We just keep getting smarter and smarter!

	When I was in grade school, I was told that people were either left-brained or right-brained, most of the time.  The left side of the brain was the verbal and math side, while the right side was for creativity and art.  So I thought I was just a left-brained sort of guy.  That was all right with me.
	Later on, in junior high or so, I was told that the two-hemisphere approach to brain was still a pretty good model, but it wasn’t completely accurate.  The brain was divided into two hemispheres, but they weren’t totally math on one side and art on the other.  I accepted that, too.  I was old enough to know that life isn't always in black and white.
	In ninth grade, though, I was told that there were in fact seven fundamental intelligences.  They were the kinesthetic, linguistic, numerical, spatial, intrapersonal, interpersonal, and musical intelligences.  I had some trouble accepting this one, but I eventually bowed to superior knowledge; after all, this came from experts!  Maybe my previous teachers had just thought that seventh-graders couldn't handle this kind of deep psychology.  I did wonder what happened to the hemispheres, though.
	This year, though, junior year, was the breaking point.  Coming into Religion class, I was astonished to discover that now there are not seven, but instead eight fundamental intelligences!  Now, in addition to the old Body, Word, Number, Picture, Self, Music, and People Smarts, there is a new one!  You, too, can now be “Nature Smart”.
	Now, I’m one of the last people to criticize scientific progress.  Somewhere there’s probably research, data, and arguments that back this up.  But this really seems ludicrous.  “Nature Smart”?
	I got to thinking.  What else might be on the projected list of intelligences for the next few years?  If you can be Nature Smart, then why not City Smart?  Not everyone knows how to survive in the back streets of Cleveland!  If we can be spatially intelligent, then why not temporally?  Everyone has at least some sense of time, right?  How many people are we talking about in interpersonal intelligence?  It takes different Smarts to deal with one other person and one hundred other people. What about karate, for that matter?  Karate must develop your Martial Art Smarts.  I can even imagine that in the far future, honest gamblers might use their Luck Smarts, while dishonest ones would use their cheating intelligence.
	How far is this going to be taken, really?  It almost seems like some plan to push up our self-esteem.  Plus, it’s not like the old evidence for left-brain, right-brain theory has disappeared.  Finally, if naturalistic intelligence is one of these so “fundamental” intelligences, why didn’t they know about it before?  At the least, they could have included a disclaimer saying, “This theory is not yet complete.”
	Probably, it still isn’t.  Scientific theories are continually being reviewed and revised. But are people coming up with these theories for fun, or what?  Theories are only worth having if you can use them for something.  Remember, theory doesn’t make reality- a brain by any other name still thinks the same.

