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By Carl Staab

	A few days ago, a question occurred to me.  How on earth did people ever start wearing ties?  My first thought was that the custom might have originated for useful purposes.  However, I immediately discarded that possibility.  Think about it- does a tie do anything useful?  No!  Next, it occurred to me that perhaps we wear ties for decoration.  But gazing around my study hall, that did not seem to be the case.  A tie rarely, if ever, does anything to enhance one’s personal appearance.  (At least it doesn’t at our school.)
	Thus stymied, I decided to do some “actual research”.  I “discovered” that the custom of wearing ties started way back in medieval times.  A group of revolutionaries seized the king of England and attempted to hang him.  However, his allies arrived just in time and cut him down from the gallows.  Doctors decided that it would be unwise to remove the rope from his neck.  All they could do was make it slightly less painful by rotating the noose so that the hanging end was at the front.  Since the king did not wish to appear foolish (all by himself), he issued a royal proclamation that all subjects had to wear tight, uncomfortable “ties” similar to his noose.  He lived for quite a long time; after he died, the custom continued because of social inertia, which has kept it going to the present.
	Maybe we wear ties to emulate the business world; in that case, why do they wear ties?  At the very least, we could be spared the discomfort until then.  Maybe we do it to promote discipline; that might work, if we universally enforced the dress code.  I don’t mind ties all that much, but I happen to believe that a dress shirt without a tie is just as neat as and much more comfortable than our current uniform.  The recent dress code forums have been steps in the right direction; let’s keep going.
	Note: Neckties actually caught on as fashion accessories in France and England around 1670.

