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Under Pressure

	It’s often said that teens are especially susceptible to peer pressure.  I’m sick and tired of hearing that.  While I admit there is some truth to the statement, there are two things wrong with it.  First, it commits the too-common mistake of treating all adolescents as one stereotypical mass group.  I really can’t stand that, and I wish that some individuals wouldn’t do it.  Second, however, I think the change in the teen years isn’t our susceptibility to or the level of peer pressure, it’s simply what we’re pressured to do.
	How does a baby learn to talk?  To walk?  It imitates the ‘big people’ around it.  Some might say this is the very definition of giving into peer pressure.  The baby doesn’t know it’s learning.  The only reason that a baby tries to talk is that nearly everyone else talks.  The same can be said of a lot of early development.
	So then we get into the toddler and elementary school years.  “No peer pressure there,” people might say.  I ask, have you ever heard of Pokemon?  Beanie Babies?  POGs?  Tickle Me Elmo, even?  While none of those were exactly bad, their effect has been blown tremendously out of proportion because of peer pressure.  Little boy Zorko sees that his friends Zippo and Glotzo both have Beanie Babies, so then he wants some too!  Once he has them, what happens?  They’re put up on a shelf to be occasionally admired, and then he wants more.
	I’ll skip the teen years for now, so what about adults?  Well, why do they wear ties except for peer pressure?  Why did it take so long for homosexuals to start coming out of the closet?  There was (and still is) enormous social pressure against gays.
	So are teens any different?  No!  Some give in, and some don’t.  The only real difference is what we’re being pressured to do.  Apparently these are our important formative years, and we’re under pressure to smoke, do drugs, drop out of school, and/or get STDs, all of which would seriously affect our future lives for the worse.  I can assure you that having learned to talk two months late, wearing ties, or playing Pokemon will not seriously affect your future.  However, the pressure to get drunk at a party and then drive home is potentially more dangerous than these.  In short, no matter how old you are (past 5 or so), you are responsible for your own stupidity; it’s just that it can be a little more dangerous to be stupid when you’re a teen.

