segment on Matt and what we are trying to accomplish.  I don’t know what time it is going to air but the interview is at 12:30pm
 

Even BETTER there will be a Press Conference held on Monday, April 3rd on the West Steps of the Capitol at 11am.  Those of you that are in the area I hope you can attend it will be nice to have Matt Supporters out there if possible.  No signs or demonstrations just wear your RED and Matt Badges and show respect for Matt and those we are trying to reach.
 

On the 4th, the day of the hearing (this day is HUGE) we need as many supporters that can attend, to be there.  I know that this is not easy because we all work or go to school but if there is any way possible please try to come.  I cannot stress enough the importance of this day.  You may want to get to the Capitol by 9am because just like when we went to court there are metal detectors so it will take a little time getting in.  The hearing is in Room 4032 and will begin at 9:30am and should go fairly quickly so you won't have to spend the entire day there.  Remember to wear your RED so they will know why you are there, we will have Matt Badges for you if you would like to wear one, remember to be respectful, no outbursts this is not demonstration we are asking for help to bring awareness to hazing so that innocent lives will be spared.
 

Here is yet another example as to why what we are doing is so important…
 

I received an email yesterday morning written from the heart of a boy who was tortured during acts of hazing in that same basement as Matt in the fall of 2002.  He lives with the horror of what happened to him to this day.  This letter touched me in such a way that I cried for hours I couldn't stop thinking of what he had gone through, of what Matt had gone through, of what so many of our young people go through, it’s more than we even know.  He wrote to me because even though he only met Matt a couple of times and he wasn't even there during any of the events of Hell Week he felt guilty.  What a kind heart this boy has, what pain he is dealing with.  It confirmed for me that the pain that we are feeling from our loss of Matt has affected more than we could ever know.  It has changed so many lives taken away so much from so many people and Matt was just one boy.  There are so many more out there that endure these humiliating and torturous acts in order to be accepted into these groups and to have some since of accomplishment that they are being brainwashed into believe they want or need.
 

Hazing injures people mentally and physically but no one wants to talk to about it, they're not supposed to because of some misguided sense of loyalty, which allows it to continue.  In several conversations with frat members I have come to understand that most want it to stop but are obligated by the rules of the house to perform these acts.  The hard part is that there are some out that enjoy doing it to others.  Sadly enough they really enjoy watching people suffer it gives them some sense of power (like rape) and it is not just the young people.  I know of an instance where a father came back to the fraternity to haze his own son, it is not uncommon for the older members to come back they even have a name for it, “Alumni Night.”  This horror is being passed down from generation to generation leading these kids to believe it must be okay if parents are condoning it.  And why not there are no consequences, there never has been.  If something goes wrong (God forbid) we were just playing a game. 
 

This is why Matt’s Law is so important because it is not a game it is torture and degradation, it demeans our children and strips them of their dignity.  What is this teaching our children, what can they take from this experience that will help them in life.  Nightmares?  Humiliation?  In some cases the haunting memory that a good person’s live was painfully cut short?  There are many ways to bond that do not have to involve these horrendous acts that have been incorporated into initiations to show your worthiness to be a “brother or sister”.   If they believe it is so right than why is it a secret, why is it done in the wee hours of the morning in the basement “Where no one can hear your screams”?  
 

So we have to let them know that this “game” it not a game at all it is not harmless fun and if you choose to continue you will have to face the consequences of your acts.  The time has long passed that we will sit idly by and allow you to treat people this way in the name “brotherly/sisterly love” or for any other reason.  Enough is Enough these coercive acts on our young people have got to STOP and if that means that the perpetrators are going to have to spend some time in jail or prison then so be it.  Let the punishment fit the crime.  They don’t have to do it, they are making a choice, let’s hope they make the right own.
 

On another note - we all knew in our heads that as bizarre as it sounds, there is going to be opposition for Matt’s Law.  Well I came face to face with it Monday night and it wasn’t pleasant, in fact in was quite disturbing when this gentleman condoned hazing because it was a “bonding” experience.  Even though I knew in my head that there was bound to be those out there that would fight this law, because nothing comes easy in this world, my heart was not prepared to face it and it left me flabbergasted to say the least I was virtually speechless for more than several seconds.  I am hoping this will be a learning experience for me because he will certainly not be the last.  I am happy and proud to say that I did not cry, Woo Hoo (this is quite an accomplishment for me as the tears come so easily and it was like a knife through my heart as I flashed on my baby lying on that gurney with blood all over him after what was done to him during this so called “bonding experience” after the last three torturous day of his life).
 

So we move forward, we fight harder we have to make them understand that this is WRONG and that no good will ever come from it.  
 

Words cannot express how proud I am of all of you and your support, keep the letters coming our journey in making this bill a law as only just begun but we will see it through to the end for the sake of our children.
 

Hug your children and tell them you love them everyday.
 

Love,
Debbie, MM
